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FOREWORD 


faMharlal Xclmi is one of tlkc fipiics of Ihc bscntfcth ccnhiry. 
He sj-mbolised some of tlic major forces wliicli lias e transformed our age. 

Wiicn Jawaliaibl Nclsm wns joung, Ijistoi}' was still tlic prisilcge 
of the ^\'est; the rest of the woiW by in deliberate darkness. Tlie im- 
pression gi\-en was that tiie \ast continents of Asb and Africa existed 
merely to sustain their masters in Europe and North America. Jawahar- 
lal Nclitu's civ.-n education in Britain coulef be interpreted, in a sense, 
as an attempt to secure for him a pbcc witliin the pale. His letters 
of the time ate e;-idencc of Im seaisilnit}-, his interest in science and inter- 
national affairs as ncll as of liis pride in Indb and Asia. But his per- 
sonality was scilcd bj his shyness and a facade of noncliabnK, and 
pcrliaps oubsardly Uictc was not much to distinguish him from the 
ordinary run of men. Gndualh' there emerged tlie Mrm and unh 
\crsal being who beame intensely imoUed with the problem of the 
poor and the oppressed in all bnds (n doing so, Jswahatbl Nehrv 
gaic articulation and leadcrsh^ to millions of people in his own county 
and in Asb and Africa. 

Tliat impcrblistn was a curse vhidi should be lifted from the browa 
of men, that poverty was incompatible with ciiilisalion, tliat nationalism 
should be poised on a sense of international community and that it 
was not sufficient to brood on these things when action was urgent 
and compelling— these were the principles whicli inspired and gave 
vitality to Jawaharbl Nehru’s activities in the years of India’s struggle 
for freedom and made him not only an intense nationalist but one of 
the leaders of humanism 

No particular ideological doctrmc co«W chim [awaharlal Nehru for 
its own. Long daja in yail were spent in reading widely. He dreiv 
much from the thouglit of Cast and West and from the philosophies 
of the past and the present Never rehgious in tlie formal sense, yet 
he had a deep love for tlic culture and tradition of his own bnd. 
Never a rigid Marxist, yet be was deeply influenced by that theory 
and was partioibrly impressed by what be saw in the Soviet Union 
on his first visit in 1927. Howa-ei, he realised that the world was too 
complex, and man had loo many facets, to be encompassed by any 
smgb or total explanation. He bimscff was a soccirist with an abfior- 
rcnce of regimentation and a democrat who was anxious to reconcile his 
faith in civil liberty with tlie necessity of mitigating economic and 
social wretchedness. His struck, both within himself and wifli die 



outside ViOiW, to adjust su<d\ swjmu^ contradictions aic what made liis 
life and work s^ificant and bsciiuting. 

As a leader of free India, InsvahaHal Nehm recognised tliat his coun- 
try could neither stay out of Ihe world nor divest itself of ib own 
interest in world affairs. But to the crtenl that it was possible, Jawaliar- 
lal Nehru sought to speak ohjcctis-cly and to he a soicc of sanity' in the 
shrill phases of the ‘cold war*. Wlielhet his influence helped on cer- 
tain occasions to rnaintain peace is lew the future historian to assess. 
^NTiat we do know is that for a long stretch of time he commanded an 
international audience reaching bx beyond govemmarb, that he spoke 
for ordinary, seruitise, thinking men and women around the globe and 
that his was a constituency’ which ettended far beyond India. 

So the story of Jawaharlal Nehru is that’ of a man who evolved, who 
grew in storm and stress till he became the rqjresenbtive of much that 
was noble in his time. It Is the story erf a generous and gracious hu- 
man being who summed up in himself the resurgence of the "tliird 
world" as well as the humanism which trarucends dogmas and is adapt- 
ed to the contemporary conlrct His achievement, by its very nature 
and setting, was much greater than that of a Prime Minister. And it Is 
with the conviction that the life of this man is of importance not only 
to scholars but to all, in India and elsewhere, who are interested in the 
valour and compassion of the human spirit that the Jawaharbl Nehru 
Memorial Fund has decided to publish a series of volumes consisting 
of all that is signiScant in what Jawahatlal Nehm spoke and wiote. 
There is, as b to be expected in the speeches and writings of a man 
so engrossed in affain and gifted with expression, much that is ephe- 
merak tills will be omitted. The oi&cbl letters and memoranda will 
also not find place here. But it is planned to include everything else 
and the whole corpus should help to remind us of the quality and 
endeavour of one who was not only a leader of men and a lover of 
mankind, but a completely mlegrated human being. 



New Delhi 
18 January 1972 


Chairman 

Jawaharlal Nehru Memorial Fund 



EDITORIAI NOTE 


Tljis TOiumc, tbe second in ihc series, deals with the many-sided 
acti\itics of Jawahariil Nehru from 192} till his rctum from Europe in 
Dcccmhct 1927. In 1923 Congressmen crmleslcd Hie municipal elections 
in many important towns and in roost ascs secured a majority of 
scats. Jawahaihi Nehru was elected not only a member of the Allalubad 
Municipal Board but also to tlie ofRcc o! Chairman and sened in that 
caparit)' for two years. Tins was liis first imohement in officbl ad- 
ministration, and liis notes, mcroonndi and reports written as Chairman 
arc of significance for both hjs ideas and liis attitudes, lie sm also, at 
tlie same time, General ScCTClary of die Indian National Congress and 
President of the United Ptosincts Pros-inrial Congress Committee and, 
at times, also Chainuan of tlie Alhliabad Town Congress Committee; 
and just as he souglit to imparl the spirit of national sen ice into muni- 
cipal work, he strort to strcngtlicn ^aent methods of functioning in 
the national orgiriaation. 

*11101, In March 1926. ]awaliai‘bl Ncliiu saTied lor Europe. Tliougli 
the tourney w-as undertaVen ptiniatfly in Hie interests of his wife's hcaltli, 
the visit seiv-cd to deepen hU understanding of world affairs. Apart from 
attending lectures rn Cenev-a, he attended the International Congress 
against Imperialism held at Brussels in February 1927, served as a mem* 
ber of the Eicecntivc Committee of the League against Imperialism, and, 
before his return, paid a bncf visit to the Soviet Union. His letters 
WTittcn from Europe, liis speeches at the Brussels Congress and Ins 
reports on it, and his articles on Oic Soviet Union (bter published as a 
booh) sliow a mind awakening to frcsli hoitzons, 

Tlie tnettiods of editing adopted ro the Erst volume ate being followed 
in tlie subsequent volumes. Ilic biographical footnotes and the terms in 
the glossary in tlie first volume have not been repeated. 

Tlie footnutes WTitten by {awalutbl Nehru for his various aibcles liave 
been shown with an attend, and the footnotes added now have been 
numbered. 

As in the first volume, we have relied heavily on the papers of Jawahar- 
lal Nehru made available to us by Slinmati Indira Gandhi. 

Acknowledgment is due to the Allahabad Nagar Mahapalila (fonnerly 
the Allahabad Municipal Board), the U. P. Government and Slate 
Arcliivcs, tiie Gandhi Smarak Sangmhalaya, the Jamb Milla Islarab, 
Slid Jamal Khwaja, Dr. N. S. tlaidilar, Slinmati Padmaja Naidu and 
Slirimati Vijayalakshmi Pandit for permission to include material in 



their possession. Tlie late Dr. Sj'cd Mahmud and the late Shri Sri 
Pralasa were good enough to giant us simibr permission. We are grate- 
ful to The Leader, The Hindu, The Bombay Chronicle, The Trifcunc 
and the Aaj for allowing us to icprint letters and reports first published 
in their columns. The Navajlnn Trust lias permitted lu to include 
an article by Jawaharlal Nehru published in Yotrng Jndr'd. 

The cooperation extended by the Director and sbff of the Nehru 
Meniorial Museum and Library is adnowledgcd. 
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CHAIRMAN 
ALLAHABAD MUNICIPAL BOARD 



1. On Election ss Chairman* 


Sir, 

TIic »mcnhjt brief report of Ihc pcocecdmgr of ffic special meeting 
of llic Albhabad Municipal Board l>cld jtstcnJiy, wliicli appais in 
your issue dated tlic Sth insbnt, nwgbt pciliaps mislead the unwity or 
the unenlightened reader. I trust tint jou niH, of your courtesy, 
permit an eapbnalion. Vou mcnlion that four wmes—Sjt. Rinnhot' 
tarn Das Tandon, Moulvi Kamaluddm fafri, Moulsi Mubarah Hussain* 
and my Tume-uere mentioned as llcly candidates for ilic chairman- 
ship, From this jt m4;ht appear that there uas some idea of contest 
between Messrs, Tandon and jafri and I. Tliis is utterly ntong. 
Under no imaginable cicaimsbnecs could there lia« been a contest 
betw-ecn any two of us. “nie burden and responsibility of the chait- 
manship lus becen Ifirust on me because my other collogues would 
not stand, For long wc had hoped that my honouted friend and w- 
srorLcr Cabu rumsbottam Das Tandon would allow us to put him at 
our head in the Board, to gnide us in the intneaties of municipal 
administration, and to sliow* w how best to scrkC out dty and feBow 
citiaens of AJlahabad. U'lth great difEculty he cotismled. Subsequently 
it appeared that «omc hfobmmedan gentlemen laid stress on having 
a biuslim efuirman. There was no Ilindu-Muslini question in^■D^•ed 
in the matter, but some efforts were made to create one and thus 
perhaps to infiucticc a feiv s-oteis. To us of the Congress and the 
Khibfal, it mattered little whetha a Hindu or Muslim ssus elected 
chairman, provided he was competent and was a noncooperator. We 
ssDUtd gladly have put forward out dear cclltaguc Moulvi Kamaluddm 
Jafri, but for hu illness which has incapadblcd him for a while from 
doing any woih. As soon as Babu Puiusholbm Das Tandon got to 
Jinoiv of the efforts to crate frwiWc bebvetn Hindus and Muslims 
over the question of the chaitroansWp.wifli his fine delicacy and nobility 
be insirted that be would not stand and that we should put forward 
Moulvi Kamaluddin Jafri in spite of l«s illness. Mr. Jafri during his 
illness could only be a nominal chaimun; but if our Muslim cooperalor 
AiIirA- wavwtsd .\te.slim J JAislim tliqv wiaiW .have- Jurt fw! .wjmU hr 
a noncoopentor. ^\'c detenwned as a party to put fom-ard Mr. Jafn 

t. Utter to rb« Editor, The Utirt, 6 .^pIa 192J. 

2. RetM dcitiKt Kxl serdom |o^ Dnabcr of ilie /Stldbated Board 
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as 3 candidate if the coopcralor Mosliim leally were keen on liaving a 
Muslim. It soon appeared, horxt^tr, that aH the tall tall about a 
Muslim chairman indulged in by our coopentor friends svus merely a 
cloak for ha^ng one of their omi friends elected. We were informed 
that they uould oppose Monlsi Kamaluddia Jafri and Mould put for- 
Murd a retired pensioner as their candidate. 

Under these circumstances there was little point in out putting for- 
iraid Mr. Jafri in his present serious stale of health. Mr. Tandon not 
apecing to stand, I uus asked by bim and my other collcasucs to stand 
and most reluctantly and nnwflltngly I bowed domi to their nrishes. 
The burden they hare thrust on me ts great and I do not know hosv 
I shall succeed in shouldering it hiit do I know jet hon' it mil affect 
or interfere unth my other and to me more important work. 1 feel that 
flie right penon his not been chosen. I know that Mr. Tandon or 
Mr. Jafri, or indeed some ofliet of my colleagues, would lus-c been a 
far better chairman than 1 an hope to be. I only hope that before 
long, my friends will take pi^' on me and consent to rclkne me of this 
responsibility and to put a better man in my pbce. 

Allahabad Jawaharlal Kehru 

April 4 [1923] 


2. To Collector of Allahabad' 


4 Aptd 1923 

Dear Mr. Knox, 

I hare jujt leceised your letter. Yon bme been incorrectly informed 
about the proposal to discuss a resolution on the 5flj. So far as I ato 
aware no mectinK of the Board is talisg place tomo n ow. 

I shall be glad to sec you tomornm- morning at any time between 
8 and 10.30 am, I am sony I cannot come in the aftOTOon as I shall 
ht <yA cS the slaJritm fei a wlfflc. 

As j-ou arc doubtless aware I hare come to the Board to represent a 
certain policy and to do my ntisost to further that policj-, with due 
regard to the bettennent of the tity and people of ADahabad. I desire 

I. AIlahaI«4 Muiudpa] Board (nfentd to tereafto as A.M.B.) RJe 2/JQM of 
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no conllict wilh anytinc but I jball cabmiy cndcsfflur to canj- cut 
that policy. M Cliainiun oF the Boatcl I mint obey and cany out 
the direction} of the Board. If I luppen to diiagrcc in any mattei of 
principle, oi il the Consres! Cominittee Jo dnirej it, I jhall (cndei my 
tesignalion. Otlicr conndefationj are rot ISicIy to influence me much. 
I regret that 1 canriot split imiclf up into wriouj compattmenls— one 
for “general politics*’, annthet for “.Munic^I ailain" and $o on. 

Will jtm be good enough to drop me a line to say what time would 
suit jou tomonow morning, Please send youf reply to my rcsidenec, 
Anand Bluwan. 


Yours sinKiely. 
Jawaliatbl N’eliru 


3. Circular to U.P. ConcretamsA on Municipal Work' 


In obedience to the dirertions of the Piovincul Congress Committee, 
we endcasnmed to capture the monictpaUlies of this pnnince. Wc 
ran our candidata for them on tlie <1at and ofticpealcd ground of 
Congress and Kliilafat policy and piognnjmc. W'c stood for those 
principles and not merely for the mdmduab we had put forv'urd; wc 
made il clear that the main purpose of our going to tho numimpalibes 
was to help in the national slnigglc. We did not desire to wTCck the 
munidpsliljcs or to pliy the rati of obshuclionists. But wc wanted 
to work them honestly and efficiently m tlie bet interets of out dtie 
and abo\t all in accordance with tire Congress — Khilafat Programme. 

The support tlial wc demanded we base rcceiitd. The public 
ol these pton'nces has shown most unmrstaVably on which side ib 
syirpalhics arc. 'llicy ha« not voted for our little self, but for tiie 
Congress and Kliilalat and liaiO thin made il tlear that they want us 
to work according to the Congress programme. How then arc we to 
work? 1 do not wish to answer the question in ib narrower sense fust 


) To j 5) Distnet. Tovrn and Tsdiitt Cocgttti Commilltn snd mnnlim of the 
r.C.C, y Apl 192J. , , , 

UP. Government Seatt Police Abstrxt V*1 XL1, Ji) 15(17). IS April 1925, 
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at present, It s\ill paliaps be iksiiablc ior Congressmen connccicd 
witli municIpaHtitt to tneef to;^llicr and foinmbite a joint eonsistent 
polic)’ in regard to local demands. U'e carr car/If meet about tlie t«wc 
of tlic nat I’rou'nciil ConuniHec meeting ulikli will fate place irt 
AltliiW on Ik 121h May, 192J. Mcaooliilc il »ill k (Icfalilc i! 
brief reports were sent to ns about the condition of tlic s-arious muni- 
cipalities, the Congress strcu,§th in tJicm and tlic jcncial oittloob. lliC 
qtiCTtion of linisling tlic nationil fla5 on tbe municipal building may 
aop up in any city and I sbouM spemlly liVc to bnosv jtiur sievs 
and )0ur Committee's \icwa in Hie mafler. 

I cannot sa) mitcli about Hie debib of your future mimicipal woib 
but 1 am very clear about tlic principle. The great werb lliat lies before 
eery Congresstnan is to fight for Sn-araj uncasingly, to strengthen Hie 
Congress and rot to rest till we har-c acliincd our goal. Es-oytlilng 
else is secondary. We liavc gone to tbe municipalities to help ouf 
primary object; not ht scconiaty and coflJparatii'rij' unimporUnt rea- 
sons. Let us be careful that vx do not forget this or else our captur- 
ing the munidpalilics will become a curse to us ratliei than a bless- 
ing. If by our presence in the Municipal Board our Congress work 
suffers then it is better for us to leare the Board and concentTatc on 
the Congress work. On no account can we allow iJic Congress to 
bkc a back seat You may ba\-c blcn offire. My collague and fel- 
low Secretary of the Provincial Congress Committee, Cliaiidliri Khaliq- 
uz-Zaman, has been elected Cliairman of the Luclnow municipality*. 
Oirr Coneral Secretary, Pand/t IlarUnm N'atb ^Jurs, fias been elected 
Vice-Chairman. I ha>c been trade Cluitman of the Allahabad Boaid. 
It is somewhat of a shock to me to occupy the post and to carry the 
additional burden. We had all hoped that our comrade Srijut PufO' 
ihottim Das Tandem would Itanoor us by accepting this office. But 
he was reluctant and ulh'in.ih;fy for various reasons into which I need 
not go, 1 was put in the chair. I accepted the office because tny com- 
rades demanded this of me, but I accepted it w-ith considerable mis- 
givbgs. I feel that tlie WTong man has been chosen when belter men 
were available. I tmsl tliat I will be permitted at an early date to 
hand over charge to some colleague of ours fitter for the task than I am. 

Today 1 am Chaimian of Alkhabad Municipality and Secretary of 
the Provincial Congress Conmiitlee. 1 have little doubt in my mind 
abocft ffie icfetfve rmporOince of C6e fno offices, f am prouder of the 
Secrebiyjhip and if th^ Caaiadttee Kill fiavc me I mfend stickmg to 
this Secretaryship, This k my train work and I shall not pennit other 
functions to interfere with this to any large extent. The day I am 
satisHcd that the municipal Oiahmanship is mjuring my Congress work 
that day I shall submit my nagnation of the Chairmanship. For the 
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Clairmauifitp b to me onij the meant for tming the nation for 
liastetimg Swaraj, lie Ust method of doing jo b to go Jtnighl ahead 
tm the lines clalVcd out lij* our laden and not to ^wnder in the ihady 
alleys and buds of conttitulional actnit)'. My mentality b wolu- 
lionat}. I bclicc in ccsolution and in direct action and in battle. I 
tnow tiiaf itiiny tima we sfialt Ime to adwtjcc and engage the enemy 
and oEct the ine\-ihV.e price of fttedom Ware we finally carry out the 
citadel. But 1 Inoiv also tlut iciolutioot require training and discipline, 
that direct action require* soldicrt. Tliaefore, nc must organbe and 
instil diKiplinc amongst our \rotkets. I hare rr-ritten at mine length 
to temosn any misapprehension tliat may tias'C aruen on account of 
my becoming Cliainrun of the municipality. I want my fcllow-rroik- 
ers to knou- and understand me completely. If any one imagines that 
I am going to function as Cliairaian (d the Alblialud Board for the 
nett three years and to let m) olhn duties suffer he b grossly mutaken. 
1 do not lorgct the Imtary arid agony of India during the bst fciv jtais 
and I am net going to spend most of my time in any o(!i» while my 
Ixlascd ladcr lies in ]ii1. I stall gist laltle wliencitr I can, I shall 
fight and hit liard whcnes'cr 1 may. Tlal b my rosin function till 
Ssvanj b attained. AH else b training and ptcpaniion. 

Jawnharbl Nehns 


4. To Commissioner, Allahabad Division, regarding Passenger 
Tax' 


Mo. lW/Xll-2/2 


Albhabad 

dated April 24. 1923 


Sir, 

With icfetcnce to G.O. no. 1370/X1-595E, dated April 10, W23 receiv- 
ed under your office endorsement no. 6H3/XXIII153, dated Apnl 
14, 1923, I hive the honour to fotu-ard a copy of Board’s resolution 

1. VJ. CcrtTnimait Procteduies Nw. I to 51, Miunopat Dcpartmtnl File I*. 
59)C, April 1917. Pjisftijtf tax, AlUiatnd Mimieipaltj— No. 9(a) and 9{b). 
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no. 22, tinted /\pn1 21, 1923 acctplmg Uic follosving rates of commiJ* 
lion (iemanded by the Last Indian and ollici Railsraji for the collec- 
tion of Ihe Ur 

1. Oudli and RoliilUiaiiJ lUdvraj .. 3% (subject to a 

marinium of 
lU. 1,600 pet 
annum) 

2. East Indian Railway .. 57» 

3. Bengal North-Western RaHway -• 1% 

Tlic board also untlcrtales to bear Ihe initbl cqscnjcs lo be incurr- 
ed by the Cast Indian Railway in iuppl)ing toised printed ticlets- 
(2) WHlh reference to jniif cnqniiy as lo fiow the money icalired 
from llib lat will be ipcnt, I lu\e to draw joiir altcntlon to fcsoliilkm 
no. 6911* of the board already sent to you. All unitary improirmcnt 
in the city will be condurisc to llic licaltli and consenienct of the 
pilgrims and a spcdal cHott is being made lo impros'C the uniution of 
the city. Tire water supply also affeeb the pilgrims greatly. Tube 
wells are being sunl in ctda lo improse the water supply and the 
tube ttdl in Daraganj is specially snant for tlic constnicncc of the 
pilgrims. Oor new budget estimate for 1923-24, sshich I hope to send 
you witliin 10 days will indiatc lo you Ihe mannw in which the 
board intends to spend money on sanitary projeeb. These projeeb 
will cost the board a far brgcr rum of snoncy Usan is lilely* to be realiz- 
ed from the lax. It b our intention to eater specially for pilgrims and 
we are ashing out Medical Officer of llealtli lo suggest mctliods s^hCT^ 
by we can add to the convenience and hcaltli of our sisitois. 

Youn, etc, 
fanaharlal Nehru 


COPT OF Bourn’s irsoLonos 

Resolved that the rates of commission demanded by each ndnay 
and noted in paragraph 2 of G.Q. m. T78 of January 19, 1923 be ac- 
ttpled. 

Resolved furthn that the board underblcs to bear the initial ez- 
poists to be incuned by the East Indian Railway in supplying revised 
printed tickets equal to tbs sto<i which will become useless owing to 
the addition of the tax to the &re. 


Z mcloded hae. 


All.UiyJU3 MraaPAl COW} 


5. On the Board's PaironsDo' 


Tlic Munidjat fioard emploj^ a hip: number of petwns m the wriouj 
drpaftmnib under its fontfol and hat tfiuj a great dal of patronage 
at its command. ]t uould Ic a plaliltidc, liaidlj- dcsctving of re* 
petitierj, to «)• tJut on tltc iotegritj- and competence of dfe cmplojws 
depends the effickncj' and utilil)' of tlic Board. Pbtituda ate duB 
tilings, uiiplasant reminders of stSI snore unpfaunt facb. f nould 
not Ime scntufcd to olTct these olsenatiom to memhers of tlio Board 
if I iiad not Iiad the inufortunc during the past feu' of coming 
across sesttal inshnees nhete Uws uholesomc pfab'tude sros forgotten 
or ignored. I tusn been pestered nifti applications for appomtments. 
Some genllcincn hart imagined tint my position in li« Board \rtuld 
bcflttatc tfirir enltince to a bnd Bossing vsiti> mill; and tioney. Chits 
and iccommendatioiss has'C been brought to me from friends and at- 
tempts lias-e been made to mfiiicncc me in favour of various appih 
eanls. I las-e no doubt that cvtT>' other member has a similar tale 
to tell Tlic lUceulivc Officer lias nude the tame complaint to me. 
llieic is evidenfiy an impression amoogst some people lljat tli: Board 
is a cliaritable orpnisation incaitt to supply soft jobs to the needy 
and tlie desen i'ng, an as 3 luRi for the ftalr and (be fame nhofiaie faffed fn 
the battle of life and sslio nou' seel shtUet wider the hospitable roof 
of tire oiunicipahty, 

I think tliat tnembcis should male it s-cry clear Out this kind of 
thing will not be tolerated for an insbni. I vould suggest that some 
general principles be laid dewn for llie guidance of the public and all 
applicants for posb. Personally I haw an almost unconquerable aver- 
sion to the "chit" Bjstem. Naily ev-ciybody in Indu givTS a teti- 
monial, and nearly cvciyanc flaunts tlicsc “eJuts" in the face cl a long 
suffering people. I would suggest (hat wdi 'Ichifs" or testimonials 
should be made taboo, Every person who applies should give refer- 
cnees on^, Tlte necessary cnqBirio eaa b? made from tlw persons 
referred to. Any person bringing a specific letter of itcommendarion 
addressed (o a member or the Eieeutjyc OlBco should be vieivcd »ith 
disfavour. It sliould be made quite efeat that an applitant I«scns his 
clttiiccs by trying to influence the officer concemed in this manner. If 
all members refrained from giving tcslimoiiials to appliants for posts 

1. H Ajrfl 1511. AMX, File No. 1/XB-l •( WU. 
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and only ans\^ered references made to them, a liealtliier atmosphere 
would immediately be introduced in oor actinties. 

I shall be \-eiy glad jf members would maVc su^csb’ons as to bow 
to deal with the rjuestion. It is trot easy of solution. Yet I am sure 
nt tan sobe it if only nt sHd: to this priidplc that incompetence 
is a deadly sin and will not be tolerated in any department of our 
woiL I would penonally introduce the clement of responsiWlily as 
far as possible in e\'ery department and hold the head strictly accoont- 
able for any lapse or slacfaicss of his subordinate. Only tlitis can work 
prosper. 

Tbc Eseculht OEcer and 1 will try' out utmost to impto\e matters 
according to out lights but the help of esciy member is needed and 
I earnestly and respectfully stdicit this help. 


Jarrabarla! Nehru 
Chainnan 

2+4-23 


6. On the Report of the Water Works Enquiry Committee' 


The report* reveals an ataotdmaiy slate of a&irs. I am not con- 
cerned with indnidual responsibility. It is dear that without respon- 
sibility tlic Water Works Dep arti nent is being run in an peScient 
manner. The daily Me of the people is peihaps more aEected by this 
Department than fay any other. A smgfe day’s stoppage means m^iy 
for ihonsands. I bust the Board will see to it that this Department 
is run on thoroughly cEdent and busmess lines. Every oEcct in the 
Department must ^ made to imderstacd that the Board wil] hold 
him petsonally responsible for die proper running of the departmental 
madiinciy. Success and Muie will be the tests applied In case of 

1 . Til* leaier. JO April 1925. 

2. Tbe Bnrd had appoicted a ocnmittas to eQC[iiire into the 

of &e wate «wki and tie ceanaiate had reprmttnded dss eegmea for 
atjjecliftg hi] dstis. Tbe repeat and its teconsnendabcQS vece cooadered 
it an emejauy aeetinj of tit ASah^ -Mcjuaja} EtanJ cc 23 AprS 2923. 
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the latter, excuses will not find ^our wth the Board, and immediate 
and drastic action will be tahen. Only such officers should be em- 
plojed who arc prepared for this responsibilih'. 

1 ha\-c noted witli surprise the tanaiLs made by the Superintending 
Engineer, Public Hallh Department, rqgaiding the administrab'on of 
onr water storks. Since August 1920 or perhaps even earlier he has 
been passing very disparaging lemarta on tlie state of the water works. 
I do not know if these remarks were brought to tl»e notice of the 
Board, and if so, what action the Board took. A remark in tlie re- 
port to the effect tliat the ‘Executive Officer threatened the Water 
Works Engineer that the matter would be laid before the Board if 
any further delay occurred' has snipiiscd me considerably. From tliis 
it appears that the Board was not usually informed of these matters. 
A S}'Stcm which tolerates this sble of affairs is wroirg. Any serious 
aiticism by a responsible officer of out work must be brought to the 
notice of Board svithout delay and immediate steps should be taken 
to meet it. 

I trust that the enquiry wnH result in straightening up affairs in the 
Department. 

Jawaharlal Nehru 


7. On Electoral Reform' 


‘‘Upon the matter of relating the suffrage”, said Montesquieu*, "de- 
pends the destruction or salvation of Slate.” And since the days of 
Montesquieu, a hundred and fil^ years ago, a conbnnous demand has 
come forth from the people for a broadening of the franchise, and 
latterly for universal suffrage. In India also stress has often been laid 
and rightly on this extension of the nght to vote. But equally im- 
portant is the technique of elections and the method for preventing 
fraud and corrupt pricfi’ces. Evesyone wfio fias had anyffimg to db 
with elections in any country knows how difficult it is to deal with 

1. 7 May 1923. AJ*LB. File 3Alfl «i 1923. 

2. (1689—1755); French pclihcal phnosc^bei and author of D« L'Es^l its Leu. 
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these questions. In Ahahahod we ha\c oniy recently had some es- 
taordmary instanos of impersonatioc and unfair dealing. Members 
of the Board, fresh from their elections, would do well to gK’C a thoi^ht 
to these matten and endeavour to find a way out. 

I ha\-e recci^td two letters tm this nil^'ect from Go\'eramenl which 
I am circulating amongst members for their information. In one of 
them tlie proposal is made that in municipal clertions each candi^te 
should he prosided with a separate ballot maxhed by some distinc- 
the colour or emblem, or alternatively, that on soting papers in ad^ 
don to the names of the candidates ttete should be added some dis- 
tinguishmg sjinbols. If either of these proposals is adopted and no 
other change made, it might result in our having as amy of a dozen 
or more loUot boxes or a ballot paper with a multitude of signs and 
sjTDboU. It is also dear that wifli a ballot box for esxry candidate 
there can be no secrecy of wting even for the literates. 

To my mind the chid difiiadty in Allahabad is the existence of 
plural coQstitoenries. la non-Moslem 'Vard III there aic as manf 
u Eve seats. In Ward IV there are fonr seats amongst the Moslems 
and four amongst the norj-Mosleim. This fa very undesirable aod fc 
avmge illiterate voter is hopelessly at sea when he faces the returning 
officer. The first reform tirat fa needed therefore fa the weation of 
single member constituencies. Plural constitoendes can only be justifi- 
ed if we have proportional representation by means of the single trasss* 
feiable vote. That fa admittedly the best and the most scientific sys- 
tem and it givos every minority a dunce, and I earnestly hope dut 
before vxiy long this will take the pbee of oux system of communal 
lepresentalion. Bet dab system fa only meant for tiiose who have 
lecttvtd a fair amonnt of educatioD. Thus for the present there should 
be no plural censtitnendes. 

In New Yoik and elsewhere in America great importance fa attach- 
ed to having small electicFii districts and usually they consist of dOO 
volets, or at most 600. It fa very difficult in a smaD dfatrirt of this kind 
to impersonate soters or to indulge in many other corrupt practices. Thus 
we should aim at dfaiding op oar an^e member constituency into a 
number of smaller distri^ eadi having a pn 11 ?ng bootii. Tlie chief 
ebjeebon to this is the malt^lication of election oEdals. But that 
evQ fa preferable to shameless impasooation. 

Anotha check on corrupt paetices in America is a system of per- 
sonal registration in every totsn more than 5000 inhabitants- This 
takes pbcc some days Wore tiie polling and only those who come 
and register themsdvus pcsonalty are entitled to vote. 
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If the above charges aie brought about then it will not be neces- 
sat)' or desirable to ha\e a large number of ballot bo^es. It maj how- 
ever be desinble even then to base a sjmbol on the voting paper. 
Such S)inbols base been In me in America c^. the Democratic can- 
didate has a star, the Republican an eagle and the Prohibitionist a 
fountain. 

The second proposal made by Government is tliat every candidate 
for municipal election should be retired to deposit a security of Rs. 
50/- which will be liable to be conBscaled in the event of his securing 
less than a certain percenbge of votes recorded. 1 do not hoow if 
Rs. 50/- will keep away many aspirants. Still I think that it W’ould 
be desirable i! this proposal were acted upon. 

I shall be glad if members will favour me with their opinion on the 
above points at an early date. 

Jawahatlal Nehru 


8. On Municipal WorK durlns April and May 1523' 


I am obliged to those Chairmen of Cornmittees and heads of d^rt- 
menb who have been good enough to send me reports of the work 
done during the last too months.... 

I notice that the standing committee are not taking as much interest 
in the work of their departmeob as they should Estiaoxdmaiily few 
meetings are held and even then there is a poor attendant*. Each 
Committee should keep a very dose watdi on its department. In- 
stead of this I 6nd toat a committee me^ once in a blue moan 
and if, fortunately, a v^uorum is present, a rrambet of routine matters 
are gone through. If it was necessary for the board to meet 19 times 
during the two months it was necessary for each coirurittee to meet 
at least once a week. The record b very poor. The Octroi* Com- 
mittee met s« times of which two meetup had to be adjoumetf for 


1, The Leiiier, 16 June 1921 

Th« Tots utilt, lekwwS auiets ol wlali b»e been pinted, is ol interest « 
the first <^cul report draEted by Jawduilal 
2 Octrrn U i duty levied on artid» ca fteir entry rato a town. 
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want of a quoniin. Messrs. MaFliar Husain*, Girv'^i SsKcra* 
and Khan Batodui M\Thainm«i Abdul Baqi Kban* only atlcmlcd one 
meeting. An important natter lilc the revision of tlic octroi rules 
couM not be taken because of want of a quonirn. 'Hie Cliaitman 
specially drew Hie attention of members to tlic importance of this 
question and yet at Hie atljoumcd meeting only Hie Cliairmin and Mr. 
C. T. Robbie* were present. It is somculat surprising to me why so 
much keenness is exhibited at the time of the dcction of the standing 
committees, when many mciiibas have no intention of attending ineeb 
ings or in any way helping the admmijtialion of their departments. 

I have referred to tlic octroi report That is, as a matter of fact, the 
best report I have got. Tlie other reports, excepting Hie Educab'on 
Committee’s, exhibit a more nocfnl state of affairs. Tlic Education 
Committee met &vc times, one meeting proving abortive for vv'snt of a 
quorum. The Public Healtlj Committee met three times; the Public 
Works Committee hvice, tlic second meeting having two members only, 
the chairman being one of the absentees; Hie Seiul Committee twice 
and the Town Improvcnenl Committee once only. I Juve had no 
report from Hie Mechanical Plants Committee or the Hackney CarriagB 
Joint Comimucc, but I presume that they love not distinguislied Ihcnv 
selves in this particular. 

1 can undentand the Town [mprovement Committee not meeting 
frequently, for, as the Chairman put it. Hie business of the Committee 
does not consist of routine work of miking pbns. But I presume 
that the process of making pbns and brain work generally would be 
helped by camultation amongst the oiembert of the committfic. So 
far as the other committwa arc concerned, it is a wonder to me how 
they can any on in the manner they do. The Public Health Conv 
mittce and the Public Works Committee have charge of most impor- 
tant departments. Daffy compbints come to me about the work of 
these departments and yet the committees have only met three times 
and hvice respectively. I have been grieved to notice that the chair- 
man of the ^blic Works Committee left his charge for a full month. 
He has sent me a report, one of the lengthiat 1 have received, and 
)et I regret I have found lilHc satisfactioii in it It is fuH of good 
intentions but little lias been done or attempted. On-ing to the Dl- 
ness of the municipal engineer, and the absence on leave of the head 
clerk, work has hampered and is in great ariean. The Chair- 

3. SeperiDtendent, AUaiatnd COort wd meiiiba A.MJ_ 1923. 

4. Memlw, AJ.I3, 1923. 

5. Wemba and tledd Jonwr ■WceOamMa, fime 1924. 

6. Secretary, Angb-Iodan and Dotokiled European Assocatijo, Albliabal 
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man of llic Cominillcc and his colleagues arc 'anxiously waiting to 
accompany the municipal enginctr on Im inspection trips’. I would 
suggest that they might well betir themseU-ea c\-en before the Munici- 
pal engineer comes back from lease. 'Ilicj' ha\c heasy woik before 
them. 'Tlicy must immediately sec to it tliat all li)drants arc raised 
above the ground, lliis matter Im become an urgent necessity now 
and an no longer be trifled wHh. The fact that suEcient budget 
prosTsion has not been made for tlm is no tason why tlie work 
should not be taken in liand immediately. Complaints of the water 
supply hate been made and we most tenws-e forthwith all possibilities 
of contamitration 

I would repeal what I haw often said in my circular letters and 
chasherc. Esciy had is rcsponriblc for his department. He cannot 
shirk r^ponsibility. Each hod clerk will be ailed to account for 
the faults of any clerk under him, adi head of department will be 
held personally responsible for all defects in tliat department. If any 
had of department thinks that Ire has incompetenb under liim, as 
some reports indiate, let him get rid of them ssith all speed and 
w-ithout mercy. 

I have \cntutcd to criticise ntiorn departments and to make some 
lu^estions for future work. Mv note would be of httle >alue if I 
did not express my true feelings in the matter. Personally I hare 
reason to be grateful to the permanent officers of the board and to 
my other collagucs far thdr nnifonn courtesy and indulgence. I 
would specially mention with gratitude the help I haw recentd on 
all occasions from Mr. N. K. Mukcfjd, the Jnnbr Vice-Chairman, 


June 10, 1923 


Jawaharlal Nehru 
Chairman 
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S. On the Trestmeni of Prostitutes' 


The question of the residence of prostitntes has been before the Board 
for many years. I have purposely Iteadcd this note diScrcntly. I Avant 
the question to be considered in its broader aspects and not merely 
on the narrow ground of place of residence. Let us know what ive are 
driving at and then we may be in a belter postion perhaps to achics'e our 
purpose. Last year the Board made a brave effort to abolish prostitu- 
tion by passing a resolution and appointing a committee. Thie effort 
v'as foredoomed to failure. The worU would be a very different place 
it we could abolish prostitution and lying and cruelty and oppression' and 
the thousand and one ills that flesh is heir to by resolution. Unhappily 
we can proceed hut slowly with the task erf regeneration. 

Admittedly prostitution is an evil and a canker which cats its way 
into society. It has existed from the dawn of history and we need not 
be vain enough to imagine that we shall put an end to it suddenly. But 
every where attempts arc made to lessen its evils In the interests of morals 
and public order and public health. In many cities of the West there 
prevail! a sj-stem of regulation atrd regisbation but this has largely failed 
to achlese the end in view. In some cities recognised and inspected 
brothels are kept. Tliesc too ate merely drops in the ocean and the 
vast majority of prostitutes refuse to be either registered or regulated in 
any way inspite of the best effotb of the police. The general tendency 
in the West no* is for the state not to r^ler or recognise iir any other 
way the profession of prostitution. An indirect way of dealing with the 
question is to open clinics for the treatment of venereal disease and to 
spread knowledge of the effects of such disease. It is also realised that 
prominence given to prostitution b a bad thing and rules are made 
generally to prevent this. Soliciting b an offence in many countries. 


1. A MB. General XII-Z DepL FHe No. 9 of 1921-22(^1926-27. 

Many years Jalci, cn 14 OeSeto 1958. fawaliarlal otoIc to Shri V. R. Kiisfma 
I>-cr on tins subject: "Thu u, ©f ernnw, a mapr social problem, and I vrisH 
success in ^om eSoits to deal ’wUn st. I cnnfcu, Uw-wer. that I have 
long felt dial iLc type ol dfnb tbal aic made usually meet vath little success. 
1 fttnemlaeT that, nearly thirlyGve je»a ago, when I was Chairman of the 
Allahabad Municipality, I tiied to do] with thu problem and "TOte a long 
note tn this subject. I did swt succeed to any marked estent The problem 
is 10 much cwrecied wifla ollw economic and socbl aspects of our life that 
it ia a little dilEcult to separate U Anyliow, it is ^lod to do sometliing 
about it." 


H 
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Pnntifutiwi, it h wtU a Uijcly t^ue to t\x-o cause? — llic 

tronomic and the human. If ut couW nisc the sblns of nomen ard 
afford Ihem lionouraldc careen nc «ouU do nwrc to-.urd$ the ievsenin; 
of the mil than b}’ any nrnnhe ol hjcb«i. Tlic human factor is more 
difEeuU to deal mlh, Ixit ntnthmg llial mates for social betterment 
and for ctjuahly btbsem tire sa« help in tire solution of the problem. 
tVe are scandalised at the Tcsideacc of postitutes in our midst. But 
prostituta do not cany on their ancient todc by lliemschts. Tlrey arc 
only one patty to the tranuetion. I tdJotn hear anything Bgiinst the 
olhw party, the man sslio esploits the poor ntjman and casts all the 
btirrre era Itcf. The proper ssay to daf «iA the question of prottitution 
h >0 mate it as dnhonourable for a man at for a nronun to help in it. 
^Vc nnnot do (hat bj' rules os bjtUtts, but only by raising pubk senti- 
ment in its fasTiur. (f public opinioii wtit strong enough sse could 
seduce smjcts of the crploitition and tlie apparent (tonser^uenewj of it. 
Some prostitution n-onid of eswise itnum so tong as men and ssomen 
do rot become better as a whole than they art today, 

Tlic proposals to prcv’cnt prostitutes from residing in most of the 
tesidcnlial or buiinesi quarten of the oty wrould necnsinly result In 
their Wng segresated in a remote coma of tlic city, if tlse bjtbwi 
were ligorously enforrol. Petsertuny 1 do not think jt will be pmible 
to dtnt out all prostituta from tlse prohiliited quailen. They may 
peiliaps gnr up their pobhe appearances hot they art ITtly to carry on 
prisatc!)'. But cm if ut succeed in drismg them out and concential- 
ing them in a remote comer of (lie City, lirov would this affect us? I 
shall quote from a Uiiropean autliorif) on (lie subject • 

"Jn the course of an enqut^ tliat included all she great cities of 
Europe from CUsgos*' to Budapest and from Rome to Osristianu I did 
not meet a single police officul wlio fjsxmtcd the concentration of ctn 
fcgistcrcil prostituto in a single ncigtiboinbood. Not only is such »n- 
centration or segr^lioti impracticable : it is highly undeirable. Pr> 
slitution, Iihc crime, is most dsngcrous and most offensut wiien it col- 
lects in nests. Hie segrtplion of prostitntton, ctn i{ pouiblc, would 
be obiccftonable precisely as (he segregation of crimmals would be 
objeefionabte.’* 

I feci tlut we should lay itscss on the following points : 

(i) rtccnl prostituta from tesWing near collcgo, schools & 
hostels. 

(ii) Wc should try to pul a stop to atl solidting and ail public 
examinations. 

Wc should sec to it that as little prominence is given to prostituta or 
thdi bade as possible. The si^ls to he nwl with in some parts of (he 
city of prostituta dispbjing ihcmseha from balconies etc. arc not 
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daiTaWc. 1 do not know if we can anything to stop it bnt I should 
certainly like to do so as I consider it is a flagrant kind of soliciting. 

(iii) The Board should mcouiage homes for women and gi« es’cry 
facility to such institutions where widows and other women 
are afforded shelter and taught useful trade. 

(iv) Cany on some cducatise propaganda among the people about 
the harmfulncss of x-cncrcal diseases. 1 belies e Ft. Krishna 
Kint Malavnj'a’s resolution deals with this question. 

(v) The laws of the country can help us by raising the age of 
consent and by imposing ettreme penalties on persons csploit- 
ing young girls and living on their earnings. 

1 do not believe in issuing a fiat that prostitutES must rot live in sny 
part of the city of Allahabad except a remote comer. If this is done I 
would think it equally reasonable to reserve another part of Allahabad 
for the men who exploit women and because of whom prostitution 
flourishes. 

Tawaharlal Nchiu 

m2} 

I would add that brothels or legabr houses of prostihib’on should on 
no account be permitted. 


10. On Rules regarding the Residence of Prostitutes* 


This matter has been pending for loany years and has repeatedly takers 
up the time of the ^id. In spite of many resolutions and several 
committees no final agreement has been sanctioned. Byelaws hare been 
made and then cancelled and ft is not easy to say what rules or bj'claws 
govern the residence of prostihilcs at present The Board made a 
valiant attempt, by appointing a committee for the purpose, to "abolish 
absolutely the profession of prostitation ", but this noble endeavour did 
not meet with the success it deserved. The matter is somewhat com- 
plicated and I have had to sec many files in order to understand its 
history'. In order to save memhers the trouble of having to gp through 
all those papers and files I am ^-ing some facts below. 


1. AJ.U. General XII 2 Dept FiJe So, 9 o{ 192122/1926-27. 
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The quetion of framing cJraft byelaws to control the residence cf 
prostitutes agitated our Board for some time. Escntually some draft 
byelaw-s were framed. These woe very stiS and allowed only a small 
strip of land east of ^rckhagh road in irard IV for the residence of 
prostitutes. They could not reside elsewhere. On 

29.8.19 Tliesc draft byelaws were refened to a subtommittee of 5 
(Messo R, N. Baso etc.) 

16.11.20 Mr. R. N. Basil sends report on behalf of sulKomraittee, 
Says no otlicr member of subcommittee attended. Hence 
report usr only his personal one, 

16.3.21 Board passed 3 bychws in accordance with recommendations 
of Basu's committee. 

H.6.21 Tliese 3 byelans sanctianed by Govt, and published in Gazette 
to come into force from 1st January’ 1922 {see byelaws). 

6.U.21 Bydaws announwd by beat of drum-press ctCL 

6.12.21 Motion to uncet byebw t etc. Board adjourns because of 
Chairman’s (P. D. Tandon’s) arrest that day. 

10.122 Motion to cancel byclaws. Consideration postponed for 6 
montlis epparsoriy because P. I>. Tsndon so desired it 

12.7.22 Aboie motion accepted by Board Committee appointed to 
draw up scheme to abolish absolutely the profession of 
prostitution. 

28.7.22 Meanwhile some other dralt amcndmenls made to byelaws. 
Board appoints a fresh committee leith B. Damodar Das as 
chairman to report uhetha ftese byelaws aie "in consonance 
with the spirit of Muoidpahbes Act”. (This committee has 
not yet submitted any report). 

8.9.22 Report of sub^omimltee appointed to abolish prostitation. 
Suggests bw etc. (sw). 

11.1.23 Board resolution. Above committee has failed to cany out 
Work entnuted to it. Prostitution still flourishes. 

This is the position today. Leplly the three byelaws published in 
the Gazette on 14621 have sbll the force of law. The resolution of 
the Board cancelling byebw I does not take away anything from the 
J^l force of the bydiw. On the oflier hand it is very undesirable to 
take 1^1 action on the basis of a 6ye&w v.'fncfi tfie Boanf ifeeii" das 
attempt^ to cancel. It is thcrcfoic necessary that the position be made 
clear. Either byekw one be removed from our byelaws in the manner 
provided for by the law and byetam 2 and 3 also either removed or 
altered, or die byelasvs should he confinned and an attempt nude to 
enforce diem. I would also poant out tiiat the resolution of the Board 
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dated 12.7.22 only purported to cancel bydaw I and did not touch 
byelaws 2 and 2. 

A «ide iwoe has ako arisen. In July 1922 one Muhammad Ahabaf 
and othcR sold a house in moha^a Chonh to a proshtotc named Ahhtan- 
Tiic residents of the miJiaUa directed and sent in a petition demanding 
action under the new byelaw. Thereupon (on 6.8.22) the Executis’e 
Officer issued a notice to the \endor directing cancellation of the sale, 
(on 12.7.22 Board accepted motion cancetiing byelaw 1 and on 287.22 
Damodar Das Ccmmitlce appointed). No fotthe: action taken. The 
residents of muhaUa have also appealed to Commissioner willi whom 
Board his been corresponding on the sol^cct. In letter No. 5432 dated 
234.23 Commissioner draws attention to fact that even if bjelaw 1 be 
enforced, no prosecution can take place for a sale of house property- 
The byelaw only applied to the residence of public prostitutes and not 
to their acquiring propaty. Coirnnksioner wants Board’s opinion about 
bjeUws so that he may cither take steps to cancel them or tire Board 
nay enforce them. 

I agree with the Commissionei's inleiprcbb'on of the byelaw' 1. J 
think it is dear that under byelaw I wc annot proceed against a prosb' 
tutc or ary other party for buying or selling house property in the 
prohibited area. Byelaw 2 is atnb^ous on the point. The words . 
"otherwre dispose of" would seem to include a ease of sale. 1 feel 
however that it would be wrong to proceed in the courts apinst any 
party unda the rircumsUnoes mentioned above. I would suggest to 
the Board that tliis matter be dropped and no steps be taken against the 
vendor or vendee, 

I would abo suggat that byelaws 1, Z and 3 be cancelled and that the 
Commissioner be asked to fake the necessary steps for this purpose. It 
will be difEcuIt to amend them or improve them. Let us remove them 
entirely and then proceed with a clean sbte. Some action is I think 
necessary. Tlic problem is a most difficult one and cannot be solved 
merely by resolution. Tlic Boanl can hardly frame byelaws or even 
amend them without a previous considcotion by a committee. I know 
that committees on tliis subject hav’c not a proud record. One of them 
tat on the file for many months and cvcntnally returned it without aoy 
suggestion. Stilt I would suggest that a committee of three or 3 be 
appointed to suggest rules or byelaws and to report within a month. 

I am making my suggestions as to how «c should view this questirm 
on a separate sheet. 


fawahatUl Nehru 
106.25 
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If. On Presenfatlon of Civic AddtetsH' 


U lu? of old been the cutlom of municipalitic* and olfier local bodies 
lo bonouT rren of nulc wbo ha\t tcntal ftdt rif)' or fttir coonlry and 
ha« dcscnod ntll of ibeir fclloir<ounttjincn by the presentation of 
addresses of 0x100100. In Ungbnd Ihc freerfotn of tlie cit)’ is usually 
confciietl on the fasouied iodo-idual. In India no sudi elabontc cerC' 
monul Is t;one throiiijli anti the local bodies content themscls’cs merely 
will the presentation of an address. In punuanct of this practice a 
large number of Gosemment ofliculs liaw been fasoured nilh castets 
and addiessa, No objection ivas nised to this on behalf of lire Goitto- 
ment, and the money spent thereon nett ghdly sancHoned. Municipal 
Boards we encounged to boss dovni and uonhip before the rrpresenta- 
tii-cs of the poutf that held the coiintiy. Memben of the old boards, 
Inoiight up in the traditions of a bi^onc age, accepted this state of affairs 
as ore of the inscrutable dbpensalions of I*fo\idcnce apinst nhtcli It 
was unuisc lo rebel. Tlie usual stale of many boards, embanasserJ with 
deficits or tooVing forward (0 Goi'Cmment loans and grants, was one of 
trepidation lest the Gmemment be annoyed and infer olu refuse ffnaiv 
cial help. And so this process of notal colbpse went on and board 
after board did not honour tliose whom it would hast tiled to honour 
and lo whom Ihe lionour was due but lliose llic Cosemmwit wanted to 
honour. It did not honour any rodividual for his s-ittucs but simply 
beratse he happened to occupy a mtain post or wear a certain uniform. 
Honour was due to the diair of Stale or lo the lisety of office and not 
to the person, wise or unwise, good or bid, who luppcned to tit on that 
chair or wear that lisety. llns anangcmcnl, howeser humiliating lo the 
board, was entirely to tlie liling of the gcirtlcmcn wearing these liveries 
and sitting on these gilded chairs, and there was or could be no conflict 
bchsccn them and the board. 

Latterly, howes-er, boards have developed the inconvenient habit of 
thinling for themselves. They have even presumed to honour men 
whom llie Go\-CTnmcnt docs not like. In our own city of Allahabad, 
for the Srst time in the history of om board, a non-officul, Deshbandhu 


1. The Leader, 29 Joae 1921. 

On 21 Mjy 192J the UP CovctmwiiI infomicd tocal dufnet and mnnidpal 
bodies that turds would be Hneboned for ll« jnesentation of addresses only 
to the Governor Genoal and the Connor. Ii«.5baibl wrote ihis note for 
tbe guidance of the membas of hu Board 
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Chittaianjan Ehs, vi-as presented wfli an address of wlcome some 
months ago and the board also dedded to honour similarly Hakim Ajmal 
IChan Sahib. A ^sy pet^ stun of Rs. 25/- tvas voted for their addresses. 

Foe jeais past the CJovonmcnt had b«n sanctioning tvilhoct demor 
the considerable sums spent on caskets etc. gis-en to Goverament offi- 
cials. But now that the con-official has entered their preservts, their 
conscience has begtm to bouhle ftem. Hasiog swallowed many 
camels they are now straining at a gnat A G.O. informs me that the 
quesbon of public erpendihirc bj- moniripal and district boards on the 
presentation of addresses svas referred to the Standing Committee of 
the l^gislabs'C Conncil appoint^ to advise the Minster for Local Self- 
Gos’eminenL This Committee has recommended that e xpen diture on 
addresses to other than the Gos'emor-Gencral or the Governor of these 
prosinces should not be sanctioned. This recommendation has been 
accepted by tiie Gos’emor ‘acting wifli his Mi nt s tm*. 

It is dear that Gwemment are not much concerned with the finan- 
cial side of the question. They want to put a stop to the presentation 
of addresses to persons they do not lie and instead of acting in an 
honest and stialghtfomard manner, they has-e adopted these tortuons 
and indirect metbods. But flic dosen hoof is appaienL 

quabon for the Board to constder is whether they are going 
to ahdiate from thai funebons and lease it to the Govemment to 
dctOTine srbom they are going to bocoor and whom they must not 
a quetiem of political opinion. Every member of 
e Board, wtales'cr his opmicns on wider issues may be, must jealousy 
goard^ the rights and prerogitim of the Board and lefose to tolCTstc 
My iatcrierence with them. The pcqxKal of the Government to 
mlerfee, hewmer indh^-, with one of the established rights of the 
Btoid B an insult and irrtpctincnce. I trot the Board will agree with 
this new and wffl so infenn the Govenimcnt. 


Jawaharlal Nehru 
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ii. Hole to Members of the Board end Heads of Departments' 


I Im-e received hvo important commnnications from the Commission- 
ci_ m the course oE tlie bit few da>s. Tlic first of thae nns the Com- 
rntssioner's reply to our anrtual teporf, and thi contains a brief suwey 
of municipil activity during the past j-ear. ITic second is his answer 
to out bu^et estimates for 192«4. I have replied to both these let- 
ters, and m the ordinary course bolb Ihc Commissioner’s letters and 
roy relies to them will be dregbted amongst members with a host 
®f other files, and eventually laid before the Board. It is possible that 
Jt only tills procedure was folloatd the attention of many membets 
not be dnwn to than. I atbch some value to the corre^on- 
dence, and would like every member to read it carefully. I have there- 
fore requested the officer to ciccubte these letters separately to all the 
members, so that each one of w may have an opportunity of consider- 
ing them. 

2- I have already had my say in roy tqilia, but I would He to lay 
speem stress again on some iinportaiil poinb brought out by the Com* 
missioner. Unfortunately I have to rdy on my memory, as I am 
away from ABahabad and have not got the cOTrespendeoee or any 
other papers \vith me. Another piece of iB hich is my being confined 
to bed wifli fever. 1 would therefore crave the indulgmc* of mem- 
«rs for the sciappiness of this note and perhaps for other mors of 
needlras repetition and the like. 

3. The Commissioner has laid repealed stress on the umalisfactory 
Condition of om finances. \Vc owe a sura of over Rs. fi, 00,000/- to 
Government and for some years wc have not paid anything towards 
this loan. This year we ha\e td aside a small sum for the purpose 
but tills is barely a tbird of the amount of the annual instahnerits. 
The result u that penal interest fe beuig chafed us and our debt a 
gradually mounting up. Membeis know that a new water worb orga- 
nisanon .scheme is being considered and in another year's time we 
have to raise a big loan to finance it Hmv will wc pay the 
interest and the sinking chaiges on Oris new loan if we cannot cope 
svith our present debt? It may be that we will be required to pay 
as much as two lakhs a year towards om loans. This will necessarily 


1- Jnly 192J. AA«. File Ko. 2fi/Vn« ei IWW4. 
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result in heas-y curtailment of other cipenses and perhaps the aban- 
donment of some projects. We most thwefore take slock of our 
assets and liabilities now and shape oitf course accordingly, There b 
a vei}’ natural desire in the minds of members to encourage the spend- 
irrg of mone}’ on objects of pnblic good eg. public health and sanita- 
tion, education, public works etc. TWs desire led the Board to alter 
considerably the recommendations of tlic Finance Committee in re- 
pid to our last Budget estimates. The amounts allotted to educa- 
tion and public health were largely inaeased at the expense of the sum 
budgeted for the repayment of onr debts. Wc cannot afford to be 
magnanimous with mone)' other than Our own and the best of pro- 
jects must w-ait if wc have no funds. 


4. The two waj-s of improving onr 6naoci3l condition are increasing 
our revenue and lessening out cxpcndihire. 1 do not know what new 
methods we can devise for increaang our revenue. We have recently 
rabed our octroi rates and the house and water taxes and wc cannot 
think ef any_ further increase at present Indeed 1 am doubtful if the 
present octroi rates do not m on the side of being too heavy. Octroi 
u not a ve^ desirable source of revenue*. It is alwuvs a nuisance and 
may sometimes become a serious hindrance to trade. There is already 
a tttdcnc)' in Allahabad amongst a number of traden to adopt under- 
hand methods in ordn to avoid the pavin®! of octroi. This must of 
cotBc be checked, but too high a rate of octroi will al\vn« lead to such 
prachccs. The new rates of house and mala taxes are also heavy and 
have rot imde the Board very popular with the public. Tbe only 
other pnnapa) source of monie is the tax on carriages and motors 
etc. \Vc are tijmg to get as much out of this as possible and we can- 
nol inCTeasc it indefiiutely. A new tax-the passenger tax-has been 
included in the budget but it has not vet been sanctioned by Govern- 
ment. How then are we to raise our revenue substantlalK? I confess 
no fes-'bk method but 1 am a novice and ^haps older 
members win be able to male hdpfol suggestions. A source of income 
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wliich T\c aic not fully iiHlbing at present is out sulbgc. I think that 
• ttc proceed m a buiinfs like ijunnci we iniglit undet (lie new wafei 
v^olll stlicinc tcalisc as Kxxth as Rs, 1^^/. jea.ly frem lire nle or 
olltn use of nur sulljgc. Iw lire present »ic eould easily get up to 
Rs. 12,000 per annum for out swiplos luflage. Tlic oflcr made to m 
lOMlic putcliKc of jorplus sulbgc meant this and we could hase got » 
lubstantul sum m-cn in the cunent finanail j-car. 

5. We come then to relrcnclimcnt. A committee Jos been rocsider- 
mg this for a considenUe lime. 1 hast no idea of what thej' have 
done so far and on what lines thty ate wwling. But to my mind teal 
refrcnchnient docs not consul in getting rid of a number of persons 
m Hie municipal etahlnhmcnt. A smaH stun saved Urns will not male 
miifh difference. Rnl retrcnchnicnt mmt atm at cfficjcncy, An effi- 
cient staff is alnaji diaper in the end. I regret tliat tlic present 
municipal staff is not elTicicnt Tlicic u far loo much slackness and 
gwienlly people do not seem to be wide awuVc or swift enough. If 
the recommendations of the Retrenchment Commillec result in intr^ 
during efTicicncy in our various departmenU then they may congratulate 
tbwsclvc on tire outcome of their labours. EfTmcncy will necessarily 
bring grater revenue and will lessen eapcndilofe. One cScfcnt per- 
son is worth more than any number of mefnrients and to employ an in- 
competent Of partly eompetcnl petson in order to save a small sum 
iJ the wont economy. 

fi- In this connccHon I sliould like lo say somciiiing about a wider 
issue. Ml large municipalities in India or the iVcst have to fcce the 
problem of the division of icsponsibility be^'ccn creperts and popular 
rcprcscnlatrves. Municipal administration « becoming more and more 
Complex and the esrpcrt is gradually coming in to guide if not to control 
the aftriTfxj of every dcparlmcol. Apart from mattes rrrquirjag teeb- 
nicaf Inovvlcdgc, ft is felt that special capencncc is requiiri for muni- 
cipal administration and mere "cwinnon $cn«'* is not enough. In Ameri- 
ca this has resulted in the evolution of a highly paid and a very effi- 
cient p««ofj called the “City Managet" who is the crecutivt had of 
the municipality. I/c has my large powers bul hd is ef coune subject 
Jo the elected rcpreenbtiies and can be diimissed by them at any 
moment. The city manager and other experts arc considered lo be 
the permanent officials of the Murndpalitr vvho do not, or should not, 
change with a diange in tlic political complexion of the elected re- 
ptescnfafwes, They are given the largest freedom and are only in- 
terfered with in matten of polky. Indeed it is impossible for any ex- 
pert to function if he is consUntly interfCTcd with, often by persons 
who have no special Irvowledgc of tte subject. He will not feel that 
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he is raporsible for tiic work cntrastcd to him and the pride of the 
artist and the specialist in him \sill seldom be quietened to action for 
the benefit of the Municipality. Under modem conditions we must 
have espeib. If use went to utdise them to Uic full wc must allmv 
them a free hand and tlieic sIjouU Lc as little interference as possible 
with tlicir work. The ultimate direction of e\cr)'tlimg must of course 
remain with the elected representatixes. Extry expert or permanent 
oSdal should know and feel that he is their scix'ant and lias to answer 
to them for cveqlhirg that he may do. Pcnnancnl officials who arc 
not under popular control, as we know to our cost, arc a danger agamst 
wWch we must guard. TTiey are too wooden, and utterly out of touch 
with the people, and have no sense of propoition or xision. They al- 
wa>s tend to make a close corporation of themselves, indulge in mutual 
praise and are wholly intolerant of people who differ from them. This 
cannot be permitted but the elected representatives can wtH have full 
control over their servants and )« aBow them a great deal of liberty. 


7. We should inhoduce the element of lespoiuilality and make the 
head of each department fuDy respomible for every sin of omission or 
commission of each clerk under him. We can only do so if we allow 
him wnsiderable freedom. We cannot thrust inefficient men into 
tis office and then hold him tesporeibk for their misconduct 1 there- 
tore am of opinion that memben of the Board as such should seldom 
tinak of any appointments. Since I have become Chairman I have 
tecfflved a vast cutubet of appliations for municipal appointments but 
so far as I can remember, 1 havo not lecotamended even one of them 
to our permancDl officen lest my recommaidarion be considered al- 
^ an order and be acted upon accordingly. If tvon so any incom- 
petent person is emplojed I think 1 shall be perfectly justified in hold- 
^ the penranent officer who employed him responsible for his in- 
dSaency or misdeeds. 1 should like to make it quite clar that the 
ow ei^e I do not vnsh to hear from any head of department is that 
to snWrdmat« axe mampetent If „y penoa is incompetent he 
must be removed regardless d personal omsidcrah'ons. ^ 
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5- TTic CoinmissiancT rcfcR lo tl«c adulitraiion of food and suggests 
“Hi ftX sliould bestir oonebts in flic nutter and talc more action 
sfiJimt oflcrdctj ilian we did bit year. Last year’s figures arc certain- 
ly rot pionming and 1 liopc the Ualfti Department will sliow betta 
ftsulb tills year. In this matter tnembeu can be of great help by 
longing eases of aJultcraliort etc. lo t)je ootice of tfic Ifcallli Officer. 
MIC suggestion Uiai oui labontory ni^bt be wed for detecting adub 
lotion is wortliy of consideration. Polups at present it bas not got 
tlic necessary apparatus. TliU niy»l be purchased if it is not too 
^spensisr. 

10. Tlic Comrnusioncr has called our aiicnlion to tlie terrible infant 
mortality. Tlie figures arc indeed appalling. This is one of the mat- 
los we must preside for estn thoogli the best cf our sclictnes and 
projects Juffa. TIic Board has already appointed a committee to rfr 
port. I feel tlmt ouj present system of keeping is worse than use- 

They are not ptopeily trained and tbert is no proper supenv 
Mon. In any citrt they shauld go. We should jcpb« them with 
soipethmi tlial is mote reliable. 

11. Anotlici cnattCT to wliicti the Coniroissionet has refetied is the 
disposal of suHaga It is most unfortunate lliat after two year? or so 
of n^oluljonj and discussioai wt bare lehiroed to our starting point 
and har-c to start afresh, llic question rf loss of money, which we 
^fghl realise immediately by the life of Hie sulhge, is important enough 
m tlie present state of our finances. But fat more nfal is the stoppage 
of the florv of Die suijjIus siilb^c into Hk in-cr near the Sangam, I 
feel, and I am sure Diat members will agree wiDi me, Dial it 
"Xmld be a trittic to do any thing which nughl result in an epidemic 
amongst the «5t crowds that halhc m the Sangam. I Iwd hoped that 
'\e could dh-cit all our sullagc and present it from going into the 
rivet before Die Kumbft Mefa which takes plaa next /anua^. We 
hisu little timft left for this now but I hope we shall yet suc^. I 
earnestly hope that Uie Committee which is considering this question 
'vill suggest a \\ay out of the impasse. 

IZ. Tlicie is another matta about which I should like to »y some- 
thing although Die Commissioner has nof referred to it— the purity of 
our water supply. Complaints Iiavc bom made of fliis for some tfme 
past. I do not think theie is any eaose for aknu buf I do Diink tliat 
there is considerable room for imprortmciiL f am glad that all hy- 
drants and scours ate being raised. I hope the grouting of the second 
TKCTvoir wfll also be taken in hand as earfy as practicable. AH other 
methods of improving the supply ^ould be explored and tried. The 
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excuse of Maul of funds should not be put foruard. 1 am lutc that 
the Board wnh not Rnid^e monw for tbis purpose. 

I hast written at unconscionable length. I hope my foltagucs, i 
thes- tale the trouble to read tluough lliis note, will not thin*: rnc loo 
officious or resent rnj‘ froublmg Urem cten mIjcu 1 am absent item 
Allahabad. 

Njini Tal Jju-jtaiW Nd™ 

July 2-lth 19U auiroin 


13. On Municipal Work duilttg JunO'Auousl 1923' 


Three months ago, I issued a short note on the work we had done «a 
April and Mi). That note was lately tiUn up with complaints *0“ 
faultfinding. Since then, three months of hard ss-otk and camdt en* 
dcastuf base gone by and today I base a far more agreeable task b^ 
fore me. 1 hase gratefully to record the good work done by the diair* 
men of the committees, heads of departments atrd most of the mem- 
ben of the Board. If I haw to find fault with anyone, it is the Cba'it* 
man of tlie Board. 1 Ime been absent from Allahabad for lengthy 
periods and the burdetr of my work has fallen on other shoulders. I 
sm grateful to Mr. Zahui Alwd^ the Senior Vicc.Chainn3rj, for hav- 
ing shonidaed this burden. In his absence, it fell to Mr. N. K. Mukojii 
the Janior Vice-Chairman, to add the Chairman's functions to his 
multiariom municipal duties. He has taken upon himrelf so maoj’ 
of my duties that I sometimes wooder ho\v [ could carry on without 
his help. 


1 Tht ADahabai Mmuctpel CntOt Extmfi&nary, 15 Septnnber 1921 Eiwcts. 
2. A baiiita cl AEalabad and Senior V'ceChaiman, AJ.LB, la 192J. 
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^ Durini’ the U^l tliiec montlo, tlicfc were 26 mettings of the 
•Witt], ^^lc total numba of meeting held during llic last fn-c montlis 
— tince the ncB%‘ Board ms foimd-b 45. lliis ssoib out at the 
heas> rate of 9 meetings pet roonih, nlifcti is about double the last 
jnri avenge. ‘/Tie wott of the Board fias greatly increased and fias 
a tcndtnc) to go on inacasing. 1 am gUd to say that we arc up-to- 
date in out work and iliac are no anean, so far as board meetings 
2 K cohemed..., 

9. ilnothcr mattet connected natir the Mlet sappfy sshich has re- 
peatedly come before tlic Board b the quation of the disposal of 
surplus sulbgc. Tlieie appears to be some fatality which delays the 
solution of thb problem and meanwhile we are losing good money and 
tolerating a stry insanitary state of affairs. Tlie Kumih Mels u ap- 
proaching and I \«y tnnch fear that we onnot effecthcly control the 
sullajc before tliat date. . . 

15. I hast tcceistd monthly lepocts from most dqrattmcnlj. The 
one notable e*eg>tion a the Building DepaitmenL In jpits of repcat- 
^ cRottj, I base failed to elicit any kind of a report from this d^ 
jattment during the past five monila. Tlic depaitmnit b the grotest 
sinner so far as arrears ate concerned and compbints aie fiajoeot. 1 
Iiopc rial utida its new and energetic Clainnan. Mr. I. £. Cilbat*, 
this chronic lUtc ol deb)' and dibtonness nali diuppear. I £nd from 
of proceedings that the members of the Building Committee 
are not taking much intcrot in lliar work. On two recent occasions, 
meetings could not be held for want of a rtuonira. At tlic adjourned 
tneetin|s only Mr. Cillicrt was present aiuJ, natunlly, the wort was 
done expeditiously and without a single dissentient.... 

15. Tlie Education Committee held IJ meetings during the three 
niontlis. fn one of their cailicst reports, I was informed that the Com- 
mittee was evohing a curriculum on naikmal fines I sfiall await the 
rault of their bboon. Tlic)- Jaic mtroduced the Boy Seoul move- 
ment in their schools and have jmt reported to «ie Board on the scheme 
of compulsory education. They have wisefy soggated an increase fn 
the sabrics of the teachers to be appointed under this scheme. At 
cording to the Government scheme, the minimum sabiy is, I think, 
the miserable pittance of Rs. M/- per oionlh. I think that it is little 
sliQit of scandalous that a teacher of <wr youth shouH 6e paid at that 
rale. The Committee has also introduced some national holidays in 


3. Maober, AhlJl-. 19tt-29. 
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their sclicnb. I congratulate llicm spedally on making tlic tinging o! 
Iqbal’s* HinJosfan Hamara a part ol theit school curriculum. Alto- 
gether, the Committee hive dor>e a good quarter’s wtirV vvith which 
thej’ have reason to be satisGcd. 

16, The Public Works Committee only met 5 times during the 5 
montlis. Thej' have to face difficult problems which require ceaseless 
attention and I would suggest more frequent meetings. It is said tlial 
the Municipal Engineer has too much oC^ work to do and has little 
time left for other important work. I think the compbint is partly 
jusUEed. In future, however, I hope that he will liavc more time for 
other ttotk as he has now been relieved of the heavy charge of part 
of the Water Works System. I am further infonred that the office 
is in an unsalisfactoiy condition owing to the absence of tire Head 
Clerk on sick leave. This is a feeble eicusc. I hope the Erttculive 
Officer and Munidpal Engineer vnD immediately see to it that proper 
arrangCTnents are made to make flic offia efficient and up-todate. It 
b rmfoitunate that a Head Clerk should fall ai, but it is stil! more 
unfortimate that we should be itKapable of carrying on the work pro- 
perly in hb absence.... 

ZO. [ have been shocked to see some of the roads, or rather spolo- 
pe$ for roads, round about the city. Complaints are sometimes made 
about the condition of the roads in ftc Civil Station but few people 
evur hear or know about the roads in and round the d^. The resi- 
dents of the city are long suffering and not very vodfcious. A bumble 
petition for the metalling of a road is met with the stock answer of 
no funds and when the question of road repairs and renevvab b con- 
side^, it is natural to think only of the metalled roads in the Civil 
Station and to forget flut titousands have not even a decent kutcha 
road leading to their houses. In some places it is difficult to get any 
medial advice as no vehicles can safely ga there and doctors refuse to 
walk the ^tance speciaBy when thb inTOlve wallowing in the 
mud. I think the Board Im been sadly fafling in its duty in its neglect 
of the city roads. Most of the people live in tire dty and by far the 
^eatesl amount of money b lealced from them. And yet they derive 
me least advantage from it Their money goes to improve and beauti- 
fy the Civil Station. The OvD Station of Allahabad daerves to be 
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haidly the time for atensive sdicmes of torni impio^tment The 
Committee has, thaefore, to conGne ib actisities to pelt)’ piojab lie 
the constniction of public baths and the like. Thej’ are also trying 
to induce some generous mintled citizen of Allahabad to budd a theatre 
which might be used as a pnblic halt They recommended to the 
Imptovement Trust that the area knorni as Minapur in Yahiapur aird 
the land approached through Albhbande^s Phablc near Chaui rn'^ht 
well be blen in hand for improvement The Trust does not tievv 
these suggestions with favour. The)- are too full of their own vast 
schemes to be able to think of smallei matters. Both Minapur and 
Alhhbande’s Phatat are inapenave areas which can easfly be acquir- 
ed and converted into garden spob with, in the latter case, some good 
shops or houses which would pay liandsoinel)'. Another matter which 
has engaged the attention of the Committee is that sink of filth and 
rubbish in Shahganj known euphemistically as the “PhooT tank 

28, An important matter whidi should en^ge the attention of both 
the Building and the Town Improvement Committees is die censwe- 
tkm of new houses on important streeb hke Johnslongarj. At present 
low and ugly and altogether disreputable structures are being built on 
this noble road which could have been made a s^ht worth seeir|. I 
think we should have b)tl3ws lav-ing down definitely that only a cer- 
tain stjle of houses will be permitted In these sbeets. The Board 
has also moved in the right direction by directing that applications 
for constriKtion in congested areas should also be considered by the 
Town Improvement CommiUce.... 


31. I lave been nrpeatedlv approached by the Ekfojwoias of ABaha- 
bad with a fist of |Tievanc«. I think flicir compbinb arc largely justifi- 
ed and docive ever) consecration. I am informed that during the 
last three months or so about 1,400 ptosecutioas of EfctirvvaldJ were 
launched bv- the police. This is a stupendous figure and clearly indicates 
that something k very wrong somewhere. No rule or b}'elaw which 
i^uircs so many prosecutions for fts enforcement can be whoBy good. 
I ne ^lunidpalilj is not directly concerned in tlie prosecutions; tliat is 
police. But we must try to make the eiBtence of 
CKKcvcflio! mote tolerable. Tltrir immediate grievance, apart from the 
iiumba ai^ frequenev- of piosecutitms, is the want of a stand in Pasarhatta 
tat the Oiauk Some months ^o. a number of Ekkas were permitted 
to stand m lliis place, but the remedr was worse than the disease and 
the ihop-keciOT suScred a lot, ! ihhik that it U not desirable for us 
to have an stand there. We are tning out best to meet the 
diSkulbcs ot the litkauafas and hope to succeed partly at l«st 
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52. In conclusion, I lust only to say ilul i am sei)’ grateful to the 
ofEctn and emplojccs of Hie Board for lire nnvaiyirg couitoy and in- 
duigcncc tliq' hast ilm-n to wt. 

fawaiiaiUl N’clini 

September 13, 1923 Cliairman 


14. M«»iflgeffom Nabha J»ll' 


I5ar Vjus*, — 3\Tial I cipeelcd for long ha» come to pass but I confos 
that it took me b>’ snrptue when it did happen. 1 came hett on a 
pattful mission of enquiry- for a couple of dll's and did not imagine 
tlat anjlhing untoward would luppcn. llowcser, I w-as arrested it 
laito on the 2lit. I tried to wire to sou so tlial sou might mform the 
I5«rd imrnediately, hut I hast not hcCT allowed lo do so, 'Vc are now 
permitted to write letters and I tale this opportunity cf rending through 
lou a message for the Board, 

Two os« hast been going on against «$ and J base no idea sshen 
thej' will end or what their result will be. In all likcliliood, 1 am going 
to remain in Kahlia territory to sometime as a guest of the present 
administration, I hast no donbt that the Board will take the neccs- 
Mr>‘ steps to ptntnt my continued absence from alTech'ng our work. 
You know that on two occasions I offacO to resign from the Chairman- 
ship, but on the adsicc of friends, I refrained from doing so. Tlic period 
of my Chairmanship has now been somewhat suddenly interrupted, or 
tnay be ended. 

I stood as a candidate for the Municipal Board six montlis ago much 
against my will and with a dislike of Uic ««n1 municipal work. I did 
w morall)' because my friends and cowotkcis insisted on my standing. 
Afta my election there was no question o( my becoming Chaitmjn, 
buf at the last moment, owing to wrions causes known to members, a 
principal reason being Tandon’s refusal to accept it, I was pitch-forked 
into the Oiaiimanship I dreaded this ofBce owing to my ignonncc of 
municipal work and tnj other preoccupations. 


1. 26 Septemlw 1923. The Ltider, 6 October 1923. 

2. Bn) Mobin Vyu, Execulive OlEcer of She AMB 
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Looking back ovn tlic put fi^o or six jnonlbs, I found tliat my out- 
look on municipal matleis has hrgcly diangcd. Wiat I fared and 
disliked 1 have begun to like, and municipal woik lias begun to hive ^ 
some fascination for me. 1 feet that U is in the power of out Board to 
make life a little mote bwrahlc, a little less painful to the inhabitants 
of Allahabad. Tliis is Motthwhile work. Cut to me, in spite of my 
new liking for it, it is only sccondaiy work. My lal passion, as I lia^ 
icpalcdly informed the Boaid, lie in a different direction, and, God 
wiling, I sliall go that way till out purpose is attained. 

What b, then, liking for municipal work m me due to? I have thought 
over this quesbon and I hare had only one answer. The Allahabad 
Municipal Beard must hast lad many abler and belter dairmcn than 
I luve been or an hope to be. But of erne thing I am surc.^ No 
previous chwrman could hare lad a belter atmosphere to work in or 
more friendly cooperation from all mcmbcis and olEciab of tlic Board. I 
cannot express my gratitude sufficiently to the memhcK for their con- 
sbtent and continued kindness to me. I am afraid, I am a very wak 
mortal making mbtiVcs frequently and sometimes using harsh words. 
Members on wliom 1 had no claim of previous friendship or old 3^ 
quaintanw, as well as members opposed to me in politial and other 
matters, have ofieied to me their whole-hatted cooperation and lave 
shown me ev'ery indulgence. It is this coopcralion and indulgence that 
has made my path easy and made me attached to my work at the Board 
I am also grateful to the officers and cmplo)ee$ of the Board for frctf 
uniform courtesy and hdp. To you and Mr, Tamini*, I am deeply 
lieholden. 1 do not know how I could lave carried on my work without 
Ihe daily assistance which both of }'oa most ungmdgingly gave me. 

In my last quarterly report 1 have indiated my ideas on some of the 
qucstioiis before the Board now. 1 am out of the heat and bustle 
of public activity for a while. I return, not without some satisfection, 
to the seclusion where outside news seldom comes to dbturb ore’s peace 
of mind or interfere with the qiuet routine of the day. In thb seclusion 
my thoughts will often go to the Monicipal Board of Albhabad and 
its members and officers and 1 shall wish with all my heart that their 
labours may result in biin^g some sotr^ine in the delinquent hart* 
ot the poor in Allahabad. 

Youn sincerelj , 
Jawabatlal Nehru 


3. Piem Kiihaa Tamini wa the AsMbnt Secretory of the AMB. 
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^5. On a Reception!© Lord Readino' 


I jlull be obliged if jou mil kindlj- place the foUovving line before the 
meeting of the Board ii to k held today at 5 pm. 

I deeply xegret that otting to physical incapacity I am again prcs-cnltd 
from attending tiic meeting of the Boiftf today. \ would fuse parti- 
cubily linked to attend thh meeting as a tcsolulion miolving an irapor- 
bnt principle is being propwed. I feel, however, lliat I'n spite of my 
ill lialih, 1 should pbcc my stewt in regard to tli'w resolution before 
the Board for their consideration. 

1 feel that a public recq^tino to the NTceroy H a shameful thing for 
anyone to whom the honour of India is dear and precious. 1 wish no 
pttsonal disconitcsy to Lord Reading. Norse of ns wash )iim any dis- 
courtesy. But we are human, with e)« to see and often w-cep, and 
cars to heat, and hearts to feel, and feel the more bcauie out arms ate 
s'-tak and Iliac is no strength in us to ^nd upright and protect our 
own. Two and a lulf )«ts of tuflcring the country has endured smder 
Losd Rndmg's Vtceios'altY and the tio^t in the bnd lies in jail baday. 
And nmv Reading's Cosrtmnenl in ttie arrogance of power hast 
tbrted a eiusadc against a brast and galbnt people sshose chief sin in 
the past has been a too great loyalty to the Bntish Cosmmml. Tlinr 
Iiigiiest and llieir bravest fuse been arrested, and arc being arrested by 
the hundred. Eiery SiVli with a bbek turban is being hunted down 
and fearing an esposure of tlrcir daik mdliosb. the Government have 
tagged the press. 

Is it this tint we arc ailed to celebrate? Are these the brave deeds 
for which we wish to honour Lord Reading? 1 can be no party to this 
infamy. I annot partic^alc m these festivities when my heart is full 
and iny eyes brim ova at the tboi^hl of tfie pasaulion of these brave 
people by Lord Readmg and his edfragues. f must dissoente mvsctf 
uttnly from all such celebrations. 

Loni Reading, secure in ha sticnglh and proud of his might, has 
flung flic challenge to the Siths and the fodnn people. And he would 
have m applaud him for it, and thus complete our degradation, f am 
weak and powerless but I too have a tittle pride -the pride of the weak 
pcfnaps'ft faAlwriwJdsoona be traroTyled-hv^ hfwlBraHiDJ^c 

soldiery and ground to dust, ratlicr than bow down to welcome a person 
who was rcs^nsible for so much sonow to my country and counf^-men. 

Jiwafiarlal Nehru 

1. 21 Octoto 392?. A.M.B. Fib J7/XII-5 M WKJt 
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16. To Commissioner, Allahabad Division, resardlng Passenger 
Tax’ 


No. 6^2/XlI-2 AHaliabad 

13 November, 1923 

Sir, 

With leference to G.O. No. 27-10/XI-595-E, dated October 12, 1923, 
Tecchtd Tiilli jour office endorsement no. 4187^XX1IM83, dated Octo- 
ber 23, 1923, 1 beg to inform jou that the municipal board have accept- 
ed the enhanced rate of commission demanded by the Bengal and North- 
Western RaDsvay ;•«, 3 per cent subject to a mmimum of Rs. 1,S00 per 
annum. As regards the Sgotes of collections through each of Uic three 
nil^-ays, it is very difficult to give any accurate estimate but the rough 
figures aie-~ 

R*. 

East Indian Railway .. .. .. 13,000 

Oudli and Rohilkhand Raflsi'ay .. .. 7,500 

Bengal and North-Western Railway . . ■ . 7,500 

2. The board are anxious that early orders may be passed » that the 
tax may be introduced before the nert Adft Kumbhi far, 1 tvould 
therefore request jou to mosc the Govonment to have the tax Mn^ 
tioned by the Gosemment of India without delay. In the piesent state 
of thdi fioances the board cannot afford to lose the substantial addition 
to their income sshich they hope to get if the tax is sanctioned and 
introduced before the fair commences. 

I enclose heicsvith a copy of board's resolution. 

Yours, etc, 
Jasvaharlal Nchni 
Chairman, Municipal Board, 
Allahabad 


1. UJ. CorBrnaeot 
59JE, April 1927. 


No*. 1 ti 52, Meninpit Departmeat File Ko. 
Alaliabad Mtmiapality Ko. Hfa), 13(1)). 



OLUi^uv AmnABUi Muraorju. to\sa 


Cof)- of toarfi frsolnlioi, no. S3S, islid Korcinlcr 12, 192!. 

Tlic Covmmoil Icllor No. 27^l). <hto1 Oclobci 12, 192!, lormrims 
a wpy at a lettci from Uie Bengal and NorthAN'ejlern RaD'A'ay, 
uttnanding cnlianced nic of cotnmisstan for collecting the paJiengos 
tat Considered. U was icadlscd that llie nte now demanded by 
tlic nilrtTij, v-iz. 3 per rent. JiA^cft to jj>c minimum of Ib, ],S00 per 
annum be accepted and tliat the figures of collections throogh each 
laihiy as esiimated by the ttccuthr officer be communiated to the 
Gos-emment. 

Tlic board futtber rcsolsed that a special request be made to ihc 
Goseinment to ha\x the lax sanctioned bv the Gos-emmenl of India 
before llie commencement of the A<ffi KtfniWii fair. 


17. On Municipal Vfoik during Seplember^November IJTJ' 


My res-iew of the ssotk done by the wtious departmenb of the Muni- 
cipal Board during the last is, f r^ct to say, little based on 

personal Vnosslcdge or personal association. I hast been guilty of long 
periods of absence from AlUiiabad and various causes, some of whicli 
iiCTC bqond my control, haw rsuited in my being hpt awy almost 
Continuously from my municipal duties. A stay at Delhi foe the Con- 
gress was fDllos''cd by an Imolontaty stay at N'abha, and soon after 
Came a somewhat protracted jHness*. E'W after that I had to spend 
much of my time at Amritsar. It is only by fte indulgence of my col- 
leagues on tlie Board and by tbrir constant readiness to shoulder the 
burden that should rightly be mine, that I am continuing as Chairman 
of the Board. But it uouW be nwic in the fitness of things if some 
other person who would be something mote than a ceremonial Chair- 
man, could take cha^e of the office I ha\« the honour to hold today. . . . 

IJ. The Education Committee held 5 meetings during tlie period 
under report Besides these, l«a nnfortnnately could not be held for 

J. J7 Dewabt* MihulMd Mrnnapd Cautie Extraordinary, Part 

IV, 21 Docembtr 1925 Cstrsetj 

2. On his re!M« NaUa, fawatwlal feh 3) with i se>ae alUck cl typhoid. 
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'A-ani of a quorum. Their chief mwk has been the preparation of the 
compulsor}' education scherac. This has been passed by the Board and 
sent on to Government. Spinning nhcels have been distributed iir all 
girls’ schools and lessons in spinnmg and carding given. I trust that 
spinnbg utH be bught in a busincssdihe svay by esperts and special 
attention is paid to the care and repair of the efttfryw. I am \ay glad 
to End that the boj-s are teldng to scouting and both bo}-s and girls 
have to drill. I hope that will be persisted b. The Chairman of 
the committee infonrs me fliat special stress is being laid on health 
and anitation and on habits of clanliness. An admirable feature is a 
special daj’s outing every month for oahire studj' and for developing 
the pcraeis of observation of the children. The Chainnan* makes a 
point of meeting all the head teachers every month and discussing sviih 
them their difficulties and saggestiog improvements. She commends 
the eSorts of teachers to improve the schools and specially mentions 
in this connection the headmistress of the Daraganj Girls’ &hool. 

12. Altogether, the report of the Education Department is an en* 
conraging document. It is clear that attempb, which are not unsuccess* 
ful, are being made to infuse Kfe in our schools and to lessen the 
dadening effect of cduation on a la^ scale. At the various pnae 
distributions of the municipal schoob and especially at the ceremony 
of the presentation of an address of wclcwne to Maulam Shaukat Ali 
by the Board, tbc boys and girls from our schools presented a cheering 
sight Perhaps ttie best compliment to our schools is the fact that 
tlic children of many wealthy persons, who could afford to send them 
elsewhere, come to them. But satisfactory as all this is, wc arc faced 
by tfie urgent need for eCOTOtny and even out education budget mar 
liave to suffer for wunt of funds. 

13. *1115 Public ^^bIks D^rbncnt have sent no report for Noveni' 
ber. In September and October the committee held five meetings. 
The chief oidence of the department’s activity, so fat as the public is 
COTcemrf, is the comtraction of the lohnstcmganj sewer, A great part 
0 this important thoroughfare has bem dug up to the great inconveni* 
mcc of ev^ one who passes by. I trust the work will be over soon. 
It wiH brmg peat relief to the residents of Johnstonganj. Anotlier 
endt^ of the dcpartnicnt's actmty a an unsightlv structure put up 
on (he Stanley Road side of the Pnnisbottamdas Park. This is meant 


t Sljimjli Um Nd™. 


irfc of Stimlil Ndini. » 


cf livabarbl 



Qbawmas AU-vnAB.m wunjcipal soiW) 


to be a miii lesidcnce bet vhy a auli thotfH necesatily live m a 
toclurc K-liKh IS most uupbsmp to flje qe, it not at all dear. Some 
Of IB axe )\-aitmg «jift some irepA&fibn, for the Public \Vorks Depart- 
mftt appatcnfly docs not bdine much in combining beauty tvitfi 
utility, for the {oimbin to appear in the paik.... 


21. Eiery month, ^vid^ unfailing icgufaiity, ewnpUint is matle by the 
echantcaf Pbnts Department of fbc mcnQl staff I'n the Water WorLc 
the fiTcmen are especially aid to be ineflirient. It is wtraordina/y 
hoiv this Complaint continues to be made and jet no steps are taken to 
remove the inefficient and put betfer mat in their pb«. I hope the 
committee "nill see to this, f am Hd tliat the engmeeiing staff i? 
efficient but « “slacL” m sentUng icports. Tliey "fight shy cf pen 
and paper'". J jnt afo«! tlie tlaff nil! laiv to get oier this areij/oo 
to pen and paper. Any slackness of this kind is most objectionible anti 
ss o»7t brcuhet to incompetence. It is impossible for a person ivho is 
Jafk to be efficient and 2 desire no shehuss m the /niwicips! crrrpbjw. 

2 hope the Mechanical Planb Committee will ngidly enforce the rule 
^ p^icsl fcporh. I hope also that tlic committee wjl] soon dward 
if} pxaent name and be called by tlie homelier name cf fbe Water 
Wofls Committee. 


22. The Public Health Committee b6d 8 meebngs and 2 tould not 
be held foe want of a quocom. In the iqmrt for September, the pro- 
mising slateiDoit was made that "sbdws and undesiables" were being 
replaced wholesale, No further Tefcieow is made to ttiB in the October 
cr die November tcyort. The ODiissKjn is strange. Complaints con- 
tinue to be made of the non-rero<n'al of fUth and rubbish from places 
Inhere it has been roDected. The »esl safton of Ward Hi is apparently 
the worst sufferer. This is an evil of long standing and I would surest 
to the Public Health Committee lo concentate on tbis and make 
Suitable arrangements for the speedy removal of all rubbish. PiubaUy 
the most important duty of a mmifc^luy is to keep the cify clan 
and it is most unbecoming ter om Board to ted to come up to the 
math in this respect. P«5»ps ibe jncwsimi of dusthuu in the ron- 
gesfed parts of ttic dty wrwid « helping to ease llic 

situation. The conttKWc for toMwh lemoval for Ward I (Civil Sta- 
tion) did not do his wort pwjicrly and fcas been replaced by another. . . . 


Jawahailal Nehru 
Chaimun 
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18. To Commissioner, Allahabad Division, regarding Passenger 
Tax' 


No. 7S5-2/XII-2, 


Mlaliabad 
Januarj* 8, 192-1 


S«, 

Wifli relaence to jtnit telegram and Idler no. 15-CIl., dated Januat/ 
5, 1924, communicadrg the sanction of the Gowramcnt of India to 
the impotition of the passengers’ tax, I Imc tlic Iionowf to infomr 
that tire municipal board passed a special resolution on Januat)- 7, 1924 
directing the imposition of tlic lax tvirti cficcl from January 15, 1924. 
1 have already sent you a uitc on Ihe subject and I an row enclosing * 
copy of Ihd resolution as required by sec^n 13>(1) of tlic Munidpali- 
ties Act. I hope that the necessary noHBcation will be published in the 
next Gaaette. 


Yours, etc., 
Jan-ahatlal Nehru 


Cofy of boards sfrccid resolution No. 642, djled Jamiaty‘7, 1923. 

The Government telegram mtimating that the tax on passengers lias 
been sanctioned by tlie Govemot General in Council ws read. 

Resolved that the passengers' tax be imposed with effect from January 
15, 1924, and tiiat the Goremmenl be informed accordingly. 


1. Uf . Govtmmail Proceedings N«. 1 to 52. Mmunpsl Depsrtaat Apnl 1927; 
File 1^. 595E PasKBger ta. Albhabtd Municgialfy No 18 and 18(a]. 
Impositwn of the ta «iv mV^ed Vj fte CovtrnmwiV, vide NotiSaSon No. 
55yXI-S95 E, htunidpsl Depaitmeiil; 10 lunaij 192^, jI nis unpostd for 
X period of Uv) years, vrilh tfiect fron 15 Jautoiy 19H. 
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19. Siaioinent at a MeetlriQ of th« Board' 


I have taken the l[bcrty of convening an emergent mcdini » 3 sen^ 
rihation arose yesterday at the KamWi Meltf mvaiS ^ restnebons pW 
on bathing in the Sangtfm. Monbm of the Board are mrtre that 
Municipal Board has no voice in Hie nun^ement of the m • 

Boaid is indeed treated with scant courtesy in regard to the Noitf- 

thelKS the Board cannot remain a passho and a silent qjatator 

the feelings of a large number of the leidents of /Cbhabad are de^Iy 

hurt. The Ganges has lliia year bken a somewhat diff^ 

fc cnral i! so shoog nos 8.0 S.n|M Hot « 6 

te pooik to talhe too nOtaot pmpa p«.utos. L. & 

w *6..t »do to pop... . 

tat evontolly on lepoted loquest beine mado U" ' 

tpecial grant foi 8.0 putpote and a host ol la^fety The 

pU« »hoc a limiW nonbel oi poi»s oonid hsto m afo^. ™ 
District authorities however refused alt «e«» o 
effort rvsi made to make then agree to a ” oro'enE an 

in with proper preauriorw hot “JTev^. 

Iteidenl ot loss of We is most J, to based on 

one. The onginal plan of the S ^ 

this daire but I must say They rvere pr^ 

entirely based on obstinacy persons^to bathe in the Smgam 

pared to allow even large -^^jathing there unless they 

hot not those who had P'™“'^Aaps ehinral repentance to their 
Withdrew theinselys and ^ the background and 

temerity. The question ot dangw discussed and 

the whole issue became one o ^ disobedience of 

overcome, prestige cannot. . inimbet of persons. It is most 

the orders of the ddStnet au sbOuW be «aan^ by a® exhibition 

legTEttaWe that a rei/giou* l^^cvet that the blame must rest ivith 
of passion and took a course which th^ must have 

the autbotities wjiW teull in deep annoyance to 

knOCT ot should have 
Hindus. They bok htw P ^ 

bathing glwf fea' ^ ^ 


„,d A>is. No. 2J/XIM of mm 

I. l! Isdux*? !«’■ ^ 


39 



SELFCTro VORKS OP JA^^’AUARLAt KFItlU 


could be used uitli safetj- tbe>' u-ould not alloNv even limited tmmbcn 
to go to it uitU all ncccsvir)' precautions, llicic attitude uus as wooclai 
and \nntin2 in reason as it could well l»c. ^^1CIC was little lunt in it 
ol a regard lor Hindu feelings and snsceptibilitics. llic)' liasc demons' 
trated that tiicj' bare not lire fitness to deal with the mrfd. 

Yeterdiy is o\er with its obslinac)’ and folly, hut the mcla continues 
and it is lor the Board to determine uliat steps, if any, it should blc 
in the matter so that llie pilgtitrrs who come from afar may bathe in 
safety and yet may, as far as possitile, be pennitted to bathe according 
to their religious beliefs. 

I would add just a few ssotds. I must saj that the bclasiour of the 
police, officers and men, was commcndal^c jcstciday. Kxcept in an 
individual ease or two tlicy behaved with eourtiay and* restraint 

JawahaiUl Nehru 

lJ-1'24 


2 D. To CommUsloner, Alfahabad Division, regarding the Use of 
the Word ‘Vernacular*' 


The following tesoluHon wwa passed by tiic Board on Uic Ifilli Januaij: 
Resolved that whereva the word ‘vernacular’ occurs in the 
byelaws and regulations of the Board it be replaced by the word 
Hindustani’. 


Resohed further that Government be requested to replace the 
w-ord vernacular’ by the word •Hindustani’ in the Municipal 
Act and the rules made thereunder. 


^ It was felt by the Board that it was not desirable to use the word 
vemawlar for ’Hinduslam’ as the ordinary use of that word is for 
e vu gar ongue or the fmtms and not for a literary buguage. Ilin- 
’'^«»tures of their own and it would 
n nect to ttfei to them oidmanTy as vettiaculan. Another reason 


1. AALB, File No. ■H/XIl } of 192^. 
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for flie suggatcd clungc a Hit fact flut Stuiafabj’ niiglif mean any 
of llic pmviDcial languages in India. It h desirable to specify tlic parti- 
cuUi language and in cut pimittcc Ibcrc on 1* liHlc doubt tlut 
tilts language is llifidustani. 

I trust tliat Go\-ctrninit will sec its wy la cliangc the word ‘\enu- 
cular’ to ’Ilindustiiii' in the Mmuc^l Act and llic rules made there- 
trader. 


Your truly, 
Jainhaflrl Nehru 


2f. Note on Municipal work during Docembor 1913 snd Jsnusfy 
•February 1924' 


!. llic MuniclMl Jtat o toms to t tlotc ood Ite o"n»>> 

«lll i«n l»w to U p.q»td I do not thtirfom it tins 
*tnit in jny M Ike oort ol Ik moot ’"dl £ 

ComkttM. A great ptl of then ateTje 1 « Merlj to ^ 
np bv tte prepotion of lk»t kdgd to tk c™.o| In pj^- 

4 ihU tliey told to ennenc Ik itncBt WJ to! 

oi tk ""J f^^St «»». tot the time to this 0 
hk 1 leaf Old ^ ombitioiis sehetnes ot ednea- 

not )ct and kfo ^ JjnCred semets of Allakbad 

lion .0 most to of Allakkd . etoo and 

n,e so,- Sis. mppi,- etc, 11, is d.« not .e». 

Sr-H r tS “edicato »d I hop tkaf under ,k oes, 

ia-)4 TJi* CazilK, I April WZ-t. Eitafts. 

1. J1 Maffli 
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arraiigOTrats a Mfr siatem basod on mb'malislic principles wH te 
introduced.... 


T.-tbe pcoblcin of Ihc oplccp ol rads is iolimatdy cOTnccteJ «ith 
anctie, fatans o! Alkhabai Boy wsite •” ”°S 

the large conipoimds attached to bungalorw. M of ftec W ^ 
property looked aftci and ptisent a deserted appearance. It has 
difficult tor people here to keep Urge compounds in pr^ 

The obious lemedy is that large compounds should not be encoutageo. 
As it fa Allahabad is quite spread out enough and scores ot miJ^ 
road hare to be kept in tcpaii. sv-atesed, cleaned, lighted, etc. 
of Torvn Improvement, now being hatched in the Imprtntinent 
Offia. nould spread out Allahabad even more and increase the burten 
ot tlie Board. \Miat is iquiicd is that the present Civil Static o 
Allahabad should be inoic built up and the compounds a»chrt w 
houses should becoinc smaller and better looked after, 
the Board Mould go up and the general appearance of Allahabad ww 
also improve. Large coitipcuods should W penalised for this purpose, 
dflier on the basis of area or load frontage.... 


9. Hie various committees to consider matters relating to lire oc r 
ha« not yet finished their labouo. H is bemg daily 
me that ihc present ocboi rates arc stnnglmg the trade of ^bato • 
It is the height ot unnisdom to k01 the trade of ABahawd m ot 
to realise a little more for nranicipal needs. I am anxiously 
the reports of llic committees and I hope thej’ will tackle the pm e™ 
bravely and toot out the evils of flic present system. 


10. Another matter which has been repeatedly brou^t to my 
is the dissatfafacb'oa fdt against the new assessment I do not fli'^ 
the fault lies nith the assessment The rate of taxation is high* sp'®a> 
ly the water rate. Tills rate was not felt much when the asessmenl 
was low bat as Jwn as ihc new assessment was made the pindi 
feH. There was some difficulty iu realising taxes, aneats accumulated, 
and eventually some stiirigent measures were taken to realise fiicm- 
Money came in then but 1 must confess to a feeling of utter dislike to 
these methods of realising bxation. IndnTdual cases have come to my 
notice when great hardship was caused by the pioceduie of the 
Department Indeed flie Tax Department fa not too foil of Are milk 
of human kindflcss and appears to rdy too much on the strong 
of Ihc law. Tlie metJiods of a bully ate rot the only ways of rcah^S 
Untion and a too frequent resort to them will defeat the end in view* 
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I Jctl tlal the real trouble Iwwn-CT it due to Die inrfclcncc of taxation 
ind 1 n-ould respectfully tu^csl to llic BoatJ in all citneslness to 
foosider tli« ejutstion uitliout delay. I kiww our financial diEculties 
tnd Hie many useful works lliat stand m need of monc)’. But no 
consideration should make us go b^ond cetbin limits. If life bctotrics 
too much of a burden irr Albbalnd, the Board will be the greatest 
Merer in the end.... 


15. The Improv'cmetit Trust has lately drawn considerable aktenKon. 
Hut is well, but I ssiili that the mai^’ critics and the few admitCR of 
llic Trusts might know mote of lire facb and might then place tlicsc 
facts before tlie public. Tlic Trust dislikes publicitj’, it hates the light 
cf day. It is cs-en afraid of the Coremment prjing loo closely into 
its adaifs or Vnossing too much of its mysterious svajs. In the last ifat 
months or so a Swlxommtltcc of the Trust has been considering the 
cpieskion of rchcnclimcnt. 11m committee by a majority of three to 
One recommended, infer die, tliat the Cluimun should be honorary, 
lhat time should be only one Q'icf engineer for the three Trusts and 
Mrious other retccnchmcnts. After many delays the matter WM wn- 
sidcred by tiie Trust. The eonsidcnhoti of the main recommendations 
however has been postponed. A proposal that IIic OoiOTmCTt be 
Informed flat the Betrcnchmcnt Committee had recommended that tlic 
Chairman be lionoraiy was delated by llic Chairman himself casftng 
two sole against it ~ an excess of t«l for a worthy ause. Thus the 
Trust would not men agree to inform die Gosernment of its proc^- 
ings and wants to delay the consideration of these matters so that 
the decision may be bkcn too laic — 

Jawaliarlal Nehru 
Chairman 


!!. On (ho Alinhntiai) Octroi Commmoo' 


c- rttmmrniiatioa m the header of the 19th April 

IT. } ^ ^ a poblic meeting held on the 17th to con- 

purporting lo be a fa entirely fanciful picture 

“f towCTrf! Wc«i it b ■ ”T»* o' “»> "»> I'W'"- 

1 . uro » rl» It. c™*". '1-J »«■ 



SEirCTED WORKS OF JAWAUMO-M. NTtlRII 


I was asked to attend the meeting to explain the action being taken 
by the Boaid in regard to the tcmcn'al of certain disabilities and difficul- 
ties. I welcomed the epportuni^’ and took advantage of it to explain 
at some length the Board's position. I further informed the people 
present that the action of a vei)' few gentlemen two days before in 
prev'enting members of the octroi conmittre from going to the octroi 
office was improper and in no sense Satyagraha as it had been miscalled. 
Saty-agraha was a noble thing and it had nothing to do with the action 
refened to. There was no reference whatever to tlie Sdngam or Nabha 
Unless the sender of the communication to you whispered it in his 
neighbour's cars. After e^daining the position of the Board I left or 
rather endeavoured to leave. j\s I was leaving I noticed that several 
persons were talking at the same time. I lefumcd and advised the con- 
veners of the meeting to end t!>e meeting as a full discussion had 
already taken pbcc and a decision by a show of hands at that stage 
when people were somewhat excited, would not be helpful. The con- 
veners were good enough to accept my advice and the meeting dis- 
persed. Nothing further was said. 

I may add that 1 have received a Urge number of representations ffom 
tnders expressing their conddence in Hiakur Paimatxna Nand Singh, 
chairman of the Octroi Committee. Mr. Singh was and is desirous of 
not continuing as chairman of the committee, but it was because of 
my recommendation that he consented to continue as sucli. The res- 
ponsibility is entirely mine. 

Javvaliarbl Nehru 

April 18. 


23. From the Annual Administration Report tor 1923-24* 


Sir, 


2. I regret that fliere has been some delay m sending this report. 
I am to blame for this. For over a month I lu\e occupied a somewhat 
anomalous position and have daily looked forvrard to being relieved of 

>. 30 Ali)' 192^. .VJtB. RftOT*. 1924 EitlracU, 
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honourable bul nonelhclest meroiH bunlen of the Chairmanship 
«f me Board. My tcsignalion was sent to Gos'cmmcnt in t!ie middle 
ot Apt]'! but I last rcccistd nt> iqily so far. Tliis state of uncertamty 
'US not helpful in \niting 3 report wlitcli miglit not pciltaps find favour 
ssath my tueecssot in ofllcc. 

My last rqwtt was writitn soon atlcr I joined the Board, fresh 
[rom other forms of activity hnt wholly ignorant of munidpal admin- 
utralion. ! can spat with a little cxpaiencc now though f shall not 
presume to imagine that I Vnow much even now of municipal affairs, 
Of to measure my little knowledge wilii the wisdom of others. And 
®pcncncc has shown me, and pahaps many of my colleagues also, 
t'«t municipal work k not an nonrised joy. 'lire past star has been 
Of's of fairly hard work for most people connected s\ith tlic Board. A 
glance at kljc list of Board meetings and committee meetings will show 
dial the spirit, at any rate, has been scry mlling. Ilow fat this wort 
has home fruit, it is difficult to say, but the proUeins of muniripal 
admlrjistntion jrc qjj. of quick solution. Tlic Board has faced 
these problems boldly and has not shirked or shebed any of them and 
1 trust that their )ar’s labours hate resulted in longing Allahabad a 
little neara to what if should be. 


d. Tlie Board as constituted afta the gencial clecKrms in 192J, had 
3 majority of Congressmen in it who had sought cleeb'on, as stated iri 
the last report, on the ground that tliey would endeaseur <0 
tnunicipal admimitration on nationalistic lines and where ^aiole to 
help the naiian-buiiding programtne of the Congress. iNIost of fne work 
of the Board lias htllc to do ssitU larsa issues but the nianncr 

of doing it varies, and if has lca> tin: endeavour of the Board during 

)tai min rq»rl lo inI'oJoff. “'.“.K 

mBomI™. In tins mtovon., mnntoi nco ot JiBeral shades oj 
opw™, loss, ceopwlrf to a d^- 

principal onhsand espicaon. »f lh» sp«" "• 
nrr,.,,.' i- I ■■ rr nniT tt-fliiiios ffl muniQpal schools as well as 
organisation of spinnmg ana scoiim^ w ^ 

a deWle allonpt to P 

ic Board has lai 5 1 ^ ^ national 

p!oy« and the u not as 

tcK. An making Hindustani, both in the Urdu and the 

Hindi scripts, the rn Bgaifl-s mccliiigs except by membccs who 
U almost always u . ,j,. Much of the conespondcnce is anted on 
do not knmv it 've S ^ 

S !l,c puhS'and ate soniehmes greater criticBP. But Crilicrsm based 
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on knonMgc v-ill alm)^ be helpM and I hope that soon Hmdiistmi 
will tale pride oE place as it should in this counby and even ooi non- 
Indian colleagues mil use the language of the connliy they have made 
their second home. 

5. Among the minor changes introduced by the Board indirati« of 
the new spirit leferrcd to ahow ha\‘e been tlie additiem of the i 
Day, the 1st Angml, the death annhetsaiy of the late Lotamanj'a, an 
the 18th March, the Gandhi Day, uhen our res-ered leadw Maha^ 
Gandhi was sentenced, to the list of holidays. The Empire I^y 
been omitted from the list of holidays, hfaulana Shaulat Ah rarri® 
to Allahabad early in Dccembei and receisrd a cordial address of^^o 
come from the Board. He inspected the boys and giiU in the mnniapa 
schools, hlahatma Gandhfs discharge from jail early in Fcbiua^ 
celebrated by the Board by the illumination of mrmidpal build^- 
During the year the Viceroy, Lord Reading, visited Allahabad. The 
Board passed a resolution that they did not participate in the uticomc 
to him.,.. 

IS. It has become customary for almost all Municipal Bca^ in Aesc 
provinces, if not cUervhete, to bemoan annually their financial 
and for Government to lav stress on financial reform. ABababad 
had its share of criticism and the Board fully realises that the first ntt^ 
jity of monidpal administiatioa b financial equilibrium. Efforts h^ 
been made to bring this about and I am glad to say that ue have laig y 
succeeded. The Board can derive some satisfaction from the fert 
ib Snandal positioo now, though demanding every attenhon, is no 
such as to cause any amucty. There was a substantial surplus ^ ® 

end of the year and we held a large b^ncc. We have 
resenc fund from Rs. 15,000/ to Rs. 25,000/-. We paid Rs, 3?,WW/- 

to Govemmenl last year in part payment of the loan instalment w 
this year we have already paid a lath of rupees for this purpose. 

Board has sancrioned another sum of Rs. 35,000/- besides the a 
for payment to Gov^niment and this sum will be paid in a F 
\Vc shall thus have paid in file cunent financial year the full 
stalment of Rs. 1,35^00/-. I hope it will be possible to pay 
sum before the year is over.... Alkhaliad has not been favoured wntfl 
too much hdp tioiu Goieminenl in fisc shape of grants and 
in the past has cast envious eyes on sister cities. I do not fhini 
present Board is ansdons to receive many giants. We want to stan 
our own legs and do not believe in a muniapalitv bang habitually cam 
on by means cf dobs 

39. Albliabad is the proud possessor of a fire engine beautiful to 1(W 
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at but of lilllc or no rtal use. An atlempt to gel a grant from Costm- 
raent for a ne^^' engine met vvitli taikirc. 'Hie Board icalhcs tlic necessity 
for Kimg an tip locate engine bnt tlw price dcniaTKlnl for it lias 
JO far been an cITcctne bar to its puitliasc.... 

d3. An innovation during ll»e year wat tl»c issue of Ibe Municipal 
Gaicltc c\ciy foitniglit 'lliis gazette gists in a concise form the pro- 
ceedings of tlie Board and its Standing Committees as ncll as other 
infomulion relating to municipal woik.... 

d5. 1 propose to follow my last jar's report in one respect and that 
is to refrain from commending or criticising any collagucs of mine in 
the office or the Board. It is difiknlt for me to do so uhen many 
liatc done good stork and tried their best to serve the Board. So far 
as 1 am personally concerned, bonettr, f must offer my grateful lliinb 
to the members of the Board arrd all my collagucs in the ofSce for their 
never failing courtesy and indulgence arid for the help ttlitch they never 
grudged roc. 

jaivaliaibl Nchni 
Cfiairmin 


2<. From Proceedings ot Meeting of the Board' 


Question No. 21: Will the Ctiainran be plascd to state tlic policy 
and principles governing the appointments and db- 
missals of tlie employees of the Board if tliero be 
any. In the absmee of sucli principles does the 
Giairman consider it desirable to lay down definite 
principles to be follatttd in sucli ascs? 

Ansvitt: Tlie Chairman hi^rcs that the only principle gov- 

erning appoinlmenb and dismissals should be fitness 
to do woik. Some minor considerations also some- 
time adect ^pointments, eg. position in the giadu- 
alion list; etc. The Chairman hardly thinks it 
worthwhile to frame any otlicr roles or principles. 


1. H May 192-1 A MB. me No H of M24. EibacU 
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23. Note for Finance CommUlee* 


U is nolonou-s that Allahabad « a vci>' rpicad out town with P® 
len^ of load. The dh’ part b fairly congested but the Cm! Station 
is far too sparsely populated and thoc are few’ compounds which are 
kept in proper condition. The Impios’cment Trust u des’cloping schemes 
which will spread out .Mbhabad eitn more and burden us with the 
keq> of additional miles of roads. As it is we annot lap * 

in proper condition. How will wt provide for additional loads? There 
is onh’ one way and that is to discounge thk spreading out and cncoui^c 
the filling of "the open spaces bshsoen difierent parts of the city. Tw 
Ch-fl Station must be more bu3t up than it is. It v'"!!! then perhaps be 
able to support ifa roads etc. large compounds arc bad for the aty 
and bad for the Munjcrpality. U any one wants to heq) a larger com* 
pound he must pay for the Imuiy. 

2. The obsious course for tbc Board b to tax cithn ares or 
frontages. I caisnot give any figures but 1 imagine it will not be dim- 
cull for us to determine thb tax. Thb bi cannot be wboDy In addiUtm 
to the present house and water teres. The lax would only touch people 
laving big compounds, So that the cilr will not be affected. In the 
case of the compounds the new tax may replace the house tax 
whne it happens to be greater. 

3. Another noticeable feature of Allahabad is the number of open 
plots lyir^ unoccepied. Plob are purchased and then houses are wt 
built for scan. So long as houses are not built no taxes can be levied. 
Thus the mnnicipaUty has to maintain roads, light them, clean thCT 
etc^ and not get anylhing from the owner of these areas. This is im* 
proper and it hinders growth. There should be a tax on land which 
should always be payable whether tfiere is a house or not and whether 
the house is ocetpiri or not The m^ht be the splitting up of the 
present house tax into two parb; flic land tax and the house tax. 

d. It is not my object to inaeasc the incidence of taxation generally. 
I thirV it is heavy enou^ in AQahahad and some relief may be desn- 
able. The changs 1 have sng^sted would leave the residents of the 
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congested areas untonched. TTiq* nould touch owners of bungalows 
ind speculators bujing land, 

5. I do not think it would be \ciy safe for us at this stage to reduce 
llic rale of taxaliorr gcncnll)’. For flic present we might lease the house 
tis and water tax alone as we have hcasy commitments before us. We 
miglit however give relief to the poorer classes by raising the limit of 
nemption. A desirable and succovlul decision of this Board last Jtar 
was to cicmpt from house tax or water bx houses fetching Rs. 24/- 
or less per annum as tent. Tliis limit might be raised. We cannot 
decide without having figures before us. I would however suggel to 
the committee to approve of the principle contained in this paragraplr. 


6. Tiie Finance Committee if it appmves of my suggestions m^ht 
appoint a subcommittee to report as to dcbils, or night rectjmmcnd 
tlie suggestions to the Board. Tlie Board might in the latter ease 
appoint a subcommiUee. 

Jittiharlal Xclim 
Chairman 


2 . 6.24 


26, To Commhsloneri regarding Reconstruction of Roads* 


No : 79 Albhabd 

dated June 9, 1924 
Sir, 

1 am directed by the municipal board to address you on the subject of 
roads in AHahalad, and to drawf Government’s attention to tlie urgenq 
of the problem eenfronting the booid. 

2. Allaliabad, as jou arc probably aware, has more pucca roads than 
any city in these provinces althoui^ in point of sec and population 
several other cities arc ahead ol it There are 87 miles of meblled 
roads here, most of these being in the crril station where there are large 


1. UP. Goverumml Piocerfinp Nw ^6 to 72, IiJuniapal Department Pile No. 
BOO E~46(a), 1929. 
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com^>oiinds and alcnsivc road Ironbscs. O^ing te these Urge com- 
pounds the income from the houses adjmning these roads is proportion- 
ately little and the cost of fcecpnng the roads in propc condition, 
in mcblling. repairing, watering, lighting, and cleaning them is stty 
great In spite of the fad that tl»c present burden is heavier tlian the 
board can wtll cany, there is a tendency belli on the part of the Im- 
piovement Trust and the board to spread oat Albhabad and Im-c more 
metalled roads. Ei-en in this ytac'i budget there is provision for the 
metalling of a few more roads. 

3. Tliough the permanent popubtion of Alhliabad is not as bige 
as that of some other cities in the province, vast numbers of pilgrims 
sTsil the dty and use the roads. TTic Grand Trunk Road in Albhabad 
is probably one of the most used roads in the United Prosanccs. Latter- 
ly motor lorries have started plying here, and there b every probability 
of heavy motor rehlclcs increasing. The present toads arc wholly in- 
capblc of remaining in good o^itwn even for a few months after 
repairs or resietalliog in face of thu tiafEc. 

4. For some years past the board has not been rpending as much on 
the roads as was necessary to keep them up to the mark. Demands 
from other departments and for c^er necessities were met out of the 
money which might otherwise have gone to the roads. TJiis continued 
starvation of the department has naturally resulted m gradual deterio- 
ration. An attempt was trade last year to budget more money for the 
toads and a brger sum was spent bnt Ihb did not go far in removing 
the ill eficcts of many jean neglect. We arc Urns faced with a jimul- 
taneous deteriontion of nearly all oor principa] roads. 

5. Even if we xnaiuged to make a great e€oit and temebCed these 
roads throughout, our diBicullie would rot end. Owing to the heavier 
traffic, spedally of motor lorries, the roads will rapidly deteriorate and 
in a few monflis we would hasT to face the ame problem. The only 
solurion is to make the imds in such a manner and with sneh material 
as to be able to withstand the hcariesl traffic. 1 understand that in 
Bombay the roads had practically to be re-raade entiiely because of tins, 
and 1 hare just leamt that this b going to be done in Lucknow also 
soon. 

6. The capital cxpmditure rEqmirt for making roads Bt cnou^ to 
bear heavy traffic for a rmrober erf years is very great and it is not possi- 
ble for the board to find the money out of its general revenues. He 
board therefore is of opinion that a few of the most important roads 
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in Allahabad iright be chosen fot Ihe Csperiment and Go^■«ntIls^lt 
might help the Board by a gnnt for the purpose. Tlic roads nliich 
Via\-c to beat the hn\net traffic ate, laving cut of consideration tlie 
ptovincnl roads. Johwtonganj, City Road, llnvett Road, and Canning 
Road. I vould suggest that a b^nii^ might be made with these 
four loads and tiat they m^ht be nude by a bitum/nouj prcees or 
some other equally bsting irrthod. 

7. Govcnimcnt transfened the ptoviadil roads in the munidpal areas 
to the IxMfd bst year. Tlicy Imr also agreed, after some coitEspond- 
ence, to gh-e an annual sum of abosit Rs. 27,000 for the tpleep of 
these roa^. At the lime of Inmla ilie roa^, and spedally Grand 
'I'ninh Road and Cawnporc Road, ncrc in a \tiy bad condition. The 
money given by the Covtmmcnt for these toads appart to be pro- 
portionately more tlian the amount spent on the municipal reads by 
tlie board. In spite of this fact the lansfet of thee provincbl loads has 
added to the burden of the b«fd. Tlie full amourvt given by Govern- 
ment is spent on them and it is impossible to lop them up to the 
mart As mentioned above, the traffic on Uiem. and tpecblly on Grand 
Tnml Road, b very great from KlmWjhad right up to Daragsnj. Be* 
aides the money tpenl on them the board bs had to use its rollers 
and saiiGcn on thee roads and me are hard pressed for w-ant of enough 
tollen. 

8. It w felt that any repairs or rcmeblling of these ptovincial roads 
b almmt a vmte of money. Very sow after the road mill again be 
in a bad condition. Reasons of economy akme arc sufficient to induce 
us to make Uiese roads nith more bsting material The board thncforc 
suggest to Government to hare all the provincial roads in the munidpal 
aia remade by the bituminous or cqiuOy good proces. In osc the 
Government are unable to do this or to give the board money to liave 
it done the board vrould like to be relieved of the burden of their upkeep 
anil wonid request the Cosemment to lake back the provincial roads. 

9. I understand tiut Government las given help on a most generous 
sale to Lucknow for its roads and that in addition to a loan for the 
pntpovc a grant of five UU« of rupees his been made. I am aware 
tliat Albliabad U not to be compared witii Lucknow in such natters. 
Nonetheless I trust that Cnvcmmcnt mill be able to help this city also 
to some estent, 

10. [ am therefore to request Government on behalf of the board 
to Rive a grant to the board of Rs. ifiOfXX> for the remaking by a Wtu- 
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minouj process of a fesv of the most impofbnt munidpal reads, and also 
to arrange to Iravc the piovincbl roids in tlic at>- remade ty this pro- 
cess, or failing this to tate these roads bad from tlic board. 

11. 1 might infonn joii that proposals arc being considered by the 
board for the taxah'on of motor Ionics and of large compounds. 

Yours, etc, 
Jassalufbl Nehru 


27. From Proceedings of Meeting of the Board' 


Question No. 25: \\^I the Gutrouo infonn the House rvhether any 
action has been blen regarding the Board's reso- 
lotion necossiUling ntarins of thaii as a rtile by 
es-ery municipal emplo)Te on duty ? 

Ansnrr; The Chairman has repeatedly dtami the attentioa 

of the eropknccs to the resolution of Beard desir- 
ing them to wear khadt. Recently anotlicr circular 
to this effect has been issued. In a numba of 
departments a cop}’ of the Board's resolution has 
bcCT hung up to sene as a constant reminder. 

Qucsb'cir No. 26’ ^^^ll the Chairman inform the House of the per- 
centage of Ibc thaddOT-wcanng emplos-ccs tn the 
Board? 

.\iKT\eT: It is not possible for the Chairman to gist the pa- 

centage sridioat instituting an ebborate enquiry 
co stin g a great deal of lime and energ}’ The Chair- 
imn docs not think this worthwhile. He thinks 
liOwestr that qnitc a b^ number of the Boards 
employees now neat feJwcfd<jr. 


I. 16 lone 1924. AJtLB. Hie Kb. 4 of 1924 Eitncb. 
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S« 77 . It »!ic Cdtntiin i»a»c lUl in ifite of i!x tcoluticm 
pi l!if IVjvnl io »ntc llir ptttcmjmji anil aii)' on 
otlrT! wosl i>l ihc miti! in llifSi’.t Of UnJj pt Ifllh 
at hr sr pntsVrf, nwilv al! l!ic SnlvCoinniUcn of 
l!:c P-un! art camjftj on tLw ttotl h rnfinh r 
n t}.c am-Ro If n tlit liTirtnatnt n!al IcKm of 
pmnfirms* ckm tlic Quitman pn)ptf«c In inf!»:l 
cifi tutfi isfsl'jcnl S«>l»Committctt f 

.Vitwcr ‘Hx IVutJ aptotol Uk ppisticm llwt Ifintlintain 

i!«ogVI at fw at 1« btfd in taming on Hit 

wwl of lit Munki^lit). Ilsit mciutioo uil tt»n- 
miitikatoi to the fcoJi of (Icjutlmtntt and Stand 
mg 0«n'uillm hit moit tornniitlrti jJiIl twitiniic 
to ltq» llrfw inciuln m Ijvglidi. Tfie Duinnan 
don rv)( tlunL tint compnliion in tl>c iiultn Mill 
It pipfitil’lc and tn any nml tlif ^tKition of puntiJi- 
tncol dfO tiut atiK. 


It. NeU fertbf Ootrd' 


In my Ifitct to Mr. Tafnir Atimad dilnl 7tli Jul)' I lute italnl tlic hcti 
at I fKoUcct lliftn. 1 liJte rrw innvtil 1m anwtT and lia« rad it 
rattfully. Mr. Zalnif Almiad itatn nnjiluttcally tint l>e rntr mole to 
me an) lettr: in tttiKli lie tnnrtwned tliat lit ttidinl to mign from tlic 
VtccCliairmintliip He Mja tint It ninth moitmntd lih intention to 
loign Itmn llic N'lirClumnantlnp to nre orally At I Iratt itated 
jwniouth mi nai tlut l»c had aim written Init it it clear 

1, 11 ]qV tIJt AMJt nV Kb 5/Xl!l el IW 

Tl.i» Kite twKtini llx tf livaluitii el «Se ini^tution 

el iSe Vitf Clijintuo cl Bond JlmiTitr, itie itujMtKw. Inxtctfd 
BfjlV, htet niiMim and )ml»W Wt lie W oml in ichng to »a 
Wit iruinnitn. Tbe wte <> tl latnnt in IHit it >ho»t linahubl nmlmiti 
to «iiit he ileeiD^ an m« and dnundirif thit he le mtvitd 
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tiiat impressions are unsafe guides and in viw of Afr. Zaliur Ahmad's 
Statement I cannot affirm the contrary. TTie result is that tlic action 
taken by tire Board in basing a fresh dccb’on of a senior Vic&Cli3ir' 
man ss-as inegubr. 

Tills action was based entirely on a sbtement I made to the Board. 
Thus a slat«nent of mire svsj incorrect and misled tfie Board and induce 
ed it to bke action which has pat the Board and specially some members 
of it in a false position. This fa a grave and a serious matter and I con- 
fess that I have felt deeply for my error. Tlie Board rightly relics on 
tlie Chainran for correct statoncnls of fact and a Chairman errs at his 
peril. I desire to offer my apologies to the Board and to espres my 
deepest regret far the action 1 to^ 1 Oiink that the Board would be 
justiEed in expressing its dispkasme of this action and I can assure 
the Board that I will appreciate this. ] bdievc in discipline and no one 
should be above it 

But an expression of r^ret on my part is not scry helpful to anjtmc 
concerned. It only males me fed a little lighter. As tlic matter 
concerns me 1 do not propose to tale part in deciding it and 
with tlie permission of my colleagues 1 shall retire from the 
meeting when this matter fa discussed. 1 do not howes'ci wish 
to refuse to shoulder the lespomibQity cf decision. I have already sbted 
tlut having regard to all tlic facts I thinl that the Board's action was 
incorrect and inegubr. If this was so then the way to put it right fa 
for the Board to deebre so. A Chairman’s ruling fa not the correct 
procedure, nor do I think ft necessary to have a motion, as requested by 
some members, rescinding the previous resolution. This declaration 
would of coarse only app^ to the inegubr part of the previous resola- 
tioir and not necessanly to the whole. 

I would again express my regret to the Board and specially to my col- 
leagues Mi. N, K. Mukerjee and Mi. Baqi Khan. 


|awahaib! Nehru 
19-7-24 


I have today receih'ed a letter from the Commissioner in regard to this 
matter, 'This makes toe posidoa quite dear, The coune I have re- 
commended to the Board fits in. 


Jarvahatlal Nehru 



aiilKMUt MUMCrpAL *OVW) 


29. Answeri to tho Oueallonnaire of Iho fmprovtmeni Truit 
Enquiry CommiUe«< 


I doire to able at the outset that mr atuMcn rcbic to tlic Albhabad 
Trust only. 1 hast no accurate Inoukdgc of otlicr Trusb. As Chair- 
man of the Municipal Board 1 liatc been an cr-ofEoo membet of the 
Allalahad Trust for the last slatccn monlht and as such I bare pined 
some insight into its ssotVing and tnrtliods. But I base no pcnonal 
biossledp of the Ent tnu juart of the Trust. My colleagues on the 
Municipal Board ssho bast also been connected uilli the Trust are in a 
))dta position to judge of tlicse tsco }caR and of liosv and uhy Uie 
Trust was started. My ouu answers arc brgcly based on the informa- 
tion I plhertd as a member of the Tnut Retrenchment Committee 
bst 5 ear. A copy of the report and notes of this Rcfcenchmcnt Com- 
mittee have alrady been luhrriltcd to Uic Enquiry Committee. Tliis 
report ghti many of the eoncliuions I anistd at togctlrcr witli rortc 
tif my colleagues and I sIuU request the Enquiry C^mittee to read 
thb report, cspecully Oie btla half of it whidr deals with die general 
questions and the futorc of the Truit. 

1. ] am dearly ol opinion tfiat the Albhilad Trust lias not been 
conducted on tight Imea. 

(i) To begin mill, Uic Trust was started before tl« ground was 
prepared for it. It was premature, No sadi Trust can function eiS- 
ricnlly without a propa sunty and at llic lime the Tnut was sbitrd 
no suTsty, cadastral or civic, had been made. 'Pic Municipal Board 
were just then beginning a cadastral sutsxy. Mr. Lanchestet suggested 
in his report dated lOdi Apnl 1920 tlat the survey work might be 
done under Uie auspices of tire Trust Committee of the Munidpal 
Board w llial pbnning might be commenced immediately Uie Trust 
was orpnbed. This however was not done witli the result tlat a 
heavily paid stiff had more or less to look on es the survey gradually 
and slowly progressed. 

fii) The Tnist started inaugridously in an almogihctc of extravag- 
ance. At tire very commencement ft antagonised the public and tlie 
Municipal Board by its cstravaganccs. Tlic Ireavy sahries and allow- 
ances of the principal officers were fas from popular. The purchase of 

i. J. N. Wii«l]Jn»ai Pspar, Ni>lML Tie rjoeibonMire ibeti is cot ivaibbk 

55 



SELECra TVORCS OF JAWAllARLAL 


an espensivc motor car for lit Oiairman^, a small matter in ibclf, 
caused great resentment and was probably tbe most powerful factor in 
increasing Ae unpopularity of flic Trust The Municipal Board had 
all along opposed the creation of the Trust but jt is possible that, being 
presented with a fait effompli, llity might base fully cooperated with 
it The early attitude of the Trust however made matters vonc and 
the Trust b^n to r^fd the Board as a rival and inimical body. Tbe 
municipal representatists on the Trust were considered as enemies 
within the amp and the unseemly spedadc of the Trust being equal- 
ly divided and the Chairman voting twice was often witnessed. Owing 
to tbe opposition of the Municipal Board and the public the principal 
officers of the Trust were alwavs apprehensisu that their tenure of 
office might terminate and their lime and energy was chiefly spent in 
consolldaricg their own position. Far more attention was and has 
been paid to their remaining in tbdr present well paid offices than to 
the woilr of tbe Trust. They have pursued this aim witli singular tenacity 
and disregard of all public and private opinion, 'flioe is a vet}’ gen- 
eral feeling in every secrioo of (be Albbabad public^ and I think there 
is considerable {nstifiation for it, that the high oScers of the Trust 
mean to adhere to their offices HU foire majeure removts them. It is 
olnnons flut tbb fund of behaviour is not conducive to the maistensna 
of efficiency in the office or tbe carrying on of good work oubide, 
and least of all to gaining the goodwiU and cooperation of otheis. 

(iii) I have trferred to the heavy sabries above. As the Trust aged 
it pAered to Itself a large and incieasing staB, with the result that 
there was both a heavy stafi and bavy salaries. The establishment 
dia^ alone for the current year b cstimaled to be Rs. 1^,000/-. A 
top heavy systcia with such overhead charges can only end in Mure. 
The Rrtienchmeat Committee of the Trust recommended a number 
oi redactions. A few mmor recommendations have been anied out 
but there can be no substantial redaction if the Choiiman, Chief 
Engineer, Eieairivx Officer, Assistant Engineo and Secretary temam 
on lliar present salaries. 

(iv) The sdremes on whiclt work was begun were cot happily chosen. 
It would have been desirable if the Trust had taken some of the con- 
gested areas in die heart of the dty in hand and made small open 
spaces and playing grounds, and soine model houses for the poor. There 
are plenty of suitable areas in flie where with a little expenditure 
considerable improvemeub could be made. The Trust has got lost 
in a number of bg schemes and as a result of three and a half years* 

2. Majot D. K. Rupt 
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Ubocr tan sUtr*' liltle nct^t a litge and licanij' paki jufl. Tlic iraall 
Klictn© <soy!J l)3^•c been jx^mUr. and in wmc caw icmuncntivc. 
'HiC)' would al50 Imt Immedtife!)' impto^al the uniUtion and hallli 
o! tlie lonlitr. 

(t) ’Hic ImptoTcmctil Trint 'm ttaitnl IxaiKe “of llic ntenme 
tfianricT of tlie imptmonentj urgeotfr rejufred, of the (liHicuttfa 
tautol li} llic fiufnttoui lanctiom lajaircd Woft ptogteu can be nude 
with mimidiul wotli, and o! tlic fact that the Munkipal Board lui 
ireoniplidiftl little v\ the waj of ^mpto^'ctncnt^ during the pail three 
jran, cwpt minor wotV* Jn tonipktkm of ib oiigmal jehemo" (Joint 
ImptoiTmcrl Cominittcc'i report dated Htb April 1920). In ipitc of 
tlie advantages liowwr of a Temt. tl«c AUaliabad Trust luj succeeded 
in doing rnniilabl) little lasing tcgiid to the amount spent on otablish- 
molt. 1 lliinl tins « UrgeU diK to lire inexperience of llic oiTiCtn in 
tlufge. Tliej’ vscrc uraccustottied to Uib hoiV atxJ wutl suffered a^ 
cordmgly. 

2. J ihinV there has been a great deal ©f naite in the AlUlulad Trait. 
Tlie principal item of wasteful e^ienditnre lias been the licasy olaWish- 
ment clurge. Ihe whole ofTicv has hecn tun on extravagant lines. 
’Iliis tjucition has Iwi dealt »illi in the Relttnchtnoil Ccnnmiltec's 
rqwit in some detail. I w-ould only roenUem litre a few olhn matters, 
'llic Harcourt Butler market has h«n a complete failure. U lud little 
ti> do sMth 'I'osvti Imjiioieiuoit atii! the Site tlioscn was unfortunate. 
Over and atnvx the actual cost, a svm of ib. 1,000/- or so was un- 
justiriably ipert on the opening cnemrm)’. 

Comiderable loss has beeri caused to tlic I'nist by mtsbkcs in issu- 
ing notices. Owing to these mors notices lud to be issued repeated- 
ly in lire Mir Kliin U Sent and the Zero Road ichcmes. This delay- 
ci matters and every delay means licavy loss. 

Tlie Secretary, an oflicn drawing Ib. J50/- a month, drew Rs. 1,000/- 
a monlli for six months when he officialed as Fjtceuliw OITiccr. Tliis, 

I consider niost iniptopci, ipccUHy as the Sccrclaty couW not do land 
acqubition work which ii the chief duty of the n,0. A small incre- 
ment for the oEcialing period would have been quite enough, Tire 
fact that the Sceietaiy wai ofScuting for the E.O, w-ai brought to tlie 
notice of the Trust hit they were not informed of the salary he was 
drawing. 

3. I am not aware of any apptccuble clungc in Die haltli of Alb- 
liabad owing to tlic operations of the Trust. The work of the Trust 
lias been so little lliat no great riiangc couH follow. 
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4. Complaints have reached me of want of proper accommoda- 
tion for e\-icted persons. As a matter of fact, howe\’cr, few persons 
hase so far been evicted by the Trosl as no btg scheme mvohnng esde- 
tion on a large scale has been taken in hand. I think that before any 
such scheme is started houses must be provided for the evicted poor. 
It is not enough that plots are offered for sale. 

5. The principal causes of the unsatisfactory financial conation ate: 

(i) Heary expenditure on staff and overhead charge. 

(ii) Scheme taken up not pajing. 

(iii) InsufBdent Gos’cmmcnt help. As compared to Lucknow 
and Carvnpore, ,M!ahahad has received little assistance from 
GovL in the shape of gonts or loans. 

6. I think that the present consbtvtion and methods of uorking of 
the Trust are wholly unsatisfactoi)' and almost any alternative is prefer- 
able to them. But if a change is to be made I would not recommend 
the suspension of the imprcn-cment operations. U is undesirable to 
suspend work on several schemes already begun. This will only mean 
loss now and greater expenditure in the future. I am therefore against 
A. 

I an also against the first part of B and do not want the present 
Tnist to continue. 

I am not against the node being entrusted to a committee of the 
Municipal Board as recommended in the latter part of C. I nTJuld 
not like the Board to hare direct control of the operations. But con- 
sidering an ftic circumstances I would reccpmmend the course so^ested 
in the bttei part of B, i.c. the continuation of these operations by the 
Trust with a modified constitution. 

7. I am not in fareui of A but if operations are suspended the assets 
should be handed os-cr to the Municipal Board. 

8. 1 would surest that there should be an honorary elected chair- 
man and a paid oxcutire oEBcer, a joint consulting engineer for flic 
three Trusts, an assistant enpnea and a snperintendent of the office 
or sccrctat)-. I would also recommend that the municipal element In 
the Trust be increased by one, so as to gjre it a sli^t majority in the 
Tnist I would not hare, on any account, a repetition of the present 
conflict If the present constitution is to continue I would earnestly 
adrise the Board to direct its represoitato’CS to mlhdraw from the Trust 
Their presence there cannot be very helpful and frequent friction and 
opposition is not conduare to good work. The work must therefore 
cither be completely controlled 1^ the nominated members, and in this 
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ctnl munidpil rcprocHtalion u for the praent at laU not ncccjsaij", 
or it tnml U pul undct Ihc inditect control of the Municipal Board. 
If four memhcn are jcnl Ihe Board and Ihrce are nomitutcd by 
Ctnl, lli5» indirect control mil be pined by the Board. 1 have no 
objection to oWng lire number of membea of the Tmsl to 9, tl)ou|l> 
1 prefer a tmaller number. If the numb« is 9 then the hlunicipal 
Board should send 5 members and tlierc should be d nominated mcm* 
bcft. 'Hicrc 7 (jt 9 members should dcct their ora Cliaiiman, uho 
may be an outsider, and who most be honoiaiy. Tlib amngement 
nil! n(?t falc auaj tfic po«er of interfcrnKe from Co»{., as (irKlcr 
the Act they an cosily control the expenditure of funds and the 
on the schemes. Tlieit control bowovn must be of a general cJiaracler. 
H Uiey are to supply funds, tl»ey will l^itimately desire tome control 
arid under She Art they wilt luve it. 

It b norv admitted almost everyone lliat the Chairman should 
be lumoiasy. One well paid exctvlhe bead is quite enough. Even 
Site Allaliabad Trust has made tins secommendation. I surest that 
the honorary Chairman should also be an elected one. Tliis will make 
him mote tesponsirt to the Trust. 

Ihe Eaeculist OIEcer need not necessarily be a deputy colltrtor. 
He afiould not be paid mote tfun R*. 1,000 incioding allouarsces, but 
excluding a motor ar allowance of Rs.lOO pan. Tlic other salaries 
should 1^ as follows: 


Executive OfTicn 


Assishnt Engineer 


I/Jrd share of 
Consulting Engineer's 
sab7 

Superintendent of 
oITicc or Secretary 


1,000/' Motor ar 
ihovance 
lOOf. 

500<i00/' Motor bicjtle 
or ar allowance 
of Rx.S0/' 


500/' 


250/' 


Tlic annual establishment should not exceed Rs, 50.000/-. 


It is very difficult for me to give figures for future work. Any figure 
tlat I may give will bigely be the outcome of a guess. I would sug- 
gest tliat for the praent rupees five blihs p« annum will be required 
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oi this fi>c might be as a grant b)' Gm-l., and tiic oiher haU as 
a loan. I do not sec any otlia sources of icsenue. It is possible liow- 
c\w that if the Trust b itj the indirect « direct control of the Muni- 
dpil Board, tlie latter may help occasiorally with funds. But this 
help cannot go far. 

9. i\s 1 ha^e stated aboxe, 1 would not prefer C but I would cer- 
tainly wtlcome it to present conditions. One advantage of C is ib 
clasdrily. As wort inncascs or dcacascs tlic staff can be proportion- 
ately merreased or decreased. A great drawback to the present con- 
stitution is lliis want of etasUrity. The big staff lias to remain even 
when there is little or no work. If a committee of the Board is en- 
trusted with the work 1 would recommend the employment of an 
en^eer at 500/- or so. Additional staE will depend on additional 
work. If land acquisitions work is to be undertaken a spcdal oEco 
might be engaged for the purpose. 

Tbe funds required foe C veffl be the same as for B. U tlie full 
sum asked for abovr is not granted work wiB be pioportitnulcly Ics^ 
The sources of resenue arc also flic same. I might mention in this 
cotmertion that the amount granted b)- Government to the Momc^l 
Board in the past for impromnent purposes was actually inenased by 
the Board having paying s^emes. 

to, Albhabad is a srrj spread out city. Large distances separate 
some cf the mohaf/as from each otli« and there is plcntj- of room for 
groisth between these mofbdfas. TTierc b considerable congestion in 
the aty proper and in part of litia, and on the other band many 
houses ra the eisil station have got enormous compounds. As it b 
the upkeep of toe roads in the civil station b a heavy burden on the 
momcipality and it cannot afiord to increase thb burden by having 
more metalled roads vvitoout a corresponding inaease in income. 
Every eateosion of the ci^ bejxmd ib present inhabited limib means 
new roads, hglitoig ananganenb, water supply, road walering, sanita- 
tion etc. each involving heavy expense. An improvement scheme most 
therefore avoid thb heavj- ciqrenditute as far as possible and should 
take advantage of exbting roads. The Trust should aim at a sub- 
division of the Gristing lai^ compounds so as to reduce them as far 
as possible to one acre or less. In ftc eft}- there are many areas which 
are covered at present h\ ditapidated huts with not a single pucas 
house. These areas an be easily acquired and would prove to be 
remunerative kernes. A nuinbcr of such schemes and the pro- 
vision of decent houses for the poor and small playing grounds and 
open spaces would innease amenities of life for a large of 

people in toe dty. ^*3 00^ 
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present mrtltod of charging a bs on house nluei is rot a 
dcsinWconc. It rcwlu in plots I)wg saant for jtan. The tax should 
be on bni lliis wll I»c fairer and «fll picstnt jpccubtion in plots, 
"niere woulJ alto then be an induconicnt for btiildirg houses. TTiis 
is not primatfly a tnatfei for the Troll btil if such a lat uas imposed 
in place of tiic house tat it «ouM benefit both the Trust and the 
munidpality. 

11. 11 Sec. IDl ol the Act ii amended ai nig^esled it would ulti- 
nutcly result in two munic^litics for the city. I do not ondenland 
how* this can be feasible or desinble. 

Under tlic present Act the Tnisl l«as a rigid to include any muni, 
cipal bnd in an imptostnient sehetne bj merely sending a notice to 
the Chairman of the Board. No compensation is paid except for 
buildings. If Sec. 101 u amended and Set. 45 ttmains it will man 
tliat the Trust an fatten at the expense of the muniripalit)* and the 
btter has no return- 

At the present moment tlieic is mote chance of the liabilities of the 
Tnsst being in excess of its asseb and the Municipal Boatd does not 
feel cnihnsbstie at the idea of its bon; the lieir of these lubihties. If 
the present wasteful mctliods arc continued the Board would lile to 
be freed from the liabilit)' and ssould wdeotne a cliarge in Sec. 101. 
But as ] hair said abenr 1 fail to see how there an ultimately be two 
fiial bodies in a city. 

12. (a) I am not ui faiour of thb combined system. I do not 
Ihtnh a single chainnan is desirable, but there should be a single cen- 
suiting engineer for the three TrosW. He should be paid Ib, 1,500 
pjn. 

fb) Tlie Tout an only be financed by Cort. I would not recom- 
mend any special loal taxation for them. Tliis mil make then cs-cn 
more unpopubr and it will probably aHcct the Municipal Board’s in- 
come, I would recommend howci-cr tint the Cos-t.’s share of the 
rutiul income might be made om to the Trust. 

(c) I luie no special suggestnns to make, But 1 wish to point 
out that the present practice ol the obhlohment charges coming out 
of funds armatked foe special ichnnes is \ety undesirable If ncccs* 
siiy a special grant should be made for ebblishment and on no ac- 
count must an toCToaclmicnt W made on earmarked funds. 

(cl) I have no figures witlr me and I am unable to offer any special 
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suggestions, I think that with a careful selection of schemes and 
moderate os-cthcad chaiges impiovesncnt wsk can be made pajing 
and these should be no difficulty in repajang the loans. 

13. I am ssTllmg to appear as a witness before the Committee. 

August 3 1924 

Allahabad Jawaharbl Nehru 


30. Allahabad Municipal Admlnbtraiion' 


I regret to note that the endeavour to introduce the spirit of nationalism 
in our work meets with j-out disapproval. I bad hoped that those 
who had imbibed this spirit of nationalism in EngUnd would ap* 
predate our attempt to lay stress on it here. To show honour to the 
country’s grat men is not a novel procedure vshicb we have initiated. 
Other countries have been known to do likewise. The Board has added 
to its list of holidays the TQak and Gandhi Days and thereby honour- 
ed itself. No b\T5 men of modem India have commanded such uni- 
versal respect in the country and the Board would have been failing 
in its duty if it had not given some such public e: 9 ressiorj of the 
popular esteem. It is no act of iB-TnH to any penon or people. An 
address of welcome was presented to another honoured Indian, hlan- 
lana ShauVat Ali. No address was given to Mahatma Gandhi as 
TncEtioncd in yxiut letter, hat I have little doubt that the board would have 
gladly avaded itself of the opportunity to do so. The omission of the 
Empire Day from the list of holidays would hardly be surprising any- 
where, least of all in India. The idea of an Empire in the true sense 
of flie word is out of date and even its defenders base their support 
on consideration of common btottiediood and common interest In 
India these considerations hardly apply and only the dark side of the 


1. Extracts trom a kUci wiiUen fanharbl to the CommisnoneT ot Atkha 
bad Divitton in leph to Iw oitiasn ol the managnneDt ot fecal txidki by 
the Congress. The Tnbanr, 27 Aapist 1924. 
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Empire n vijbic. | Bndmhui that ttic celchralion of the Empire 
Dap f» brine pStn up c\Tn ta othei patli of the Pritali DommionJ. 
fn jtfininj tu ble pjtl in the «elfDnie to the \VaQj’. it wai nude 
(laf tiul BO drtfespect wat mtani to Im penon. But tfic Board felt 
Out tucli wrifomc Ictidi to Jmetben the life of a i)itrm of «liich they 
mrduth dwpprmr srul (hn touM 1>c no part) to llieni. 

t am at jour lenuii tlut lire Corgmi mnnbcn arc taVing 

advantage of their poiition in the Bond in adianct the programme 
of a potilical paitv and t!al Ihn h fllf^itimstc. Tire Ccmgrcsi mem- 
Iren made ro ireret of ttreir »fc«i dming tlirir election ampaign and 
nude it ttt) dear that whife futh cropentm; ailli Cmtttimcnl in 
timnki|ul nullett, {!«> vtinhl mdcavotir to Introdiiet national jpml 
in the mnniripa! adminnlrafion and Sfretul!)- «wi!d by Jircsi on lire 
juixm Imilditi!; jurb of fire Congtai riPgnmmc, Ihcsc parU arc 
liinllj fonlftncrjul and flie% arc not c\rn opp«cd to Cwcmment err- 
fna cvtnthin^ that ttrenyiienj Indu n agaimt lire intcrmU of tire 
Cmtniment llte membm wnc fleeted on tlm definite and clar 
iindetrtamlirg and there can timi Ire no qiinhori nlialcntT of an un- 
fair or itlegitimile me of tfieu potit>mi If they have erred at all in 
Ihrt matter or on any luch propwition rt « tnettly liy the vote of a 
pailicubf grmip and thrv have alwji trierl tu mn over otlien to their 
view point. Ahnovt ad the matten a«n mention vine tarried by Luge 
inijoritin in tire Board enmpoicil of memireii of difieruig politica and 
ionre vere famed wunimovnlv One matter, the eelclwitvem of Main 
Ima Gandhi’* diiclurge from jail, «ar prnjiored in the Board by a 
valued nimber who ri a eonfirmed Moderate m politics and parred un- 
animomly, 1 would rninnd von in Ihn conneetion that the non-Con- 
giciv nvan\^c 1 ^ fonn a laigc nvinonty »tv tire Roitil. 

M'c Imc laM grot itrere on ipremiw; in out rehooh because wc Ire- 
licsre in its ceoiiomic value. I love little doubt that if you consideml 
the rjuotion on lU mmtj and wilhmil the ptC|udictJ l»m of poli- 
tical opwiiom yuvj will appreeutc tire illempls to revive spinning and 
put it on a fnn hisii. If yon mil talc the trouble to learn spinning 
yourself you will aftn a few days ftxl its dtarm and delight in the 
music ol the wheel. Spinning ii tint a party matin confined to a 
paslinibt gHwp. It is (or esrety one, whether Ire k in the Congress 
or outside it. and tVic ilhntiwus tbimpwin of it wonVl wekmrre Eng- 
lish ofiiclals who talc to the wheel 

W'c liavt: cndeavouTol to instil mfo the minds of children attend- 
vng tha Musiicspal schociU, tk loss: of Oiw country and the wish to 
sene (icr. I am not aware that tins « a very pcailiar polilical idea 
or is a distorted funn of patriotBm. 1 was under the impression that 
this was sn essential juit of cducatioB m other and more fortunate 
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countries, ^^'c wish to teach onr difldrcn to Iccp their self-respect 
and neither to cringe nor to boast ^\'c want them to grow up as 
good citizens of tin's cih’ willing and fit erougli to tale an esccutivc 
part in their counti)’s onward prioress. It may be that wc are frail 
and imperfect but if joa will tatc a dispassionate viav )ou will no 
doubt discover that tlic ideals that Iiasc been placed before us arc 
great and good both for us and for othen and the patriotism which we 
desire to develop is of the stra^htest larieh'. If the Board has made 
good even in a small w-ay it b because we were not woihing merely 
to cans' on but had a definite objCcHve before us and the motive 
power of these «rv- ideals to cany us forward. Tlicsc are our con- 
victions and it b on these lines that we wbh to work, ^^'’e would dis- 
cha^ our trust poorly and would prove ourselves unfit to hold our 
charge, if we abandonrf our convictions and pursued a different policy 
for fear that Government would stop giving financial assistance. Auda- 
cit>’ b usually unseemly and unheeding. 1 trust the Board wiH not 
indulge in it But I trust also that the Board will remain firm when 
pri&dplts are at stake, despite aB coos^uences. 

Jawaharlal Nehru 


31. Preliminary Note on a Muaiclpal Programme' 


August 28, 1924 

It has been die custom in the past lor everv candidate for election 
to 3 munidpal board to assure lus electors that he will do bis utmost 
for them; sometimej he goes a little fuiriver and specifies certain mea- 
sures which will specially claim bb attenbon^lhe betteimert of roads, 
more schools, hospitals and a better water simply, sanitation etc. But 
obviously evei)body must agree to this, although Ijttle enoi^ msy 
be done in pnctict. This docs not and cannot constitute a pro- 
gramme. 

Our municipalities arc contmuaBy being enheued for their meffici- 
ency in iruny respects, and the enbebms arc often justified. We arc 

1. .VtC.C. F3c No C-4?/J9Z8. p I. N'VLXIJ.. 

Tlie note a roeDa p Iete. 
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toM Uiat thcj- do not ipend money on important serviets. On tlie 
cdicr liarnJ mo5t of them are in a fitianciilly unsound condition and 
cither Ihc on bounties from Cm'cmmcnt or hast no jubsjanlul sur- 
plus left after pasirg lieasy interest tharges on loans. No one dare 
mention an inerasc in the rales. 

Tlic problem therefore U a fairly compJes one and ndical remedies 
maj' Iw nccosar)’ before tan approach a solution. Tlie problem is 
not peculbr to India or to our proiinte. great or small munici- 
pality in the world has to face it today, although the local conditions 
may wry greatly. It is woithnhile for us therefore to consider the 
question in its broader aspects before attempt to draw up a definite 
programme. Tin's coruideration will piobaMy feat! us to the forma- 
tion of a general programme whicli stnles at the roob of municipal 
administration in India today; it will certainly conflict with the cut- 
ing Aftmieipalitics Act. / do not thint this should deter iis from lay- 
ing down such a prognmme. Tl>c cduational value of a rregramme 
of this kind will be grat and it will liclp us to build up our municipal 
Wc wj holt))}’ prrneipla, In adiUtm to such a genm) programme 
it will probably be necessary to dnn* |ap] a mote spccilic and limited 
programme which might he capable {of] immediate application. 

It is now a recognijed principle llol social weHare wotk is a primaty 
concciTS of a municipality. Municipalities arc not only supposed to pro- 
vide adequately for education but also for ailtural and recrcab'onal faci- 
lities, for sanitation, housing etc. Public espendihirc » iocteasing 
enormously in all prngressirt communities on these public ulilitics. It 
is also vscH recognized cvtryvhetc, eicept in India, tlwt the uplift of 
the poorest and most backward parts of a city arc the first charge on 
municipal funds. No city or communily an progress if it has black, 
insanitary hovtls and starving people within ib orbit. But htge funds 
arc necessary for any effective work in tins direction, altliough it is 
possible even now- fo disert some of rlic frmda used for other purposes, 
eg. the embcllisliiflcnt of the ar«s mhalntcd by the wcllto^o. 

Funds can only come from additional taxation. Even if loans arc 
rabed, further taxation will be necessary to pay them oE. Thus the 
problem becomes ore of tapping new sources of revenues. 

Municipal taxation in India is at present exceedingly low if com- 
pared with other countries and jet owing ft) the pat poverty of the 
avenge resident it is a heavy enough burden on him. Indeed if a 
saious attempt fa to be made to better the lot of the poorest people 
wisling taxation so fat as it applies to tficm will have to be reduced 
or wholly removed. Tiis will further lessen flic income.... 
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32. On Municipal Taxation' 


....The appointmerl of this Commltlcc* by the Board bar created a 
considerable amount of interest. The public piess in Albbabad and 
eIse^^be^e has coinmcnted on it and indignant coaespondenb have ac* 
cused the Board of conspiracies and deep designs to irjuTB a deserving 
class, and to encourage insanitaty and fttmded habitations. These com- 
ments are largely due to want of Vnowlcdge of the facts, but some of 
them raise a large issue. It was not my purpose, at the time I pbeed 
this matter before the Board, to raise llm fiindimcnb! issue. I nas 
burdened with the idea that under tire present system of taxation of 
houses etc., Allahabad could not progress or expand. The contrast be- 
tween the congested and inanibry houses m the city and soms of the 
wide expanses, unared for atrd untended, in the civil station, was mart 
ed. For various reasons, Aibhabad was becoming a wilderness. I bad 
not then clearly thought of the remedy. It appears to me now, bew'* 
ever, that we annot dispose of the matter, or solve the problem satis- 
factorily without facing the Urge issue. Old proposals of taxing house 
fronbge and the lilc can seldom be equibble all round and might 
incRase our difficulties. 

There are a few- facts which we must bear in mind. The Erst is that 
taxation in India, both ir» the rural and tire urban areas, is bigely on 
the improvemenb on the land, whdhei the improvements take the 
shape of machinery, a large yield or buildings. 

The second thing to remember is that the taxation of rural areas is 
very heavy— much heavier than urban areas. Roughly, in the former 
case the bx is 50 percent of the produce; in the Utter case immicipal 
taxes seldom exceed 15 per cent and the richa people have to pay 
come tax as veil. In return for the 50 per cent tax which the rural 
areas pay, the people living there get no special protection or ameni- 
ties. living is cbcapCT there and the standard of life lower. The State 
does eitaoidinarily little for these people. It does the taking part and 
there is practically no ^ing. In (he aties, m spite of the lower rate 
of taxation, there are supped to be many amenities. 


1. 2B Aagost 192i. The Ltaier, 6 Septmtci 1924. Extracts. 

2. Land T« Committee. 
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Tliiu {!ic 5file is pradialh nin from fl»c {until supplied ly tlic raral 
atnf. All Jlie Kpensist super stniduic oi the State is paid for by 
tfic n’fijgcs, (N'of only Ui«, but llic rural arai contribute directly to 
the errpansion and imptos'cntrnf of cilict bj’ mans of Itnprovcmcnl 
TrustJ nhich get of hasrf got in the past bige gnnb from Covtmmcnf. 

h a cleic that tha jbtc of it pouf}' wnfair to (fie nirai areas 
and it can only bit so lemg as these areas arc inarticulate or not 
sliong cntwsh to cjpress thetiueho fotriUy. 

2 vnJmftrnd (hat (he powice in America and ns other adnneoi 
ct)untiies is to tat urban and mnl bnd at the same rate, tljc former 
of coutse pi)ing more became its capital olue u greater, but tlic rate 
(per rent «j tapjbl sabe} being the umt. 

1 mention these considnaliom not because wt base to deal siilh 
these big issues, but it b util to teroember them when comidering our 
cram land pioblemi. W'e cannot, at a Board, hare anyllimg to do wilb 
bialbn o( rural arcai. W'e sliouki, liowcttf, try lo reform our own 
method of taution so as to conloim to inodcm idos more and so help 
in the esmlubon oi a iust system of tauhon in the country. 

It H not our putpene at pcesent In mctcase our rettnue fiom land 
and housQ in the city not do «c «itli to penalise ai^ particubr class, 
ibe ptoent system in *tijue in Albhahad, howeitt, is based on wrong 
principles and is prosing a hindrance to the growth of tlie city. The 
home iai, as its name implies, is a tax cm liouiB, i e.. impros-etnenb 
and not on land. A person may possess land in tlie heart of the city 
and if he docs not butW on if, lie pais no fat, He merely holds on 
to the land and it inoeascs in value because n( the industiy of other 
ciltrens wiio work in the adiommg land ffe specuhfes «ilh his land. 
Tlie home fcu thus lends diitrfH fo disrourage hniisc building and 
cnctiunigej spcnilation m land It falls cntirclv on the occupier of 
tlic house and thus raises rents. AW being of impiosTments icsults 
in less use being made of the land Tlicre are less houses and renb, 
being the price of monopoly, go op- 
Tor lliBc reasons, the tendency Iras been in nuny countnes to un- 
tax impromncnts and tax the land alone. In some countri« both am 
taxed, and thne arc others where (Iw tax on impros'cmcnts is kss pro- 
portionalcly than the tax on land 

^^1C land tax is calatlatcd on the capital sxhie or selling value of 
fbc land rninut fhe hiiiHirg or oflier imprpvfroenfx on it. The rate 
of tax varies in dlfTcrent coirntncs. In New Voil, I am fold, it is as 
high as 1 per cent pet annum on the apibl value both of the land 
and the improvements on it. Tliis is voy high. In other countries, it 
is usually two per cent or tlicnaboiib. Wiere both the land and 
buildings arc taxed, they arc separately valued and the Utter is usually 
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charged at a reduced rate. A recent bw in Nw York eewpts new 
liouses begun before a nrrbin dale allogctlin from taxation for a period 
of ten jean, but the land is taxed from the \-cij’ beginning. 

Wien a landlord lets cut bis bnd to 2 tenant, lie charges him for 
it islietlier the latter uses it or not. Similaflj* a tax on bnd wlucs is 
to be considered paj-ablc to the commanitj’ for the bnd so long as 
tiic land is held and quite apart Item the question of using or occup)- 
ing the bnd. The tax should also be a first charge on the bnd. 

A tax upon building and iropfostments is finall)' paid b)’ the users 
of the buildings etc, but a tat on the bnd wluc cannot be so tnns- 
fened. 

In Allaliabad the price of bnd is not much as compared to the price 
of buildings. A tax on bnd value alone, therefore, may result in re- 
ducing the income of the Board grally. I would, theitforc, suggest 
that we should tax both the bnd vnlue and the improvements so that 
the btter are encouraged. This docs not mean any general increase in 
taxation. Both tc^elher need not exceed the present rale, but there 
may be a slightly belter dotnlwlion. The question of nte must not 
bo mixed up with the method of taxation. If w e approved of the method 
suggested b^' me, the rate can be fixed as low as is desirable. 

There is an impression that thb tax wall hit the bungalows in the essil 
lines. This fear is onfounded so fsr as the great majority of the houses 
ate concerned. Houses in George Town and most houses in Canning* 
ton cannot be affected at all But a house like Daibhanga Castle with 
ib enonnoos bnds must and should be affected. It sprawls over a 
goodly portion of Albhabad and ncftlrer adds to the beautj' of it nor 
to its utility. And inddentally it pays a ridiculously small sum to 
ntes. If there had been any tax on bnd values the ground of Darbhanga 
Castle would have been greatly improved. 

But it is open to the Board to fix such a low nte as to reduce the 
present burden es-cn on houses. The qocsbon now to be considered is 
not one of rate but one of principle. 

I suggest, thnefore, that we should have in Allahabad; 

(1) A tax on the bnd values, ix, on the selling value of the bnd, 
this being paid as long as the land is held and regardless of occupation, 
and it should be a charge on flic land. 

(2) A tax on isnprovements and houses, preferably at a lower rate, 
to be paid, as at preent, when fljc house is occupied. 

(iii) The two taxes above menttoned shoold not together exceed the 
present house tax. 

(iv) There should be a general assessment of land values and tm- 
provemenb thereon separatety to aable us to detennine the new taxes. 


63 



aun\UK ALLAHABAD MUMOPAL JO«D 


This has of course notlimg to do with the watet rate. That must 
remain separate. I do not approve of the klca of eonsoliilating house 
bx and wala rate, as has bera si^csled, I bclicsc, by some people. 

The abos-e proposals, if appren-ed by the Boaid, may necessitate a 
ciiange in the law. But this is no reason why we should not persacre 
with tliem. 


33. To Commlssloneff Allahabrul Division, regarding Grants for 
Roadi* 


No. 166/XII Allahabad 

September 2, 1924 
Sir, 

On June 9, (klla no. 79) I addressed you on the subject of mads in 
Albfiabad and suggested that grants be made for tlie mcblling of botli 
municipal and provincial roads. I undci^nd that this matter is before 
Government. Onforhinatcly (urtlicr dday was malnng the toads worse and 
consequently the Board had to gns; conndnable time and attention to 
tlieir immediate improvement. It was decided to spend a large addi- 
tional sum to bring at least the principal roads up to the maik. Some 
of this additional money lias bcCT faicn from the surplus which had 
not been provided for, but this was not enough and a larger sum was 
ncccssaiy. The Beard therefore with r^ict decided to rescind its pre- 
vious resolution, allotting Rs. 55,000 of the surplus to the payment of 
loan and diverted this mon^ to the onprovement of roa^. I hope 
howev-er that it will be possible for the Board to make a further provision 
for the payment of loans soon. 

Tlie Board is now spending a sum of Rs. Giis year on tire roads. 
Tliis does not include the amount spent out of the Government grant 
On provincial roads. The state of thcKs roads is very bad and the 
Government payment for them is meagre and wholly insuEcienL In 


I. UJ. Cknenment Precrediogs Nos. « to 72, Mooidpal Departmeot File No. 
6D0-E49(a), W29. 
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Spite of tlic demantlj of the mnnmpjl loads, lltc Board liu decided to 
spend Rs. 5,250 on prosindal roads, in additwn to the (Jomnincnt giant 
for them. But tins too is insuHicient and I shall be glad If the Cmem- 
tnent s\ill laVc o\cr these piosimul roadi or mile prinisfon for com- 
plete rcmcblling. 

Yours, etc., 
Jassalurlal Nehru 


31. On Coordination of tho Board'* Work' 


I hist only just seen llie carious note etc In thu file, Including the 
EO's note addressed to me. It is surprising that a note addressed lo 
me should form tlic basis of a rcsolulion of a committee before I hac'C 
even seen it. 

It appears to me that a peat deal has been made out of a small matter 
and unnecessar)' heat has been Impoited in tlic discussion. The <|ues- 
b'on would never have arisen if imlad of long notes being written one 
or mote personal talks bad blcn place. We must try to learn to Icss^ 
ted bpc as much as possible and the surest «a> of encouraging nd bpc 
is to write long notes oxer trivial maltcn which an be drsposed of in 
a minute's pcnonal intmievv. 

Tlicie lias apparently arisen a question which might be Ictined a 
question of principle. In icality ! see no difSculty — consfitulional or 
practical. It is cleat that the F..O. is the principal etccutivc officer of 
the Board and as such must shoulder the main responsibility for the 
Board's work, It is desirable that he should be allowed sufficient freedom 
in routine and pett)- malteis as it is most difficult for any officer lo work 
if there is frequent interference. It is also cleat that the sbnding 
committees and the bads of department and even the unfortunate 
diairman of the Board aie partly responsible for the efficient and punc- 
tual carrying out of vvoik. Tlie Board can only function properly if 
th»e is coordination between the various officers and committees and 


1. IS November 1921 MAh. FBe No 23 lill. 192f 5. 

It deals wilh a diffaecce of ^iiuini IxtVr-een Ihe PobUc Wotls Committee 
and the Eiecntiye OSes of the Board. 
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a minimum of interference nith the wori of tlie permanent ofScers who 
must by r-iiltc of tlicir porition and ctpcriencc bear largely the burfen 
of municipal administration. 

Tlicrc is no sicecssily for thij iiiatlcr to be furUict considacd or pro- 
longed. No more notes need be written. 1 liopc in future if there is 
any doubt in an)onc's mind regarding any nutter [le will seek to eluci- 
date it by the ordinarj mclliot^ adt^cd by men and women in their 
prisate life, before a formal file is opened and a note dictated. 

Jawahaibl Nehru 
15-11-21 


3S. On fha Allahabad Improvamani Trutf 


U appare from the proceedings of this meeting (Tmst meeting, dated 
the Cth Dccemlwr 192-i) and from leltcn of Mr. Dasu and Mr. Malas-ija 
tlsat the Tmst Itas not only oppwed the main recommendations of the 
Enquiiy Committee, but lus ibo levciscd its own pmious decisions 
bken on the subject. 'Ihey luno decided in fasour of retaining a paid 
Cliairman, a Chief Engineer, a Seeretaiy and a Steno-tpist although 
only a short while ago this sory Trust decided to do away wth all these 
functionaries, llic manner in which these decisions were taken can be 
seen from the letters of Me«rs. Basu and Malanya 
I desire to say little here about llic iccomtnendah’ons of the Enquiry 
Committee. I haie wiittcn about ttiem in tlie attached note. I would 
Only add that 1 am more than oer cominced that it is necessary to 
increase the Municipal clcroeirt on tho Trust. So long as the Trust is 
in a position entirely to ignore popular wishes, what transpired on Sa^r- 
day bst will be a not infrequent occurrence. The best remedy for this 
is to inCTKise by one the number of members elected by the hfuni- 
cipal Board. 


1. (2 Dccw.l« 1921. AMB. HJe No 1 of 1921 Extracts 
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In view of what has happened the Board had to consider what its 
representatises in the Trust sliotiM do. It is clear tliat under present 
conditions their position is intc^ciaUc. The Trust has long heen a h}- 
word in Allahabad for incompetence and cstrawgancc. After the ful- 
lest enquirj' and with the knowledge that a jtar and a halfs working o! 
it has ghen me 1 musk say with sorrow that the distinguishing features 
of the Allahabad Trust are intrigue and n^otum. Tlie ofEcers of the 
Trust care little and work less fc» tlic benefit of tfic Trust and of Alla- 
habad. Their time and encrg)’ arc entirely bken up in intrigue and 
canvassing and in exasdess endeavtmt to stick on to their posts. In my 
written memorandum presented to the Trusts Enquiry Committee I 
stated that 1 had come to the conclusion that the Qiainnan of the 
Trust had a perfectly remarkable capaci^ for adhering to his office and 
that.notliing short of force rrutfeure would remove him from it. 1 am 
men more confirmed in this opinion now, and I would extend it to 
the other officers also. 1 want the Board to be no patty to this scanda- 
lous state of affairs. It b painful to me and to sny colleagues to attend 
meetings of the Tnist and sec public funds being wasted and no work 
being done. 

I bust that Government will soon annwmcc their decision about the 
future of the Trust If this derision is in favour of keeping tlie present 
Constitution and personrel then in my opinion there is no place in the 
Trust for the Bwtd’s Teptescnlatives, and I would strongly urge the 
Board to withdraw their representatives from the Trust. 

The problem before the Trust at present b not to improve Allahabad. 
The immediate isue b how to improve itself and so long it does not 
do so and purge itself of Us undesirable elements far so long it w ill not 
be possible for the Board or any self^espreting person to assodate him- 
sdf with it 


36< On the Report of the Allahabad City Improvement Trust' 


I. The Allahabad Improvemeal Ikust has had repeated occasions to 
consider and discuss the future constitnlion of the Trust and they have 
come to definite deebians whidi I presume have been forwarded to 


1. Utdihd. AMeied Bo«rd Caatte, No, i9 of 192t. 
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&iOTmtnt. ThC)' lure dcddcd Ihit ll.cte slionld be an bonom 
Qiafnmn of the fni^t and tlat, u soon as tlic time of the preent 
Cliaimun cndi, this tecommendation iltmild he gi\-cn effect to. Tlicv 
Imt furtlicr decided Hut theie jliould he no Cliicf Engineer, that thee 
should be an Executne OfEcct and that no Scerctarj’ was necessat)’, 
Se^•cral ollict decisions about minor appointments base also been taken. 
I do not llictefore quite iindentanJ the force of tw queries now put 
h)' Cos-emment to the Tn«t. Tlic nutter has been decided so far as 
our Tmst is conctmed and all that it neccssaij’ is to draw Cosemmenfs 
attention to out pm’ious decisions. It is possible tlut the enquiiy from 
CoNcmment is meant more for otho Trusts and has only been sent 
formally to us. 

2. Tlic only new matter uhicli mljlil perhaps affect the decision of 
the Trust is the report of the Enquiry' Committee. But as it happens 
this report lias accepted almost all the aiticisms svhich nen? nude by 
tlic Retrcnehmcnl Committee of our Trust and its recommendations, 
wTh a few eaetplions, are largely those uhicli tlic Trust itself lus nude. 
The Trust therefore must feel stiengtliencd in its presious attitude and 
Ihetc is little reason for it to reennsider its former derisions. 

I do not desire to enta its Ibis note into any debiled esamina- 
lion cf the repoit or recommendations of the Enquiry Committee. I 
shall only mention a few principal malten. 

ri. I entirely agree witli the iccommaidation that the Chairman 
should be honorary. 1 do not, liottcs-er, see the necessity of ptoriding 
that the Collector siiould be the Chairman in ease no suitable penon 
is aiaibhlc. There appears to be no reason why a suitable person should 
iwt always be as-aibble. Tlic Collector Is usually a busy person with a 
'■aricty of functions to pcrfonri and lie is likely to be less suited for the 
Cluirmanship than a non-offieial honorary woiket. 

5. I agree witli the recommendation tlut Ihcic should be an Execu- 
tive OIHkt. 

6- I also agree that there roer was any necessity for hvo engineers 
in the Trust. An engineer of tlw sabty and competence of the Assis- 
tant Engineer was enough for our purpose and the Chief Engineer was 
not necessary. For the future the Assistant Enginea should be ample 
for out needs. I do not, however, agree witii tire recommendation that 
the whole engineer establishment should be pheed under Superintending 
Engineer, Public IlcaUh Dcpaitroent. I am entirely against this pro- 
posal on general grounds as well as on qrccial grounds applicable to 
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Albliabad. 1 must confess Jhal 1 hasr come to the conclusion tlut 
Public Hcallli Department is ronaAablc fof tlic leisurely way in wbteh 
it docs things and is neither efScient nor economical. Nearly all the 
lubcwdls constructed in Allahabad at a seij’ linsy cost — compred to 
estimates of private firms, at exotbibnt tost—lusr proved failures. 
The Allahabad \N'atn Woils Reorganisation Scheme lus been latching 
in the Public Hcallli Department lor manj jean. A business fims 
which took so much time and cost so much would probably have little 
work to do and would liavc to occup)' themselves largely in contemplat- 
ing tlicir pst achievnncnls. llic Kata Colonclganj Drainage Schema 
in which tlic Board is greatly interested, is sbll with the Board of Public 
Halth. Tlut august body meeb once in two months and usually de- 
cides to postpone consideration of matters till n«t meeting or to call 
for further prticubn. The result of all tbif is llat little actsully gets 
done. The wheels of the various departments move on but they have 
to revolve in the air and seldom gel a grip of the ground. 

7. 1 would imagine Out a firm ol consulting engineers would be much 
more suitable for Ac three Trusb. All the oidinary wotk could be done 
by the Assistant Engineer and when necessary the firm could be con- 
suited, ^^'e need rot confine ouiseho to a fim» in this province. There 
are firms of standing and repute in Calcutta and Bombay who wall gladly 
assist su. 

8. But even if a consulting engineer is appointed by the Public 
Health Department I am very inudi against lbs department appointing 
an Assistant Engbeer or any other member of the engineer establish- 
ment. 1 agree with mucli tlat Nawob Muliammad Yusuf* has said 
m regard to this in his note of dissent. 

9. So far as Allahabad b co nccni ed the position u rematlably simple. 
W'e have no new scheme to look forward to. We are strictly limited 
to our choice of work and can only carry to completion a few schemes 
which have alrady been largely prepared in our office. Most of the 
town plannbg work b done and all flat remams can easily be seen to 
by our Assistant Engmeei. I would therefore strongly recommend fiiat 
WT should have an Assbtant En^eer only and we should cot be burden- 
ed with any contribution for a dtlef or consulting engineer. Of course. 


2. Banista and iofisentii] bndliclda n die mton district ownba Lepsta- 
tive Cooad] Eioia 1921 zad niaisla ia UP. Coveimcstt 1926-16. Jrwahar- 
kl liad biom him as a rtodect in London. 
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il an) tliinniU) ariics. Mi it unlile!) at tills itagc, wx can tontult Hie 
Public lleallli Dqunnfiil or a priralc firm and pj) tlicir fees. 


10. Out ptctcnl Aiiubnt tln^RT is to fit at 1 am aware a com- 
pdent person and it would liardlj be w«e to mnost him and gel a nw 
tran in liis place. 

n. I 3 gi« wiHi llic lecwnmcndalioii of tbc P-nquii) Committee 
about tbc Scctetai)-. I also ftitsl Hot tbc stiH allow'd b\- Ibe com- 
mittee is tufTiciciit for ibe woil of tbc 'fnist. 


12. 1 lute alreadv indicated abo« mv amwets to tl«^ two queshons 
put b)- Cosonmert.' But I must uv tint ! late not My undnslo^ 
the piitpcnc of the first question. Uttc an be no nwli)' betwOT ftie 
bjccutist Ofnm and Hie Qiicf Engmcci. Tlics belong to “iRnwl 
dqiartmenls and do different wotls- ll»c Ctucf PngmcCT can on j 
lept if be is wanted for tlve engineering uoiV of the TmsL He ibouW 
not be ailed upon to apid) hw engmeenisg talents to Ibe n-ork of 
aequisilion or oilier wotk usuall) petformed b\' the FjkuH • 
As I liaa stated 8bo>c .1 is efcar llat nboevn eUe temains or not 
the Trust, tliere is ro fuitber place for the Chief nngmetr tb . 

1!. 1 pmnm tlot Itac an be no *”'lt 
be honon^ soon. 1 do not ktsow, bwevCT. from w at d 
«ni be gi™ edta 10. A. .000 » tb« 

Eoaothc Ofa 0.11 be coo looo: ooo.rf Ito ta o,«bl » ^ 

But presuming that for some montbs more titc Cliairma P ' 
then I tbsnk that tbc nsecufUe Officer will be 
mended bj Hie Imcpiir) Committee be will base to o 8 j 
land acqunition wik for tl.e Zero B«d and Hm cann be done 
tatisfictorily by a nesv otficer unaernumtcd ssitU lool conditio 

14, I would, liownxr, rccommctid ibit “ ^pMum Com- 
salaiy of tlic Csecutnx Oillctr as teeoimuended b> the Enq 
mittce, 


15 . Mj answers to tlm Iwn qnestsoDS (licrcfofc »«•- 

(i) Tlic’ntKulivc Officer should be ictamed but 
be facd at Ks. 1,000 and tbc Onef 

ho far as MUliabad is concemwl *be ^ 

any esent for some lime to do important bn cq 

(ii) n,e .toll jlloota b, Ibe Eoto^ CbiooiWre is quiK !0ffio“* 



stLtcrn) VORM or )a'vaihw.«. HHiw 
37. On th« Introduction of AduK FrnnchUo' 


. . . J’andit [aw-aharbl Nehm flicn toot the chair and jpote In Hindiu- 
lani from llic English addrcat. lie said despite high hopes wIlli whidi 
thej began IB months tael the)' could not achieve much. Tltc)' 
liad hoped to mate the mnnlcipalitics free and help tlic national 
niosement He thought parly polilics shonM hast tioJhing to do 
with municipal uorta but the mnnlcipah'ties must help national and 
political wort. The Government svanted to ctploit the miinicipalitlss 
for its o\cn poliKcal purposes. Tlicv must stop tliaL Tlic mtnh 
eipal work u-as a hard grind and to not inspiring but the real field 
for constructive work nas getting more and more complicated owing 
to bcl of funds and troubles all round. Tlic>' liad to decide the 
relationship brtntxn experts and memben and remove the popular 
inertia. Hclations bchsccn the central and local Governments must 
be decided. Tlic nunidpalitics slionld be independent. TliC)' n otdd 
nuke mubkes but also learn from them. 

Speaking of the difficulties the president said Uiat llie Gcfttmmcnt 
depaitraenb debjxd, and indi^ual members hampered, votk. 
Tliej' only took interest in snch matters as communal interests, ap- 
pointments and disffiisuls. Thq- most remember Malatau Candhfs 
adricc to the Calcutta Corporation to supply good air, good welet. 
good milk and free education. Tlrcy must stop popular and com- 
munal passions and provide national education. He criticised the 
Government and the High Court's attitude towards Prof. Gour’s 
book*. Regarding taxes lie said the octroi and house taxes «cic bad 
as they hampaed the growth of lovrns. He proposed taxes on land 
values to prevent tlic present system of bnd specubtion which xc- 
suited in a serious loss to the boards. lastW he spoke of the old 
municipal boards in ancient India whidi were really stales and kept 
even kings in check. The municipal work was cvet)bod/s work and 
an should help but nobody eared and that wax the cause of all trou- 
bles. 

1. Repwt b Tht Under, 12 Deeeaibcr 1924, cl JwaliBlars preidenbaJ sddrea 
to the ProviiKMl Municipal CntfaaK at Akgaih. 

2. In July 1924 the UJ*. Cowi iuii e u t proscribed tbe school tat bools in Ifindi 
vTiCtea by Pandit Kara Das Com and widely oscd m oabonal scboelt, nod 
the ATbbabad Ccrcit dedared diex bools to be leditioiu. btabstma 
Gandhi pointed ont that these bools oxitamed otily te^nob from the cbsaci 
and other bools, and tbe iXf. Cosgtes duSesged the CovossiBit to iptafy 
the paoages which vse ohiectiaihle. 
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38. Note to the Member* of the Botrd* 


Most of Ihc memben of the Baiid hast been iwa« for somcKmc past 
that I base l)Cfn contemplating rcsipution from llic chairmanship of 
the Board. Witli many of them f hast discussed this question. Itssris 
JO) intention to resign soon after my rcliim from tlic Belgium Congress 
™t at the msisiciicc of some colleagues I postponed action for some 
“jjp. I fias-e nosv considered tite matter more lltan once and p\cn it 
careful and anxious tisought Ilut t could. And the result Ins 
that I hast been conflraicil in m) decision. E\o)‘ astnuc of 
thought had led me to this conclmion tliat 1 should resign. I need not 
f^oition my reasons here. Tficic arc many and sarious. But the all 
sufRcicnt one is that f cannot ght enough lime to do justice to the 
juipoitant and onerous office which my collogues entnistcd me with, 
f riends have suggested that 1 need not gnxr much or indeed, almost 
iny time, to my municipal duties and llial my continuing even in name 
flTWld be helpful. I am afraid I eaiwiol agree to this. I annet be a 
Pspcr fiincUofiat)'. I must either do my woil: elhcicnlly and well or 
fratc room for another. It is my klief that the «nou$ departments 
of the Board demand today a grot deal of supen-ision and personal 
Wmtion from the Cltairmiti if they arc to function as they should, 
personal attention I cannot gnc. 

I fear that many ot my colleagues will twt agree with me of the view 
I take about my I’cs^nition. Tlicy may IhinV that I am prKipilating a 
fruis merely to gratify a whim or because of some quixotic notions of 
JJ'ine. I Would beg of them to be, as of old, indulgent to me, and to 
Dclics-c me that I would rot act as 1 liavc done merely to satisfy a fancy 
or a wlifm — f have only done so fiecausc I tliinl: that it is the right 
tiling to do and because I believe Out ullimaldy it will be good for the 
Municipality. I base today sent my resignation. 

f beg to express my deep indebtedness to all my colleagues for the 
«ndn«s witli wiiidi thej. lave always laden me and the courtesy and 
^“Twration which no one ever denied me. 

Delhi Jawahatlal Nehru 

Jinmry 28th 1925 

1- is fjnuary 102>. A.M H. Hie Ka XII 1/13 of 192^. 

77 



SEUCIEO WORKS OF JAWAHWUt KaCtU 


39. To Chairmon, Municipal fioa/ds, U.PJ 


22.i25 


Deal Sir, 

Many oE Uie Municipalities in the United Prosinccs charge an octroi 
duty on all kinds of cloth, mtluding liand «ovcn cloth. The ^ 
that hand stover cloth is penalised and goes up in price and the most 
important colbge industiics of India— hand spinning and hand "■cav- 
ing— suffer greatly. <\s it is, it is nirt easy for the products of these 
cottage industries to compclc ssitlinut help ssith the mass production m 
the lig factories. Ordinanly cottage mdustrics arc helped and protected 
by She state, but an octroi charge actuallv puts a burden on these cottage 
industrio and their products which may make just tlic little difference 
which often sqiantcs success from failure. May \ thCTcforc beg of I"®)* 
and of )our Board to consider this question, and. if such a charge « 
still made by your Board, to abolish it? Tlie question is primanly an 
economic one and I trust mcmbcis of all shades of political qiinion wH* 
support a charge which must bencht a most dcscm’ng cottage induslrj. 
Even Government ij taking steps to encourage these industries and^ a 
resolution to this effect was pa^ recently in the U. P. Coundl, "'ith 
tlie concunsnee, I believe, of the Govt. If the Municipalities and 
District Boards of the province would also take effective steps in the 
matter, the cottage industries would be benefited greatly. 

I would have suggested that favour should specially be shown to hand 
spill! cloth as this benefits both the hand spinning and the hand wca'* 
ing industries. But it may be that il will be difficult for a layman to 
distinguish between doth made of hand spun and mill Spun yam- It 
will therefore be desirable to exempt ftom octroi all hand woven cloth. 
This can easily be distinguished from mill woven cloth. 

May I also suggest that all unitomts foe Municipal employees be 
of band spun and bard woven cloth. Duiuti Ihaiiit, dvrf any colour 
one choose, makes excellent and lasting uniforms. 

Yours truly. 

Jawaharlal Nehru 


l. A.1CC. File Na 29/IW425. pp 2324, NJ.ULL. 
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GENERAL SECRETARY 
A.I.C.C. 


For l«o and a >'“’5, trom May 192J to 
December 1925. Jawahatlal Nclitu served as one 
of the General Secretaries of the Congress. He 
took a dose interest in all as^ts of the organi- 
zation and carried on a wide correspondence. 
The letters ^vcn here have been selected so as 
to hidieate his general attitude as well as the 
sarietT of problems which demanded his 
attenbon. 



SZILTCTED V'OSSS OT JAWArUHLAL XEDIV 


programme before us or not If it hib to scluese this tJien it will 
be unsuccessful in its objectKa The United Provinces has a special 
responsibility in tlie matter because it tos our Provincial Committee 
which had first accepted this resolution; and it is primanly due to its 
support that the AH India Congress Committee has accepted it. Tliere- 
fore it is our bourden duty to shoulder the rcsponsibilit)' cl implement- 
ing tire resolution. Tliat is why 1 entreat )t>u to apply all jraur cnergj’ 
to the piogramme before jou. So far we hai’c spent much of oor 
energy m municipal and district board elections and that loo at the 
cost of the work of the Congress; and «e should not allow this to 
happen in the future. Now ingress wort should engage out atten- 
tion first and the rest of the work can come later. 

AMiat haie wc to do immediately? Tlic All India Congress Com- 
mittee has directed us to improic and strengthen the various Congress 
units, collect subscriptions and to enrol volunteers. TTiis should be our 
first dut)’ in the nert hi-o months. We should cany’ out necesssiy 
reforms in the district, town and fehsfl Congress Comniltces and «• 
rol memben. We should enrol volunteers and collect enough roooey 
for the Tilak Swaraij-a Fund so as at least to complete the share o* 
OUT provinces. The success wc achieve m these will be our acid test. 

The festival of Batr-fd is approaching soon. It is our duh’ to see 
that it passes o5 in peace and harmony. 'IN'c should not allow riob 
to bke place by passively awaiting incidents. We should face this 
from the very br^inning and stile at the vctj- root of if, Therefcre, 
all Congress workers and committees should be alert and keep the 
situation within their control. W'e shall by to remove difficulties and 
render 50 U all possible beha- 
lf all Congress Committees give us information of the situation within 
tlieii limits and specif the Und of he^ we can extend to them, I 
sliall be cvtiemcly happy. 

I need not ay tliat the only way to avoid controversies is for all 
the comrnunitics to be tolOTnt of each other and not be carried away 
by anger. 

I am oveihurdencd and I fear that I shall not be able to do jvisti« 
to my flut'ics as Secretary of flit Unilod Provinces Provincial Cong*^ 
Committee as well. Apart from tins, consfatutionallv too, it is not 
right for the same pcijcn lo be secretary- of bo* the All India Con- 
gTC« Committee and the f^ovincol Congress Committee Therefore, 
with gtat regret, 1 am resting from the post of the sccrctarv of the 
I rovinml Corgnss Committee; hut I shall not relinquish the honour 
°i, service to the Frovindal Committee and [ hope that 1 

shall be able to sene you to some extent in the difficult dajs ahead. 



CENTRAL Stcmw A4CC. 


J appeal lo the incnibm of |l»e Pcmincial and District Congress 
t^STinKttres of tlicsc piovinccs to liced Use cal! of Congress and to 
nori. tor the fiirtlicnncc of our counli)*i cause tlurin? the neit fesv 
months. - -r. 

It mil be goosl to publish a wcclly acrautit of tlic ssotV done. 

Javsalutbl Kclim 


2* Presidential Address at lh« first All India Volunteers Con* 
'•rente, Kakinada' 


Corandcs:— 

I thank jou fnt the IiQiiotir jmi liasc done me and the confidence jou 
hjst repwed in me in choosing roc as the President of this Confemic*. 
jou las-e crolail.cd otr a great scntuic. full of tlic promise of high 
mdcawuj and ruble aelricsciricnt and it uett fitting that stiu chose 
8 captain ssise in ladcrship and apablc of guiding >ou anght. But 
s^ctimcj it liflppoH tiial tlic captains arc otherssTse engaged and 
circumstances force an ordinaij’ soldier to the frmit. Anil so, in my 
cs-ents and ci«iiniit.ancc$, not imVnown to jou, liase put me, a 
mimbte wmlcr, in this Prcsidcnlbl Oiair. 1 t>o\i to your decision 
But I Come to )oii as a mere soldier and not as an officer. Perltaps 
many of jgjj jjg aware tliat years ago 1 "as a member of tlie 
Officers I'nining Corps in niy school in Cngland But I ended my 
•3rccr in the 'I'ciritorial Anny of Cngbnd as a priiate and was not 
S''cn awarded any Indgc or ollret ugn of distinction diinng my two 
years in it. j\s a pri«tc then I come to you and seek your indulgence 
tncci here toilay to consider how. we can make ouiscbes more 
fit to sctsc oui counlij' and hasten the day of her libcolion kVe rn«t 
ns Soldiers of freedom and as soldiers we mu^ he men of action rather 
than of words. 1 shall cndcaitKw to set an example in this respect by' 
being as brief and hiisincsslike as possible in this address. 

flic problem before ns is to organise a body of disciplined solunfccrs 
svho Will scr\c tbeii countiy and he ptqiarod to sacrifice llicmsehes at 
the altar of freedom. Our llnughts nahiially go to the volunteer 
organisations of other rounftics and we seek guidance from them, 


h 25 D«nnbcr 1021. ptmlcd in Tft# Vahnitar. Imn^ry ’’25, pp 5-S 
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general ADMINlSl ration 


L Clicular (o Scctcta»l«» of DUIrlct Congress Committees and 
Comm*[te Provinces Provincial Congress 


Tfiend, 

'Vou must lia\e read tlic pfoccedinp of lljc All Indb Congress Com- 
njillcc liclJ at Bomlm’ uith peat tapiness and possibly niih a little 
bit cl iincertaint). Tlic All India Congress Commillce adopted a re- 
wlution sJmilir to llic one passed by ll«c United rrovinccs Pionncial 
Congress Committee and its outeosne las been surprising, Some of «s 
base been compelled to accept the burden of AlCC effirc norV agsiwt 
our 'nislies, 

Tlic statement Hat baa been issued tn tire ncv.’ W'otLing Committee 
i* being sent fat jouf information. You ate retjuested to read it stty 
W'efully bcausc it seems that llrac is consideDble misunderstanding 
on this Subject. Ilic new VVorling Conitnillec is not in fawut of any 
wd'cal changes In poliej and it will enihasoor, in all bumibty, to put 
into effect tlic old policies and programmes. Tlie committee bas felt 
tial if our energy is friltcied an-ay in quarrelling among ounebes cstn 
on a single juuc tben it t\ooM be cattcmclr difficult for ua to imple- 
ment our policies and prc^ramrocs. Tlic committee also felt that 
cbil disobedience and all Icgisbinc peogtammes would fall info the 
baclgiound and only tbe eontros-cn) regarding Counnl entry would 
engage our attention. Tlat possibility has not materialised. The 
majority among us, s'bo had faH faitli only in the bojtolt of Councils, 
'oted in fas-oui of that resolution; and tlus, ubtlc maintaining the ear- 
lier decision of boycott of Coundb, uas erpccted to end the conlros ersy. 

I do not Inow wlietlict this icsolntion will bo able to unite us and 
enable us to applj all our cnc^'cs in tlw completion of this Icgislabsc 

1- -t Inne 1925. Aaf. H lime 1921 Oipnat in Hindi. 

2- As a compromise bet«ccii tbe ^raiafsts and (lie NiKlor^ets Uie AlCC 
derided on 26 M^y 1929 lliat no pnpagandi sbouM be earned cn among rfie 
imlcn in fuitlieranc* of llie Caya Con^ea riscjolion rebling to Council be} 
colt. This led 10 Uie resignJtiOT of some members of the WotUrg Com- 
mitlee, and a reconstituted U'etliing CooumHee funrtioncd under the chair- 
manship of Di. Anwfi 



SEtECTXD ^\'OItK OF JiWAIIAItUL NEHRU 


Specially do we think of the Irish Volunteen and the part they took 
in the struck for Irish freedom. We should profit by the experience 
of others but nc must rot forget that there is really not much in 
common between us and many of the Western volunteer organisations. 
The analogy of the Irish soluntecrs is a dangerous one, and «e an 
profit more byasoiding their methods and mistakes than by ct^jing 
them. For let us be clear that the \-eiy foundation of out mos-emenl 
for freedom is nonviolence, and any volunteer organisation that is to 
render effective smite to this movement must have nonviolence for 
its basic principle. 

We hue had volunteers for many jcaisj x'oluntccrs in the Con- 
gress, volunteers for social work and menial work. They worked for a 
while and then returned to todr work. Then ame noncooperatjon 
and more permanent groups of Congress and Khibfat x-olunteers were 
formed. TTicir numbers and power grov bH Government, anvious to 
check their growth, applied the Criminal law Amaidment Act, and 
declared them unlawful associations. The wonderful response of the 
people to this challenge of Government must be fresh in every' on^s 
memorj'. Large num'^rs foined the TOlunteers and braved Govern' 
ment action, and many thousands went to jail. Eventually for vc:^ 
weariness Govemirent stopped artesHng them. But when official op* 
position was lessened the inner weakness of our volunteer o^nisations 
bcame apparent and tlte}' dwindled aw-av, also for weariness. In 192? 
another organised attempt was made to enlbt volunteers and the 
tiinmph of Nagpur redeemed greatly the want of success in many parts 
of the country. Tliis in brief b the story of our volunteers, and even 
these few lines will have made clear to us our strength and cur weak- 
ness. 

Volunteers an be of many kinds; but I lake it that in this conference 
we man by a volunteer a person who has the qualities of a soldier. By 
tlie very nature of out strafe he must be nonviolent; but in all other 
respects he must resemble the good soldier. He must be prepared to 
face danger courageously and to saciiSce himself whenever necessary. 
He must be fit and disciplined and must obey his oEcet’s ct)mman^- 
\Ve have seen in the past how titousands of our young men bravely 
faced suffering and few of us Can doubt that thousands would spring 
up again when the all comes. We la\e also seen how utterly lack- 
ing in discipline our volunteers were and how our movement suffered 
b^use of this want of disc^Iine The fault was not theirs. We 
paid little heed to disciplme or drill and spent our time and energy 
in csliortations and appeals. We forgot that courage without discipline 
b of little nail, and a mob, however brave, is powerless before a bain- 
ed army. Our object was not to ha« a body of trained volunteers* 


CEm.U. SECREIAXV AJ.C.C. 


c merely w-anted to acatc an abnosplme of sacriEcc and to infuse 
wurage into many of our rentfcss broHicn. We succeeded wonder- 
fully in out endcasouf, but tliis succos nould liasc been acn greafei 
and mote lasting if our pcq)le Itad been disdplined. 

We Imc tlius made no propa cfTotl so far to base real volunteers, 
And tlic fiRt ({ucstion for us to dctcniiioe is wlicllicf vc requite train- 
ed and disciplined men u|io will act lie soldicn, or wliether nc want 
base but unlnincd men, to fate suffciing and go to jail. Arc uc aim- 
ing at sending people to jail to vindicate our national honour as ve 
did in Nagpur or in 1921— or arc we desirous of training out pejplc 
finl, and allciwurds whenever occasion arises to offer them for jail or 
any other service? Tiic dillctcncc between tlicsc two methods is 
material, although perhaps it may not appear so. I would strongly 
recommend that we should clioosc tlic bttcr courc and make every 
effort to lave a tiaincrl and disciplined body. Without this training 
our strength will be wusted and oru couiagc will bear little fruit. Above 
cvcrythitig, we must conerntntc on this tninmg, and having given tills 
training we shall have filter men and women for constructive work and 
civil disobedience. 

If this view commends itself to this conference and training and 
disciplitie arc to be made our first ol^ectivcs then it is desitable that 
we should oiler this training to as brge a number of people as possi- 
ble. For the training will tiiaVc them heller citizens and more eaja- 
blc servunb of the Mcthaland. I would pot as few obstructions in 
Uieir wuy as possible, Out of their number J would suggest that 
volunteers be chosen for constructive woik and civil disobedience and 
these must take the Congress vohinlcCT pledge before they undertake 


any responsible work. 

The second important question which tins conference will have to 
consider fa, what relation the volunteer organisation should bear to the 
Congress. 1 fliink tlat there fa liltk doubt Uat the volunteers cannot 
be independent of the Congress. It would be difficult for the move- 
ment to succeed without the fullest support from Congressmen, ana 
even if it happened to prosper there would alvvaya be danger of fdeton 
and conflict. Tire volunteer organisation ^ould tltcrefore be suboi- 
dmatc to the Congress, and the All India Congnss Comrnittce or 
Working Committee should lay down the policy and guide the mme- 
ment. It is also clear to me tliat it will be difficult to mamtam dis- 
cipline amongst the volonteeis if District and Town Congress m 
mittees are contimally interfering vnlli their organiatiou. w 
suggest that the Piovincfal Congress 

trol the volunteer organisation in their province but no su t 
committees should be empowered to interfere. I feel that in any event 
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tlic woik of organising voluntcm musl of necessity be brgely proWn- 
cial and it is fitting iliat tiic Prosincial Congress Committees sliould 
base a sa) in it. At the same time I am clear that efiectise All-India 
coordimition will bo nectssarj' H one strong and cfTiricnt \oIunlcer 
otganisafion is to be created in India. For tbs purpose an AJHndia 
board for solunliirers should be appointed. TIic board ssill act in ac- 
cordance with the directions given by the Woiling Committee of lire 
Congress. Tins arnngemenk wiH keep llic sohmteer organisation tmder 
the Congress and will, at the same Kmc, avoid undue intcrfocncc with 
tlieir internal management or discipline. As the board and the Pro- 
vincial Congress Committees arc both subordinate to the A.I,C.C. 
there is no reason why there should be any friction bctwxcn tlic two. 
Tlic volunteers will of counc woil in lowns and districts in coopcn- 
tion with the town and distnet Congress Committees. 

I have had my brief say. Tlic whole lesson of the past tlircc years 
teaches us that discipline is csscniial for us and without it we can 
hardly hope fo succeed. Most of our vvatncsscs can be tracol to our 
lack of discipline. I feel surc tliat if this conference results in an 
organised attempt to train and discipline our people it wall have done 
the greatest service to Uic cause <rf freedom. Our Abli brethren are 
today giving us an cumplc of an effective action on nonviolent lines. 
Tliw are brave and self-sacriBdng but their real strengtli is their dis- 
cipline. Let us profit by tliis example. 

For a year and more many of ns liavc engaged ourselves in debate 
and argument to the detriment of much otlier work. We who aspire to 
be solders should liave little to do with wordy warfare and as members 
of this confenmcc or as volonlccis sliould concentrate on the issues 
before us and leave high matten of pdicy to other limes and halls. 
Let this be a brotherhood of service which all who love India and 
desire to see her free an join. Our bdoved leader lies in pil and 
the glorious spirit he infused in us has dwindled and grown less. Our 
eyes wander from the goal and our feet biter. But the dark days have 
passed and work ^in beckons. Some of the omens may stiH appear 
unpropibous. But let us reroember tiut noble Hector, Kit^ Priam's 
son, as he sallied out on the plains of Troy to fight the mighty Achilles, 
being urged by his brother to bow to unbvouiable omens and retreat, 
replied "One omen is best— to fight for our country.” 
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3, Speech ai the Kah!nada Conoress' 


Mr. Prcsidcnl and GcnUcmcn, jCiies of “English, English”]. Please 
allow me b speal in Hindi ! ihall read lire Ksolulion fo be placed 
before jDu in English. 

Congress is of opnion lliat in order to Irain tlic people of 
India and male llicin cffccthc instinmoils for tlic cait>ing out of the 
national ssorl on the lines laid down by lire Congress, it is neccssaiy to 
ha\e 3 trained and disciplmcd Ixsdv of notken. Tills Congress, time- 
lore, vekomes the moscnicnt (oi tlic formation of an All India Volun- 
teer Organisation and calls on tlic U'oilii^ Committee to talc all 
netessarj' steps to form such a bod) of trained soluntccrs in coopera- 
tion 'sitli the organisers ol the movement and to Iccp control and 
supets-isc oser it, while giving it freedom of internal management and 
administration.'' 

It means that, in the opinion of tlic Congress, it is necessary to girt 
the people of India the requisite training that helps them to cany on 
their national work clhcientlj. It is a inattw of loy to the Congres 
that an All ImlLi V'oluntecr Orpmsation is coming into bdng for tlie 
purpose, 'lliis lesohition suggests to the Worlmg Committee fo len* 
da tlie ncrtssaiy help in organising the solonlects. It further suggests 
tliat the Working Committee shouW bring under its control all those 
tlial devote their whole lime and energy to the Volunteer Organisation. 
Cut that does not mean that we slionld interfere with their mtemal 


organisation. . .i • , 

Gentlemen, it is now more tlian three >'C3rs since we 
of nonviolent roncooperation al Calcutta, Since tlicn Maiatmsii las 
puiW il on .iso,on,1v. U i, p««l>im«l .11 .long tl'.l tVo **'”'"* 
is nonviolent, tint it inltnjs no lunn to anytody and tliat noWy 
sWl nise liit snotd against otlieis. NctcitUetes joo ™1I nndeistand 
tlial tlib is nar, !! sou really rant to attain snttcis m tte niosOTnit, 
you most all taomc soldicis, Nooviolente does not man tmidi» 
and liMing beliind tlic jiuM. Maliatinaii lias told US tbit sep^s 
iu a nousdolenl ssai slionlJ be many times bolder to solte Jgbt- 
ing in a siolenl Eglit. We base canted on tbis 6gbt for tliree ycare 


1. Rspen of He »iit,ei|l* res™ ol «» ■»!"" 
pj). 118—19. Oripnsl in 


87 



SELECTED WORKS OF JMVAILUUAL ItEHSU 


and four roontlis. You know how during this period thousands ha^e 
made great sacriGccs and thousands of men and vomen have put up 
a bold fight against the govcnunenl witliout yielding. But the result 
is not commensurate with this huge sacrifice. Have jou tliought of 
the reason for it? Our organisation was not thorough. If we had a 
perfect oiganisation the British Government would not have existed 
in India. Novva<3aj-s 1 am alvvaw W'onderiog whether or not this Bri* 
tisli Government should remain here. Should we change our creed 
or not? I do not know if this was placed before )t)u, but I would 
prefer that the present s)^tcin of Government was rooted out of this 
land. You may perform great sacrifices and undergo great difficulties; 
new leaders may come but jou cannot attain your end witliout pro- 
perly organising jounelves. 

Wt must see whether v\e arc going along tlie right path and also 
in the right direction. After choosing the right path wc must con- 
form to it. The purpose of this resolution is Uiat all Indians should 
be trained and should organise themselves cRcctively to be fit soldias 
of Swaraj. Wt are all speakers; none of us is a soldier. should 
talk less and act better. So long as we have not got sepojs, we can- 
not oppose a nation of soldiers. W’c are fighting the British now. 
If )ou are capable of governing jour country jou must be ready to 
offer jourselves at the altar of jout Molherland, You will be able to 
defeat jour opponents the momest jou outdo them io the immensity 
of your sacrifice. If jou want tlvat an alien nation should not domi- 
nate JOU, if JOU want to manage jout affairs for jourselves, jour im- 
mediate duty is to organuc the volunteen effectively. 

A question arises as to the nature of the organisation. Who will 
manage it? Will it not turn against tlic Congress ibelf? Or will others 
interfere in its organisalion’ Tliis organisation will be subordinate to 
the AH India Congress V'oiking Committee. W'c are asking the 
Working Committee to organise this organisation in consultation with 
those who arc already making allempb in this direction. Tlie Work- 
ing Committee should keep fliis organisation under ib control and 
see that its aim and object ate not distorted. There need be no inter- 
ference with minor details. Such interference would impede work. 

Do not view this lightly. Pfcasc set up the necessary organisation in 
various parts of the country. By bringing this resolution into force, 
JOU will not only learn tlie prindpks tliat should guide a volunteer 
but you wilt also put an end to futile discussions and the spirit of in- 
subordination to jour supcrioi's orders. An army that spends ib time 
in mere discussions can never enter the battlefield. There should be 
no disharmony in the oiganizatiou. All of jou should follow one 
creed. You are also responsible for sour provinces. 
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In Jhc Punjab, llic Silhs and tbc Maiu are practising Sitjagtaba. 
Rtmciiibcr tliat tlic wliole of tlic community is opposed to tlie 
Goscinment. TIicj’ arc determined to figJit and olio Sat)a|ral>a. In 
part of llic country tiic Aialis arc offering Satjagralia. ^Vhy is 
o'is community, so small in number^ able to oppose the British Go- 
'Cmmenl? Tlicy arc not cxtnoidinarily heroic. W'e can find people 
among the Hindus and the Mussalmans wl*o are wpablc of as much 
suffering. But tlicj- base not got the iKCCssaty training. The SiVlis 
arc nell organised and we are not. 

Gentlemen, I request you to accr^t this resolution and organise in 
lour rcspcclne provinces the army tlut can face difficulties, fight the 
enemy and perform national scf\-ke in a nonviolent manner. 


To MauUna Mohamad AH' 


107 Hewett Roai 
Allahabad 
1M.24 


dear Mohamad Ali, 

I have been winting to write to you for some dnjs but doubt and un- 
coilainly about certain matters prevented me from doing so. I have 
uot rccosctcd yet from the shock of becoming Working Secretary*. I 
am not in the habit of sliedding tears for past follies but I confess that 
tho more I think of it the sorrier I fed for having become the Secreta^ 
of the A.LC,C. A greater mbfit coaM hardly have been arrogeO. 
Many members of the Working Connnittee distrust me and dislike my 
presence ‘as Secretary. 1 feel that I am not in tune with the com- 
niittce. 


t- Miulina Mohamad Ali Taperj, lamia MSIb Islamia. 

2. JawaTiarhl «as reappointrf Wwkus Cencnl Secretary of the Congress I 
tJie Kalanada sesion on 2 Jaanary 1924 
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The A.I.C.C. office has rot cwne here jet in spite of my strict in- 
junctions tliat it should come fartiwilh*. I am recetmg a fair cum- 
bet of letten etc. daily and 1 baxt to deal witli them vrifhout any files 
or sbff. I hope Raja Rau* will tum up soon— I have reccis^ a cum- 
ber of applicabons for the post of Asastant Secretaiy*. Some are from 
fairly gc^ persons but of course none approaches jour standard. I 
don’t Imow what to do with their applications. I thinl: it will be best 
for tlie Woiting Committee to de^. I suppose any choice fiiat I 
m^bl \-enture to make would not be agreeable to some memben. 
Please hare a meeting of ilic Workiug Committee as soon as possible. 
It win be difficult to settle down to work without definile directions 
from the Working Committee. So far we liaire had only braire words 
in the Congress and no one seems to know ecaclly wlat to do. Let 
me know tlic date when you want the meeting and I shall issue noHcss. 
Of course the place of tneetiog will he Bombay. 

Our Provincial Congress Coromittce is licly to close up shc^ for 
want of fundi. We ha%-c coctly Rs. 20/- in the bank and the cunenl 
month's liabiiitKs to meet. These amount to ses-eral hundreds. My 
business ought to be to work hard for the P.C.C and br to get it 
out of the morass. But it is difficult for me to do so with the All 
India Secrctaryshtp dragging roe away. I am \rery worried beaose of 
our provincial dif^ilties. If we don't look out the ,\J.C.C. will soon 
be in mudi the same position as the kJnitwl Provinces P.C.C. 

I sent you a copy of a able* ittened from South Africa yestoday- 
Please let me know if any action is to be token on it. 


Yours, 
Janaharlal JCchiu 


> U hjd aliO l«ii d^«d »t Cut the .VI C.C oSce siooU t* bcaKd 

St AnAjSid. 

•*. He had t<ra ajipmo'ol UodeiSetfttnT ©t the CoojteB and im^d in that 
MpxitT from 1924 fer aboel )ai jerv 

s, Innin; Sticuii Sro^ Ni^a to rort Sooli Atna. The WetVio; Coo- 
tn-ttre denjed that Sbrcaati SEOpu Kudo and Shn B D dufcn'Ciii shoci^ 
be inpriled to ni.{ Socth .Mro to adtne the Indians sttlW there. 
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5. To H. S. Hardikar* 


Allahabad 

19/1/24 

M}- dear IhrdikiT’, 

I am almost asliamcd to write to jou. I liasc liardly done anything 
for the solunlccrs since 1 ictumed. 1 Imc not jet (Imfled the rules 
and rt^ulaiions ttliich the board aslcd me fo do. I have not been 
idle. 1 ha^e so inany odd fobs tliat I lordly lure time to think. And 
now I have succeeded in liking a lew b«-s and in all probability I 
shall be in jail before long. 

If I succeed in remaining out I propose going to Bombay on the 
28lli reaching there on tlie 29th. The Working Committee meets on 
the 30th. Please call a meeting of the Volunteer Board lor tire 51st 
at Bombay. You can Ex any place and time that suits you, Tire 
Working Committee will probably meet at the office of llic Bombay 
P.CXl. in Krishna Buildings. 

1 shall try to draft the rales etc. before going to Bombay. I should 
like you lione^cr to draft them also. We could then compare the two 
and perhaps cvohe somclhir^ decent 
My reference to jail above ts not to be taken lightly. There is con 
sidenble chance of a ease being started against some of us here soon. 

Yours sincerely, 
Jawabailal Nehru 

Please send printed copies of the draft constrhition to all P.C.Cs. 
Numerous copies should be sent 


1. lliidilat Pspers, N.R{MU „ 

2. (B, 1389); m 1923 organud ihr VobnWO Moinnttit bioxw m 

S«\a Dal. Jawalurlal pve full encmmiamart to hi efforts; w 1931 tfie Ual 
was merged in tlie Volunteer P c p ri aiai t ol the Congress. 
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6. Circular to all Secreiaties, P.C.Cs' 


11/2/1924 


Dear Sir, 

In complbnce with a resolution o{ tfic Working Committee passed at 
Bombay on Jan. 51st, I ha^e to request wnr committee to adopt stand- 
ing rules for the collection, custody and espenditnrc of Congress funds. 
The rules should be definite tsnlh as little vagueness as possible so that 
little discretion is left in the matter. I am sending ^ou some model 
rales which base been generally approved h}* the Working Committee; 
I trust j-ou wll frame )our own rales on the lines indicated in these 
model rules and will send them to me soon. 

Yours trolyi 
Jawahailal Ndira 


1, AJ.ee. nie No. pp. 1—16. NAIALL 


7. Suggested Rules for the Collection, Custody and Expenditure 
of Congress Funds 


27 Januan- 1924 

Every one Vnowt tint there is a great deal ot sc^iaon and dissatefac- 
tion in the counli}’ about the nunageraent of public funds. Much of 
this nispidotj is baseless hot also there is considerable justification for 
it Our procedure so far las been cnhrely n-anting in method and 
every oJEce-bearer of tlw Confess has had full liberty to do what he 
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lilts. W'c liast appjjcnlly prwainrf llat a person calling himself a 
Congressman or a nonroopeialor most hasc a grat measure of homsty 
and compctcnct, and ssc lint staVed almiMl ottylliing on the good- 
nas of Imnun natuic. Hits h fcaidh Irasincss or wisdom. Tlit resull 
has been sbclncss al! round in Ihc control of expenditure and a great 
dal of asoidahlc waste, rstiylhing h left to tlic unhappy Secretary 
of a Congress Comnnltcc and he has liUlc to guide him. \Mlh no 
definite rules, it is difiiciilt for him to laisc ohjcclions to another's bills. 
Telegrams arc sent at the jl^hltil proroQlion. I ihinV tlib slroutd 
not he allowed to continue any tongci. Until this is stopped and the 
puiilic assured that nt are acting on bcniocss lines wt cannot expect 
to collect much moiics‘. I propose thctefoic tliat the W’otking CW 
tnillce should issue definite rules for the guidance of Ow A I.C.C. office 
and all other Congress offites. I have dtifletl some for the considera- 
tion of members. TliC}- are ends mant to form the lasis for discus- 
sion. 


A- Collection of funds 

1- Only auliiQii'scd persons to eotket money. A wotten aulhonty 
should be gisw to acli collettor. Usls of authorised coIWw 
shotdd be puhlished for puWic mfonration No one the to pc 
allowed to collect on behalf of Hie Congress It wi» of couw 
he open to anyone who h not an awthmiscd coljctlot to collect 
on hn owo respousibiUt) amt if the public trust Inm and choose 
to gist him wOTey ther do so well loimsing that the Congress 
Committee is not liable for him. 

2. A Congress Committee gising authority to collect should gi 

it for a specific area within .b yurrsdtttion Colleclon should 
only collect in allotted area , j 

3. Each collector should liasc a regwicr with a properly 

form. Entiie m this register shonW be made as far as possi- 
ble on the spot by the Amor. 

d. Receipts should be issued by the ofiiw. „*™r< ar 

5- llic coliecticrti rcciiter should be produced at shot i 
the ofc, j, hr a. poaiMc on W *)a, to torsion 


D' Custody 

6. All monies collected must he sent A'rcct tu ths bariV. N P 
of the collections should be spmt prft* to depoJic. 
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7. I'linds should alwajs be Iqjt in banVs and not willi private in- 
dividuals. In rase of small towns or vilbgcs where llicrc arc 
no banks, tfie inafor part of tfic famJf should be deposited mth 
the district or provincial Congress Committees. 

b. Ilie person having custod}' of the funds should on no account 
spend tlicm. 

C. Espcndihirc 

9. All pavmcnts above a ccrbin anionnt, wliicli miglit be five«I at 
Rs, 25 or so, should Ic bv cheque. 

10. Ali cheques should be signed bv' not less tlian two specified 
signatories. 

11. I’ovvcrs Jo sanction cspcndilutc wirtrin fixed limits to Ik ddcsal- 
cd to office bearers providing for cmcrgcncv' ctpendihirc. 

12. No expenditure to be incurred except by authorised persons and 
within tfic rules framed for tins purpose. 

D. Rules for Telegrams, etc. 

13. Telegrams should be sent only when the post or other cheaper 
means arc not avaibblc arid when sucli telegrams are absolutely 
necessary from the Congress view point. 

H. \Mien telegrams ate sent they slwuld be as brief as possible. 

15. Bills for telegrams should be supported tv a certificate tlat the 
telegrams were absolutely ncccssan and dealt with Congress 
business. 

16 \\lienevcr a postcard mil sene the purpose no letter should be 
sent. 

E- Rules for Travclhng Allowance 

17. No travelling allowance w3l be admissible except when (i) tb® 
journey is on Congress bismess and (ii) the person charging it 
has bin authorised to nodcrtalc the joumm'. 

IS. All tiaveffing allowance tills shonld be countecs^ned by the 
Secretary. 

19. DeSaite rules should be made about the class of which the fere 
will be allowed ordmaiily and in special cases As far as possi- 
ble it should not be left to discietion. The rules should also 
provide if necessary for haltmg allovvance or other mcidental ex- 
penses. fn special cases the proident of the committee might 
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bo auUiomci;! to s.i»(.lian a icUxation nf the rules but c\cty sucli 
asc should be iqHitcd to the Cbunal or [Ivccuthe Committee. 

F. Bills 

20 All bills must be siibtnilicd to the Scactais nlio if satisGed svill 
counlcisign their. 

21, It is desirable in large offices lilc the Prosintial Cungress Com- 
mittee offices to liasc a fair!} lesponsiWc person to audit all 
bills as tlics- come and to see that thes* do not Infringe any rale. 
Tills duty may be assr^itd to the caslikt if he is good enough. 
Tlic auditor should caidulls tliccl esen bill. 

22, If the auditor and Sccitlan disagree about any painieiit the 
I’laidciit ma\ orttrale tlic auditor hit such decision shall be 
placed before the r.sccitim: Committee. 

25. ‘llic cashier or auditor slioiild luie a definite sun, sas Rs 1CN3 
svith him for small payments, as a permanent adsanee Tliis 
adsance nill Ik tcctmpcd nboi a hll is presented supperted by 
tiitf paid vouchers which shall Ik dcfKcd b\ the Secretary at the 
time of signing the <Iic<hk. 

24, Periodical audited statements of accounts should be publisher! 
by every Congress Committee m the local papers and bv hand 
bills. 

Javvahaibl N'chni 


8. ToallP.C.C.Secrefarhs’ 


5.5 192-4 


Dear Sir, 

Reports in the daily papers state that several provinces ate maVing 
collections for a Gandhi purse which mil be presented to Maliatimii 
when he visits the province, Gujarat has bhen the lead m t 'c | 
and lias called upon not oiilj Ac residents of tire province but all 


1- No MS'), Gandhi SmaraV S3ngraha)a)P 
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Gujaratis in other parts of India to contribute to it. Gujarat is to be 
congratulated on the lead but I confea I do not undentand appeals 
being made to people in other provinces to contribute to tlic Gujant 
fund simply because Ihcj* or their forefathers utre at one lime connect- 
ed with Gujant. No official or other intimation has been received by 
me about the condiHons governing these collections in the vanous 
provinces. It is desirable tltat the Working Committee be informed 
of all steps that are being hicn and I shall thank jdu if vt)u will kind- 
])■ send me full Information and specially answer the following questions:- 

(1) Is your provincial or any subordinate commiltec organising col- 
lections for a Gandhi purse? If so, have yon tenlativtly fixed a sum 
for it? 

(2) Arc the Gandlii purse collections part of the Tilak Swaraj Fund 
co^eclions or in addition to TS.F. or in place of T.S.F? 

(3) Will any part of these collections go to All India funds? 

Are you making collections in your own province only or arc you 
appealing to people in other provinces also wlio may be conneded 
with your province? 

1 shall thank you for arr early reply. 

Youn sincerely, 
Javvaharlal Nehru 
•General Secretary 


9. To the Secretary, P. C. C., Gu}arat' 


Allahabad 

5.3,1924 


Dear Sir, 

I am informed by the Treasurer, AH India Congress Committee that 
he has reedved a sum of Rs, 1,25,000 horn Messn. ^^aganla! Pianjivan 
& Co., Rangoon, and that of tiiis sum Rs. 65,242/4/- aie earmarked 

}. Na 84SS, Gandhi Smant Saa^ilia];^ 
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for “constmctiTC wik” in Cujaiat I do not quite undersbnd 
monq' collected in one province should find ib wny to another province, 
nor is the eannarking very clear. "Cbnstmctiv’e wrk” practically 
means all our present work, so that the eatmaiking merely amounts 
to this that the money may be spent in almost any Congress acthity. 
\Vfll the 5% quota of the A.I.C.C. he paid out of this? Or will the 
(artnath'ng sa\e it from this tas? If tlrb is so it would almost appear 
that the sole object of earmaAing is to depme the A.LC.C. of its 
rightful share. Insteid of adopting llicsc methods it would be better 
to put an end to the A.T.C.C’s quota. 

^ fat as I am aware the practice has been for collections to remain 
In the prorince where they have been made. I remember instances in 
the past when some people in the U-P. sent some money direct to the 
Gujarat Committee. The Gujatat Committee subsequently paid over 
this money to the UJ’.P.C.C. althou^ the donors had themselves sent 
it to Gujarat. Any other method must lead to confusion and friction. 
Except perhaps in the case of a particiibt imtatution lie a Vid)'apitha, 
there appears to be no reason why collections should be diverted to 
different provinces. I need hardly point out to )0U the ucidesirable 
eonsequaices of leaders tijing tu c^ect money for their ov-m pet or 
particular province. This not only encourages and nourishes a narrow 
provincialism hut might lead to unhealthy competitien and rivalry. It 
is bad enough in places for two appeals for funi to be made from the 
same platform, one for the Khibbt Conmitlee and the oflier for the 
Congress. It will be far worse for every leader or follower to carry 
his province wheiever he may go and try to raise money for his own 
province or town or village. It may be that the good sense of leaders 
win prevent them from quarrelling amongst themselves or from othn- 
wise misbehaving hut frictimi there is sore to be and where there is 
friction there is danger of iH feeling. AVbeic is a Ime to be drawn? 

I shall put up this nutlet before the Woikif^ Committee at its next 
mecting- 

Yours truly, 
Jawaharlal Nehru 
General Secretary 


97 



smcin) A\-0EJ3 OF JAW.UI.«L\L KEIttO 


10. To Tarak Nath Das* 


9/4/24 


My dear Mr. Das®, 

Many thanVs for jour Icltcn and also for tlie various cuttings and 
extracts 30 U tia\-c kindly sent me. 

You have c\-idently been misinformed about the Congress attitude 
ttrsards foreign propaganda. I tu« not seen or licard of, proious to 
reading jour letter, Lflb]T$ statement to nhich jou refer. TTiexc is no 
question before us just at present of sending any representatives to 
foreign countries. Many of us bclinc in seme land of foreign pro- 
paganda but for the time being out diEcultics here arc so grat that 
s^-e must face them and overcome them Wore nc can give much tun* 
or energy to fotogn netk. Now that Mr. Gandhi is again with us his 
viesv? in the matter mTl natunlty carry considerable weight «4th the 
Congress and tlie pnblic. 

Although there is no question at present of oui appointing agents 
in foreign connlries, I may point oat to you that the chief difficulty 
is not a want of men of abditj*, as of men in intimate touch with devt- 
lopmrats in India, It is extraordinary hmv people who have been away 
for long have lost touch with the movcnienl here. It will be difficult 
for any one who docs not thoroughly vndenbnd the position here to 
represent the Congress clscwl>cre. But as 1 have said above, this ques- 
tion is not being considered here because of difficulties nearer home. 

I shall put up your proposal about distributing 500 copies of your 
work— India in World Pofth'es— to Senators in the U5A,, before the 
Working Committee of the Congress. I am afraid we are having a 
period of Enancial stress and the tendenev’ is to avoid all outside and 
avoidable expenditure. I shall let jou know the decision of the com- 
mittee. 

I should have very much liked India to be represented in the Inter- 
national "W^omen's Congress* at Washuigton but I am sonv- to say 


1. AJOC. File No. 39, (Parti), 1914, pp 13—15. N-\LMI* 

2. (ISS4-193S1; a Benfjlr revobtioiiatj who to Japan c. 1906 and itBe- 
ifta migrated to the Umted Sbtt^ was actox in organising support m liat 
CRQiiy for the Indiin satioiiahd (aese. 

3. The Wotnin’s Intemabonal LeajpK for Peace and Fiecdom was boWmg iU 
hissmal conloeoct at 'Wasiiiagtoo in Sitay 1924 
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ib is hardly possible. Mrs. NaWu sioiild base been ihe best person 
for the norh but she is still m Sotitti Africa. She has done good work 
tlierc and in East Africa. 

The Volunteer Movement here is entirely under the Congress. You 
need not be afraid of its breaking loose. 

Your suggestion that elected members of the legislatures should con- 
tribute part of tlieir sabries to Congress funds is esidently based on 
the misconception that they get salaries. They are not paid except 
IrastUing and other expenses. 

May I make a small conection? You ^ell my name as “Janaralal 
Nehru". It should be written ‘‘Ja«-ahat1al Nehru”. 

I am very sorry that all jour ^orts for the cause are not suBciently 
backed from home. But ve are in difficulties and it is not easy to 
explain them all at such a distance. 

You must ha\e learnt that Lala Lajpat Rai has gone to England. 
His visit is chiefly for reasons of health. 

My Bandc Mabtam. 


Youn sincerely, 
Jawabaibl Nehn 


11. To Tllak Swaraj Fund Trustees’ 


Bombay 
25 April 1924 


Dear Sir, 

I have your letter of the 2Jrd April r^wding Certain inaccuracies in 
the statement on Congress Snances issued b)' Bre Secretaries A.IX; C. 
I regret greatly that any inaccuracies should have crept in, So far 
as tire «ew offoarrteri 7 «dicd ei}bie}y c® car svdiicj Mr. 

Soparinala* and I only had the statement printed after he had pissed 


1. A).CC rile No. 28 (Pat H) BM. EP IB— 80, NjiUIX. 

2. C. IL Sopatwab (1B72 1950); aaiutd Coi>^ aad Tilat Swrai Food a 

CDunti chapng any fres Cwdhrs infltio.ee, he did son 

{ooil voik araang tJie schedaW tci** m Cojaut 
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it and, as I thought, checked the figmts. I realise nosv tliat it would 
has’c been belter to have sent joa a draft before publication. 

It is dear that the inaccuracies inmt be corrected. I propose to issue 
3 short statement conccting these. I shall be obliged if jtra will kind- 
ly draft this sbtement for me and send it to me. My knowledge of 
financial matten is meagre and I fed wmwhat lost in figures. If jou 
send me a draft I shall if necessary add to it or alter it and then issue it. 
To facilitate reference I am sending ytxi a copy of the statement on 
Congress finances. 

Yours truly, 
Jawahatlal Nduu 


12. ToN.S.Hetdlkart 


Allaliabad 

May 22, 1924 

My dear Hardikar, 

1 have jour statement of accounb. 1 am afraid the Seva Dal is i^ot 
disbngmshing ibelf. The fe«' tqwrb that I have recdvcd are not 
encouraging. The blame is partly oun. ■\\'h3t have }ou been doing? 
Hare )ou recds'ed the training you wanted jn Mysore or Travarcore 
or somewhere in the far south? Has jtiui arm recovered? 

You must havo learned that the A.I.C.C. is meeting in Ahmedabad 
on June 27. The Seva Dal Board had better also meet about that 
time. You might issue a notice raying that there wfll be a meeting 
on the 27th or 28th at the time of the Al.C.C. meeting. The raart 
time and place wifl be antmunced later. 


Yours sincerely, 
Jawaharkl Nehru 


1. HardiSai Papoj, 
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13. To H. S. Hardlkar' 


Allahabad 

28,524 


My dear HardiVar, 

I find fiom jour printed appHcation forms for wluntfios that you ex- 
pect them to apply to jou if they tiish to join the Hindustani Seva 
Dal This hardly appears coirecL It is not possible for you or your 
office to knmv anjihing about most applicants and you cannot enrol 
them direct U is much better lor tfie application to be sent to the 
local secretary. Even the Provincial Secretary is loo far from many local^ 
centres to deal directly v,1th these applicafoia. 

Yours sineercly, 
[awahartat Kehn: 


], llvdilar Pspar, NhlML. 


14, On ConBr*s8 Departments anrl the Indian National Service' 


’ Allahabad 

10 June 1924 

Resolution 5 of the Cocanada Congress calfed upon the "Woifcmg 
Committee to prepare and submit at as early a date as possible to the 
Ml India Congress Committee for its coosrferation a scheme of orp- 
nisahon of s^arate Congress departroenb for iwre effidenfly, espem- 
liously and unmteiTuptedly canyhig o®t Ihe various items of e pr^ 
gramme of construcbve work undo itt supemsiDu and control ; and 
further tiiat ‘'the Wtoildng Committee shedd also submit a scheme 

I htaulan* Mohimad Ali P»p«r^ 1**“* Mila Ishana. 
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o{ National Service of paid notlxis v\ho rvould canj’ out the woiV 
of the rarious departmcrls and provide adequate and efficient central 
and provincial secietariab and local office establishoienb.'’ 

In complbnce nith the above resolution the Wbihing Committee 
appointed a sub-committee csosisting of the President and the General 
SOTCtaries to draw up a scheme. This sulKommittee has not so hx 
considered the matter. As the AH India Congress Committee is meet- 
ing soon it is desirable that the Working Committee shonld deal with 
the matter and put op a scheme. I do not think flicie is any chance 
of the next A.I.C.C. considering this question. There are ffii more 
vital problems befox it and all the time and energy arailable wCl be 
taken op by these prohlems. I have however included the Congress 
Departmenb and Indian Nab'onal Service in the agenda. 

I enclose some su^estions. 1 have vwitten them with considerable 
difficulty and reluctance as I feel that there is a great deal of unreality 
about discussing these things at the present juncture. H the Prtsident 
and the otha Secretaries wiQ favour me with thdr views before the 
Ad.C.C. meeting 1 will try to prepare a joml report for submissioii to 
the \\brkung Committee. If this is oot possible theo we can meet 
and discuss the question at Sabannati prior to the Working Committee 
meeting. 

Jawahailal Kdiro 
To 

1. Maulana Mohamad Ali 
2- Sji. G. B. Dcsbpande^ 

5. Dr. Saihiddin iGtcblew* 

CoxCEEss Drymuem 

I do not think it nill be desirable to haw a large number of spedaJ 
departmenb at present The Khaddac Board already cxisb and is fun- 
ctioning satisfactorily. I noald propose that a small National Edaca- 
tiem Board be formed to overhaul the whole question of national edu- 
cation. This Board should devote ftselE immedatelv to the prepara- 
tion of proper text books for primary and secondary schools. The 

2. CurgJdbimo Eslbisliai Dedipiode (1S71-1960); Ceno*! Swrriary, AJCC 
192S 24, Chunnia of the Renyiioa Ooaizjuftee for the Congress Session held 
a Belgsaa n 1924, 

9. (l!lS9'}9£r); c mi t em^jij of Jivaherb} at CxiBhnd|e foisot die fatiooel 
tnowaiHil a 1912, cane to unonsl yo ma eace damg the mertul Irr le- 
pTBe in the Fnnph in 1919, vu ara4ed the Peace (Vos a 1952. 
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Board should consider the present slate ol national schools and col- 
leges in the country and take $t^ to put them on a proper basis. 
Institutions svhich cannot be airicd on properly eitlier far lack of 
funds or any other reason should be dosed. 

I do not think any other depaibnent need be formed at present. 
Tlie Working Committee can easily lod. afta the rest of the work 
of the Congress. If necessary members of the committee can be put 
in diarge of special uoik. 

Jau’shailal Nehru 


TtiE ItmuN Natiosal Service 

1. 'Hiere swU be hvo brandies of the Indian National Sendee: The 
All India and the Provuicial IJ^.S. 

2, Tlie Working Committee, or a board appointed by it in tliis 
behalf, \vill, appoint members of the /Wl India I.N.S. 

i. The Provincial Congress Committee or a board appointed by it 
in tliis behalf, nill appoint members of the Provincial l^.S. 

4. The Working Committee, and in the case of a province the 
P.C.C. concerned, will fU the numbeis to be enrolled as mem- 
bers of the 

5. The Working Committee shall appoint a board to constder a^ 
pliatjons for the All India I.N.S. to rramine applicants and if 
approved to pass them and issue certificates to them Similat 
boards should be appointed by the P.C.Cs for the Piovmcial 

IJ4.S. , , 

6. No person shall be appointed to the sendee unless he has satisfi- 
ed the Board concemsd that he possesses the following quali- 
fications: 

(i) He possesses a complete knowledge of the Province. 

(ii) He can spin and card srdl. 

(iii) He possesses an demenlaiy knoivledge of the CCTnoraic, 
social and political condlitions of the country^ and is ako 
acquainted with the ouflines of Congress history. 

(iv) He belies'es in the objects of the Congress and the methods 
laid down for flic attaioincnt of these objects. 

(v) He has complied wifli all tesolutlom of the Congras 
which apply to him. 

Ivi) He is free from any setions dfecase or meurabJe habit that 
would interfere with the due dischar^ of his du hes, 

(vii) He has attained the age of 21 years. 
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(wii) He is prepared to devjrte whole time and attention 
to the service entrusted to him from time to time. 

(ix) His general character is good and he is fit for national 
service, 

7. Candidates should not lecdvc more than what is required for the 

mamtenance of their dependents and themselves, provided that 
in no case should a memher of the Provincial rcceise 

more than Rs. 100 per month. Provided further that no can- 
didate should be approved who is heavily in debt or who has a 
large ^family that cannot be reasonably supported on a monthly 
honorarium of Rs. lOO. 

8. Candidates should produce certificates of character signed by at 
least two respectable men. 

9. Candidates be liable to dismissal for continued neglect of 
dutj’, deliberate breach of discipline dishonesty or non-compli- 
ance with tire resolutions of the Congress in so far as they are 
applicable to them. 

10. Each candidate who has been approved by the Board shall re- 
ceive a letter of appointment and instructions lo be signed by the 
Chairman of the A.I.C.C., or the P.C.C., as the case may be, 
whidv shall include specific directkms for the strictest observance 
of nonviolence in word and deed and the details of die service 
to be performed by him. 

11. Select^ candidates may be requited lo undergo a further course 
of training, and may sbh'oncd, in the case of the All India 

any where in the counby, and in the case of the Pro- 
vincial I.NB. in any part of the province concerned. 

12. Select^ candidates must gK-e an undcrtaldag in writmg to cany 
cut the resolutions of the Congress in so far as they apply to 
them to obsen-e strict nonviolence in word and deed, to obsen-e 
the discipline of the service; and alwajs to serve their country 
to Ute utmost of their at^ity. 

13. Both men and women may become members of the IJ^.S. 

Jawaharlal Nehnt 
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1$. To Maulana Mohamad Alt' 


107, Hewett Road, 
Allahabad 
11th June 1924 


My dear Moltamad All, 

I lu\-e just rec«^■ed your lcl<^m about Desai’s’ notiec, I have not 
seen this notice and I am not sure that 1 undenUnd Ibis telegram. 
I presume that Desai lias issued a uamiog to viators to maVe thdr own 
aiiangcmenb. I am writing to Desai and asWng him to meet your 
wishes in the matter and to issue a notice acnjrdingly. It is hardly 
possible for me to issue any notice as 1 do not know what arrange- 
menls ate being made or can be made in Sabarmati. The hall whw 
tlie meeting of the A.I.C.C. is going to be held* is not a very big one 
and I uadentand that at lire roost 200 risitors can be admitted. If 
however there is a full attendance of members this rnmbcr of visitors 
will have to be reduced. 

Tlic usual practice so fat lias been to make amngemenb for mOT- 
b«5 and sometimes oven to charge them tot their amniemenls. Visi- 
tors hav-e never been encouraged and I am not aware of any atrange- 
roents having been made for Uicit sby of board at any previous mat- 
ing. A large number of membeis of the A.I.C C. arc against admittiog 
visitors to tlie A.I.C.C. matings and at every mating a proposal is 
brought forward to exclude visilon. 

For the next mating the Gujarat P.CC., has invnted the memben 
to be their guests. They will have some difficulty in making arrange, 
ments for so many people in or neat Sbamiati. It is possible that 
they may not have any liousa or other suitable places left tor the 
accoromodaKon of witon, 

Yours aSarionately, 
Jawaharlal Nehni 


1. MautiM Ntotamad Ati P»p«i, Jaiiui MHia Islwnia 

2. Maladn Deal. 

3- At Ahnetalad. 
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16. To ShankailRl Banker’ 


H [unc 1924 

My dear Shankarlal, 

TlianVs for your letter. I shall ansuct it toniorrow \<hen I hope to 
have a little more time. Meannlifle I only tvuli to assure you that the 
possibility of my rcsignalion hinted at in the note I sent you vras not 
meant to be a threat or even an intdl^t anticipation of coming 
events. 1 have no special desire to rcsi^ and I do not propose to do 
so unless 1 feel that U is absolutely necessary. Surely you can imagine 
a situation when it may be impossible for me as well as others to con- 
tinue in office. When crciytiiing is in the melting pot, as you put it, 
why should I be impervious to heat or refuse to melt? 

I am cndos'iag a supplemental} statement on Congress fitrances whid' 
I acn issuing today. I hope you appiorc of it. 

I propose to reach Almicdabad on the evening cl the 2yth. 

Yours sinetrdy, 
Jawuhatlal Ndvru 


1. AJ.ee rae No. ZSrt’art II. 1924. p. 261. NAULL 


17. To Maulana Mohamad AH' 


30th July 1924 


My dear Mohamad Ali, 

PanMar has evidently decided to leave the Akah Sahayat Bureau and 
take to editing the Hinduridn. He has not wntten to me anything 
definite about his plans but 1 take it that he cannot remain in Amntsar 

1. A.I.C.C. F3e No. 4(1) (■), 1924. p 451, N.JLMX. 

S« also Noj 59 and &t. 
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imic!i longer, I’Jcasc let me hsAC joni direcUiras as to what should be 
done nmv willi tlie Bureau. I uonM recoinmcnd that it shorfd be 
closed up and the futnituTC etc. soM. Yon ttill probably see PaniUar 
in Delhi. Kindly speak to liim about flic matter and tell liim wbat be 
should da about the Bureau. Also jou m^t discuss the question of 
u-riling a history of ronctMpenlkm. 

Tlic A.I.C,C. at Ahmedabad dhccted that Ansari’s report on the 
National Pact should be citcublcd. I find that this report is not 
j/gn^ and have therefore nritten (o fum about it Pfesse ask him to 
signify his cement to me. Olhemise 1 cannot get it printed. 

How is jouc spinning getting on? 


Yours affly, 
jan^abarlal Nehru 


U. To Tti« Treaiiuaf, A.I,C.C.‘ 


16tli August 1924, 


Dear Sr, 

I am in receipt of 5Dur letter of the 6tli August fonvaeding to me the 
bill of The iSombay Chtonick- f aw afraid >1 « «»* possible for me 
to check it from this distance. The bfll aj^rs excessive but I must 
aaeut anythaw that the auditor and )oo pass. 1 notice that Mr. 
Sopariwala has passed the bfll for Rs.m « you can succeed in 
redudne the figure, we shall be the gaineis. 1 shall uait to heat from 
you and shall then pass the hiU and scud it back to jou tor payment 
I presume you will also lequlic a requisition and debit slip. 

As regards distribufon, copies should fint be sent to all members of 
the Working Committee as they will have to consider it at the nest 
meetitie I do not Uiink >t » oec&tatj to send a copy to each mem- 
ber of “>10 A I C C. Copies should he sent in sufficient numbers to all 


1. AJCC- n« No. 2 (Patl)' NAtML. 


jC^7% 
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the P.C.Cs and tliej' miglit be asked to send it to all district com- 
mittees and to such members of Ihe AJ.C.C. in their province as they 
consider nccessat}’. It is important the sccounb be sent by you to 
all prominent newspapers ~ English and vernacular, daily, wc^ly & 
monthly. You can easily make a list oi such papers, including of 
course Anglo-Indian papers. H you desire it however 1 can send a list 
A little printed slip might be added to each copy to the fohowing 
effect: “With the compliments of the Treasurer of the All India 
Congress Committee”. You might also state in this slip tlvat copies 
of tlie previous year’s accounb can be obtained at your oSce, I think 
yon should send at least 100 copies, ff not more, to newspapers. 
have to give wide publicity to it. 

In one of my circulars to tiic A.I.C.C. monbeis I shall state that 
copies of tlie accounts can be obtairted at your office. If any member 
writes fw it he should certainly be supplied with a free copy. 

As for the prerious year’s accounts and the copies left over this yeas* 
I would rot advise a sale. Nobody wants to buy accounts and we must 
not put any restrictions in the way of their distribution. We mi^l 
say that any one who writes for them and sends 2 anass (or whalevtr 
ttie figure might be) for posbge will be sent a copy. Every newspaper 
i member of the AI.C.C. must however be supplied free. 

Yours truly, 
Jawahailal Nehru 


19. To N. S. Hardikar' 


Anahabad 
-Ith Sqjtember, 1924 


My dear Hariilar, 

Thanks for your letter of the 28l!i August 
I am in a difficulty and I do not know what to do or advise. In 
answer to iny circular about tiic Sera Dal, Mahatmaji has written to 


1. Hsrdite Pipes. NJ.LML. 
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say that in his opinion the scheme is pmmatuie and the woik should 
I* left to local cfioit, Tills means flat ftc Working Committee nill 
in all likelihood postpone further consitolion of the scheme, In 
'uew of tliis fact I should like >cm to dTcuIansc tlie membeis of the 
All India Board and invite their opnions as to what stiould be done. 
11 thq” desite a meeting ol the Board, this should be held, and it is 
not very material whether I attend It or not Ko date has so fat been 
h*ed for the next Working Coimniltcc. 

Yours smeerely, 
Jawahatlil Nebiu 


lO* To Ihe T teasurer, A.I.C.C., Bernbay' 


107 Hewett Road, 
Allahabad 
2Jrd October, 1921 


Dear Sit*, 

I am m receipt of your letter without number dated 2ht October and 
note Mr. So^rlwtla's viewa on the subject of audit of proWncal a^ 
counts. While fuHy appreciating hb arguments and joun I am afraid 
I do not agree with the condosion that visfts to the various provinces 
ate not called for. It is not very material bmv'm'er what I think in the 
matter. The Working Commrtlec at t)elhi nas clearly of opinion, 
after full discussion, that our auditor rtiould Writ the ptoviadal head- 
quarters. That question U fherrfoic settled and we hare to comply 
with the committee’s directions. 

I do not think that sending of accounts by post will seeve out 
puipcse. It wilt no doubt be of some help to you and I am therefore 


3. Mauhna Mobsmid Wi 

2. JifflMlal Bijai was lie Tteasuw of 6 k Cw^s at tfus feme. 
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lequesting all P.C.Cs to do so, bul this cannot tale the place of the 
auditor’s Aisit. Please therefore male arrangements for the tour of the 
auditor. 


Yours sincciel)’, 
Ja^\•ahaIIa^ Nehru 
General Secielaiy 

Copy fonracded to Maulana Mohamad Ali for mfonnation. , 


21. To N. S. Kardikar* 


AIbhahad 

7tb Novemhcr, 1924 


My dear Hardilar, 

I one )tni many apologies for the dday in dealing with sevrral letten 
and circulars from you. I ha\c also hero sery’ much put out and per- 
turbed lately and I have found it diScolt to do all my wort. Please 
forgi\-c me. 

I shall certainly send you a short message for the Volunteer. It v,t11 
go off in another two or three days. 

I hare not heard from you at^t the talince of money with ine. 
Hare you consulted the other mcmbcfs of the Board ? I am in fasour 
of the money being iirsested as you propose but the Board should be 
consulted. 

I am afraid it b not possible for us to meet before the Congress. Nor 
b it sety necessatr. Es’erything— including the future of the Con- 
gress — is in a state of fiue and it is difficult to make any plans for the 
future. Perhaps wc may be in a letta position at Belgaum ’ 


1. llirdlir Papas, NAIMX- 

2. The Congmi m to hold it* anneal leMion at Belgiam unda Mahatma 
Candhr* ptcridcotjhip tn Detoalw I92d 


no 
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Regarding your proposals for flic Volontecrs’ Conference, 1 would 
Suggest as follows 

1) 1 do not agree with you about my being president again. I am 
prepared to do tfie formal uorf: of president but it is far ftetter 
for jou to haro anotha president for flie conference. 1 shall 
gladly of course senx the conference m any way I can. 

2) I thinl- the Volunteers’ Canfeteoce tliUHld not be restricted to a 
small number of delegates. Why not open it to all full or Ent 
memben of the Dal? niere are not many. In matters of sot- 
mg if you litc, pronnees sole scyeraiely. 

3) The Subjects Committee mi^f be Knitted as you sugesL 

North India is in a bad vray owing to Hindu Muslim troubles and is 

not likely to send many del^alcs to the Congress. 

1 hope you are well. 

. Yours sbeerely, 

/auaharla! tfelini 


22. Message to The Volunteer* 


Parties and varying poKdes and riwl ptogrammes ace fighting for 
Biastny, But one thing stands clear. India's greatest neatness has 
been tor long and is today her lack ducijdmc. Without duciplmc 
the sWsest of policies and the best of programmes arc doomed to failure. 
And even an indifferent programme coupled with untied and disciplined 
action can lead us to success. Thus mrity and disdpVme are the two 
essentials for us today, and discipline of the body and mind is the surest 
nay to unity. The Vfilunteer Movemerit u striving to introduce dis- 
(Ap]ios In our National Mosement and desencs the encouragement and 
the active support cl all who wtsb to bofld a free and prosperous India 
on sure foundations. I ntlcomc Vr. HanlibYs new paper* as a 
champion oE this Movement and a stout tord^ fh the ffgfit for freedom. 


I The VctsinUer, ysn««i7 

i Dr N, S jliidlsr ‘tarted publarioB of the VofenWer mijaane ftom lIuMi. 
bem Jammy I?-’ il n>»l>n«ied till 19J0 wiun it lud to be duamhoud 
•oon a!l« [tie wmmci,cei«ot of *•>« D^Acdimce navnnret. 
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23. To Henri Barbusse* 


9th rebraaiy, 1925 

Dear Stt®, 

1 ha\e learnt with much pleasuic from jour letter to the press of the 
foniution by a nunil« of distinguished and Icamfd Frcndimen and 
Frenchwomen of the Comite IWIlindou. May I on behalf of the 
Indian National Congress ettend to your Committee our wannest 
welcome and assure you of out fullest cooperation? I am sending you 
under separate registered «n-cis a number of Congress publications 
which might interest you, I hope to send yon other publications as they 
are issued. I shall be glad if you will be good enough to send to this 
of5ce )onr monthy ‘'Bulletin rf Indian Information”. 1 trust you will 
write to us and let us know how- ne on be of s<rr\icc to you. 

VoDts sirseercly, 
faw^haiUI Ncfjra 
General Secrrtaiy 

Enclosure : list of Boob sent 


1. A.I CC. File No. 15/1925, f. 1. NALMX. 

2. Henri BiAns* (IS71-195Sf: Fieivch ooretut hiowa for hii oord, 
Ffrr. 


24. To Raghupatl Sahal' 


20 Western Hostel, 
Raisisa, Delhi 
232,23 


My dear Raghupati, 

You need not ha^u been so precipitate about the payment of Manlana 
Mohamad AlTs account Tia^-dling Mis are not paid by wire how- 
ever urgent thej’ may be. Ecuiy bill must pass dirough the oscal 

I. A-IC-C. Flic No 67/1925, pp. 21-^ N-MJiU,. 
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routine and be passed by tiic proper autboiitjca before any p3)’raent is 
made. Hie fact that a person is bard up docs not susjjcnd the rules. 
^\c aic all iistially bard up. Tlic accounts should be Oioroughly 
cheded and after they ate passed by Oie accountant and cither Raja 
Rau or you, should be sent to me if I am Still here — s-ouchers ned 
not be sent. I do rot at all nndcnland svby these accounts should 
osalap with others already paid. Piima fade this means that con- 
fuung and bad accounts lusx been sent H this is so I wwld probably 
tiasc returned them and ashed for better accounts. 

No special zeal need be slimni in future in paying bills. Tlie sur- 
plus energy might well be directed to collceting oubtandings. 

Kindly asV Raja Ran to send me die statement of accounts for tlie 
past year which lie and I were bbouting to male. 

Youo affly.. 

Jao'aharlal Mehiu 


2S, To Maulana Mohamad All' 


Allahabad 
hfarch 7tli, 1925 


ucar oir, 

The >Vorking Committee decided nearly tno yean ago Hot members 
attending meetings of tlie CommiUee were entitled to be paid Hieir 
actual liaidling cirpensc?. No de6nitc rules Imwn were laid down 
and the Sccretaiy Iws thus got the burden of passing travelling bffls 
Hirovin upon him without any inslrwtiow to paidc hiio. Tlw practice 
has been for 3 few memben of the comrorttee to charge traveHmg 
expenses usnalJj' 3td ebss or intermediate but sometimes second class, 
The matter was placed before the WoiUng Committee informally last 
scar and members were of the opinion that ddnite rules should be 
framed on the subject. No such mks vm Iiowever made. I tias-e 
now received accounts of tavelBng expenses from some members and 


1. Maubna Mohjmid Mi Pap^s- bb"** 
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I find it atraonlinarily dilRcult to deal »jtli llicm without some >n- 
stniclions. Tlic matter vns refened to the president and he ha* dir* 
ected me to consult the mcmbcTs of the committee. I sliall be oblig- 
ed tliacforc if )-ou will litidlf let tnc hnow j-out \icws regarding the 
payment of tnwVing allovnncc to mctribcn of the committee. 
particular I should liVc you to conridcr the following points : 

1. Should any class be specified for railway trastlling? Or should 
it be left to tlic ehwee of tlic member? 

2. Should tnsclling allowance be paid for attending meetings of 
the comnillec only or for doing otber public work coniiected 
ssilh tlic Congress; c.g. llindu-MBslim disputes cteJ 

3. Should tTa«lling allouancc be paid for attending the Congress 
Session or the committee meetings held during the Congress 
Session? 

d. Sliould the trastlllng cqxmses of a sersant accompanying the 
member be paid? 

5. Should opcnscs incuned other tlon nllw^iy fares be also pi'd 
ug. carriage hire, coolie bite, food charges etc.? Ts it desirable 
to fit a round sum for daily hcidenhl cspenscs when has^fling 
instad of demanding a dolled account of such espensst- 
I shall be obliged if you will lindJy send me an early answer. 

Yours sincerelyf 
Jawaharlal Xehru 
General Secrtbry 


26. On Maulana Mohamad Atr« Travelling Bilit* 


17.5.1925 

Manbna bfobained Alfs account conbms many items about which 
there are no directions from the Working Committee. It is difficult 
for me to pass tticse ‘itcns or not to pass them in the absence of Ttite 
and directions. The members of the \t'oikmg Committee are being 
circulated about the desirability of hanng definite rules. Meanwhile 
however this matter cannot be Vept pending Payment indeed has al- 
ready been made as an adv-anee. 

1. AtCLC. File Ko. 67/1925, p.JS.NAtAlL. 
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llic bilii arc passetl fot pajtncnt. Rs.CSl/H/G « be paid b (uR 
scttlcmenl oP Maulana Mohamril All’s traiitlliiij account lo dale, 

Jan-aPiailal Nehw 
Gcnetal Seoetj^’ 


n. To Gtuil Shankar WEsm* 


Aflahabad 

Aly dear Caun ShanVar, 

Tlianbj Pof jom letter and tor the infomation ntpplied. I sm sfraid 
>011 lu^o mHundetslood me. Tlietc h or can be no question of mu- 
tnrjt in a mailer of ilm lind. Mr business is to see that all lorrriali- 
tiea ate observed, ill tuks «c WlweiJ tegscdless oP pctsosulitia The 
reUtalion of rsilcs for individuals specially in financial matters leads 
to twdesinUe ttsulu No onc-nol even the CortinoT oP the U.?.— 
can get paid a mpeo from tlic Accountant Ceneot m'lhout every fo^ 
miliiy being fulfilled. 1 trouM hast troubled yciu, as 1 am Iroubling 
many otlieis, (P tlic sum imolvxd lud been Rs. 12 only’ instead of Rs. 
liOO. You might Ik inicmted lo Inow that among others 1 am 
troubling jNfoliainad Ah. SanUnam’, Mrs. Kaidu and George Joseph 
for detailed accounts, 'five question of accounts hat been scpatedly 
wp bePorc tlve \VoiVto 5 Committee awl, specially in vaevv of the charges 
made agiinit lltc KliiUfat funds*, slrklurcs have been enjoined on the 
Scerchiiy. Time >s an anoxing anwunt rf slacVncss and iitcspcimibi. 
lity in dealing with poWic ftmds and this lias to be checked. 

As sou base no debikd account books ol the Novayugu there it no 
point In your troubling now to dow up a babnee sherf. Please tlicre- 
lore do not bother lo do so I suppose I liavo got as much informa- 
tion as 1 can under the rifcumstanees on the subject. I propose to 
dose the file now. 

Your sinecccly, 
Javvaharbl Nehru 


1. A ICC, File Nil I, Wt, pp 75-17. NM.MU 

2, rt. K SmVjnjfli. tiwmln *t b»hs« Iwindes dwrcsci of [aUh»i In- 
rarince Compwy; Swrctaiy ol Ae Cwipns Punjab Ineiuiy 1919—20, A 1949 

5. Abowt liVlrt bid b«n wlketed lot Ihe Khibfal mov’emwf. and ih«e 
nrir snioui cliaisn of ooibRikiamt 
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nXECTCS r,mis op ]A^VAItAItl.U. .M3»U 
18. ToHenilBfi»b\i««' 


lM-1925 

Dear Sir, 

1 tliant )ou for ) 0 ur kite: of the 25lli March 1925 and for the first 
number of jour Bulletin jou Ime landk sent. It B gralifjing to 
learn of jour committee's actWlics in the cause of Indian freedom for 
wliicli we arc struggling. W'c realnc tlut the burden of the struggle 
must be borne by India and Indiam and nt cannot share it uith others. 
Cut also ralbc that the sjTnpatliy and gooduil) of the rest of the 
ssorld is ver)' ncccssarj* and nluabk for us. Speeially do uc saluc the 
eRorts uhich dislingaished sons and dai^liters of Trance arc nuting 
to understand our problems and to atend tlrcir sjmpathy and support 
to us. 

1 shall gladlj* send j-ou our publications as they arc issued. If jou 
tliinV that ertra copies arc required of any particubr booV for any 
library or institution, I sliall endeasiaut to send more copie. 

I shall sugot to rcprcscntolisc Indians s'ho may be paning through 
France to put IhemscUe in touch svith j-onr committee. 

With regards and greetings, 

I am, 

Youis sinccrclyr 
Januhailal Nehru 
General Secretary 


1. Alee, rne Ko. 33/19K, pp 0— IQ, MMWL. 
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29. To Municipal School Toachera In Allahabad' 


2H1925 

During my cliaimianship of the Municipal Beard I studiously rcfiain- 
«1 Efoin ashing you to join the Congias or taltcpart in any oOin public 
aefisit}. I would lia\-c ssclcomctl your becoming mcmbcis of tlic Con- 
gress hut I did not think it proper to say anytiiing which, haring r^rd 
to my ollidal position, might btt-c been constnicd almost as an oida. 
Now that I am no longer the tluitman or cstn a member of llic 
Board, I feel I can speak without restramt ot hesitation. 

I should hie to congrambtc jou on the woik pu have done to 
establish spinning on a linn basis in tlte Municipal schools. Allahabad 
has gisen a splendid lead in this respect to other Municipalities and 
thb is largely due (o tiie aclhv help and n-fliing cooperation of the 
teachcR. 1 trust you will continue this work \nt}i |ii« same faith and 
ardour and will demonstrate es-en to Ihs doubtful tliat ginning in 
schools is in evtty way a desirable iimcn-atioo. 

I would welcome your foining tk Congrtss as spinning members. 
You must be aware that under Uic new Congress Constitution mem- 
bers lias'C to gi^-e 200 yards of hand spun yam per montli. Ibis may 
be self spun ot not, hut 1 would certainly prefer that persons joining 
should S]Hn tlicinschcs and send this yum. I would indeed like you 
not only to become spinning members yourself but to indnw others 
to do so. You may if you like o^nbe small spinning clubs for resi- 
dents of pirHcular localities. 

I hope also tliat you will only use hand-spun khaddai for younelf 
and for your families. 

I need hardly add that tliese arc mete sr^eslions foe your approml 
and adoption. If you do not agree wifl> thm then you should not of 
course adopt them. Tlic Congress can onlyr be sticngtliencd hy will- 
ing members, and any pressure to enrol unwilling members defeats 
own object. 

’j iidh g’cii ‘it; yw. htifhm ^farmaHan. w. dw uihi/Kh 
tlat you may dnirc. 

Jawahatla! Nehru 


J. AJCC, rne No 29/l9If— n- 17— », NWAIL 
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3D. A Note for the Working Committee on the Ajmer Khaddar 
Dispute' 


2S>5-192? 

An unfortunate difference of opnion has arisen between llie All India 
Kbaddar Board and the Ajmei Khadt Board. A ^solution of the AH 
India Khaddar Board relating to some irronics gjrtn to the Prosindal 
Board nas not obej-cd by the latter as a whole although some indirT- 
dual members ol the Pftnntirial Board acted up to it. This has creat- 
ed an csbaorfinaiy and undesirable situation in Rajpotana. As the 
points in dispute imolvc impoitant questions of disdpline and prin- 
ciple the matter has been referred to the AV'otUng Conunittee for fteir 
directions. 

The facts and the «cw points of both the parties are gis-en in the 
correspondeoce and the other papers placed before the committee. I 
attended a rneeting o! the Ah Indb Khadi Board held pibcipally to 
reconsider the Afmcr situation. At this meeting the irpresentath-es of 
the Ajmer P.C.C. and Ajcner Khadi Board were present and foil and 
lengthy discussions took place. I mformed the Ajmer represenfatis'cs 
that &e Woilir^ Committee would consider the matter at Calcutta 
and imited them, if they thought necessaiv, to send any further le- 
presentatbn or any one of ttidr members to the Woiiing Committee 
meeting. 

The facb are btieSy as follows: 

The Worldng Conmittee made a goat of Rs.25iXX) to the Ajmer 
P.C.C. in Nosember 1921 for bhodi tiotk. Part of this money was 
actually paid to Ajmei, the rest was es'cntaally handed os'cr to the 
Khadi Department of the AJ.C.C. to be hdd ia trust for the Ajmer 
P.C.C. and to be to Ajmer on tiic Member-in-dia^ bemg satis- 
fied that fchadt work was b^g {Hopedy done. The A.IJC3. when 
formed toool; cha^e cf the balnice of these funds from the old Khadi 
Department The AJdiB-’s first task was to or|ptuse in conjunction 
wito the Ajmer P.C.C. a jmovindal Khadi Board in Mardi 1921; 
moneys amounting to Rs. 11,161/?/? were given to thb Prorindal Board, 


1. AJCa File 66/1915, fp. >— 17, NALMl- 
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llic I'lniJcnt and tlic Scrrtlaij of the IWuiJ Inndms tlicniulvo clwTj 
in wniiiij to idutn Ik n>onc) la Ik A.!,K£. williin llitce tnonlla 
()l nolirt, jlioulil ili« A f.KB. mmidcr tkl tlip moncif waj no! being 
pmpcti} uliliitd. 

l!tc 1‘icnincul lioaiil notlaJ himmiuitnt} lor a hliilc, bul lcn\atdi 
liif end of IQ;| itjac ftai fritlioa anwnipt llic mmbm and twa 
ptwpi weie \Vof\. tulutaD) luncml. Tot lomc )cin pa^t 

t!>c fondilimi of llic 0»nt:'m Otginiultoti in Ibjpiilaru luj not been 
»«) tftidjtliwj. Ilioc bai letn paiodirtl (ijclimi and a Urge rutn- 
kr oi jKv^ilc 1 j<c wlcnlJlwid) Iq’l B«aj (rnn ik Congrav 11ii» 
too lud a lud tfleet on llic »oil. 

Ijth in I'JIS llic rroxlent and Steirtatj of llic AIKJl. ncnl to 
llajputina, al Ik nnitalion ol Ik local COT[;m5 and lkd< woilco, 
lo rtwganiw IkJi noil, ’Ibc) nm not at all latnficd nitb canting 
CDTidilnw and nctr of ojnnmn that moncx mi not Icing pttipcily 
uldncd. Ibn itudc, «itii Il'C Inowled:^ of local Muilcn, arrangement! 
nilli a pTivalc fttm to have a big KkdJjr Wwmfjr. 

klwpiently tiff A1.KII eonmlcml Ik ponlran m Ibiputana, 
ktlen 'utte pUceil Wort Ik Ikuid from tk TroKlmt and lbs Scct^ 
111) ot the I’rcnimul Kladi tWunl Ibdi penon ccnnplaifieJ against 
the otbcT and dcru a dnnial pictmc of ik nuchnutioni of otlien. 
'Ik A.I k B. ificrnjfwn <(a>dCTl on April 22ml, 1725 ibal ai tk Ajmer 
Kludi Board kd n<) longer ik colKiion or itabiblv tttjuircd (or tbs 
efftricnl dncliarge ol Ifudi "Otl in Ihc pfosinfr, and notl liad actualljr 
been liampeml li) ilinnrnws armmgit Itmlmg wwlm, llie money 
gnen lo ik Ajinct Boanl k reealleJ 'Ilicy dal not bonofr claim 
tlic lull jum tiifii but vmt a rtpicvnlatnc: to talc clarge ol itocb 
and fpotiio tbcii held b\ Ik Ajmci Board llic idea mi Ibat tk 
AIX.B. ibmiW difcetly iiipeniv; Ikdi noth in ibc ptovinnr. 

Ibc ilotll of llic Aiiner Board ncie parti) in Ikawar and partly in 
Ajma. llic icpicseiilaliic ol tk AI-KB. went lo Bcanar finl witli 
letten from Ibc I’loidnit and SetitlJiy ol tbe Apner Board He «w 
tlic rinidenl at Bcanar on Ibc 26tb Apnl and llic hltti ixillingly 
banded met ebarge ol Ibc Bcawat ilotb A mnling of llic Aimer 
Kliadi Bcord lud alrrad) Ifcen cowoied for that day at Ajmer lo con- 
sider otlicT mallets 'lids mccling «l«n it beard of tbe A.I.K.D. rcsolu- 
lion and llul a iqircsenhiinc bad aclnally airiml al IkaMt to taVe 
tbarge, liutticdl) ad|Oiitnnl and a nwmber of members tool train to 
Bcanat nbcrc tliq met at about midniebl and ccnlinued Ikit deli- 
kalions till about 1.10 am. of the 27lh April, Tlicrc ms eiidcntly 
an CTtliancc ot hot nurds bclncen U.c President of llie Provincial 
Board and some of Ibc tTwroben nk bad tome from Ajmer, Tlic 
Proidcnl's action in knding over drarge to the A.r.K.n. ms mucli 
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resented. Tlie President refused to talc part in Uic mldniglit meeting 
allegmg on s-arious grounds tlut the meeting was illegal. The other 
members hovincr continued. On Ibc 27tli thej' pass^ a number of 
resolutions protesting strongly against the ‘resolution of the A.I.O. 
and expressing their disgust at the action of their President in handing 
o\er charge. To mark their displeasure at this and oilier misdeeds of 
the President they there and tlicn dismissed him from his office. They 
also went and put on anotlicr lock on the stocks sihich liad piev-iously 
been lianded over to tlie A.IX.B, This was followed hy public nofa'ces 
by members of the prosmcul board against cacli ether. 

The Ftcsidcnl of Uic Ajmer Board has retorted bj- gertting tlie written 
appronl of a number of members of hfe board— according to him a 
majorit)'— of his action in handing over cliatgc. The EicaitK'c Com- 
mittee of the Ajmer P.CC. on the otha land lias upheld those who 
condemned the ProidenL 
A large number of questions arise : 

1. Can the A.I.K.B. in any event take back the money' given to 
Ajmer for Hindi rrorfc? The Ajmet people cnatend that the money 
was a giant and cannot be taken ha^ 

2. In case the A.IJCB. is entitled to take the money back must it 
not give three months' notice under the tenns of the beard? The 
Ajmtt people contend that this notice must be gnm. The A.IXB. 
say that notice would certainly be necessary if the fall sum was de- 
manded back but as they merely propose to lake charge of the ei- 
isring stocks, whatever they mi^t be even alter the lossc that have 
been incurred, notice is hardly necessary. 

3. Apart from the validity of the action of the AJ.K3. the ques- 
tion arises as to how far it was pre^jer for the A|mer Board to act in the 
manner they* did. Aotording to the A.LK3. indiscipliae of this kind 
and Bat discAiedience of orders is likdj to make work very difficult 
and the proper course for any party or board aggrieved is to obey and 
then appeal or refer the matter to the Woiktog Committee. 

4. The present Conslitofion and personnel of the Ajmer Khadi 
Board is also tiallenged. The Board as originally formed consisted 
of seven members plus the President and Secretary’ of ftc P.C.C. 
that is 9 in alL In the rcsolutioQ of the P.CXC. forming the Board 
it appears that there w-as a danse giving fall power to the Secretary 
P.C.C. to add any number rf members to the Khadi Board. The 
official copy of the resolution sent lo the A.IJCB. did not contain 
this d anse, Subsequently howeta a printed notice was sent to the 
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A.I.K.B. and llus noHoc contaiaed, mliT alia, llic resolution includ- 
ing the clause, 'flic power to nomuiate members nas also eiercised 
by the Sccretarj’, P.C.C. last year and no objection s^as nised by tlie 
A.t.iC.B. to ha nominations, 'five A.LKfi. Itat their attention 
was not drawn to tliis clause nr power till scry recently when four 
fresh nominations were made by the Socictary P.C.C. They say that 
they would certainly li3« objected to such an ertraordinaiy power 
being gi\cn to the Secretary and they uoald probably not lute giten 
any money' bll the cbnsc was altered. 

Tlie present position is that a nujori^' of the provincial board as 
formed last year is dccidcdlv in favour of the President of the board 
and approves of handing mer charge to the AJJvE. Tlic four new 
nominations however of tire Sccrebiy have inverted this majority 
into a minority. But whatever way the majon'ty may lie, the Board 
is hopelessly divided into groups hostfle to each rtber. 

5. Tlic dismissal of the President of tire Ptovincial Board does not 
affect matters miKli but it does raise a ^estkm of procedure. The 
manner in which it was done summary and unusual. 


6. The important questions of principle that are rawed arc: 

(i) Interpretation of Coeatiada tcsolution forming A,1.K.B. MTiat 
are powers of A.1iC.B.? 

(ii) Can Ilia A.I.K,B. work independently in any part of a province 
Without interfering with tl>c work of the P.C.C.? 

(iii) Can the AJJv.B. enter into any direct arrangements with firms 
or indwdiuls fat the sale of tfwdi, e.?, opening of a Shandar? 
Tlie A.1.KB. have entered into many such arrangements in the 
past without any objection being raised. 

7. AnoUier matter tliat requires •» be cleared up is whether non- 

Congies members can join khadi boards as members. 


A fact that lias to be borne in mind is that the Ajmer P.C.C. is not 
now a very effective body. Its membcislnp at present consuls of 17 
persons, indeed tliis is tlie full figure for Congress membership in the 
Rajpulana province. The AjirKr P.aC. representatives said that the 
yam franchise was a great obsfedc and they were unable to do any 
better under iL , , , i . 

At the discussions which took pbee at Mount Abu iccentfy teth the 
AIKS, and the representatives of Ae Ajmer P.C.C. and Kbadi Board 
made certain proposals regarding future wort These were in many cas« 
in direct confiirt with each other. Copies of Aem ate attached. 
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The A.I.K.B. liad no pirticular objection to tbe monc)' or stocks 
being returned to llicm in three mootlis’ time. Thc)’ were anxious 
hD\\e\-cr that future loss should not be incurred and suggested that in 
thc CTcnt of any further dchy occuring thac sliould be no dealings 
whicli might result in loss. 

About future work thc A1.K.B. suggested that the Ajrocr Khadi 
Board should any on its nork to lire b«t of its abili^' uitli the advice 
and assbtance, where needed, of the A.I.K.B.; and at the same time 
thc A.I.KJ. should work independently in some suitable part of Raj- 
putana, both in organiatig a centre of prcjduction and depots for sale. 
Rajpulana offers a \tiy promising fidd for Uiadi work and little ad- 
'■antage has been taken of this so far. 'Hie Ajmer P.C.C. representa- 
tives were not agreable to Ibis suggestion or any suggestion involving 
independent work being done in Rajpotana. 

Jarvuharb] Nehru 


31, To Madan Mohan Malaviya' 


107 Hevvett Road 
Allahabad 
June 5th, 1925 


Dear Sir, 

I have to trouble jou agab on a subject about which 1 have written 
to you very often and at considenblc length. The Punjab Relief Funds 
stand where they were in spite of the repeated resolutions of the Work- 
ing Committee. You vvill remember that the funds wctc collected 
under the auspices of the Punjab Sub<x>ffimittee of the A.I.C.C, a body 
directly subordinate and responsible to the All India Congress Com- 
mittee. This SuBcommrttce looked after the funds and spent part of 
them. The babneejs] of all these funds arc dearly the prop^ of 
the A.l.C.C. The W'oikmg CominUtee has decided that all these 
babnees should be paid to the A.I.C.C. and should be kept bv the 


1. \I.CC. nie Ji). FZ7/m5. pp 8)-*), N-\L\IU 
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A,[.C.C. wnTuikcd lot helping dcjcniog powtis who lure juffcirti 
/lora gOT'Crmncnt oppression anJ ttnnny and lint ihc claimt ol the 
I’unjilj will have a ptjoiijy jn ihjj milter. In Uw opinion o( the W'otL- 
»i '5 Committee Htis siovJJ )n«t meat nailf Ihf ohjccj of ibc fo/iik 
Miy I hiow nlini 1 nn opett jou lo luiBfcr lo the A.1,C.C. Itic 
Inlanccs cf these funds which jtm bc^ citlicr toiiiliy with othcit or 
sepanfelj? The inaMet cannot p> on undjspojcd of indefinitely. I 
ttonU tniiind sou in ihji ecm&rttioi) that thr meaty in Iho impaa) 
Bank of Indu, AlUluhad Branch, ii stdl in tunent account, and is 
dtawing no mtetflt. 

f learn fronv tlie rtin|ab that lime arc still many dwming cases of 
persons who liasc sufierrd dnnng the irurtul bss rrgifflc and who 
requite help. I jni informed that apptiotioM for help were sent to 
tlic SfSi'd Saniiti of AlUlialad bit no help ms forthcoming. It ssouH 
he eminetttlj- desirable to filar one cmlrsl fund, as tugsesfed ff the 
U'otkinj C^mittcr, for the tri«f of mflerm fieio 11)5 cppsission of 
Cosernment and 1 would strongly urge tint the Sevs Scauii do trant' 
fee all the Pun^b iclk-f fundi m iU possosion tr> the A-I-CC which 
will uodettslc to eitmitk tlrcm ift the mannct suggested alwc. But 
quite tqart fttm this quotto:), it i» srry iiccosaiy that help should 
not Ur denied to anj dnersing Martul Law siifrem. nic A.I.CC, 
ill! reeened ptaetieally no part of the Pun|ab funds so fat. 'Itie funds 
ate with (1) you (2) Sewu S«nifi of Albbbad (5) Pandit Sinllianam 
-proceeds of Ihc sale of jjurtul Isw irports and fd) Mr. Jclisngir B. 
Petit. I eainatly tnm tlut you will Imdly nuU arrangements for 
help to he ghen to all desming cores I am haring a list ptepatei] of 
such eases and can send It lo jwi if jtni want it. 

I sliall he obl^ if jou will li^ly ask jour Sewu Semiti officials 
M send me full infamution about Ihc Maria! Law funds in theit pos- 
session, How smicli did the;’ bring osCT from the Punjih? Ilm' hast 
they utilised it? !$ it armaflcd for any pirlicnlaf object or lus it 
been put in the gcncnl funds? Wlot & left now? Is any relief gisen 
to Martial Law suffciet* no«? 

An pil> reply will oblige greatly. 

Youn tnily, 
/awaharlil Ndira 
General Sccnlaiy 


Copy foiw-ardcd to f’aridit Motilaf Nehni. 
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34. To Chand Karan Sarda^ 


1 ^ 9-25 

Dar Mr. Chand Karan Satda,’ 

I hare jTjcr kttcr oE the 9th together srith its eiclorares. I am afraid 
I cannot place \crar comtnu&iatkm before the A.I.CLC, in its present 
fonn. Under the rales a member can tnovr a formal tesolotioa after 
gira 5 doe notice. I haw no pou-ei to read long communicatioRS of 
the ^d son base sent me to die committee. If jmi desire to dicnlate 
jmir note I nxnild snggot that you haw it printed and posted to 
A.I.C.C. members direct 

You nwut base seen the role on the “Alrrar atrodBes”* in Vcun| 
India of Jdy l?td 1925. Tlas vk-ifl haw edormed yoo that the natter 
rras cooside^ fcn the WoiVii^ Committee. IE yon scant the Con- 
gress at Cawnpore to talc any steps in resari to it the proper comse 
would be to l^g the snblect to the nolict oE the Al.CC. tnemben 
by ciicnlatkm. A hurried reference to the .A1.C.C. meeting at Tahia, 
nlicn memben mil bo foil oE other matins, will do little good. 

1 am afnid I cannot answer icnr 12 tjoestms within the limits of a 
letter. 1 would haw to write an article to deal wife them cwn btiefiy. 
But gcnciallr 1 may irfonn yon that in my opinbn the Congress has 
consritnticmally citty ri^l to eiprcss an opinion or tale action 
regard to Indon States but the desiiabHih of doing this most be 
judged in each indhidual case. A pous ctpressioa of opinion rrilh- 
otI Uw badini; of some effective action doe not cany one rery far. 
.M present the Congress is in diEmltics in many ways and it can hardly 
talc any cacclhr action in tlic matter. I an quite tmderstand and 
appreciate, howevtr, the nuscir and cnhappincss of the people who 
haw to put up with trranny jnd oppression. 

Youn sinccrtlr, 
JawaharbI Xehra 

!. MCC. FTe No. &5rt525. jp. >1— 5XNil_MI- 

2. Pnukst. fit A va e a tea. Apun; tool acts''* part ta Aryi 

Szsui aad Ilaid^ Malsi^ba a cbW j es tocada of Seva Sersijt a Rj)a$tis«; 
BtTpended pcKtct dena» lie nowcuspir ati ou noreasst and vo sa-jxtwsed. 
voeled viti Saa-oj ShraidbasisBl for ShatiDa ootttjffil. 

J Tie Ttaha of NrtaoAaoa la A}»» Stats lefmrf ci l'32> t> pa; tettste 
•atrisc’ to tSe entmetd tan Tie aar* »k taW so ed opeed 
ISn? ab«rt J50 perwn. 


126 



CtSTRAt SECKET-WY AJ.aC. 


3S. To the SocretBry, P.G.C.i A]m«r' 


Tihl: Nagar, 
CawTipotc 
17-12-1925 


Dear Sir, 

I lia\t not liard from joii in icpljr to Iclcgiam of the Hth Deem 
l«r and my letter No. C 79-5W of tiic same date, 1 aniicd here 
today ard Hie Scactary of tbe Itmption Gimmiltec drw my atten- 
tion to a list of delegates imqioilin; to be tlic Ajmer list of delegate 
for the Congress which had come to his cfhcc accompanied a 
cosering letter dated Cawnpotc ISih Deccmlier 1925 signed by Mr. 
/aaki P. fJcgerlioffa* as Joint Scttcian of the Aimer P.C.C. It h not 
clear why Uib coscTing Utter » dated Caw-npore. No address is ghen 
and I am thus unable to cnmmunialc witb Mr. Janli P. B^erhotta 
in regard to it. 

Most of llift wam« in this hit of delegate ate those of tesidents of 
the United Provinces. Out of Ac d07 names supplied there appear to 
be IMi names of U. P. residents. Besides these there are a number 
of residents of oilier prow’nccs e.g. Pimjab, Pcliar, C. P., Andhra, 
KamataV, Bengal and Bombay. Yon will agree with me, I trust, that 
these features in the list are somenlnt unnsual and warrant cnqiuiS' 

Tlic Reception Committee inform me that ilicy liasc been receiving 
information from almost every distrki in the prcmrcc to tlic effect 
that those desiring to attend the Congress can do so by sending •/•!/- 
to some person in Cawn|)Ote wlio had constituted himself the agent 
of Uic Ajmer P.CC. for the purpose of enrolling mcmlwrs. Attempts 
at enrolling members of the Reception Committee failed in many in- 
stances as the person approaclred was told by others that he need onlv 
send -/•I/- to become an Ajmci dclcptc. In viav of these facts and 
the unsatisfactory nature of the lisl of delegates submitted by your 
office the Reception Committee iai«c$t that an enquiry be made forth- 
witli so that it mav lx: known soon whether the list sent is valid or 
not. ' 


1. AICC Untiombcied Til* 

2. Stcietwy, IU|asthin States’ Ttoptn 
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The P.C.C, consists of the 15 Ajmer D.C.C. members who can coopt 
others. There is a rule that if a D.C.C. does not exist the remaining 
members of P.C.C. can coopt members to fill the vacancies. Total 
number of P.C.C. is 51. At present the P.C.C. consists of 31. The 
Ajmer D.C.C. mcmbeis hav'e coopted 16. Thus they can coopt 20 
more to complete P.C.C. 

If in the course of the year a dead committee vakes up and wants 
representation on the P.CC. they null be told that they should wait 
till the annual elections. 


Jawaharlal Nchni 


37. Efficiency’ 


Achatja Gidnani in his speech at the Volunteer Conference at Cawn* 
pore laid stress on our utitiaing the volunteer movement for mciEasing 
national efficiency. It is weB that this aspect of the question should be 
emphasised. In the past little importance has been attached to it and 
O'cn now most of us are apt to ovetJoe^ it. Volunteering has meant 
for us, and rightly so, the culthab'on of a spirit of service. Seva is a 
part of the name of our orgaiusation and Seva should always be the 
motto of a volunteer. This fact has been well recognised and it is 
pleasing to see large numbers of our young men full of the spirit of 
service offering themselves for national wort 'The recent example of 
CawnpoiB is before us. We saw there hundreds t}f young men doing 
all manner of tasks, pleasant or unpleasant, congenial and uncongenial 
"ithout protest or murmur. Delcgales who had come from far dis- 
tances were full of appreciation for their work. 

But indiscriminate Seva is not enough. It must be organised and 
effinent. And a chief purpose of an organisation like the Hindustani 
Seva Dal is to make us more efficient and thereby to increase national 
efHcicsiq’. 


1. Tht \'of«nlvr, Iiotunr 1726. f S 
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Let us llicTcforc now Icecp this ideal of cflicicrcj’ before us. The last 
two jears (luring which the Seva Dal has existed arc full of lessons for 
us. To an outsider the progress nude is vci>' small It is absurd to 
compare us with any military oi^nisatioB or with otn a well trained 
soluntecr o^anisatioti. We ate after all a set of amateurs trjing to do 
the work that slwuld uswUy be done by experts. UnUncI critics male 
comparison between u$ and Uic Unireisily Training Coqrs and the com- 
parison from the point of new of drill and smartness is much to our dis- 
ads-anlagc. And sxt I make bold to say that we have made substantbl 
progress in the last years. We liaw bad to fight the apathy and 
utter indiflercnce of our people and gtadoally we arc making good. 

Cawrporc lus scseral lessons to teach us. As I Ime mentianed above 
the \-oIuntMis’ desire for senicc was tciy obnous, but they were not 
efScient as units or as an organisation. In Bclgaum the volunteers had 
a longer period of intensive training and on the whole they were smarter 
and more efficient than the Cawnporc volunteers. Tire reason for this 
diS'crencc is not far to seek. Tlie men at Cawnporc had received less in- 
dividual attention and had very little (^portunity of group training. Some 
of the officers too, I believe^ came at the last moment. 

The Seva Dal, if it cares for its good name and its future progress, 
must concentrate on efficiency cen at the 5.i:nficc of rumboi, It 
must see to it that its offiem and men by their bearing, dbriplinc and 
effieiena' stand out wheraer they be placed. Thu an best be 
done by having camps in as many places as possible. I hope that du- 
ring this yar most of the provinces will lavu at least one such amp 
and by the time tlie nest Congress takes plaa there will be halthy 
rivulc)' in efficiency and smartnas between contingents from different 
provinces, and a real nucleus of a volunteer organisation will have been 
formed. 
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As tlic time is \crj' limited 1 am sending Mr. Ragliupati Saliai, the 
Undci-Secrctar}’ of the A.1.C.C, lo Ajmci by today's train to make 
pcnonal enquiry into the matter. I base already informed you of this 
by telegram. You will kindly afionl lum every facilit)' to cany on his 
investigation and place at his disposal all books and papers. In parti- 
cular kindly show him youx mcmbenbip registerr. Please also direct 
the Secretary of tlie Ajmer Dhbkt Congress Committee to show l»m 
all books and papers, applications for inttnbcrtliip, memberlitp regis- 
ters etc. Kiivdh’ also place before Mr. Ragliupati Saliai all the infor- 
mation required by me in my letter No. G-70'5559 dated 14/12. 

I should like vou kindly to fumtsh me wilb answers lo the following 
questions : 

1. Is there any truth in the allegations made by the Reception 
Committee tliat a reprcscntitiir of jcurj Jus been trying to 
enrol members In the U.P.? 

2. Why is jour list dated Cawnpotc Deamber 15th 1925? Was 
it finally prepared in Cawnporc? 

3. Have jou opened an ofRcc in Cawnporc? 

4. Are all the tnembeR, given in the list of delegates supplied, mem- 
bers of the Congress tn jour province? Jf so b which primary 
committee do they belong? 

5. kkTvat do the various letters of the alphabet given under the 
column ‘'district" signif}', eg. M.B.C.C., M.C.C.C., etc? 

6 Some of the delegates in the list arc described as members of 
the Delhi Congress or Cawnporc Congress. Arc they also sup- 
posed to be members of some committee in Rajputana? 

7. Wiat were your Congress membership figures for live province 
and for each of die district committees at the end of Octo- 
ber 1925 and also what arc thej- now? 

8. Is it a fact that most of the penons whose names are given in 
the list are new members? Have you receivtd application forms 
from alf of them ? 

9. Please name all jonr constihienries for electing del^ates. Did 
you appoint returning oflzeen for all of them? Were all can- 
didates for election in ttrc ekcloral roll of that coivstituency? 

10. Was every one who sought election nominated in writing by 5 
voters in the special fonn? 


128 



CX.NtS.U. SECHETAfly AJ.aa 


11. Were ballot papers issued? Please pioducc these papen as ssdl 
as the R-poils of the rchiming officers. 

12. Was an opportunity gi\cn to candulatcs to be present at the 
scrutiny of ballot papers? 

I sliatl be obliged if joii will everj- assistance to Mr. Ragliupati 
Saliai. 


Yours faithfully, 
Jsu-aharbl Ndim 
General Secretary 


36. On the Aimer O.C.C.* 


20 . 12.25 

^^au^a^a IJasrat ^folll^i met lumbers of Ajmer O.C.C, Ajmer DCC. 
meeting took plaw on fi.I2.2>— 7 or 8 persons ueic present. 

Tire 4 aniia memben elect a committee of 15. 'tlrcse IS arc the 
D.C.C. {both the general body and lire EwuHsc). llic 4 anna mem- 
bers do irothing else. 'The 15 do cvciytbii^ including electing dele- 
gates. It uts .a meeting of these 15 on 6/12 Tliev elected about 125 
delegates — nearly all of them being local men 

Notice of the meeting W’as sent to all members including Chandu- 
laiji*. 

No meeting of province csccpt one on 2/12/(25) vas held. 

Under airtlionty given resolution of P.C,C. dated 2/12 At|unlalii’ 
enrolled delegates out of lists supplied by M. Ilasrat Mobani and others 
in ICasganj etc. 


1. Alee Uonumbered Tile 

2. Oijndubl Dhatgiw, s leading Inrytr and a Conjrwstmn of Aimei Meraara 
nlin >iorl«l for the Home Rule lM$ue 

3 At)iirlal Sethi (1680 1941); a Cwigte^an of AjmCT, nho nas suited of 
tmotiil activities ard imprisoned, MM 20 
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BOYCOTT OF BRITISH GOODS 


98. To Uirtar SobhanF 


20 Januan' I92-< 


My dear Unur, 

I haie just tcccK'cd rour letter ot tlie I7th Janiun. 1 agree with you 
that the resolution of the Wotling Committee on the organisation of 
a central bureau for bojtott of Empire goods is not N-cry dear. Tlic 
intention of coune wus tliat the Bomlny P.C.C. should ad\'ance the 
money to the ^^'ofking Committee and not to the Boycott Committee. 
The resolution is also x-aguc as to wlial sum is to be given to jont 
committee direct from out fund, and nliat is to be advanced by tiic 
Bombay P.C.C. Tlic Working Committee, hovvetcr, discuned the 
matter and favoured the immediate grant of Rs. 1,000 to jou from our 
funds; so that the Bombay P.C.C. fa to advance Rs. 9,000 if they agree 
to it. On tlic basis of tlifa I have asked Mr. Velji L Nappoo*, the 
treasurer, to pay you Rs.I.GOO, and I have requested the Bombay P.C.C. 
to advance Rs. 9,000. 

I am wiitirg to tlie Secrebiy, Bombay P.C C. to make it dear that 
the advance ivill be to the Working Committee. 

1 hope to be in Bombay on the 29th. 


Yours affectionatelv, 
Jawahailal Nehru 


1. A.1CC. F3e No, 5/1924. p 9, KMML. 

2, A ksdicg !od;]1 v\x>:ler of Bomlw ntn licisurcr of tlie Bombs) Fto- 
nneut Con^en OramiEtce and al3> fat a sHort mbH: m 1921 aod a£;asi 
b 192'4, heasurcT of the AJ.CC 
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39. To the Secretary, P.C.C., Bombay’ 


^ 20 January 1924 

Dear Sir, 

I ha\c already infonned you of the tesalulioa of the WotHng Com- 
mittee in regard to the formation of a central bureau for the boycott 
of Empire goods, Hiii resolution reads as follows: "Resohtd lliat 
1^.10,000 be budgeted for the Central Bureau for 6 months and such 
part of it as can be sent immcdialdy be sent, and that the Bombay 
Piosincial Congress Committee be requested to advance tlic sum, and 
tlial the Boycott Committee be informed tint no bigger sum can at 
present be provided for liaving tegrtd to our finances." 

Some doubt appears to have aiiscn as to wlio will bonow the money 
from the Bombay P.C.C. — the Boycott Committee or the Worbing 
Committee. I should like to male it char that the money will be 
advanced to the W'orVing Committee by the Bombay P.C.C. I trust 
that sou will be able to advance a sum of Rs. 9,000 and will ghc this 
to Mr. Umar Sobhint, Convener, Boycott Ccmmitiec, 

Vours truly, 
Javvaharlal Nehm 

Copy forwarded to treasurn for infoinuHon. 

1. A1CC. He No. 5/19!4. p. II. NJvUIL 


40. To Umar Sobhani' 


10 February 1924 


Dear Sir, 

I have already sent you a copy of the resolution passed by the Work- 
ing Committee in r^id to the loan to be taken from the Bombay 
P.C.C. for the work of the Etrq)irc Goods Boycott Committee. I trust 
tlierc is no fnrtlia difficulty in your way in obtaining the loan, 

I may inform you that you ate at libct^ to collect funds for your 
work but all these monies should be treated al pit of the TlTal: Swaraj 
Fund, earmarked if necessary f« the particular purpose. 


Yours truly, 
fawaharlal Nehru 


AICC. FileKo 5/192-1. p I7,NMMU 
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4t. To Umar SobhanP 

29 April 1924 

Dear Sir, 

I luAc iccci\’cd Rs. 9,000 from llic Bomlny Provincial Congress Com- 
mittee as a loan to tlw Ai.CC. for tire v.otl. oi ttic Empire Goods 
Do)Tott Commiltcc. 1 hate not licard (rom jou about tliis com- 
mittee for a long time and do not know ssbat the committee lus done 
since llic Coconada Congress and wliat it proposes to do. I sliall be 
glad ii )ou nill kindly let me lose a brief report Do )ou require this 
amount of Rs. 9,000? lias any directory of Swadeshi go^ been 
prepared ? I slull be obliged If you ssfll kindl) send an early answer. 

Yours truly, 
Jawaharbt Kchm 

t. AICC. nie Ko. 5/1924. p. ». NM-MU 


42. ToUtnarSobhanV 


21-S-1924 

Dear Sir, 

I have liad no answa from too to my letters dated 29th April, 15th 
May and 18lh June, 1924. I presomc that litde is being done for the 
Boycott of Empire Goods and the sum of Rs. 9,000 asked for by you 
is not now ne^ed by jour committee. We have held fliis money for 
jxiu for the last four months but you have not taken the trouble to 
take it from us. The moncj’ had bem borrowed by ns from the Bombay 
P.C.C. specially for you. If you do not require it, we might pay the 
money’ lack to the Bombay P.C C. 

If no work Is bebg done ox has been done by the Empire Goods 
Boycott Committee, &en you have probably not utDised the Rs. 1,000 
granted to your committee in January last ^^^ll you kindly let me 
know ii this is so? 

Yours truly, 
Jawahartal Nehru 

1. AJCC. File No. 5/1924. p. 39. NAti^ 
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<3. To the Treasurer, A.1.C.CJ 


22-8-1924 


Dear Sir, 

I cnc!o5c a copy of a leMa I am sending lo Mr. Umat Sobhaoi, Con- 
stner, Cinpiic Goods Boycott Comimttcc. WTiatnor liis ans’Acr may 
be, I propose tlial tlic monty ise have bomwtd from the Bombay 
P.C.C. sliould be refumed lo them. We can afford to do so. I shall 
put up (lie matter before tlie next W'orting Committee. 


Touts truly, 
Javraharlat Kdtru 


1. Alee, rite No 5/WM, p NAfML 
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THE AKALl MO^^v\IENT 


44. To A.T. GidwanP 


AUaliabad 

25-M924 


My dear Gid^ani, 

Tlianb for jour letter. I ha\e just come back from Benares and 1 
lusten to ans^^er it. I shall take jom letter ^^itb me to the WorHng 
Committee meeting and shall write to you fulij’ after consulting the 
other members. I shall also endearour to lia\e mote monej' sent to 
sou. 

I am glad jou hast got a decent office fixed up, 1 hope work will 
proceed smoolhly now and jai will be able to dnote jounclf more to 
thinking and organising and less to the clerical part 
I are surprised to leam from jour letter about the allegation that Ula 
Lajpat Rai had rnitten to anyone and ad\ised against helping Akalts. 
I had not heard of this before and I find it difficult to beliese. 1 d^^ 
cussed the Akall question with a number of persons besides the mem- 
bos of the ^^'^o^king Committee and no one e\ti hinted at any such 
thing. I feel sure the information is incorrect 
As for ghing financial assistance to the Afcils, the question was full/ 
discussed at the meeting of the Working Committee. Sardar Manga! 
Singh was present. The position is this. The Congress is hard up. 
Neither the A.I.C.C, not most of the P.C.Cs liase any money. Our 
P.C.C. has got just Rs.20 in the bank. Tn despair I left esury other 
work and went to Benaxes to collect money. Thus our first business 
is collection of funds. How can wc grant any big sum to the Akalis 
when we h3\e not got it? Your su^estion that we should fix a sum 
and collect it is attended with danger. I do not like fixing sums lest 
wc fail to get it And then collecting money for diferent funds is not 
desirable and will create conimion. It was Uierciore deaded to mAe 
eseiy effort to get monej' for the Hlak Swaraj Fund and then to make 
a grant out of it to the Akalis. 

I do not think it is quite fair to the Congress to accuse it of lack of 
earnestness in regard to the Alalis. IVhal else can it do? You know 


t. A.1CC. File N'o. 4[I)/l9Jt. pp 57-61), KNtMX. 
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«cll Hie position we ate in. Il is full of 1 k^ and jct it is confusing, 
Out capacit)’ to liclp otlicn depends upon out clEcicnc)- and organisa- 
tion, and tlius our immediate concern has become the teoiganisation 
of tlic Congress. The Akalis arc qwntling— largely on the defence — 
a sum of ortr Rs. 60,000 a monlli. Suj^iose the Congress ga\e 
Rs. 50,000 and tiiat is more tlian it possesses today— how far would it 
go? 1 am afraid Ihetc is a great deal of loose tliinVing in regard to 
this inatta. The greatest help that the Congress can gire to the Sihlis 
is to perfect its owm organisation and tlinm* in its wliole weight at the 
moment of crisis. Mcanwliilc we sitould hdp them with full publicit)’ 
etc. as you are doing. These arc of contsc my omw sdewa. 

I wish you would anangc to send tKcasional cshoifations and com- 
muniques to Uie sarious Prmincial Congress Committees. If yon keep 
pegging away ot them they will do something. Please send me if pos- 
sible all your communiques. 

I am interested to learn tlut lire Lawicrwe Statue* is again coming 
into ih Own. Pltaie Veep me informed of dmeVTimenls. 

VouTS sincerely, 
Jiwahaflal Nehru 

Tliere appears to be hltlc chance of my arrest for the Kiimhh Mela 
affray^. Worse luck ! 

janaharbl Nchni 

J. The jtjhse of Sir Jolio Larrene^ set tip i» lakore m 18S7, hai on it the 
inscription ; ‘'Will you be governed by pen ct metdr" This considered 
a be an instill to llie people and lie conlnioow agilaUun spmst ft led to 
its replacement by the insesiptwn : "By the pen and the woid I rale you. 
d. This idess to the Bicidcnl »t the Sotgem when Pandit Maliviyi, Jawshatbl 
and oilien defied (lie autboribet and courted aiiett The oBcwls, hime\er, 
tool no artioo 


45, To the Secretary, P.C.C., Puiij^* 

Allahabad 
7th Februara 192-f 

Dear Sir. 

I ghe below extracts from the proceedings of the W'orkfng Committee 
which met at Bombay on 1.2.24 

1. AlCC lile No. ■t(l)/192^. p <S NitWL 
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"Mr. A. T. Gids%ani made a sbtemait about Hindu-SiUi relaHocs 
in the Punjab. It was rcsohcd tlul tiie Punjab P.C.C. be aslcd to 
take steps to adjust the differmcts amicablv and if nccessarj* to appoint 
a committee for this purpose m consultation with the Shiromani Gur- 
dwara Prabandhak Committee.” 

“Mr. Gidwani also made a statement about the oppression being 
carried on in the Doafaa* in the Punjab. Resohed that the Punjab 
P.C.C. be requested to report to the Woiling Committee on the situa- 
tion in the Doaba and on the steps ibcj' arc taWng to deal with it” 
f trust that jou ssili tile earh' steps to adjust the Hmdu-Silh differ- 
ences and intimate the fact to me, and request that sou will send roe 
a report on the Doaba. I hope sour report wfll reach me in time to 
enable me to pbcc it before the Working Committee which meets 
in Delhi on the 26th February, 1924. 


Youn sincerdy, 

Jawaharlal yehiu 

General Secrebiy 


2. This rries to the police repression and imltaiy marches so the Hoshiarpsv 
and jullundut districts attcre tfiae had heni some iRrorist actnity by > 
ITOnp of Ablis blown as the Babar Al^. 


46. To the Secretaryi P.C.C., Punjab' 

10 February 1924 

Deal Sir, 

I bast already communicated to joo some resolutions of the \^'orkiDg 
Committee relating to tlie Punjab. As you are doubtless auare, Hindu- 
Silh relations in Amritsar and the rest of the Punjab are far ftoni 
desirable and this must of necessite injam the national cause. It has 
already depri\-ed us of much of llie good of the Alali cnil disobedi- 
ence. The Working Comnnttec attaches the greatest importance to 
this matter and feels that the best senicc it can render to the Akalis. 
and indeed to the Punjab at piescvt, is to remose this friction betneen 
two communities who bare so stiy much in common. All other help 
that the committee may render to the Akahs is almost useless if 
Hindu-Sikh relations arc not put on a proper basis. Wc hare had 
enough trouble mer HinduMosIiin lelatioiis and the Punjab of all 
prcnmccs has suHered the roost It wH be disastrous if tbe rims 

1. A1C.C. File No. 4{1}/1924, pp. 69-72. NMALL. 
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sptadj ill'll luillicr and tmtnUen llic tclationi of olhcr commimitici 
also. The WoiUn^ Coiiiniitttc feel tlul cso) cIToit jliouW he made 
lo put an Hid fmtlinilh In ttic jnoent unulisfaclor) slate of a^3in. 
llie dispute » bigclv, so far at llio can itoVe out, one of prcsligc 
and an tionnt and swUinal tfloit for peace « nirc to luccwd. Tlic 
heal petiotu to male lliii effott ate olniomly local j«ap!: con\-cmnt 
^illi the iitt and oiili of Ihe «riow nultcn in dispute. Ihe M’ofl* 
in^ Committn: vould llicrcfoic ittjttol toil |o nplote csci} 
of rracliing a icllinncni. r«Iiii>e if uould !< dcsiiahle for jou and 
llic Sliitoinani Cutndsvara Piibandhah CommiUcc to nominate a imali 
fommillcc of Hindus A SfUit lo diK«» and Kttlc csrntliing. I am 
gisTn to undentand that llic SC.P.C. is pcrfctlly wnlHng to do so and 
to abide In' the dm'non of an) such coimnittce. 

2. llic second matin to which the Woiling Committee would tiraiv 
yoiM attention it the opprntioft in the Poaha. last )ear jmjt com- 
tnillte, I liehoe, tool lome iiq>t lo gne special puhlirit) to this. I 
sloll gild if }oo will kondlt kt me Inow what yw committee las 
so far done and wliat it proposes to do in hiture. Tlie siluafion is too 
icrioiH foj us to ignore it. 

5. llic WotVin? Committee has pnttmncd a gtanl of R$. 25.0M 
for helping tlie families ol Ablit going to jail foi olTfring 
oWietwe. Of this sum lU. 1.000 has l«n sent b)' llic Burma P.C.C, 
for this iperial puiposc. Ihe hobnee of Ib 22.000 u out of a fund 
Qnnailcd for citil disobedience. Hi® money wall he sent lo your 
committee, so that )out committee wHl utilise « for the purpose speci- 
fied in comullaliDij with the SC.P.C. Rs. 1.000 s'tH b< sent m a few 
days, if it hat not alradv been sent; llw rot-Rs. 22,030 «i11 be sent 
towardi the end of the month at it wni he m ficHl deposit wlli a bant 
till then. 

1 hope )-ou will consult the S.C.P.C in aW Oicsc thicc matters. Mr. 
CMwatii of course will !« in Amntsai and I am sure he wall be only 
too pleased to gisc you all the assistance in his poucr, 

May 1 again beg of you to do your utmost to icmore all communal 
friction? Nmv that Mahalnuji b out sve can no longer aForcl lo let 
matlcn drift. _ ,, 

I shall be gbd if you will phec llm letter bclore your Council or 
IbcaHsc Committve and Veep me mforroed of llic steps you take. 

Yours truly, 
Jasvahatbl Nehru 


Copy to Sri K. Santanam. 
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47. To A.T. Gidwanl' 


18 Febraary 1924 


My dear Gidnani, 

Thanks for jour letter of tlie 13th. TI»c resolutions dealing with the 
Akalis nere sent to the Punjab P-C.C. on tlie Sth Fcbiuaiy. I foUo^sed 
this up with a longisli letter on tlie subject sent on lltc 10th Febnian' 
to the SecTCtarj", P.P.C.C. and to Sanbnam. I suppose thej' must base 
reached the office of the committtc just after the meeting of the lOth. 

I lias's just rccci\-ed jour press message about the march of the 
Sliohidi Jiilha. 1 you on yont match them. 1 notice that the 
onlj' UF. paper jou send jour messages to is the Aaj. I tvfsh jou 
Could send tlicm to the Leader also as it reaches a laige number of 
people in the proiinec. Hut perhaps it will not paj for the messages. 
The Urdu Humiem of Lucknoir has also a good circulation amongst 
the Urdu knoinng people. 

I suppose JOU know dut the Worling Committee meeb on the 2£th 
at Dr. Ansarfs house at 4 p.m. If joo si-ant them to consider the 
Akali situation joa bad belter attend Uic meeting. Please also send 
me joor budget and accounts. 

Your note paper is headed "Akali Sahajah Bureau”.- There is no 
reference to the Congress in iL Do jou not think that the name of 
the Congress should be kept ^CT\• much in the forefront? 

You3 sincerelj', 
Jasiuharlal Ndiru 



CE.NXE.U. SEOCTm AJC.C. 


<8. To the Secretary, P.C.C., Punjab’ 


1 March 1924 


Dear Sir, 

I lia»e already sent you (he rcsohifion of (lie 'VoiUng Committee on 
tlie AVali situation, I trust you nil! laic immediate action on this 
resolution. It is hardly necessary for me to point out to you that 
delay will prejudice out cause. It is possible that Mr. G. Joseph may 
Ew ddased in taling charge ot the publicity atnngcments. I would 
request you to send a competent penon to cany on the public!^ at 
Amritsar pending Mr, Joseph's anhaL Please also arrange to start the 
enquiry into liie Jailo firing-. As I hate stated already this docs not 
mean that )ou should necessarily come into conflict with Gosermnent, 
It is cleat tliat >our icpresenfalnes will not be allovsed in Nabha terri- 
tw}’. It is not necessary for them at this stage at any rate to try to 
enter prohibited areas. A great deal of infoimahon can be gathered 
from tlie many eje witocsses etc. nho must be in Amntsar and the 
neighbourhood. Ihc SGJ'C. as 1 behese roording sUtemcnti but 
I doubt if sufRcient cate is talen to sift the tnilh from a mass of e\- 
s^eiations. Wiat is required Is cross esiniinaticn of witnesses to 
find out wliat they say from jiasonal Inowlcdgc and what from heatsaj . 

1 do not think this work will tale more than a fav daji Please keep 
nic informed of the situation. Vou will of course remain in ctose 
touch with flic S.GP.C. and do everything in consultation with tliem 

Youts truly. 

Jaivaharla! Mehcu 


1. AICC. nie No, 4(13, WZ(. pp 

2. On 21 rebrujr)' 1924 flu: pnlw opaiBd at Jaito («i Nibhs) ^ a 
Ihat laJ collcctei] to worAip anJ to pro»nt aP'"’* 

hbliirsji It «js iqjorttd fbt 150 penoM had hem hilled and about 5 j 
»oundnl, 
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49. To George Joseph' 


2 March 1924 

My dear George, 

Your telegram* came as a great disappourtment. It has upset all oar 
arrangements and at a critical stage. The Alali sitoati&ri is devtlt^ 
m§ at a bcmendous pace and it fe most necessaiy for a stspotisihle 
Congressman to remain in constant touch srith them. Publicih’ norlc 
in Amritsar is important, but £ar more important is the constant tonch 
svith the Sikh laden. No Punjabee is suitable for this woih and sve 
must find an outsider, W’cll, I suppose must face the diffimlto. 

I am so sorry to lam of your wife's ill-bcalth. I hope it ts nothing 
serious and that she will recoser soon. Plase conm* my regards to 
her, 

Y’our books are still with me. MTiat shall 1 do with them? 

Ycmn affiy, 
JawaharlaT Nehru 

A.ICC PUf No ^(t), !9:-», p. 12J.A, N-NLMi. 

2. I«eph tuj ngrri t f j his to to A antsu heciue of hu wife't 

il Wth. 


SO. To C. Rajagopalachari' 


12/3/1924 

My dear Mr. Rajagopabchari, 

Mohamad Ali shoistd me sour ttlegtam* to him about the Akali Saha- 
yah Bureau. He was going to wiie to you in reply, e\'en without 
consulting me, to the eScct that I could not go. 1 confess to some 

1. .VIC.C. taeNa ■»{IMK.''V.) to. 1924.?. 175 N-NLMJ. 

2. Id tills tek 5 Tiai Raji^ojaladiin appaoi th sa^cited that InriLaljl *s Cene- 
Til Seortary of the AJ C.C. ilwoU hnnsdf pi to ton tsa r to Vwi after tie 

Sihayik Bertax 

H2 


Ct-STm XEC8ET.UY AJ.CC. 


surprise at iccin; \our fcl^rain. I happen to hast quite enough en- 
Eagcmcnls, Mliich arc perhaps even more impoitant than domestic cn- 
bnglcmcnts. It is utterly impossihlc for me to go. Joseph's inability 
to go, coupled nith our inabihl) to male some otlicf proper arrange- 
menb, has done ua a lot of harm. But there is no help for it. At 
my request the Punjab P,C.C. have made some iemponij- arrangement 
to can}- on publitih' vsork in Amiibat. 

Voufs sincerely, 
linaliaibl Nehru 


51. To Sampurnanand' 


n Match 1924 

My dear Sampumaii3nd|i,’ 

You must know that the ll'otling Committee pul Cidvini in charge 
of the Congress Alali SDlis)ak Burou at Amritsar, On Gidnartfs 
arrest at Jaito, the committee appointed Joseph to talc his plax, but 
Joscpli has l)ccn unable to go cmitig to Ins soft's Alness. We are m 
great difficult}' as to vlwm to send and the ^ork is most important 
and annot smir. Some tcin|>oraiy anwgctntnh ha\c been made by 
the Punjab I’.C.C. Is it possible for }ou to It has just struck 
me that pcrlups }ort might be able to go for a wliflc and I am there- 
fore writing to sou before suggesting sour name to any one else. If 
JTiu agree I shall propose >out name to Mohamad Ah "ho as Presi- 
dent must do the needful. 

Tlic work consists of (1) ordinary yrablnty work-issuing wmmum- 
ques etc. to die prc$s (2) remaining in clow touch with the Sluromam 
Curadwara Prabandhat Committee and (JJ I® the present getting 
statements of eye witnesses etc. of tlic Jaito taigedy. AH this wort 
must be done in Amritsar as quicHv as possible without any fuss or 
thow. You arc not supposed to invite arret but of course if anes 
come }out way it can hardh be helped. 


1. A.1CC, Me No S(i) |K.W.) (i), WM.PP 

2. (1591.1^6')); etorf member A-ICC. m BK and 

Chrf Mimuet. Uttir rnd«h 1955-lW. Covtmw ef ‘562 1W7 

Ssmpuminmd had a deep interest in asWbgr. 
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If )oii agree lo go and if Moliamad AU has made no olJici anange- 
mert, I should like }ou to come hoc for a dav to discuss wik there. 
You should be prqsared to go for al least a month, and to go soon. 
The Congress s\-ill of course paj jrKi stnir expenses and a subsistence 
allowance. Please send a ssire to me signifsing j'oar assent or other* 
wise. I may add that there is a good office of the Bureau in Amritsar 
in charge of a competent assistant 

Yours sinceTtly, 
Jawaharbl Nehru 


52. To Mahatma Gandhi' 


ABahabad 

12/3/24 

My dear Bapuji, 

1 receis-ed yuur tel^m late this evening on my return heme. It was 
a great pleasure to hear hum yen again after sucli a long time. I have 
not dared to intrude by another \Tat or bv letter during your con* 
silescence. But your telegram emboldens me. 

1 hasu just uirrf to tou in rq>h and hare also sent a telegram to 
Mohamad AIL I did not isish lo trouble him so soon after hb bercase- 
meut* but I thought it was due to him to bum* about tout telegiuni. 

I haTC kno^n Fanllar by repute for several years and I met him 
for a short time in Cocanada. I am sure, his presence mQ Ee r'cn’ 
useful in Amiitsar. Hb igixxance of Hindustani will be a drawback 
but this vnll be more than compensated by his other attainments. He 
win be an esrellenl man for pnbh'dty work. Perhaps, os^mg to hb 
language difSculh , he might not be seiy helpful in brining the Sikhs 
& Hmefus nearer to each other. But on the whole Fandiai wiS he an 
acqubitioii in Amiitsar. 

As regards lenns anything that yon consider reasonable will surely 
be agreed to by all often. Tcdmically the ^^'oIting Committee ap- 
points but the committes tnD not meet tiE fte 21st Apifl. The lams 

1. CajdhS-Kdffc Cca a poaisac^ fhn^fn Snaarat SeiaJ JCo. 847"t- 

2. kbaluLa AlTs darter, Acmi, died oo II Mirdi I92i. 
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s>j55ttlrf in joiK Irlcgfam sic istlicr cronpliatcd but tint is for j-ou 
to decide. I ani flul to riotict that PiniUjt conlcmpUtcs a Icn^hy 
stay at An»il 5 .ir. J’nsonaliy I doubt if it irill be necessary for liim 
to stay for lunny montlu. 'Hieie u just a possibility of Cidsvani com- 
ing out souiicr and an crjiul posnbility of Cidnini's successor going in. 
Of cooBc PaniVlsr will not imncmsaiily imitc jail, but neither did 
Cidwini. 

O'.sing to Joscpfi's inability to go I icrjucsted the Punjab Provfncutl 
Congress Committee to male tonporat^' amnpmicnts to carry on the 
"orh at Amritsar. Only this Rinming I heard from llicm that they 
had appoinlctl a tctlaiii gentleman, wi»m I do not Inow', to tale 
charge nf the wotV. 'lliis was of course a tempotary arrangement only. 
If I’aniVLir decides to go to Aronlsat and if it is not inccns'cnicnt 
for liim, )]c might spend a iJav here on hb «y up. Pctliaps I might 
be able to glse him some nseful information f shall be away from 

the 1511, to the 2Dlli. 
regards, 

Voucs aflly,, 
jawahacfal Mchru 


S3. Toth* Secretary, P.C.C., Punjab* 


13 March 1924 

Dear Sir, 

1 liavc your letter of the lOlh March. . 

1 h3\e just Irad a telegram frwn Mahatma Cindhi suggoling a 
Mf. PanilUr, till kitely editor of the Svm^i in Madras, be m 
flQfgc of the work in Amntnr. Mahatma)! of mune did not know 
tliat some anangcmenti Imc already been made. I have wired an 
'"lillcn fo .Mahatmaji Iwting the matter in his hands, t "I'e also 
consulted the President. 1 skill wnte fo you again on the subject as 
soon as 1 heat from Mahatmaji or flic Preadent 

Yours tnily, 
Jawaharlal Nehru 

h AIC.C Fih No. 1(1) {KW.) (i). 1924, p Wl- NMML, 
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S4, To Maulana Mohamad Alt' 


14 March 1924 


M 5 ' dear Mohamad All, 

1 hax-e pur telcfiam abont PaniLkar. I Ime also heard from Mahat- 
maji that Panilksr v,ill lea\-e Bombay for Amritsar on Stmdaj' night 
I nould h 3 \c liked to see him before he nent but this would mean 
file loss of several daj-j as I am going to Gorakhpur tomorrow. Tune is 
more important than an interview and 1 have therefore asVed him to 
proceed straight. 

I enclose a copy of a letter 1 am sending to the Secretai)' Punjab 
P.C.C. Owing to my insistence that some temporar)- anangement should 
be made for the Afcali Sahapk Bureau, thej' appointed Pt hiram 
Chand*. As it happened, iajmedialdy after his appointment Paniklar's 
name -kis suggested bv- Mahatmaji and the Punjab committee's 3 rans^ 
cicnts have been upset I have written a soothing letter and cast the 
responsibilih* chiefly on jou* I fed PaaiUar will do good work in 
Amritar. 

1 am issuing tlie following press sbteroent : 

“In view of Mr. George Joseph's inabilit) to go to Amritsar owing 
to his wife’s illness, Maulana Mohamad Ali, President of the AD India 
Congress Commvttee, has in consultation with Mahatma Gandhi ap- 
pointed Mr. Fanikkar to take diaige of the Congress AJali Sahajnk 
Bureau in Amritsar. Mr. Panikkar is an MA (£nt class hotoon) 
of Oxford, uris a professor at the Mrulim Unheisitv', Aligarh and has 
rin btcly been Bie editor of the Sunra^ct of Madras. Mr. Panikiar 
is proceeding to Amritsar almost immediately." 

I am going to Gorakhpur tomonow evoiing for four days. 

Yours affly., 
Jawahailal Xehru 



OMt-d. siarTARi; a.ic.c. 


SS. ToKaramChandShiiVIa' 


H Mjrfh 192 ^ 


ficar Sir, 

I am in r«vipt fi{ \aiit IctlH of Ac lOtli Mittli. Tlie SKTchty of 
file riinjifi f’.CC, lull alsn tnforaiJnl tnc fiat jcii had Viiidly con- 
lenfcd J» (ale clur^ of iht Abli Sahitak rurtou in Amrimr. Ju« 
sbodf fjj|j ij'tnc (Mttatr Miliatma Catnfhi JitgBolcd llit niire o( N^r- 
I’atnIUt. lift!; nirfor of Ific 5«jrand of Madcas, for Ihe n««3n and 
file f’rciidftii Manbfta Mohatoid Ali hat acid Wm fo jo to Amritsr. 
f am \rt^ jort)' Hut the amnscmcntj made the Pimjab r.C.C. 
liioiiltl so soon luce l<Tn npset and 5p«iJ>l' fid jcu thcttld ]is« 
l«n p«t to inojiiNcnictiei:. Nrm tJut 'W sic in AmiiliJf, I tnwt t)iat 
joij «lll renuin llicre till Mf. Tanillat wmo ami diicwt "hole 
I'hufjOT «i{}i liim, l(e Will be a slnnRCf to Ae pmnnfc and to Ihc 
"wL ant! wm «i1l no doiiM I* ahte to'cipUm much to him I ha« 
"n’Hen fully to the Scoeian' Puniah P-C.C. 

ranii.Vjr Icait^ Hoiutay for Amnbar on Siwdav mjht. 


Youn tmlyf 
Jssohaibl Kefiru 


I. AfCC, ntc K(1. tHj (KAVt (i). mt. p W NAIML 


To thi SoeroUrp, P.C.C.. Punjab' 


1 mcntLncd to lun jcitirdav lliat hbhahnaji had sn^cslcd ■"'thirre 
PoniWar. til! hfeb editor of'tlic SiTOT^fa of bWf » ".a X 

cf file Akali Salianl IJurcoo iff Amwlaf- i-d Me' 

rtcsidcnl A.I.C.C,'l.as afrq>fcd ttis JOSS®*®'’ ‘‘'"1,^ am 
Pan.tkar to proecd to Amtitof. I Iift-c jiBt tcctnd a bM« 

t. A.tCC. Tite N-a tp) (KAV.) fi), WM. PP- 
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Pandit Karam Oiand informing me that he has tatei charge of &c 
Akali Sahapk Bureau under instnictions from you. I am very' sorry 
that just as Pandit Kaiam Chand had taken the trouble to go to 
Anribar and take charge, new artangcmcnts sliould be made for the 
bureau. I am sure Pt. Karam Chand** presence at Amritar would hasi: 
been of giat use ar\d that 1* would base carried on the work entrust- 
ed to him with ability and succcjs. In view’ of Mahatmaji’s sugges- 
tioir horvever, the President thought it desirable to entrust the noik 
to Mr. Paniklcar. You will kindly, 1 hope, explain the position to Mr- 
Karam Chand and offer my apok^'es to him for the trouble be has 
been put to. I do rot think it will be neecssary for Pandit Karam 
Chand and Mr. Panikkar both to remain in flic Bureau. For the pre- 
sent howei'er Pt. Karam Chand mi^t kindly stay on till Mr. Panikkar 
arrives. He is due to lease Bombay on Sunday night the 16th. After 
his arrival the situation sltould be considered fully by Mr. Panikkar in 
consulbtion with your rcprescnialis'cs and the representatwes of the 
Shiromani Gurudw-ara Pta^ndhak Committee. Pandit Karam Chand 
ssmld no doubt be in a poation to explain the situation to Mr- 
Fanilkar. 

2. After that the immediate ssotk should be an mformal enquiry 
into the Jailo firing. I am afiatd yonr commiltec has entirely mis- 
understood the decuioo of the Working Oomnuttee. No formal en- 
quiry, all India or othensis^ is asked for at thfa stage. We purposely 
wish to avoid a cumbrous and lengthy 'enquiry and wt do not want 
a large number of mm to cany it out All that is required is that t^o 
or three competent penons should spend a fnv days in Amritsar per- 
sonally examining and cross-examining such eye-witnesses of the firing 
tit. ns may be avaibHe. They will draw up a short temporary icport 
giving their impressions and conclusions on the more or less imperfect 
data supplied. This report will be conridexed by the Working Com- 
mittee and if it then considers necessary' a formal enquiry committee 
may be appointed. The report will be a prirate document unless the 
Working Committee decides dherwhe. Tliere should be no difficulty' 
in your assrstlng in this woA. The delay that has occuned already is 
unfortunate but eien now something should be done. I notice that 
the SGP.C. base issued a small pamphlet about the Jarto firing. 

1. 1 have noted fliat you are paying an allowance to Pt. Duiga 
Das Vaid* out of the Alali Relief Fund I hasT: referred the matter 
to the Picsiderst. 

2. Of Foorqiar district; a leading Cottgicuinaii mptisoned m 1922 and 1924. 
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•nf r ; “ i ’‘,S="’ '' “■* 

wiQ fTionn- tlHcct ([) .\(f, I»jnill3i, 

>o'» {« a "CThliftlal cnnt fot llic 

f^r Cbvw” I i^tc! fo mfonn pii tint tli: foan- 

I- *’ ^ ** '* *° snv 

li ji**' ^ HcmcYTt if jpu »«li it I sliall nut un \t)nr rNuot 

» ff'C tntttins of ll>e W'din; Conmiittct. 


Youta truly, 
lawitiaibl Ncfitu 


*1- T«K.M.P,n|kkai 


AILilabad 

nuimi 

f^cat TaniVVar, 

f ha\c jouf letter. I liarc been Mnliog to wile to jou for some time 
it fa not eaiy to write about some matten. A talk nouW hare 
^•ten more jatfafartory, Owing to mj absciKC from Albbabid how- 
e'er I did not lliinfc it wortliwliilc to ihy ymit departure for Amritsar. 

I suppose you fias'c picked up tfic threads abaiy and require little 
outside licjp. Vou need rot send fieipcnt rqwrts. AH jour com* 
•miiiiqun sliould be sent to me and lliq- wiH keep me infomied of 
yovit actWlies. You migiit also from time to time tend me a persona! 
kttcr gning any special nnvs whicli las not appeared in the press, 
"nils should specially be done before a meebng of the ^Yorling Com- 
tnittcc. It fa really for jou to cerrsficr when and what fo uBte to me 

J- A.ICC. FJlc No t[J) (K,W.) (*>, J9M. R> K7-2W NMAtU 
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or to Moliamad Ali. Wc should of course be hept in touch with 
de\-elopnjenls. 

Gidv\-ari had obtained authority for sending press messages froni a 
large number of newspapers and he could thus serrd his communiques 
etc. to tliem by telegram free of cost. He also used to send wce% 
letters to the papers. 

You are a journalist and 1 can hardly \ou any tips as to ho'V 
to carry on the publicity woil most cffativcly. We have to give as 
much publicity as possible to the correct facts of the AVali agitation. 
We have also specially to Iccp the pohtical side of it, and the side 
which affects the other communities, well in the forefront. 

You base already noticed the unfriendly feeling betwem Hindus i 
Silihs, If possible ^ou should try to induce the various Hindu & Silch 
nes'^spapCTS to icfrain from hurting ach other. 1 believe that it is 
certainly possible for the two communities to come to an amicable 
understanding. Both of them want to put an end to the preswt 
undesirable slate of affairs but cadi U afnid of lowering ib prestige 
by tahing the first step, I wisli a private and informal conference of 
a few Sikhs & Hindus mi^t tale place. This would be helpful. 

I hope you ate proccedmg with the |aito enquiry. This should be 
finished as soon as possible. It should not of course be superficial hut 
at the same time it need not be very detailed. 

Yours sincerely, 
Jawahailal Nehru 


58. ToK.M.Panlhhar' 


Apta 2, 1924 


My dear Panillar, 

Tlianta for the Jailo report. 1 am sending a copy to Mohamad AH 
for his directions as to whctlitt it should be published or not. I shall 
let you know as soon as I hear from him. You state in the report 
more than once tint “the crowd was absolutely unarmed except for 


t, AlCC. nV No. 4{t) {K.W.) (0. 1924. pp. 167^'). N.MNfJ. 
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axwd. jEorrw ajc.c. 


(lie powaiton of Smtty Uic awd tad tiV/wni and iomr of 

(hoc kirpans arc indutm^hhsMc from jnwds. Al» (li«c wc ajv 
piioilly lome Clitn^t. In \ictt- of llwc ficb w not joar stitoncnl 
Im ittcqu'nj? f am scnclrfi; ooptB of jout ttpmt lo all nicnilicn of 
(fic \f'o!iing Cbntmidrt and to Mabafnup. I am sotrj’ to lorn lhal 
jw fccoScd no help from Sinlir ^bngl1 Sinf^i or from Santanam. 

I am glad to lam of jtmt tnctbodi of wori. Ai I m'd before u 
hr 3f puWinly ij concerned, I aimot be rf mudi fielp lo }■«« in offer- 
in; jojgcrtionr. You Inow fat tn«c of jl iban I do. 

1 am inclmcl to tliinV. llat jon ait figlil in ajinj lliat the Ilindia 
i« Arariliar are nanowmintJnl and arc bb'ng tip an ondesiraWe attr- 
hidt Still I (liink tiiB B rot the sole caiiw of the bad rcUtions be- 
hiwi l!ic b^o cominouitio. Tlie SiUit Ime been Uigtly to bbme. 
7?iere luic been tima vilieti j jcnetcut *otd or gesture from than 
hwjU fme bwughl oset tlie IlinHui to them. But they did not cart 
lo male It. Tbdf irKnement b largely a lepanhM rimTOCnt SO fit 
« lelfgttm ij cenccinetl and tins laa nalonlly loetnl in Ibe wbl 
and politial spline. Tlic almost gmeral beki amonpl the jlindus 
tlat the AUlrt are jfTogant and m llieif pride do not ore f« llic 
feeh'ngi and senlimenti of the Hindus n r»t «>lbout foundation. _ Silk 
hart net been teen enmigii to «m the Hindus m spit: « tiiw pr> 
fcMions. The hitlereoi of the Hindu agarmt the SiUi and the Mm- 
lim Is chiefly dne lo the realisation of hb oMw wnl-neo and liiirnflu- 
ti«i. anrl bring tiinw minded and b^teJ this b.Hwiea instred d 
urging him lo better l.imseU or snaU IrimscW atrorgrr 
■nd ana. Unl.rpa)' Amtilsn doC! »l ““ 

ot nol. ,„a in ll.b «|nrt o.n on sinpll® -.ft fte SMis, TTity 

"Jidy » i. .»W< I* “ 

Ciujupally on April 25rd it ? pW- 


YouB sincerely, 
Janahatlal Nehni 
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59. To s. D. KUchlewi 


Juhu 

27/4/2^ 


My dear Kitdilew, 

As jou know the Worldng Committee ha\e accqjted Sardar Amat 
Smgh JhabbaVs* resignation from fte National Pact Committee* and 
have Ksoh-ed to request the S.CP.C. to suggest the name oE another 
SiJdi gentleman to serve on Ihb committee. I have written to the 
S.Gi’.C. but my letter is not lilely to reach them. IE it reaches them 
they will probably keep op their icputatioP and not answer it I "onH 
thereEoie like you or Paaikkar to see them or n-rite to them about 
this matter ard get their ansnci so Out w-e may Jmow where wc are. 

Far more important than the National Pact Committee however 
is the question of the future oE die Akali Sahayak Bureau. You know the 
posiBon well. It is dear that the present tendency of the S.GJ.C, 
is anything but desirable. Their bohnent of the Congress Bureau, 
their secretiveness and their desire i»t to gel mured up in any way with 
the Congress is not very courteous to the Congress. It almost appeaft 
that Bfi are thrusting oufsdies and ow help uhen it is neither wanted 
nor appr«iated. You know that Ok Working Committee was defi- 
nitely of opinion that under the cwcumstances the Akali Sahayak 
Bureau should be closed and Oie money withdrawn. But the com- 
mittee did not wish to fake any hasty action which might do injury 
to the Akalis and so they passed a resolution requesting you "to enquire 
and report as to the advisability of closing the Sahayak Bureau and 
taking back the monq‘ adsunctd”. WTO yon hbdly enquire into the 
matta on your letum to Annitsar and send me a brief report? You 

1. AiCC. File No, 4(1) (K.W.) (u), 19«. pp HJ+t- NMiU- 

2. (J85S-1962); joiatd Crogreo m 1919, PwadEat. Cenwl S&h bague. 1923; 
sttifed a xrwily jopci, Doh Bfugit, 1921, Piesidctit, Fonpb Piormoal Con- 
pss Comjmttee, 1927; a 'dictah^ of lie Abli Dal, 1933-36; wa inrpnsoned 
se<inal Uma fen jxutuijntii)^ in tie aabonai^ moTemeot 

3. Dr Ansan and l-ila Lajpat Ba had ptopcrwl that all flie annnmnitus sign 
an ladaa Nafiooal Part, luth tatflOc Rrajaj aj fie cb/eebre acd 

lot full leltgkius liberty, bo ptt f gcnc e to aitr parhtular rcbgioiis dtaoiuM 
lira, jnchchon to mmonhev and tooimoDal ttpitsoitalsoa m aH the lejisla- 
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CCSTIU , SrCtETVRY AJCC , 


3 3™“to '" Pf ”*’' «' «» s c . r . c , 

ite SLm (ot it “ *' Co""'!''' iitlcnOi d*s ami 

rir 'i'™ ’''^*5 >'“'"’‘1 not 


to S)t- K. M. PjniVlaf fai mfomution. 


Youft jinctrcly, 
Jj’A-aliaibl Nelini 


W. Tc K. M. Panlkkat' 


Ju1lU 

50/-J/24 

J'ty dear PaniVbt, 

am $0 jorry I mtiseil )x«i. I jtnJ jo« yotetday cop) of a letter I 
sent to K’l'tclilcw, I |u\-c aho jpolen to bim about it. 1 feet 
tliat Uitte must be a atiaiglii bll ttiilt tbeirfBceu ot lbeSG.PC, and 
llie consequcitccj of their action must be daily j«mlcd out. 1 hope 
you svill be present ulien KitebW meets the S.C.PC. people. 

I his-c read Difiwgli )«ii Jcltcn to htaliabnaji. I feel |)ut we are 
to blame partly (or allowintj the situation to drift and not taking steps 
atb’er to define our pallicm and that of Ae Mali's etc. 

1 cncbsc a copy of a letter f am sending to the Secretaiy of the 
Punjab P.C.C. ! am ntiting to him to boM on to the Rs. 25,000 or 
such part of it as is left, and only to gne help out ot it direct to the 
suflercR after full jcmtiny ly flic cominittce aj^inted for the pm- 
Pffle. Ibe grate part ^ »««? had brtter be kept in fixed 

rleposit, 

1 wanted to Ji>eaV lo j-ou before you left about the pr^aration of a 
historical sketch of the noncooperatJoB nwvcmeot. I thint that some 


ISJ 


1, AIC.C. nie So. 4(1) (K,W.) fii)««4. PP 545dS NMMk 



SELECTED TVOJtKS OF JAWAHARUtt. NEItltU 


such \\xirk is needed both in India & abioad. Tlie work would deal 
more with the sweep of the moi-emcnt and its essentials rather than 
ssith details. I think )OU would be just the poson to do the work. 
There are two waj-s of doing it One is to edit a collection of cssajT 
on diSerent aspects of the roov-cmoit bj' a number of leading authori- 
ties with a general introduction giving a historical sketch. The other 
way is for one person to write the whole work. Mahatmaji prefers the 
latter method. I discussed tins subject witli him. He did not show 
any great enthusiasm but he agreed that it might be of some use and 
he further agreed that you would be the r^ht person for it. I under- 
stand from Kitclilav that you would like the idea of being cntmsled 
with such work. Please let me Imc your ideas on tlic subject. 

For the present you must hare your liands full. I do not know how 
long you are likely to be busy with the Sahayak Burau. But esTn now 
you can start collecting material for your work. 

Please remember that you have to issue to the press an abstract of 
your jaito report. 

In case the Sahayak Bureau los to be closed Ihe furniture etc. you 
have collected will have to be di^sosed of. Some of it, e.g. the dupli* 
cator, might be sent to the ofBcc in Allahabad. Please send me a full 
list of the furniture in the Bureau. 

I propose to go to Allahabad in another week. 

Youn sincetely, 
Jawahailal Nehiu 


61. To tbs Secretary, P.C.C., Punjab' 


Juhu 
30 April 1924 

Dear Sir, 

kour letter No. 1860 dated 23rd April has been forwarded to me here. 
1 understand that a similar letter has been sent by you to Mahatma 
GandhL I have had the advantage of discussing the matter with 
Mahatmaji and although fliis letter has not been seen by him it con- 
veys generally his ideas on the subject. 

1. AlCC FTk No, 4(1) (K.W) (u), 1924. pp 35153 NIIALL 
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llinc B al«oliikl) no proUlKtJon agwJl t5je jurtidplion the 
Cortgrc5< ev:n in axwcilly te!^’o«i actirilicj. Ko SpetuI undion i5 
neenur)' to taVc ptt in well actniJjc^ but it is hr the l£«I oini- 
mitiec to deeWe wktliw hiun; itjsri Id tbe ciiCiiinstan«5 »l ii p’o- 
r« and apedient to ilo». Of CTunc,»I«cfCSWli actmtics arc opp« 
to llie principles of Die Consul ot to c«r mclUods, or "iiere 
mislit lad to (fiction ktucni <li5«cnt communities. Ilicn it viin K 
dainblc to Iiold aloof. But it » iwoticct to My. « 
in your letter, tlul !l« Congress wnnol taVc jurt m such 
Wlliout transEroring ih rules, Iato if ibc Omgres ba 
«1 its sympathy null nun) of ibc Ktnities of fbc A 
laic been opoi lo you, if rou comiOneJ >» H ^ 

to loal conJllioiis; to pstheipate m tf-c «.!c^C to tito 
Congress has not identified itself with Ihf Sibb o( 

methods emplojcd bj tlie Ablis nor doo «t jts 

ail the objeets « d«bred from lime to time ^ 
msponsibli memben, Nonetheless tbe^S^ 
the mosment and has go"' »» »’’« lunar to k 

Apart from loal conditions, llieteforc. “ j,,, jatfiZ^c fact 

the tight Ihing to join io I'clcoming awl H,. ^^bole 

Cotigremw and Congros CommiMw » P w 

Tlicrc is thus no w^orils s«y- ^ 

from helping and cheedng «« 'j[^y ^ jucJi that any •§?'«*- 

,uil« po>,M. Ilol Ik 01 lUs tk tol 

list aclisity may not imtmcc. surb "“I” 

Committee most be the sole in the loolity may be 

Communal tesision or incrasc it. . j},j congress may 

loo timid to do mod. and \>cncc an appea 

fan flat , ,, ,s;. mila toa infonnaUy dheos^ 

It appais from your letter tk K a„ important oottw 

by some CongicMme"- fonnal cwwnittee meeting, 

of this kind MS considacd oy » 

Yours truly, 
Jswabsrlal Nehru 


Copy to Sjl. K. M 


. raniVVar for .'i.fa«««<«*- 


155 



«yT>r; itJ) n-CJitJS or J 1W.UHRL.U. SOOD 

62. To K. H. PanikVar' 


16 / 3/24 

My dsar Fasiklat, 

My stay in Jdm* was iHidaly prolonged and I only retumal yesteida)'. 

I has-e seen )tnir letters rf Ibe 3rd, -tth & 5th May. 

I appreciate the reasons 2 d\anced by you for hasing one co nn ected 
account of aB Congress activities rather than a collection of esays by 
diScrent persons. 1 did not suggest that we shonld adopt the latter 
course. Mliat I mentioned in a previoos letter was, I tiiish, that a con- 
nected ninath'e shoold be supplemented by special essays. In any 
csent, we must hasT a good historical account and titis can only be 
written by one penon and cot by a mimher. The idea of having any 
essays is confusing and myil be abandoned for the present We 
should concenbate on the “history" and I am |Ud the woi of tah in g 
tiiis in band appeals to yoo. 

1 rueotioned tfio matter to the Woiiii| Comraittes ia Juho and 
altiioQgh there seas no resolutioa tiiere appeared to be geoeral agree- 
meat that th; wod; shocld be doae. M^tmaji. although cot over* 
been on tire snbject, approved of toot doing it 1 rbinV, ^erefore tiiat 
you need not wait for the foanal sanction of the M'orhiDg Committee 
and can start work immediately. 

I am sending you a copy of the report of the Chil Dfeobedience 
Cornmitte*. Please get a copy of the report and eridenct of the Con- 
gress Martial law Enquiry Cormniltee from tbe Punjab P.C.C. I bav-e 
written to them about it Some of the other bools required by you 
are in cry oSce and I may be able to send them to you. I shall wnte 
to yon about them later. 

I am sorry to leam about the state of flse accounts. 1 suppose we 
most wait patiently for GidwanTs discharge. 

Youn sincfidy» 
Jawahatial Ndiru 

1. AiCa R5e No 4{I) (K.W.) (i). 1924. jw 171 71 NAtALL 

1 VVlwre AbVstra Cssf-i «w 

5. Tbe Chi] Dssibedjaier E pij h ; CossiirES; was sf^onted br &s Cosp^ 
ia JaK 19Z2. wdi llabsi Ha as iS Chaetaa and Motihl 
VTSslbai Pj*^ .Asssi. asd K ^!m Riafi ** ^ 

cffluiies, to wbrtha a tcencstjtxa ef 6t Coa^ren pogr r-we 

The ttaciUire to tbe cokSesoo flat fco cO!=Sy wu 

a:! leadr fa ch3 iisixLeast ca * brst scaje, Vet fcaiSd cass esti ^ 
obed^ce cn tbe ic'^wuiSCjtr ftonaca] Ccapea Ccsssittsa Ve 
pEsStal 
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63. To K. M. PanIKkai' 


Allahabad 

20/5/24 

My dear Panihbr, 

I iia\t jour letter of the Iftli May. I am glad to learn of the new 
elcctionj to the SG.P.C. Certainly it would be inadiisabic to clmc 
the Butau at this stage. It is for JCitchlew and jon to report ac- 
cordingly to the President. Some of the relief money might also be 
judiciously distributed snbjcct to the condition that the relief is 
directly to the sufferers by your Bureau. 

I last already written to you about the writing of the histoiy of 
the norcoopcnlion morement. I can quite appreciate the difEculHes 
jou will hare to face and indeed I do not ensy )'Ou yotr job. 

Regarding the looVs. jou must hare rccci\-rf the Congress report 
on Hie Punjab atrocities and the Ciril DisobcdiCTicc report 1 am 
now sending you the Hunter Report* and the Report of the Ahnied.t* 
bad and Caya Congresses. Tlie reports of the Calcutta and Cocanada 
sessions are not yet out and the Nagsur report although receritly puV 
lished has not b^ rcccis-cd by this ofTicc. I am trying to collect the 
ether boob wunted by you and I bc^c to liase them soon. There a 
only one difficulty. Tlic Assembly reports are bulky and expensive and 
I do not like buying a full set. Will it rot be possible for you to 
consult them in a library or at a Itierds ? My father I believe has 
got a full set and you could consult them if you were in ATbhabad. 

A useful puhlication wWch will help you in getting at facts and figures 
is the Annual Kegisfer* puWbhcd in Calcutta. I am getting a full set 
of Utis for the office. 

Do you want me to send you all the boob to Amritsar? Will you 
require the Hunter Committee evidence? 1 can let you have my pa- 
soral copy if you require it. 

Please do not Pandit me too much. My name by itself is good 
enough and besides T do not want to feel older than I ami 

Yours sincerely, 
fawaliatlal Nehru 


1. Alee. m< No. -4(1) |K.W.) < 11 ], 19M, pp 375-77. NMMU 

2. "Pie official rcpoil en Ibe 4sloitnoc«s and mathal liw in Ine P"n)3B 

3 Edited liy U, N. MitBfc the Aitnuaf Rcgi’rtcr stated publiation m 

the )«t 1921 from Olntia. U »*» an annual clironide and of 
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64. To K. M. Panlkkar* 


Allahabad 

29/5/1924 

My dear PanOJar, 

1 have youf letter of the Z5th. I do not much lie the idea of inaldng 
a public announcement at this stage about your being entrasted nitlj 
the task of >mting a histoiy of the K.C.O. movemenL I ^vould liare 
preferred the announcement to come after a formal resolution of llie 
^\'o^king Committee. It is just possible that a premature announce- 
ment might rot be liked by some people. In any event I should not 
like to mention Mahatmajfs name. He u not i-eiy kern about it and 
his name had better be kept out of it for the present. I am srriting 
to the Fro\'maaI Congress Cbmniittees to send you any mfomutfon 
that might help you. A public announcement could come after the 
Working Committee meeting. 

I do not remember the details of the bilb I liase sent to Kitchlew. 
He ought to ha\e them in hts office. 1 think 1 has-e giN-en him too 
biUs. The main item in both these uus intermediate tra%ellmg expenses 
from Allahabad to Amritsar. Please see the bilb and if you think 
either of than rightly appertains to the Sahayuk Bureau you can have 
it bansfened. 

Please remendjer to send me a statement of accouub of the Bureau 
for the next meeting of the Working Orminittee. 


Yours sincerely, 
[auuhailal Nehru 


1. .vice. File Ko 4(11 (K.W.) (n), 1924, pp 555 £6 \AL\LL 
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65. ToK.M.Panlkhftr* 


M}' dat PanEUar, 

Your letter of tlie ^tli June. 

I shall be a little surpriset! if Coiemment talc action against the 
AUli Sahajuk Cuiau or jou. I think it is s-ci^- unlikely. But tliae 
u no knowing, and c\ti) thing that happens is petliaps for the best 
n«l« pat? I hope however lo j« jou in Ahmedabad if not sooner. 

da JOU not come here to Analialad just licforc going to Sabar- 
iiuti? Albliabid ii not eiactlj- on the way as you will line to tn\-el 
hack to Agra from here. If joii think it wottlmhilc and rot too mucli 
trouble jou might come here a dat or l«o curlier and we might tlien 
go together. 1 propose to start on llic 23rd June. 

You can dispose of the duplicator at Jess than cost piiee proiided 
the price ii reasonable, 

Vours sineaely, 
Jaualiarlal Nehru 

I. .MCC. file No til) {K.W) {«). 1924. p 401 NMML 


66. To {he Secretary, P.C.C., Punjeb' 


13/6/2-1 


Dear Sir, 

Mr, Fanikkar of the Akah Saliajul Bureau informs me that pur com- 
mittee las rccfiird Rs. 1,509 from SiUo oubidc India for Akali relief. 
Thw money might legitimately be spent through the Akali Sahapk 
Bureau and I trust j-ou will help the Bureau out of lliis fund. The 
future of the Bureau will be decided in Ahmedabad at the A.I.C.C. 
meeting Ihcic but meanwhile I liq>c jou will give Up to Rs. 500 for 
necessary expenses to the Buicau. 

Kindly send me j-our account of the monies gi\en to you for Akali 
relief, llosv much money lus been spent on relief? Also please let 
me knosv how much money jou base advanced to the Sahajak Bureau. 

Yours sinorely, 
Jasvaharlal Nehru 


1. Alee, Tile No. 4(1) (KW.) (n), 1924. p. 411 NMML. 
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67. To K. M. PanlkkaH 


13 / 6 / 2 ^ 

Dear Sir, 

I lia\-e jour telegram. 1 have niillen to the Scottar)-, Punjab P.C.C. 
about the lucmies received from ouhide India for Alali relief and Ii3\t 
icquested him to spend this moncs' through the Sahasak Bureau. In 
the meantime 1 ha« ailed him to giv-e jtju epto Rs. 500 for ncccssar)- 
expenses. 

Kindly remember to send me an account of sour receipts and ci- 
pendihtre for submission to the W'oih'ng Coramittce- 


Yours truly, 
Jauaharbl Xehni 

1. AJCC Fn« No. 4(1) {K.\V.) (■). W:4. p 41J. N-M-MI. 


ti. To K. M. Panikkar' 


25/7/1924 

My ieat Fauikkar, 

Your letter came quite as a surprise. 1 drought pu had forgotten os 
and our office. I hast been n-anting to ssTile to jou for some time 
but I ha« been s-cry much occupied. 

I haiu asked the Punjab P.C.C. to fov jou Rs. 400. I am looking 
through jtmr accounts and hope to settle them soon. 

Ha\-e JOU sent the duplicatn? It is badly 'A'anled here. 

Is there any truth in the report that sou are soon going to take 
charge of a dailr in Delhi ? 

I hope jou remember that you hare to wsit Cidv^-ani m jail 

Yours sincerely, 
[asraharlal Xehru 

1. .UCC. Fee No 4(1) (ICW) (i). W24. p 417 N.MALL 
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G9. ToK.H.Panlkkar' 


30/7/1924 

M)‘ dear PanilVar, 

Tlianls for Bliagak’s* icctipb. 

I luw tecd^-ri [lie printed noliee about Ihc adxtnt of Jf/n</w(cij, 
I wonder if jow arc too busy lo write fo we about it. It appeaB to 
be settled now lliat the paper will come out. Wut is going to Iiap- 
pen to tlie .Saliapb Flutcaii? Wlicn do jou intern] leasing Amritsar? 
Vou will appreciate tny interest in lb«c questions. I do not personal- 
ly think it is necessary lo continue lire Bureau after jour departure. 
Please eoniulf Molunud Ali. Presumally jtw will sec him soon. Also 
wliat happens to the great history? 

In ease jou are closing up tltc Buicau, please sell of? the furniture 
joursclf ere maVc sitisfaclor) attangcmenls for >ts sale. Congress fut- 
nitinc has a habit of disappearing 

Yours sincerely, 
Jawahatla! Nehm 

1. AICC Tile Na 1(1) (K.W.) (u)/W’4, p 4« NMML 

2, C. 1. niucit is'Ktftl Kjtim Chattd Sl'nlb Jn4 bter K M Tawlbr it tlie 
AIjIi n.sieiu m 1024 


70. To Madan Mohan Malavlya and Motilal Nehru' 


2/8/24 

Dear Sir, 

You will rememkt that tlie Congress has created a tn«t* for the 
Jallniiwali Ragli and appointed jou and a number of other gentlemen 

1. AICC. tile Ko 3. 1924. pp. 151? NMML 

2. In Drconlict 1919 tlie Congiw ietrfrf to pwtlasc fjlIianMila Bajh for the 
nilion, and appointol a cwmitKe. *ift P«idit Mab'Tj'a aj ptfildwt, to 
organire a trust for lU imnagnowr. 
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as trustees. I understand ihal money can be dnwn from the fund 
under the joint signatures of Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviju and 
Pandit Motilal N’diru. Reports bas« come from Amritsar that the 
Bagh requires a great deal of supervision and encrojchmcnb arc con- 
tinually being made on it May I suggest that jou may request the 
Esecutive Committee of Uic Punjab iStovincial Congress Committee 
to cicrcbc this supcnTsioci cn-ct the management of the Bagh? So 
far as pajmenb ate concerned Ibcy might only be nude or sanctioned 
by you on the recommendation of tlie Punjab Committee. 1 tliinh 
this arrangemcrit viill ccrbinly improve matters. If you agree with 
this proposal 1 shall iquest you to infonn the persons in cliargc of the 
Bagh now as well as the Secretary of tlie Punjab P.CC. 

Yours truly, 
Jawaharlal Xehiu 


71. To the Secretary, P,C.C., Punjab* 


2 / 8/21 


Dear Sir, 

Frojucnl complants ate made about the management of the JaHian- 
wnk Bagh at Amritsar. The tnislces of the fund can cxcrdse little 
or no supervision and the nhote burden is cast on the local oScen 
in diarge. I havT suggested to Ptedit Madan Mohan Makvira and 
Pandit MotOal Nehru that they might i«iuest your Executive Com- 
mittee to eserdsc the necessary supervision over the management and 
in Case of expenditure to recommend to them what should be paid. 
I trust your committee will undertake this work. 


1. A.1C.C. me No. 5, 192^. p 19 KJVtMl.. 
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Yours tally, 
Jawaharlal Nehm 



CDOjuu srotmiT Aicc. 


72. OntheAhati Jalha' 


JiMhaihl Nehtu «id ihjt Aey »«rc tailallvc men Ihe 
Alalis woe practical men. I!c commented on h« connetton at 
Kalilia and sakl it was due to Mr. Candlii tl>4t lie liad not joined 
Professor Cidwani. Tlic armal oJ tlw jalha jhemed how Indiana 
abroad were tliinling oJ the motltetlantl In India the Slhs arc 
in a minority but no one licara oI tlicir being atbcled by Hindu* 
and Moliamadans; lliir i* due to lltrif ofEanUition and lbs radi- 
ncst lo defend tiionsebTi from iiniiglileous atbeV*. Tlie nonco- 
Operation nKnonicnt bad been started to maic people courageotu. 
He condemned the Uiclrovv riolJ’ and oborted the people cf 
MUbalnd to renutn calm. He dcpwcaled tbc tl«ing of ibops tm 
mere rumour and batbls of one comiminity against lbs otlier. In 
view of Mr. Candid's fart all slsould striw for unity, Tlic Abb 
affair was an all India affair and if Sxsanj comes it would Ic a Sw'anj 
Uindstt. MwulmaM and SMa atsd all otlwi peoples living in 
India and not of one nation alone. Unity was the foremost ques- 
tion of Ibe day. 

I- CsAwnmnn d U P. S«Trt Polite AVnmet cl VtiHlligerve, Vol XUl, Ko W 
lifted n Sri’tnul’Bi 1^2^ 

nie Aidi JufJui wtK »<;ujdi of SiVhi couiling smst *od impnasTmenL 
Ttie CiMdun Akali JrtAr "as the poop lint had tome out to India from 
Cjnjd] to pjitinpj'e m the iiwcefc I* ^ Albhib*!, ind on 

'0 Sqiltm'nef a pnble iceding. |«ej*dfd cove b)f JwshuUl. Held 
w ^rlcenie it 

2. Tliae liad been ctimmenil iwhng jf Luebw* on 12 Sfptnnh« 1924 
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ON OPIUM TRAFFIC 


73. To all the Members o! the Working Committee* 


2 Jane 1924 

Dear Sir, 

Mr. C. F. AndtPAS suggests that llic Congras should conduct an cn- 
quit)' in AsMiti to get together the facts rebting to ophnn productiDn 
in order to shengthen lodfa’s case gainst the continuation of the 
opium cQ. The facts arc said to he m'cmbelmisgly in favour of this 
case hut owing to die absence of any oiganized effort to collect them 
little advantage can be taken of them. Tlie Gov eminent of Indb’s 
representatives on the League of Nations staled on the bst occasion 
that the people of Indb did not want to limit matenaFy or pul an 
end to opium production, so that Britain is using the bir name of 
India to continue the opium traffic. Tlieie is a great agitation in 
America this year against this traffic and the qutstion is going to he 
speciallj considered by the League ot Nations nest November. The 
l£!guc has decided to hear inividuab and representatives of associa- 
tions and ROn^fScbl bodies m addition to the officn] representatives. 
A number of Americans interested in this question have suggested 
that the Congress send representatives direct to thb meeting of the 
League to present India's cas e. The Rev. J. T. Sunderland* has ad- 
dressed an Open letter* on the subject to Mahatma Gandhi and the 
Indian Congress Leaders. 

Mr. Andrcivs suggests that immediate steps should be taken in Assam 
to collect facts relating to repression hv Government mth regard to 

!, AJCC Tik No 59 (rartl). 1924. p 97 NMML. 

2. (tS42 191(5), an Unibiuq fniinrtn lit United States, ts pid long 

nsiti to Indu and wrote a bool In4<t >n Bondage which seas prostribed 
as sediboss In the Coremniait cS India 

3. In tHi l«ter ol 24 .April 1924. Sonder’and iogj-sted that the Congress send 
a detegitKin to the Opmm Confceence » po p<o ie d W the League cf NaWm 
and rrftiJe tie Biiiisi Cmennnnits ccnttuticn that there bo desire in 
India to trait the pTrdoct'on <t cptim 
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iJritil. and dmja pincntion; fipiio ahnnin; cpccl cf popular morn- 
moil on opium coraumplion jial dctlmc ol tciainr, li* itnidms 
tmmnplion ol opium Mllipe In- iab;e hcl, ihoriin; cncoungemcot 
Dl opium bj Covcrnuirnl ofiicuU; ilnft sutnnun of liisto:)* of opium 
in ilsMin in the pa^t anti under nntitli rule and as a inonopol); rvid- 
cnee as to actual earning out «f Opium iJimtation Act of 1521, and 
General propaganda against opium. All lliesc facts to le pul tt^cthcr in 
a fcpott to lie ptihliilictl l)j llic ConjtcM. 

it las [ictr euIcaiUteJ Hal iliis niquiia* nitl cost about R$. 3,000 and 
•I is said that jf a cratit of Rs. l.fflO Rnude Ir) tk A.I.CC. for the 
puqxnc Hie local Congicss Cvniiiiittcc wall Iw able to raise the femain- 
‘"5 Ks. 2,0'XI or more if ncctasaia. A retjoest is IliLrcforc nude to the 
Al.ee, to grant Rs. l/KW unnicdulel). Tie noth will be undet- 
lelcn under the auspiaa of the iV«m P.CC. and it is said that it 
"all be \tr) intfiil m fcMsin; intemt in Congress aelisities as ssoll 
a* discrtinj people’s allcnl»n from communal tioiiblcs. 

Ibe rrcskicnt dcsiio me lo consult members of the \\’orVjng Com- 
mfltcc as lo wlietlicr Rj. 1,000 should k granted for the piupose of 
this wotL, Tor the present tliis is Hie onla quotion before us Tbs 
qitoiion cf htra liie facts collated are lo he utilised niaj be consider* 
d later. Kindly intimate to roe aont aicni as to this grant of Rj. 
IdW as tally as possible, 

Vours sincttcly, 
Jisvahatlal Kchiu 


74. To Tarnk Nsth Das' 


5 June 1924 


My dear Mr. Das, 

I am obliged to jou for jour Ictlen and cuttings. ] am also tnanlful 
for Miss Ln Mottes’ The Dhict of Opium whicb Jou hi'C 
«nt me. I bas-c forwarded Rea-. J. Sundaland’s open letter to bfr. 
Candiii togctlicr with joiit ailicle. I liase also sent a copy of jour 
article to tny father. 


h Alee, nie No 39 {PjtSl). 1«4. JP NM-MU 

2. nifli Neville! U Motic {I573156IJ. * nunc W Hie Irmd. jn 
lots 16, orpo-d flie om'-i" pilic) of «w Gmwiniwt of IrJa in the md 
hinitio will M, sivjrdn! ihf lii Tiebw mfflwtiil medil lor ho vwk PgMrt 
I bafGo in 1950, 


1S5 



snxcTED TTOKs OF JAWAH.V1UU, smro 

Tbe opinm <juestion u at last, I am |lad to say, attracting some at- 
tention m India, There is a proposal, tihich wtH be considered at (he 
neit meeting of the Congress Eiecutis^ to have a thorough enquirj’ 
into the question in Assam. An endeavour will be made to collect facte 
to show how the British Govtnnncnt has consutently enconraged opium 
traffic and suppressed attempb at drink and drug prevention. I hope 
this enquir)’ nil! take place soon and w31 gather together useful facte. 

The political sitnab'oQ m India is citraordinarv* and I shall not en- 
deavour to explain it in the coarse trf a letter. I hope it will clear up 
soon. Meanwhile manj' of os here are in considerable diffinilties and 
are greatly perplexed. 

Bande Mataram, 

Yours sincerely, 
Jawuharial Nehni 


15. ToC.F.Andf 0 m‘ 


16 August 1924 

My dear Mr. Andrews, 

I itope yon have had an enjoyable voyage and are quite £t 
Yon wiH rcmembcT urging an ophim enqoiiy in /kssam. The list 
meeting of the A.I.C.C. dedded on this and I believe the Assam P.C.C. 
is arrjing on the wntL TTic ^t'orfing Committee however has spe- 
cially ent^ted the work to ytru and it was largely relying on you that 
they deeded as they did. I hope therefore that you will supervise 
the werk them and put it on i^ht lines. The writing of the report 
will also be largely jour work. Kindly let me know what you pfrpose 
to do and when the report is liktly to be ready. 

The A.I.C.C. also dedded oa s^ing a deputation to Ceylon and 
Malaya*, according to your su^cstion. As you are just coming from 
Malaya, you will probably be aWc to valuable advke as to what 
we should do. Did jou have time to study the condihoD of Indian 
Ubouictj there in arry detaO? 


Voors sSy.. 
Jawaharlal N'diru 

1. A-ICa File No (r*rtl>, WM. pp |>940 N.MJili. 
t. To into tbe ol lod^ ■ 


166 



CH-VEiUl. SZCRETMlY AJCC 


76. ToC.F. Andrew*' 


18 August 1924 


My dear Mr. Andrew*. 

I tecened jBur letter of the 27lh July from Taiping s fw hours after 
posting itiy letter to jw. 1 do not know why there nij to mucli delay 
in put letter tcacliing me. I think the post oKce dclisincd it by 
mbtale to the wrong person. 

Tlianks for the cuttings from tire Timer. Tlrcy will fonn a useful 
rewrd of the O'Dwjer-N’air trul*. 1 am getting tlicm sotted and pasted 
for faciht)’ of reference. I am scry interested to lam that they were 
gism to jou by Miss Sherwood. I sluH be gbd if she comes back 
to India. 

1 am wTiting to Mr. Plioobn* and lire Assam huvincial Congress 
Committee to keep in rwdmess for )oo. In accordance with )our sug- 
gtjticrv the \^'oilin; Committee has granted Ib, 1,000 for the Opium 
Enquit)', provided that liie Assam P.CC. ccDccls anotlier Rs. 2,000. So 
far I base sent lliem Ha. 250 for pttlirmnary expenses. As soon at I 
Inm that they love collected Us. 2.000, 1 shall Ime the remaining 
Rt. 750 sent to them abo. 

I am i-ciy glad you lia« beert able to conduct a full enquiry into the 
bbouf conditions in Malaya. Your work will sase the Congress the 
trouble of sending a deputation as had been decided by the A.r.C.C. 
in June bst. 1 base been corresponding about this proposed depublion 
with tlic Scfsunts of India Society. 

You will rememba that the Congress appointed a committee io 
Ceylon to enquire into conditions there. Unfortunately they have done 
no work and arc quarrelling wifli each oilier. You know them. Could 
pu drop 3 lire to some one there to make up their differences and 
proceed to work? 


Yours affly., 
Jawahatbl Nehru 


1- A.1CC. me No 59 |P«tI). im W- 

2 Sir Mdiiel CDmct bad wed Sa Saabrait b&ir m Icndon for IW in »ms 
pasjges in Nair’j' l«olt CindW onJ An«ef«>. wlieie Nair bid acmsrf mm 
of forciMe lecniitinj and tejpnnjMitjf for lt»e atroeitiej ^ - .> 1 . 

l^dge gave a partian summiri up and tbe pny .varied OD>.yi £500 
with Lt rrofenor llar^ Uslf cne of Ac feiv dwenbnj 

i. PhDokan (1877-1959); «»« «f Ctongresanm of A»un 

He WM aUo prerident of the A«»>n Salntja S»bh«. 
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77. ToA.C.W/iIsoni 


9 Januar)' 1925 


Dear Sir* 

At the let^uest of Mr. C. F. Andtcu?, I l»a;e today cabled to )0U the 
text of the opium icsoklion of Ibc Indian National Congress passed 
at Bslgaum tonurds the end of December. I enclose a copy of the 
full resolution on the Drink and Opium Traffic. You will notice tlsat 
I bad left out the Erst paragraph of llie resolution in my cable as there 
appeared to be no utgcncj in comiminialing this part of the resolution. 

You will be interested to know that it is proposed to publish soon 
the report of an enquirj' into the Ojuum traffic in Assam. 

Yours truly, 
Jawsharbl Nehru 


Enel. One 


Dsu-vk /^•o onuxi T*.smc 

The Congress notes with satisfaeKon that notwithstanding the set* 
back suScred by the campaign against the use of intcaicating drinks and 
drugs initiated in 1921, Congress sTOikers in sercial parts of the country 
hasT continued it with rigour and determination. The Congress hopes 
that the peaceful endeavour of woilcn to wean those who are addicted 
to the dr^ or the opium habit from the curse, will receive further and 
greater slienglli and encouragement than hitherto. 

The Congress is of opinion that the policj’ of the Government of 
India in using the drink and dn^ habit of ^e people as a source of 
revenue is detrimenfal to the moii welhte of the people of India and 
would therefore welcome its abolition. 

The Congress is further of opinion that the regulation bv’ the Govetn- 
ment of Irrdia ef the opium traffic is detrimental rrot only to the moral 
welfare of Iijdia but of the whole world, and that the cultivation of 
opium in India which is out of all proportion to medical and scientific 
requirements should be restricted to snch requirements. 

1. A.1CC. File Ko. 39 (Patl). 192t, p SI NJ^IML 

2. A. C. WBsco IIB66-19»>), canic to Inii a 1593 as s«irtar> to tis 

wto w-as a meiibet lie Rojal Conunission on Opran, was an active laeai- 
ici of tie India CondUanan C^oop to flie 1930‘s. 
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O.V DISTURDAN’CCS 


78> To Mahatma Gandhi' 


AlbluUid 


Rejpected Ripiiji, 

I tclorncd from Samhlut* jtslcrtlay ami am sfndmj )t>u two copies of 
the repett prepared tliae. I tttcufd jnur letter jcslciday, I l«kc also 
receded joiit telegram and am icphing to it rcparately. It would liaie 
been Ulta had Molutnad Alt or l!a>al come to ^mblial with me, 
but 1 jittt forgot atom them. I liad blcn RjJmmtnan* with me. lie 
is ichted to h1ialiquz7jinan. tic was <]uilc helpful. 

Lucknow is in a had state and ever) day the tension is inneasing. 
Some talks to secure an agreement arc preening and I hear that the 
Ametlii* Mohaitiadani are prepared to apologise to tiic Hindus. Rut 
this alone will probahl) not satisfy tlic Hindus. Some people base ask- 
crl me to go and arrange a rompromisc, hot I Iiasr no desire to do so 
and I have refused to go point Wank. \Miom would I represent? Tlie 
Hindus air not going to accept roc, and why should the Muslims do so? 

Your obediently, 
Jawahatbl 


1. Gandhi Nttini Conevpwdcnef. CmShi Smawl Sanpalialip, Strul No IMS!. 
Onpnat in Hindi. 

2. SanWul ii a lown in MorsAalad distntt Of its popiiUtion of teaily 50X00 
tn leZ-r, Mo-lliirdi «rrc .sraillav Ja 102h Ike anniu! h>i coinaded with 
the AloAr/num fcvtivsl and ip»led off coiMnuMl noting fjwjhjrta; and 
Sliaaii Hadniruitiaii milcil the town to rqwrt on tlir caum and natne 
of f!ie rioh 

3. Sliailh Hadninaman (i» 189S) of BawbanVi distTK:t, left ibe Migath Uni 
vfriity lo join the iwncoopcntum loovnncnl in 1920. 

■1. A Ijrge village about 20 inites horn Dieb-ow «bete al» cornmnnil noting 
had occurred. 
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19. On the Hindu*MuslIm Trouble at SambhaP 


12 September 1924 

1. I Vi'as at Moiadabad and Sambhal for three da)S— September 
8th, 9th and lOtli— to enquire into the Hindu-Muslim tronble ishidi had 
occurred there during the Mohumim. At my request Shaikh Badniz- 
zaman bad preceded me from Uidmoxc by tup dajs and had intei\ieft- 
ed a number of people in Moradabad before I airi\ed. Wc then went 
to Sambhal together. This report has not so far been seen Mr. 
Badrureaman as he is in Lucknow and I am writirig this in Allalubad. 
W’e have houe\er discussed the whole affair and together considered the 
evidence and haie arriied at the same conclusions on the principal 
points at issue. This report embodies these conclusions. 

2. As at Ametbi and elsewhere where sudi incidents have occuned, 
tiiere is sure to be a big criminal case in Hit court and both the parties 
are ptcpaiir^ for this. They are 'ciy much afraid to ay or do any- 
thing which might prejudice thb case, and it b ertraordinarily dif5- 
cult to get at the tiufli under these circumstances. Pnma feck the 
Hindus are the aggriesed parts'. Two of their temples ha\e been des- 
ecrated and idols ha>^ broken; a nuDiber of them ha\c been 
badly beaten and still bear the marks rf mjuiy. On the other hand 
no hiohamadan to our knowledge has sustained any marked injury. 
It is said howe\et that a few were hurt. The burden of proof was 
therefore on the Mchamadan side and their posib'on was a difficult 
one. There was some hesitation on th«i part to gi\« esideoce before 
us. At the vay banning wc were told by fliem in Sambhal that they 
did not like the idea of comnritting themsehes before us and our pub- 
lishing reports in the press. Wc assured them that it was no concern 
of ours to menficin any names and ttiak in any crent our lepoit would 
be meant for Mr. Gandhi and not for publication. They idnctantly 
agreed to help us in the enqmiy but th«' were far from sahsEed. 


1. MC.C. me No 10, m4. ^ «74. NALJU, 

170 



CEStR-a SECRETARY AJ£ C. 


5. Tl>c Hindus approached m mote eagerly and r\c I'nlcnicwed a 
wumba oF qr wihicsjcs and Ihosc nl» liad been injured and also 
scseral raurt and leading citizens. On llic Moliamadan side nt did 
not sec so many people, nor cooU nc lose the same hind of witnesses. 
By tlic s-cry nature of the incident we could liatdly base Mohamadan 
q-c witnesses of tlic actual aibck etc. ^irg evidence before us. Tiic 
genera! Moliamadan view-point liowcvcr was cicpbircd to us fuHy by 
a Moliamadan gentleman, Ibe leading aamindat of Sambhal and the 
chairman of the local municipahty. A number of other Mohamadans 
in Sambhal and in Moradabad woe also seen by us and subjected to 
saiching qucstioru. But tlidr evidence consisted almost entirely of 
hearsay and conjecture. 

d. Tlic general impression Cif the evidence is that there vsas a consi- 
derable amount of liaid lying on both sides. Tlic imptesion one 
galhcTctl, as some persons gave their versions and answer^ our ques- 
tions, vras that of a court room and carefully tutored uitlinesscs re- 
peating a well prepared story, lire two accounts difler malcrally on 
alrrwst c\-ery impottirvt pwut On llw Hindu side there is direct evv- 
dqscc and important circumstantial data. Unfortunately the Muslim 
side could not be cqiuHy well put to ua. Tliis was partly due to the 
inherent difficulty of the position. We would have stayed on if there 
had been any chance of further reliable evidence coming to us. But 
lilts was not lAcly as our arrival in tk toim had acatri a bit of a 
commotion, and it vvas difficult for w$ to get out of tlie hands of the 
wirepullers on botii sides. A quiet enquiry conducted by some little 
known person would perhaps be helpful in elucidating some doubtful 
points. 

S. We hart however sufficient data to come to some general conclu- 
sions which may be accepted wilkut licsitaUon. The Hindus, as has 
been said above, have primu facie a good case. Tliq arc however try- 
ing to improve upon it by supplying all manner of details to show 
premeditation and careful preparation for attack on tk part of Mus- 
lim*, by cia^iating insbrccs of cnidty and improper bcliaviour by 
Muslims, and above all by impliating in the riot almost every Moha- 
madan of note in Samblial, as wdl as tk local Muslim oEciab. Tlie 
Mohamadans on the ether hand tty to make out tliat the Hindus 
carefully prepared to provoke Muslims by having music and singing 
on a large scale at the very time when the Tazras arc taken out, and 
got ready to attack thrrm and did in fact lake the initiative; and that 
the Hindus Uiemschcs broke up thdr idols and desecrated their tem- 
ples simply to get the Muslims in trouble. An attempt has also been 
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made iQ implicate in tlic ijot, presumably as a countalbst to the 
similar attempt of the Hindus, one or more prominent Hindus. 

6. Briefly ;\hit happcnctl, m out ojrinion, was this, llieic had been 
cotrsidcrablc friction between the Hindus and .Nftnlims for some time 
past and specially during the early days of the .^fohumim. 'Fire 
Mohamadans were smarting mulct the riolkm that Bic Hindus were 
getting uppish and with the help of a paitinii suWisisiorul ofliaT 
were interfering with llic lights of Mnshms. On llic night of 9tli 
Afehurrum some Hindus were present in their temple and a large num- 
ber of Mohamadans liad gallictctl togctliei at a little distance for tlic 
Tciiu procession, ‘nie Mohamadans came to llic temple and object- 
ed to any music, 'nicy uac told tlat there wns no mmic but they 
immcdutcly tell on the Hindus and beat them and desecrated tlat 
temple as well as a l/tufcijrdnartf at a little distance. 

7. Sambhal is a tmsn in llic district of Moradahad, about 25 miles 
from Mondabad, It is a sm ancient lorvis, peihaps one of the few 
most ancient ttr-sms in India. Mention is made of it in the PutcMs. 
U ttis an important place in the Hindu period and Prillisa Raj built 
a fine temple ssliich it is sakl was subsequently constrted Into the 
prindpal mosque of tlic city. Tlus still a»b. There ate other relies 
of PfilhsT Raj also. Duriug early Muslim times, it was an important 
sat of power and was c\cn the apitol cnee. During the Moghul 
period, it was the hadquarters of a piOMticc. It is full of Iccrths and 
sacred wdls. It is said that flic neat oufijr mil come from Sambhal. 
The population now is just under 50,000, Uto thirds of it being Muslim. 
Thus there arc about 52,000 Mohamadans and 15,000 Hindus. 'Ibc 
town itself now is rally mote of a collection of STlhgcs with large 
tracts of agricultanl bud between different .MoftcIIiu. Just outside 
the ruuniripal limits of Sambhal arc the Sold Sanris which arc also 
thicUy populated sillages wifli a large nojority of Muslims. The rail- 
way goes to Sambhal but nonetfickss it is uot soiy easily accessible 
as it u situated on the branch of a bnnch line. 

8. TIjc piiocipl lonple whidi has been desecrated is ailed the 
Suiajknnd temple. Tiiis is also supposed to be a sw old temple. It 
stands in the centre of a giwe bdongmg to the temple. The central 
budding b a Shiialaya trifc one or two images of Ganesli at the side. 
A side building has a Vg image of Hanuman There is a small wtH 
and a pucca pond whidi owing to the rams had osorBowed. Half the 
gnwu was under about two or tfaiee feet of water It b said that many 
Hbdus hid in thb water after flie Mushm attack. Adjoining the tem- 
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pIc gioimci fj a Muslim graitjaid. There ha« been some disputes 
about (be line of dcnuctaliort and a right of uay. 

'Iliac ii a nwiurifu'jfc (of Lillit Pandc) a sliort distance from this 
temple, lliis MS also dcsecralfd 
Hie tihsil licadijuaitm, the fchnfrfar's lioosc, the sulvinspCftof’s 
hotisc, and the Hak Hungalmv nlieictlicSPO. ISub-DisisioTial OfBctr] 
was sfajing are all within a fiitloi^ of at most a furlong and a lolf 
from the temple. 


Tlic district of Morailahsd is noloriooi for Hindu Muslini trou- 
bte. Tlicrc is a large Muslim pojnilation in it and bot!» in tl'C eily 
of Moiadibad and in some small towns there is frei^sicnt friction. 
Congress voik Ins not prospered there in spite of repeated ^otb. 
Tlictc ate a large number of wcisers and an cnonnous quanlitj’ of 
cloth handvs-oven either who«s of i«ttl>- of mill pm. Xo rrfiaKe 
pure Khatidcr is ni.idc in anv qiontitj. 'Ilic loml Hindus Itaic .iiso 
taken great interest in Itic S/nicfdfii and Sjugaliarn movements. 


10. Tlictc is a grrat deal of endowed temple propctls- round a^t 
Simbh,sl. In fwurse of time rmtcli of tins l-ad been misappropnalcd bj 
wrious nenons liolli Hindu and Muslim. Some fi'C or sis jears ago. 
a Ifindii Sablia was stattcsl in Sambhal. llm was a local affair and at 
flol lime had little to do ssilh am litmlar all India nr ptoHnclal oigani- 
sation, 71ie Sahlia sbttcsl litigation to letostr the temple ptgr^’ 
which in its opinion had l«en mivippioprfatcd. It suc^ m 
many case, I«lh aaiml HirKlus «h 1 .Muslims, but clncny d.c bt cr 
Litigation is still s<«ng on atwui a ri;bt of was* d'C ° 

grasqatd and otha matters. TlieK activities ol the Hindu Sabha hare 
considerably irritated the Mswlims 

It. Owing to Sheir large mjjorlty m the town 
and for other reasons, Muslims have all along ^ top f 
Tlicy base more members in llic mimical ^rd, me ^ 

Cliainnan, and Hindus complain that neatly all municip P . 

1 - 0 . , bn; .-c Ita 1« I*™ » P“ ' 
most all higher Govt. olHcfals in llK town eg. SDO. TehrWer a 
Police Inspectors, are Muslims. Tlds sur an mnosat.on 
a Hindu SD.O. was sent. Tliu displeased tl.e Mohamadans gma , 


IL Tl.e cUamw ami other sEmiUr nste are not f 
of the wells in the town. V^c, have a ,(^1 wcjs 
mo/tfli/os. Some mimllis ago, the local ArjU Sima) 
conference, and on a representation from the efremorr. who W 
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tribated moae}- to the Sjmaf, R vjs derided to help ftcm to hieat 
diwn this custOTT whfch prettntei tJi«n bom osing many wtHs in 
Ihfi toun, Laler lb« cfismm, supported by »me others, drw rs^ter 
from too of these otils. Thb resented both to the Mnslims and 
the hijha caste Htadas. As !h» incident happened during the Rmnsan 
Mtisirtns tv ere aTI the more anno}ed and some fetl that it naJ spccialiy 
totont for them. On appKcalioas brii^ made to ftc local oSciab an 
cnier tmda See. 14^ was proatnlssted thereto ehrfmdis and sndi lile 
wft? foffcidden to dan* nater from sudi ftcBs. Since then the chsnsrs 
ha« kept swst and there has been no btaiy-e on ftis score. 

13. There is an annoal nela in one of the disbat and srif-conbiaed 
roohcILu of Sambhal — Siiai Tarin. This is called Chhanon ka mild 
and it comptues a proccssm of poles and fiigs reptesentoig some aict 
OT ptr. It is something hie Cft^ -Mian'* mcic* in Other towns, last 
jrar it ftH d®ing toe ^fohumim. An agreentent was anhtd at hy 
tome fn&dos 5. htoshms, with the help of the hxal oSdab/ not ta 
has's the vids doing toe .\feftumtm. This c otnpi oai ise was acted 
open and no mrli was held. It was sbted by the Hindns howft’K 
ttot Bie coaipiotajss was on eoforoed one asd the Hind© were mote 
0i kss cocap^ to agree to it by the SD 0, and TcJirJdsr, bo8i of 
who© were MosUms. Thb abao^runest grintd toe Hindns, sperial* 
ly © toe District Maajstiate had ^tn tml previously that hdl Iherto 
woald be alhmed to each party to hare ttcu procesrims cto. Tlw 
Hind© hrid a mass ffleeting of protest and condemried toe compromise 
and the action of the lota! SD.O. id bciagihg it about. The Db- 
bkt Magistists b also aid to hasw esprsssed his displeasure at fee 
ahandomncnt of fee nielrf and to have repnmandsd the oforials. AH 
this happened last year. 

Ths year also fee ntda contoebd with the Stohufrum and fee 
^fol^lIIada» wanted the precedent tS last rear to be foUmraL A 
litrte before the Moftumnn toe M©liia SD.O. of Sambhal trans- 
ferraj and a Hrnda SdJX). tool ha pbce. On the 1st of Angust 
(Mohumjm beginnbsg on the 5rd .\isg«t), the Dstnrt Magisfcale 
of MrKsdalad promulgated a long eadsr Sec Iff Cr. P.C. 
whito iutor eEs proridsd for fee boldnig of fee Cfifimmn tr meld and 
stated feat there should be do nnmc or smgmg when fee mooming pns- 
cjsswns were talea out. No teres were speciSed erfeer m this cider 


2. C3iaa \Lzi w« toost |iopfe cf fe« Pevh Pa (6re stsS) wtnh^ped 
tr Mefes sd llaAa 
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or jubi«jumt!y at lo tslioa lljoe procaiioiw wtrc to come out and 
Uie trnuie and tinging not lo Ijle pbte. It waJ undentexJ Iwv. 
otr lliat llifre could be irnitic in tlic temple at llic ordinaej' times of 
'‘onliip but ctflainly net at niglit after 9 j«n. Tliit otJer, JpaiiHy tlie 
pait jclating to llic CWian'oTi id rnffa, gtolly displeased fbe Moluma- 
dans and tbey boycoticd the meld whSeh uis lidd on the 5t!i Mohumjm 
(7t!t August}. At s piolot ll»c Mudimj of Sarai Taiin, the mo/ialla 
tstiCTC the me/a (s held, did not Hive any Mu/it/wim eelcbnlion. 


15. The vinous matters refened to a1«v« upset the compowire of 
the Muslims and they feated lliat »i»h the help of the officBli the 
nmdua u'ould cneroach upon their fighti. It a the Hindu ease that the 
.Muslims thtreunon decided lo icvcnj?: tbfinstKes on the Hindui and 
tperiaHv to get tlie new IHmln 50.0. m trouble. Tlic Hindut further 
Mr that tlic big htuslini aamindars and even the Muslim Uhijddr svw 
pailifS In this derision and noid was sent lo the Mrtslimi m t"® 
bourmg villages to eathn in large iwmbcn on the night of (he 9tli 
Mofiummi in Sambhal. We hast no evidence uorth name about 
tliese allegations ol the Hindus and ll« mfot'on ‘he K 

and the IdhrVdjt'f natna in tlm wnoection app«rs to ^ 

inptcd nith the desire to get them into tioublc. 1 i$ hosstnw etar and 
admitted that the Mnslims sserc m atr 

fell that the authorities uerc hew; partial to the Hindus. T]' . 

merit ol the Hindu SD.O. -md the promalgalion of ^ 

See. 1« at a stiy late stage, on Uic cve of 

possible lo ohjS effectively apiml anv in rt 

nifla etc., were luflident evidence for them lo prove I 

the higher aulhoiiticj. 

16. 0» the W. ,1 

pirt of Ills Molit/mitrl clctffatioo*) tool liUec 

11 i, sa .In, 0 Hio.1,. imt ''«1’“ ’’"IT to “iS 

drum in Iho prKotiion bo, noil, in? »o'-nrf 

J! moal look pait in tk procaiion jMomm dm",,- 

1 migli, lOmlion bnc lloit SomWial n l,n^ , ^ ( 

So, no ol tec CO cnom,oo,-ll.c) too a a»"«W «' 

17. Tl.c Ml Mobumm IHIb Tsia°M k'' 

1„ Ibo maaio of Sta< Ito' 

inlomied tbc police sob-inspcclor tlul “I “1^ tulM'nspectoc hfarmal 
0 m«,i= pel. the Soffllmd '“l'‘v. 'f. n o ^ him B 

11,0 SB.0 «i,o ,m in 11,0 D.k ,^on l« orto 

tend ( 0 , the p./o,i ol the temple mlJ W «=«l 
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to him and mahc it clear that.lherc must be no music after 9 p.m. This 
''■as done and the pujtri \«s xianied. 

18. It is staled with unanhnily b}- Hindus ttet all drum beating 
(excepting one drum) va stoj^ by flic Muslims in the esening at 
about 6 p.m., and nas not renewed that evening or night. Tliis is 
denied with equal unanimitj' hy flic Muslims. Tlie point is not vetj’ 
material except as-an important indication that Muslims were agitated 
and were preparing for trouble. Hindus lay stress on it merely to prove 
this. It is probable that out of the 100 or more dmms in the town 
many were rot being used that evcoir^. Of course all dmms stopped 
as soon as news of the night attack spiad. [ am unable to say however 
on the evidence before us that all drums, excepting one, stopped definitely 
at 6 p.m., or thereabouts. 

W. Tli«e was the usual puja in lire Snnjhund temple at the hours 
of wonhip, accompanied by s/wnhfr, bells etc. The crening itrti took 
place about 7 or 7.10 p.m. and thus tlietc was shsnhh blowing etc. then 
also. Tills was in accordance with the Sec. 144 order, and it 'ws not 
objected to. The Hindu and Muslim rtrsions of subsequent happen- 
ings are a cry dificicnt : 

Muslim version Hindu version 

The Hindus were specially pr& The day being the last Monday 
paring to have music on a large in Snion there was a stream of 
scale this night in order to annoy* people coming to the temple, per- 
and insult the Muslims durir^ their fomiuig their poo/tf, and riming 
Ttfiia procession. This is shown Many had fasted that day. The 
hy the fact that the constable men- usual ati took place in the evening, 
tioned the matter to the sub-inspee- After that some penons continued 
tot and the S.D.O. had to send for to come but few remained. At 
the pujifn. A number of Hin- about 9 pm. there were 25 to 30 
dus — about lOO'lDO— collected in men sitting on a dwbutrj adjoining 
flie Snrajkund temple at 9 pan. the temple. These men were of 
and there was mvBvc which is vari- the poorer classe, pdty tadesmen, 
ously described as hannwininj play- a few tadhus, and some gonji* 
ing, sitiir etc. A short distance fioin smokers. They were busy vvith 
the temple grounds Muflims were their beads in silent bhajtns or in 
congi^ting for their Taas pro- distributing or eatuig prosed. New- 
cession. They heard the temple comers went to the temple and 
music with annoyance and anger, performing their noiship rung the 
Some of them went towards the bell once or twice. Apart from 
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icmpk .nd. ft' ^ 

Ihetc ta the print p"l“ S is eo emtom ot hJ'mS 
dspinslthcittBsic. •nt.e.ee: j“ ^ Sl.ivale)«t th .1 

hijl. Merit brtMera the ptt« p„„M 

iitd the Hindu! nme out to the I ^ ]j astnuhlcd 

^,c „d atUded , 1 . M»h™ a“'o',, .rthe M that 
There VI! then a general fight t F f„,j31g aged, 

about ten minutei or so. It v expected any trouble else 

coded 1 ). ft' “ 'I 
tics .hen both pit« letiKd Dn » ^ ^ and 

insthetghthothHmduiand MM- “'™Sj . 

lints .ere hnit. >''«•/*! lust then met ot Ali i Hn»am 
Molamadan! ptesmt at tlie {ghl .-ete heari 

.etc nrobahly outiric tdlagcit mdntUv anptoaching. It was also 

lad come to Samblul as Mtieed that large number of Mus- 

celehtate the nisH of tl,e 9* abont all toned 

Mohumim. Tliae outsides! ssho m'W' fe„ng 

rnne tart vent oil to theit s-ilUgc! tta t™| 
and thi! captain! vlij " one os W, they faslcd « 

midan ssmlndnl .-a! fou"'!' X,nl'el!«-eicM«WI>y*''°’““‘‘ 

Molnmadant 1“'"''^ S to Some Mohamadana Ito ere 

attci the event to matl! on that ^ ^ mil the 

amts and hands as cvtdencc of • ^ [ollnwing than closely. 

itiriB leccised. „„o ,o the chcMta and 

It is slates! Ilsat the Ssh' ' :.-,.„cih|„5 about ob|eetmg to 

place near the pie. ”„io Some 'llindu! tephed that 

to tints had no ^ C" no music. Thera^n 

near the temple, and tliq did ^ Muslim mob fell on the Hindus 

dacesnteit. n,is dcseemtion^ started benting them macH®- 

done by Hindus tlicsniclscs pa y tl,e dnims. etc beaten). 

tamediitely alter the figM 'r^^* ^ "Is p®ent did not Irt- to 
ly late at night .hen aeryUnug lXt n.es’.eTe.honynnp;2^ir. 

..soier,inonleitogettheMoha- f„, it ^ 

madans in trouble. ,^^.3y. A few succeed- 

cd in eh'mbing up some tr»l 

Slot hid in ft' "rr ” 
roseted pit ol the temple pound!. 

The Mohamadans after toting 
^ncnniedhlm 
to the temple yell 
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I»3<J lifddoi tJicmidvfj and pu)!fd 
Ihfin donr; hmn {!»c Um and ouf 
of IIjc wafrr and bcjf fJjem spin. 
Oaf taihu Izad Jjon roDccfinj 
monc) hr a tcmp)c and lud 
on }j;m. He ifar rfripped 
nalfd and l}»c fTionc}* V3J bin? 
avay. Tlic tempte nai aitarVed 
and dewmlfd. T)>c principal 
jfone bein5 

)« rmoveeJ rr Iwoloj, b«l it «a5 
5 m1^«1ci] to Jethi Howt and chip* 
came oft it. A aide iataje of 
Caoesl) was broken. An muje of 
llaoniTun in a aide temple waa 
aliO liit nith Icihh but little bairn 
wm done to it 

It is abo said tlut Die Muslim 
tahsSiar and proTOtnent Muslim 
nroindars came «btn riolinj rv-at 
in progtess and incited tbe rioten. 

Some tictm n-ent olt to tbe 
nc^libouring fitakurdH'era and des- 
ecrated it and broke its images, 
‘nicpujari (^CIC on seeing the mob 
approaching bad gone up a tree and 
there lie rmainrf for a long time 
till the coast \as clear. 

A!! this beating and rioting began 
at atx3ul 9 pan. and lasted for at 
least an hour and at most ts'r) 
boon ft uus finally ended by (he 
airiral cf the Hindn S.DO. sriti a 
police guard. The Si?.0. had (he 
nun in the «rll pulled oat and be 
scat 17 Hindus nho ircre lying 
wxHjndcd to the hospital. Ko 
Mohainadan ttonnded nos found. 

The SDO then pariolled the 
ah to present loohng etc. There 
was m fact no looting or rioting 
odicr than ishat took pbcc in the 
temple and neighbourhood. 
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The Hindus fdeah'fy most of the 
leading Muslims of the to\ra as 
haA-uig been amongst the rioters. 
They point out that the taltsildar 
and sub-inspector (botli Muslims) 
Inc quite neat the scene of occui- 
lence and 3 et there nas great delay 
in coming to the spot, although the 
tahsilddr was irfonned immediately, 
indeed no special infoimation was 
necessary as the noise could be 
heard all over the town. 


20. Before 1 deal with Uie abme s’erslors I nish to state one or two 
subsequent facts. Immedblely after the ewnt, the District Magistrate 
and Superintendent of Police went to Sarobhal and a police enquiry 
began, Tlie Hindus, as stated above, implicated all the leading Muslims. 
For a whde there was no response on the part of the Muslims. On the 
8 Hi or 9th day after the event 9 Mohamadans put in statements confes* 
sing that they were present during the fight and took part in it, Part 
of the facts given in these confessions tevc been ghen above in the 
Muslim version. The names of ore or two prominent Hindu aamindars 
were also mprtioned in these statements as having been present in the 
■fight. Some of these 9 Mohamadans claimed to hai-e been hurt in 
the fight and pointed to some slight marks on the arms etc. 

Zl. An attempt was made by the Magistrate some dajs later to 
bring about a compromise. He even famed a conciliation board of 
Hindus and Muslims, but aB attempts have failed as the Mohamadans 
want to compromise onl)' on condition that there is no case started 
against them, and the Hindus will on no account agree to this. 

22. The Hindu sersion I liaie given above is based on some solid 
facts and is partly subsUnliated by direct rridcnce. There are however 
many exaggerations in it. 1 think it is absurd to think that the tahsildar 
oc tlie leading Molinmadan zamindais actmllv participated in the fi^t. 
They would not dare to do so cs'cn though they might sympathise with 
the attackers. If. as is alleged, they lad o^anised the whole affair, this 
is all the more reason they s'honld keep in the background. Be- 
skies it must base been cxtnorinanly difficult to recognize any person 
in the beat of confiict by moon li^t. Equally absurd is the allegation 
of some Muslims that one or two lading Hindu ramindats took part in 
the fight. 
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23. The Muslim version is based largely on conjecture. It is on the 
face of it improbable. The first thing Uicy surest is that the Hindus 
prepared carefully from beforehand to attacl the Muslims, This is in- 
herently improbable. Hindus would hardly do this in a tonm like 
Sambhal with a large Muslim majority. Even if they thought of doing 
so they would certainly not dream of fixing the night of the 9th of 
Mohumim for it, when large numben of Mohamadans from the sur- 
rounding silbgcs gathn in Sambhal. Tlien again the organisers must 
be stry foolish and \trj' inefBdcnt to gather together a number of weak- 
lings wbo in the result get a sound thrashing. 1 think it k clear that 
the Hindus did not prepare to albck nor did thej- expect an attack. 
The initiative in this respect was taken by the Mohamadans. 

24. I has-e alrady stated that on the evidence in our possession we 
are unable to say that there was any premeditation on the part of the 
Mtalirm. But one thing k cleat that were resentful and angry and 
it may be that thev’ were very ready to accept any real or fancied chal- 
lenge to than. Some of them might have been under the impression 
that there would be another insult to them by the pbying of music etc. 
tliat night, and they might hare decided not to brook this but to take 
revenge. Apart from this idea there is no sufficient evidence to show 
premeditation. 


25. Vague and ratying statemenb are made by the Muslims on the 
quetion of music in the temple. Some say a harmonium was played, 
others a siftfr, others a shdnkh arrd cymbals. Almost all evidence that 
we got on the subject was hearsay. I think there is little doubt that 
there was no harmonium or jito or I 84 ! instrument. 1 dn not think 
there was any cSoit on the pit of the Hindus to have any music. 
There was of course the occasional ringing of flie bell and this might 
liavfl misled the Muslim crowd. There is also a possibility of a 
having been blown althongb tfieie is no prticular evidence that it was 
blown. Aprt from this there conld not have been any music. Even 
this noise of the bell or a sfwwth would be quite enough to upset an 
exdted mob. It is quite possible that a wrong statement of a man to 
the effect fiiat music was bring play^ would immediately be accepted 
by the crowd without furflicf enquhy. 1 think it is dear that there 
was no intention on the pit of the Hindus to have music on any large 
scale at night and in fact ftey had no such music with ttie exceptions 
mentioned. There b also a s%ht possib3it}’ that the bhajan of some 
penon present might have beer snng a as to be heard by another and 
reported to the crowd as 
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26. TJic iXfustimJ, angry and fn a mood for re^■M^e, got etdjed by 
the noise of t!ic bell or tlie tbanIJi ot wetj by false information and 
ateeied the temple. Time wr e\-ifenfi>' a short parf^ and then 
began flic atbefc. Tlic Hindus too very gteally oiitaumbercd. Tlierc 
is no ground for imagining Ihjt ftcre uw 2W to ?DC Wndas in &e 
temple, aj staled on hearsay some Muslims. On tlic other hand the 
f^re 25-M may be an undersslimate. Frabably the tniTiIe atbactfd 
a larger number of people Hal day, as it n-as the last Monday in Sinvo;^ 
but (ficy came and went. It b possible tliat 50 to 75 Hindus were pre- 
sent in the temple when the attack began. Some of tliesc must ha»? 
fled away right at the commencement The Hindus apparently sboued 
net 6ght Thej' Wed to run away or hide themselves on the frees or 
in the water. Tlic Hindo version tries to make out that a very long 
riffle elapsed before office) help cainf awl that this n-« .spent in organis- 
ed hunts vatli the aid of iant^ for Hindus in hiding. I think this is 
greatly exaggerated. During an affair of this Lind one is apt to gain 
a very wrong idea of time. It is also possible tliat the teodeocy is on 
tlie part of the Hindus to prolong the period to show how lax and 
guifty the tehsifdur wis. ProbaUy tlie attack bsted bsenty minutes or 
at most tulf an hour. During this period some men in hiding ou the 
trees Of in the nafcr might Ibio dtreovered and beaten. A reiy 
brge number of Moliamadan$‘>$cven1 thousands-.\\ere uanderir^ 
along tlie streets and ffindus in hiding would not receive yry gentle 
treatment. One man was undoubtedly found in the well when the 
SD.O. came. tVlutlier he was lifted up and fliiowm in or was driven 
into it in the fight it is dilKcult to say. He himself insists that he was 
beaten and lilted up and thrtnm in Hic well, nbere loitunalely ho could 
cltag oa to Some protrodrng bdeb. Simflariy a tidhu veheineufly told 
us that he had been robbed of Rs. 1,1(15 uhicli he had collected for a 
(empJe; He bad printed appcab vduch staled that he had already 
Tccdved considerable soms from penons named. 

Z7. Tlie suggestion in the Muslim version that tlic Hindus thcmselva 
itmst liavE desecrated their terries and broken flieir images is pure 
fancy and not possible to accept wftliout the strongest proofs. On our 
pointing out the inherent impiribaWlity of this, wc were told that Asyas 
did not believe in idol vrOiihip and they must have done this fo order to 
aKuse the Mohamadans of ft afterwards. The whole suggestion is 
absurd. Even if an individual Kndu w Aiya was capable of this, he 
dare not do it before otba Hindus. Hie su^estion that the desecra- 
tion or breaking was done late si ni^t long after the riot is also unaccept- 
able. No Hindu dared come out by kimrelf during that night. They 
all locked and bolted their doors and rsaited arffiously for the motniflg. 

I8I 
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T!ie gercnl appearance of lliat tcniple and f/»tfJ:tfrdiwrj al$o did rot 
warrant this secret desecration, lljcrc «-crc distinct blows on Uic stones 
and cliips were ofl. Besides there is direct evidence of tlic Hindus svlio 
w-ere vseunded. 

2S. Tlie subsequent stolemcnl of tlic 9 Muslims confessing their 
part in the riot is clearly meant to shield the bi^cr men whose names 
had been talcn by the Hindus. It is evidently a put up affair. Some of 
tliese nine have however also been named hy the Hindus as having been 
present dunng the attach. 

29. Stress is bid on the part of the Hindus on tlie great delay in the 
arrival of the lafisildar and the sulvinspcctor, both of whom lived quite 
near, TIic Hindus do not say anything against the Hindu SD.O. who 
was sbying not much further off. I think that the ofEcials might have 
been smarta and swifter but tlrcrq was no such deby as is suggested. 
The faJisffdar might have and perhaps should lave gone immediately 
to the scene of riot. Itc did not do so hut preftned to go to his superior 
the S.D.O. He found tlic SD.O. asleep! Both of them tiien came 
towards the temple. They lad no police guard vvitli them and hence 
they proceeded ntlicr cautiously. Tlicy met brge groups of Mohama- 
dans in the streets. One of these gioups was called upon by the S.D.O. 
to disperse but they leplied, "How can we disperse when onr brothers 
arc befog beaten by the fffndus in the Surajtund temple”? |tist then 
a squad of police arrived and a threat of fire induced the crowds to dts* 
pc5e. The SDO. then wrot straight to the temple and found that 
most persons had run away. Tlie remaining persons Bed on news of 
his approach. He found ab^t 17 Hindus wounded lying and no Molia- 
Diatbn. He had the man from the well taken out and the wounded 
sent to the hospital One of the men is still in hospital 

30. It does not appear that there was any instigation for this attack 
or desecration of temple from outside. No such suggestion was made 
to us by any person — Hindu or Mmlun. Otbiders have of course 
been frequent visitors in hfondabad and have inaeased communal 
fppting^ but there appears to be no other connection between the Sam- 
bbal riot and the outside world. The local people are fully capable of 
doing it without any help or suggestion 

Jawahaibl Nehru 
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80. Mahalmo Gandhi'* Fast' 


Sir, — 1 enclose foi l.noiir of jxiblicatioii a notice that is being citcublcd 
in AlUiial«d. I \soukl beg friends in otlicr tossiis and silbges to circu- 
bte siniiiat notices and tn talc steps immcdutcK to put an end to the 
false cuniouis wliieli encourage dhunitj and liatrcd and often result in 
Strife, leaders of all toimnunitics aic incetinj at Dcllii on l!ic 25jd 
and, Cod uilling, vill find a nay out of the impasse. But time passes 
and daily the danger inctcaccs llach tcinn and nlbgc should immedbfe- 
ly lune its conference of Kie fcislcts of all cwmnunities and parlies and 
consider and sohe its ossn difficulties. 


|a«\iliatlal Kchru 


The Nonet 

Maliatma Caiidlii has resolved to fast for 21 da)s as a penance for 
Hindu and Muslim quarrels.* He im issued the follouing statnnenti 
Tlic recent c-oils have proved unbearable for me. My helpless- 
ness IS still mote unbearable. My religion teaches me tlvat when- 
ever there is great distress, tvliieli one eaimot remove, wo must fast 
and pray. I have done so in connection with my ovvn dearest ones. 
Nothing, evidently, that 1 say or unie ran bring the tvvo communi- 
ties together. I am lliatfort imporit^ on myself a fast of 21 days 
commencing from today and ending on Wednesday, the 8lh of 
October. I reserve llic liberty to druiV water with or wilhoul salt. 
It b both a penance and a pnjer. As penance 1 need not liave 
taVai llic public into confidence, but I puHtsk the fast as (let me 
hope) an effective prayer both to Hindus and to Mussalmans, wlio 
have liilliCTto worked in unisoi), not to (»mmit suicide. I respect- 
iully invite the heads of all the commuaitics, inclutiing Englishmen, 
to meet and end this quancl wbicli fc a disgrace to religion and 
Immanity. It seems as if God has been dethroned. Let us rein- 
state Iltm in our hearts — M. K. Gandhi. 

Uiltr to llic rdilor. T/i< Uwdrr, ll Sqylenber I92s. 

TIiltc wiTc niubrciU of fOHiinunvl noting in 192-1 lo ndln, Litdi»n«. Sfiihia 
lianpur, Jahalpiir, Njgpiir, Gnlhargs, AlUkahri, Calwlta and, worst of all. lu 
k’olnt Maliiimi (tJudlu. atiliOTSli sHll ewivafcsting after Ins operation, dend 
nj to go cn 1 flit tor Z! djvs M * protest 
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Wc hiN'c little lo add to Malubnaji’s «oid$. Wc would only beg 
Ihe Hindus and Muslims of Albliabad to ponder ow what Mahatmaji 
has said and to consider what the coosKjticnccs of liis action may be. 
Today wx eat and sleep and quancl, and he fasts and weeps and praj-s 
and lies sleepless, laden with sonow at the disgiare and disunitj' that 
have descended as a curse on this bnd (rf outs. Wc have paid little 
heed to his words. Now we hoW his life in out hands. By our con- 
duct wc sliall determine out tvotlliincss of tlic great and noble soul who 
came to lead our countr}* out of bondage and misery', He fasb and 
fasts and the days go by and life hangs by a slender thread. Weak and 
ailing, after a severe illness, and with the burden of a nation's sorrow, 
he has taben Ibis gmt resohx. How long can he survivx? How long 
endure the madness of his countrymen to whom he has dedicated a life 
of service? It is for us, Hindus and Mohamadans, to Ihmh and answer 
these questions and take action, while there is time. The days and the 
houn pass by and the thread of life becomes slenderer. Irt tis lusten, 
and not fad our country and hfahalma Candbi in this hour of trial. 

Pcnjshotbm Das Tardon 
Macaar Ali Soldita 
Javahatlal Kehnt 


81. Draft Note on Delhi Conference* 


Recent events in India have nade it pmfully clear that intolerance of 
another’s hslicf and rdigioos observances is widely prevalent, and often 
leads to conflict between persons professing diBercnt faiths. In spite 
of ^orts to the contniy to intolerance is increasing and is poisonu^ 
the foundations of aH national and chic life. It is felt by each com- 
mrmity that flie leaders of tbc other commnmties are partisan and 
inational and blindly support their co-idigionists in all dieir deeds and 

1. Mrnksa Mohraud Ati Papas, faaiia MSba Iibina The note is m Jiwatiaitirs 
lwnd«Tibiig and n'as pesinaab^ wntten somrtnne in S<pteiBb«i 1924 
Tbe Unity Ccntasnre nas ield m De9u feoin 26 Septanha to 2 Octolw 19t4, 
to discuss vaj-s and means of pramDiiiig conunnnal bannocy 
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imsdc^s. Ussion art! prejudice aie displacing sanily and reason, and 
oerj- kind of pcogiesj is becoming most diWt, 'HieTc an be no 
cflwlirt pace in Indb till tbe qiitit of intolerance is oorcised. Unih’ 
will only come aflct lolcralion is nndetsfood and practised. It is neccs- 
sa7 thetcforc tint Ibc wsentbls of lolmtion be piocbimed in clar and 
dcCnitc hnswgc and jliouH be bwtjglit liome (o tlic pconk of the 
countrj'. ‘ 

Uctc must be perfect tokntion of oQin fiiiiis and beliefs and 
religious practica and e\ct>- man or woman must have full Jibertj' to 
liold and practise and gne aptession to bis faith. Tlicie must be no 
persecution for Ibe bolding of any opinions on matters of rel^ian. 

Tbc \-ery first essential of tobnalkm is llic protection of all places 
of worship to «lialsoes-et relipon llicy may belong. Ko provocation of 
any kind 'Aliatcver an be deerned to be suffioent to aciue a desecration 
or attack, and alt such docciations must be condemned. 

Conflicts ficnuenlly arise between persons of difTncnt faitlu on tlie 
mcit trivijJ arid nort-asental matterj. In times of tension and anger 
acts arc done wliieli are rncant to annos- ot wound tlie religious suscepti- 
bilities of anoliicr. 'fliese provoations arc liiglil) undesirable and should 
be discouraged. Tliq’ mil aotomatiany cease with the trtum of nor- 
mal times. But it must be borne In mind that an) amount of procoea* 
tion acfompan)Tng an act, otlierwisc justified and permitted by the 
principle of toleration, docs not entitle o person to ictaliate ot interfere 
with the due performance of llial art. ’Tlieie on be no interference 
in sucli asa and it must be left to lire good sense of the indm'dual 
or group concerned not to wound unnecessarily the feelings of sister 
communities. Cow sacrifice lus been a fruitful source of conflict. Tolera- 
tion means that no Hindu must intcffoc wiBi fins liontrver proioative 
it may be. He may only request and lave the decision to the other. 

A very recent but an almost equally fruitful source of trouble has been 
the pbying of music in Hindu temples and when passing mosques. 
Tire blowing of tliC Sfnrnkfr has been specially eb|ectcd to. Toleration 
again signifies that a Hindu may blow Im ShanWi where be pleases and 
may play his music even when pissing mosques and no Afchamadan 
must interfere, Only a request an be made, 

Every individual has a right to foUovv his own faith and to change it 
wiiCBever he » «/&. He has /orfter the ^hi to or jwtmvcb 
by areuments and persuasion, molhw, provided that on no account m^t 
forte or unbii mans be used. In ttic asc of minor bojs and girk 
undo 16 , to avoid the possibHily of unfaii piissute, no attempt should 
be made to convert them and they should be handed over to people of 
their om commoily. Maw convasitms are also, in the present state 
of the country, catremely in«pedleat 
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82. To Mahatma Gandhi' 


AlLihatncI 

19-10-24 


My deal Bapuji, 

I must apologue for the delay in %riiting to rou. 1 ha^c hastily scribbled 
some impicssions and enclose them. I base not had time to ictcad 
them Of to complete them. * 

1 ha\e lud a tdegiam from Xagput* asUng me to go over there but I 
led 1 must not Icas'c Aibhalod. Besides I lin\e feuer iodar and faiha 
will not let me go for some little time. 


Yours 

Janaliatbl 


Confidential 

Sosrc Imtwssiovs or tut Di5TU8Bo.crs at Au-ulsbu) 

1 base delayed niitin; a report on the Allahabad disturbances as 1 
Iwc so las teen unable to form a cleat idea of the occurrences as a 
uhole. A large number of inddmts happened almost simultaneous!) 
in tunous pasts of the cih* and it is In no means easy to arrange them 
in proper order or to undentand their sequence. I 11310 also liad to 

a great deal of ms time to acbntks, olhet than conduding an 
enquiry, connected nith the recent troubles. Mv close connection «ith 
Allahabad has been more of a hindrance to me than a hdp and I hate had 
to more waril) in order to prevent hann resulting from some of mv 
acthiSss. To roendon an mstance. I arrived m Aflahabad on the lOth 
afternoon and went immediafely from the staton to the at) where I 
nnndeicd about till 6.30 pjn, the curfew hour. I saw a number of 

1. CandhiKehra Corttrptradniec. Glsdlu Suural Siograhala^i, Sffal No IWSS 

2 Folirau^ the oolbtcik d eom mu nal robng ui Nagpur md Kanptee. tht beat 
leados seat telcfraais to Atilutiaa Cindh) and othn kaden, mcWic; [nrahe 
bl. to nsit the area and selSe Ac diSecesces. 
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>In)jilcq>ci$ aiiJ lliq" suggatcd liut nc siwuIJ bt.c same stijn tu 
tiiw Hiy big shops opened from Ihc r«t moitiing. I velconicd llic 
proposal and anangr.'d a mcclinj; of ll»e JUflrlu shopicepcit for tlic ncst 
uiorning. I was IqIJ tint the jlwjitcpm <1>d rol ssant lo operj llidi 
strops in obedience to tiio direction of IliC auttioiilics but a limt train 
or miglit be acted m«on. ’ll* proposed meeting el stiopldcpcrs bow- 
c\cT fell through and laiilK ansonc lumo! up. I found that tlic idea 
tliat my adsent sliould I* folkkcd b) a quick opening of shops was 
not tiled bj soinc people and ihcj tweteded in influencing the shop- 
kecpcri. As a result of this ai*d one or luo otlicr causes the main 
strops did not upm Idi t)ir lltli, )t is jwsMhli: that it 1 liad remained 
anay in Delhi for anolliCT rbj oi two tt* sliops might fuse opened 
catlier. 

‘lire idea of our cart)ing an enquiry abo soineliove janed on the 
nersa cf tnany-boUi llindm and .Mmlims~-pnlBps as eotb party 
thought that ne would tale op arj atniode anbgcnistre (o it, Dr, 
Syed Mahmud lindly Ivolc his founicy line on Ills nay bad freer] 
Dctlii and spent *t or 5 days m Allahabad, lie is irt pcrliaps a better 
pontiotr than I am to form deflmte conrlusioti] about some aspects of 
the troubles. Ilut c\en he was haiidieappcd, Tticrc b a proposal now 
that a I'oinl and ditailerl enquiry should talc pbre on behalf of Ijotlj 
communities. Ihis proposal lias made it dif&^lt for us to prejudge 
llie istuH. As a matter of fart I base lad to change my OTi-n coirelu- 
slons in regard to many iirridenU sescnl limes as (icslr infonnation 
«iiic in, and I am not prepared to uy ihjt I will not again clisnge 
liiem In the light of fresh facts, llicsc impressions should tiiciefoic be 
trtnlcd as impresstotrs only liable to chaise esm in material prticubrs 
Dr. Mahmud has noiv gone to Ni^r but I undenbnd tliat he w'ill 
also put down Ills impressions of She occurtenres here. In vir,v of 
tiicsc farts it will pciliaps be dcsitahlc to Iccp lliesa reports confiJcutlal 
tor the present at least. 

Beth the cojujurmities ate nlioUy and honestly convinced that the 
other is almost entirely in the mong. Hach accuses the ollut of pre- 
iiidiUilioii and careful prcpamticin. and tacb points fo the almost simul 
taiicous outhieals in various parts of the ti^ on the cstning of the 
7th in proof of theft confendbn (fiat the otber organised them. Tlicre 
is an otraortliniry ignorance of tlic other's mvpofnt and losses, and 
Iintcc both at present coritf arr cnqDBy. 

Tlie houbtes started on the niglit of ti* 7tU October {(he Dusehra 
Jey) and cofitimted on the fill* * fbc JOtJi enwardj, there 

has liccn no distutbanco of the peace, acept an incident relating to a 
temple in Katghar (a wohelTci of AlUhabnd) which look place on the 
eaily morning of the fOfli. 
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Tlic contribator)- causes licrc luse been tlie same as clscsvlierc— 
Sangat/ian and Af/gol, scpnnHc ijHwrai— and tl)c dclibcnle preaching 
of distrust and fear. The local Hindu Sabba consists of a number of 
\er)' narrow-minded persons uilh little abilify or power cs’cn to o^nisc 
the Hindus but able enough to increase the dislike of the Musalmans. 
Muslims arc wty poor in their leaden. Tlierc arc hardly any with whom 
one can disarss such matters on an intellcchul Icsel. Tlieir most pro- 
minent leader is Mr. Vibjat Husain^. Hindus are scry biller against 
him and imagine Uiat he is at tlic back of ettything. As a matter of 
fact I doubt Jjis capacity to do much. He is a timid pcOTn often used 
as a tool by unscrupulous persons, but I do not think lie is bad at 
heart. I ha\-e been favourably impressed bj’ him during the last few 
dajs. 

Soon after the Jamrtd Ashlantt there is a Dalhanda proctssion. Tlits 
used to be an insignifiant aOair but httcrl)’ it has assumed some im- 
portance. The Mohamadans say that this jear it was celebrated on 
a large scale and many Ulhis were exhibited. Tliis is possible, but none- 
theless it did not create any aettement in the city. I was in Albha- 
bad at the time and I did not even know of the procession and heard 
of it for the first time a fortnight or more aftn it had taken place. 

The Chehium was to follow Ihb sod there were rumoun of 
trouble. Admittedly Urge numbers of Mohamadans si ere sent for from 
the adjoining silUges to sisell the procession and dispby lathis, swords, 
etc., brause it was said tlut the Hindos had done something simibr 
on the occasion of the Ditkondu. Just a few days before the CheWam 
a few Hindus and Muslims met and decided to issue a joint appeal 
and also arranged that Hindus should accompany the CAeWtrm 
procession and Muslims the Ram Lib procession. This had a quieten- 
ing effect and the Hindu Sabha eventually agreed to it Quite a large 
number of prominent Hindus induding the president and memben of 
the Hindu Sabha took part in tfie Cfteftfum procession and everything 
passed off succcssfull)— the procession ending with speeches and mutual 
congratubtions. The procesaon itself sirs a long one svith a great crowd 
of lathm’ote and a fair spiinUmg of srvords, spears, da^ers etc. Almost 
every Mohamadan thought it his duty to bring some weapon and it 
was ludicrous to see the very old and the very young strutting about 
with rusty weapons and even in some case wift open penknives I And 
the little boys with their penknives were patted on theu back for their 
zeal and enthusiasm! Hosvovcr everything passed o5 successfully aud 
it was hoped that the Duscfim would also end peacefully. The next 
day— 22nd September— I went off to Delhi It appears however that 

?. A teadisg CongTHwmn of AlUhitod. 
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the tension again incieascd awl ttwjone loolcd fons'afd to some Irou- 
h!e. Thetc \n% no quntitw et any conflict between the Ram Lila 
processions and Muslim proctjsioM. Nonetheless there was this 
general apprehension. The Muslims acewed the Hindus of inWting 
largo numbers of IdlMuafas from the sillies and the Hindus tcpaled 
the same cliargc a^mst tl* Mwlims, Ordmanly jrcat om'ds come 
from the rural aras to sec tlie Ram Lila. In times of tension, csetj’ 
hi'g binl.cT 01 THIS engages >omc of these professional fighters to defend 
his liQuse. In the result a considenblc number of such penons must 
lia\c l)een in Allahalad. I do not lliinl. the Hindu Sabha as such 
insitctl sucli people. But the Hindu Silha might base expected that 
the lower tliiscs-f/i(ijn£ir5, /»«» etc. would be useful in a cnnCict witli 
the Muslims. Ihcsc classA for tl>c fast few jrars, haw been ashed 
to talc part in the Ram Lli processions. 

It is highly probable that ^lusllml also made special arrangements to 
get their budmaslics and irthwalos m Cut I hardly think it likely 
that tlicy would choose th^ Dosthta day when, in point of numbers, 
the Hindus are strongest, *» *hc ^ressive on any Urge sale. 
But they did prepare »hair«h« lor a etmihrt if such oceuned. On 
Iho morning of the 7th-the Dwiefirtf day-a rumour m circulated 
that the Mmlimi had issued imitations to the surrounding nllagcs for 


a Kabiddi party on a Urge sw**?- This game was to take place on the 
oulsliits of tlie town and on l>»c of ‘f’® pfe«5sion. The «me 
also was the cstning when piocesdon was to pass that way. Tlie 
clioicc of the time and pljw n cnlainlv signiRcanl. There could not 
hasc been a worse choice, TnfwiraHon of this was immeedbtely sent 
•{«}.«% increased. 

There arc two Ram LtU processions, one following the other. Tlie 
first one passed without an^ »pccol meident, cKcpt that it is said that 
when \h« paacd the e»d*«d togelki for Kabuddi or any 

other piimose, to the extent of 500 men wiUi Ief/i«. the Mudiin 
attitude appealed to be threatening. The second procession reached 
this place just at 6 

It, so also Purushottam Tarsdon and others, As the nan was 
heard at the request of the the procession 

was stopped for a fev mo»'*s^a™* stopped abo. Mtcr about 
5 minut« the Kotvd '‘5" a^hough the prayers 

were not quite oser. Tire wisic Therci^Qn tliere was a co^ 

motion amongst the 500 f-r «> &]«!•"« gathered _fogeth« a^oss the 
«Md (not on tlic mosque side) and ow man hit with his trt/ii a drum. 
Some stones sme also thfC«’‘ ^ the mosq«. No one was h^- 
rn-cr hurt and the Kotwal immediately srolded the Muslims. It is also 
said that some Muslims tl'emsdies gase a sl^ht beating to the man 
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who liad thrown stones from the mosque. The procession started with- 
out an) further mishap— went to the riiTt and returned. It is said, 
probahi) with truth, llul the news of tliis confrefempj reached s'arious 
parts of the dt)’ in nrious shapes arid forms and was the spaih which 
started the Hare. Chal g//l was lepcatcd est{ 5 hod 5 ’, and the long 
crpccted conflict began in earnest in scscial places. 

'The Hindus sa)' that Muslims started it n’Cij-where. The Muslims 
denv the charge and accuse the Hindus. I am not at all clear about 
the e\-ents of the Tth wight There wns fighting in the heart of the 
dt)', not far from the JCotwal/ arsd muidcn were committed soon after 
7.30 pan. Tlie Kunjnn (Muslim segciablc scllcts) are said to hast 
attacked Hindus inside the vegetable marlet as well as oubide. They 
wounded some Congress workers, including a dale in the P.C.C. office. 
But this clctk gallantly remained with them, and reasoned with them 
and actually succeeded in calming them a little. They are said to have 
apolt^ed to him rslien they disetnered that be was a Cengress work- 
er. At least one Hindu nis Ulled lliat night, and many wonnded. 

About the same time a Hindu band dashed down the main street 
of the city, kHling a harmless Mohamadan, cutting off the barrd of 
anotlicr and wounding others. 

At night a great effort was rnade to have the usual niuminations as 
this, U was bcliesed, would have a calming effect There wws consh 
dcrablc store throwing from houscs-chiefty occupied by prostitutes— 
at Ramdiandra & Laxoun. 

During 8th and 9th, assaults, free fights, stone throwing etc. etjU' 
tinued, groups of both Hindus and Muslims taking the offensive by 
turns. Deaths also occurred, usually of mnocent passers-by. The two 
or three main incidents were: 

1. The looting by a Muslim aowd of a village (Mirapur) on the 
outsldrts of Allahabad, One Hindu was killed here. 

2. The atbek by some Muslims on Gangagunj— a Hindu mohaUa 
facing Muslim mohontf. A temple was desecrated here. 

3. A 6^t in Sbah|iii]j also accompanied bv a desecration of a temple. 

■t. A Hmdu hrna shooting at a Mohamadan crowd and IdUing 2 
men and a woman. 

S. General and vm sbaroeful assaults on mdividoals and on groups 
both bv- Hindus and Muslims 

I shall write more in details about these inadents tomorrow as the 

time for catebmg the mail b neanng. I mav add however that apart 

from the mosque inddent, I am mehned to think that Hindus took the 
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^n^ti3^i^e on the night of the 7fli, and (apart from Gatgagunj and Mira- 
pur) the Hindu middle class attitude W2i deplorable. Ses-eral wi)' 
unfortunate incidents happened in Hinda mohallas where well-to^o 
people Jive. 


Jawahatbl Nehm 


83. To Mahatma Gandhi' 


Albhabad 

2M0-2-I 


My dear Bapuji, 

I enclose the second instalment of mr iirpressions. They are \ei) 
hast)' and sVetchy and I hope sthj will escuse their many imperfections. 
I am sending jou my only copy. Could you Jjndly show it to Moha- 
mad All ? 

Father is going to N'agpur.* He is the most suitable person. 1 
noujd have been hopeless so far as Dr Moorfe* and his part)’ ate con- 
cerned 

I hare still some fe\er but I hope to be nell soon. 

Yours sincerely, 
Jawahaibl 


UrpREssinv or the insTVitBANCEs at Allahabad 

I wTOte yesterday about the incident at a small wayside mosque 
where die Rant Lila processKW? sti^pod for a fetv minutes and tfiCTC 
was a little stone thriving This mosque fa situated on the oubbirts 
of the city and the main piocession— so far as the nm\ds are con- 
cemeef— gratfuaffy gets teser afld fcsor before tbe mosque « 

- ] . Gandhi Ndirn Correspondent. CaoAi SmanL Sangrahalaj-a, Serial Ko 104SS. 
2 roIlouini> the limda— -Muilnn iiots, &fatM Nctira and Mialana Azad risit 
td Nagpui on 26 and 27 October and *ae sareessful n bringing about an 
agreement 

5 D, 5 \focnjc 11572 a trader of Uie Hindu MahasabhL 
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and soon alter it practicallj* ends. The following plan may lielp to 
explain the position : 


CViIutf* 




There ncte only a fw persons in the mosque at the time of prayers 
— perhaps half a dozen. On the CkcbtiUa opposite there are said to 
hava been abont 500 Mysalmans. Many of them are armed ssilh hthU 
etc. There are some detached Muslim moFiflUa; in the neighbourhood. 

ITie procession went on after ihb Incident to the wer Jamuna 
where the wual ceremonies were performed including some Bress-orlcs. 
People then returned In twos and Arees. It is said that there was 
some stone throning on the passeis-by in the Muslim mohalks. 

Before this hones er trouble had ©conned in the heart of the city 
and elsewhere. Probably the cause of this trouble wus an exaggerated 
account of the mosque inddenl and a belief that fighting had begun 
between Hindus and Muslims. 

Tlic s-egelable inaihet is situated in the busiest quarter of the city. 
The K»n/raj (segctablc seUeis) arc Musalmans ar»d arc supposed to be 
a tough lot It is said that th^- tooh the initiative and started attadc- 
ing and beating all Hindus they came across. I am unable to say who 
began the attack but 1 doubt if the f^n/ras are solely to blame. There 
can be no doubt that in one case at last on the night ol the 7th a 
Hindu band rushed through Ae principal streets, hilling one Moha- 
madan and wounding several. There was also a stone Aicwmg and 
bottle throwing contest between Hindus and Muslims neat tiw lub- 
antanii. "ITie fighting of Ae 7Bi resulted in Ae deaA and wound- 
ing of both Hindus and MnsliBis. 

On Ae SA and 9A Acre were many fights, some dei'Cloping into 
pitdied battles. They usuallT rrsulted in some injuries caused by stone 
Aiowing. In some pbces Hindus were on the aggressne, in oAcn Ac 
Muslims. There were also attads by groups or mdssiduals of tire cAer 
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community. These usually ended m seriotss miuty or n-en death. Early 
on the fitli morning, a h!Qsl!m passer-by viss seriously iniured very rear 
Bharti Bha^an, not far from Pandit M. M. Malaviya’s house. The 
nws of this attach spread in the Mudim nohalZas in exaggented fonns 
and Hiero was a general belief amongst the more ignorant Muslims 
that a sbughter of Muslims had lalcn plaa: near Bbrti Bfiawan. This 
roused tliem to fury and they aIbcM a number of Hindus pissing 
near their mofutllas. As spears and daggers s\erc used not infrequently 
by both parties, there were seieral cases of serious in|uries. 

Apart from these general incidents ftetc ntre some special occur- 
rences. 

Mira/jur— This is a village on the fringe of Allahabad. A group 
of Muslims from a neighbouring moft<in>! Irf by a notorious btidmash 
tooh advantage of tlic prevailii^ disoidei and swooped down on the 
village for purposes of loot. The Hindus resistni them for a while 
but then owing to the superioi number of the Muslims the Hindus 
retired. It is stated on behalf of Ihe Hindus that this was a pic-atrang' 
ed affair and a drutn was beaten to summon Musalmans from the sur- 
rounding villages. A sad feature of the occurrence was the joming in 
by the Muslims of that vilU^ m tlie attach their Hindu neighbours. 
Ibe village was thoroughly looted and one Hindu was hilled. 

Congdgtinj'-This is a Hindu motuUd facii^ several Muslim mdhalks 

— Nai Basti, Atala etc., latgely inhabited by butchers etc. It is stated 
that a band of hfuslims invaded Cangagunj and alter a fight with the 
Hindus succeeded in injuring a Dumber of Hindus and in desecrating 
a temple. The temple was immediately desemted and the idols had 
been btoVen. Some idols under a pcepuf tree were also broken. 

Ram Krishnt^S ^ring— Thb gentleman is a nch bmia who fired at a 
Muslim crowd and killed 1 men and a woman, ft is his ase that he 
was in grave danger and fired in self-deferw. I am inclined to think 
that the danger was not great as lie imagined and he might well have 
done without tlie firing, specially as the Kotwaii was almost within a 
stone's throw. 

Temple incident*— I base already tefetred to the deseoahon of the 
temple at Gangagunj. There was abo a deseaation in another mokalk 

— Shahguni, but I think it was not ptemeditated here, During one 
of the street contests the Moslims podved back the Hindus and reach- 
ed this small road-side temple. They entered and used various idols 
and stones there as missiles to be thrown at Hindus. 
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Another temple inrident is said to ha\-e occuncd at fetghar on the 
tnoraing of the JOth. The Hindus state that early in the moining a 
number of Mohamadans ome to this temple quiet!)' and lemcntd 
the idols and thrr.v them about near Ae temple. As soon as the 
Hindus obsen-ed this they raised an alann and the Mohamadans im- 
medialdy wthdrew'. The Hindus Imu named a number of Muslims 
whom the)' claim to ha\-e identified. These pcisom arc some of the 
leading (though poor) Mmlim ratdents of tiic mohallo. There can 
be CO doubt that some one did removu fljc idols, but after an enquiry 
I has-e come to the condnsion that the case started against the Muslims 
b wholly false. Most of the pecons named are innocent but they hare 
been reported against to tenif)' the Muslim communitj' 1 As a result, 
the Muslims ha\e brought an entirely false case of griereus hurt against 
tile piindpal Hindus there. 1 tiunV tiic woilc of displacing the idols 
must hare hcen done h)' one or utmost two persons, and it b cot 
wholly impossible that a Hindu did it There has been an ancient feud 
between some Hindus and Muslims in the siHage osw gambling 
tranactions and the matter has gooe to court more than once. 1 
thmh that one of the persons concerned with thb dispute must base 
mlsbehastd in thb matter at the temple. 

An interesting point came out in connection with the temple. It 
b dedicated to some dni and it s freely patiemtsed in times of sicL* 
ness, especiaDy small pot, hy many of the poorer Musalmans, who 
male offerings and tale the earth rf the temple floor to apply to the 
body. 

I leaml of thb Kalghar temple inddeot on the lltb. At that time 
1 did not blow sboct the far mote serious case at Ganpgunj. I 
tiiought that the deseciation of a temple vnuld irritate the Hmdos 
vay mucli and male matters woise. We thoefore went to the prin- 
cipal Muslnn leaders and suggested lha- m%bt do something to ease 
the situation. Therropon they issued a notice condemning the act and 
saying that whoever had done it lad erred against religion. Xo press 
wws open to print thb notice so it was duplicated and a few hundred 
copies dbtributed. 

1 hare been surprised to find that there b no deep feeling amongst 
tiie Hindus regarding thee temple deseciatiom A few of tiicm were 
deeply grie\-cd but most of them attached far greater importance to 
pcnonal injui)' and mentioned the temple madents almat casually. 

A dcploable faturc of the distoihance has been the treatment 
iecei\-cd bj' Muslims in the better class Hmdu mohidLa. On the night 
of the 7lh a poor Musalman, resident of tiie mohiilla, nearly ISled 
with doggers tw some wclttodo Hindus m their moAaHa- The nerrt 
day anolliet Mohamadan, Itafizoddsi, a Congress woitcr, tried to go 
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through the principal Hindu mohallc. He wis asVed not to risk it, 
but he refused to bcliese that any resident of those mo/wite would 
attack him as he vas personally known to all of them. He lived near- 
by and used to pass that way daily. So he went with another Mohama- 
dan. Tli^- were attacked and it is \ery doubtful if they would have 
escaped with their lives, if a Ilindn, the ccecutivc ofEcer of onr Muni- 
dpaiity, had not jumped to then- rescue and smuggled them into his 
house, 

On the 9th a gronp of Hindus and Muslims — P. D. Tandon, 
hfanac Ali, Zahur Ahmad etc.-inade a tour of the affected areas. 
In the Hindu mofwllas they lod to face a verv threatening altitude 
and in spite of Tandon’s presence, the hfuslims present narrowly 
escaped a bad beating. Even hfanzar Ali, although he almost looks 
like 3 Hindu and is very well-known there, was advised by a friend or 
two to ictire quietly into one of the houses. This experience was le- 
peated near Bliarti Bhawan. In both these places the Hindus who 
tlireatcned belonged to the belter classes. 

A very Urge number of men and women go to see the Ram Lila pro- 
cession, Tliese people found if difficult to go to their homes owing 
to the outbreak of the distuibances. Thousands wete thus toped up 
in small bouses, in some cases for two or three da>s. Two large 
Municipal lorries, meant for the removal of rubbish, were used on the 
Sth, 9th, lOtli and 11th to take these people to theii homes. One of 
the petty grievances of the Muslims is that the Municipality thus 
favoured the Hindus and removed Iheif /elhm’o/fls. As a matter of 
fact women weie chieBy taken. In one or too places stones weie 
tJiiown at the lorries. The dmcjs of both the lorries are Musalmans 
and Hindus wcic at Gnl not willing to trust them. But both the 
driveis worked very hard and even the Hmdu Sabha pioposes to show 
an appreciation of their work. 

The position now is tliat ibe minor cases have been disposed of. 

A number of major cases — moider, dacoi^' etc.— are still pending, and 
fresh reports are made daily. A hige number of these reports are 
probably false. Most of the perstms arrested so far are Musalmans 
chiefly because of the Mnapur incident. Police oEctrs are almost 
obviously partisan, each one tryar^ to hnour his own community. The 
Kolw’jl and most of the Sub-lnspoton being Muslims, there is a gene- 
ral impression amongst the Hindus that great favour b being shown 
to the Muslims by the authonties. I third, this is an exagerated im- 
pression. 

The Mohamadan leaders now propose Aval all cases be withdrawn. 
Thb coune was adopted in 1917 when a Hinda-Muslim riot occurred 
here. The Hindu Sabha strongly of^oses this. 
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I have ivritlcn these impressions in great haste and under fcs’cr. I 
am afraid there must be repdib'ons in tiiem and >aguc statements 
which the contal may not justify. But I did not wish to delay send- 
ing a report any longer. I do not tiunh it will be desirable for Oie pre- 
sent to give publieit)’ to my conclusions or impressions. 

fawahailal Nehru 


64. To Mahatma Gandhi' 


Allahabad 

24-1W4 


My dear Bapuji, 

I forgot to mention in my record of impressions of Allahabad one 
fairly important matter. A headstone from a supposed gra\t was re- 
moved secretiy one night during the disturbance. This " grave " has 
a short histo^. A small area in the heart of Albbabid lus recently 
been the scene of opcratioiu of this local Improvement Trust. Many 
houses have been demolished, a road widened, and ft was proposed to 
hare a small path. A grave rs-as howon dscovered under one of the 
houses and it was alleged by many Mussalmans that there were other 
graves also, and that the place was in fact a gravejard. As such they 
laid claim to the land. It is said that the grave in question is not a 
real one and was made in the course of fav houn to gire sbength to 
the Muslim case. The Magistrate enquired into the matter (long be- 
fore the riots) and held that the grave was a recently made one and 
the headstone had been brought over from some other older grave. I 
am mysdi inclined to thiiik that it is a fictitious grave. Howtscr, 
whetiier the grave is real or not, the headstone was undoubtedly removed 
during the riots. It is not fartnm who did it but very probably some 
Hindus must have done it 

The attempts to bring the Hindus and Mushms together have failed 
on account of the cases. The Hindus would not agree to the with- 
drawal of the main cases. 


1. Gandhi Ndini Cotrespondence, Gandbi Sniaiii: Sargr^halij-a, Stnal Ko. 10483. 
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MnnttliiTc an alfcinpt is bcini’ made by Kime Hindu? (o bojreH 
Miiditn AtjcUWc sliop? (ICunirdj), Hindu Kiin;’r(i» ha« ststled sliopi. 
Hindu butclicr^ lia?c aUo applied for licences. 

latlicT i$ gaing to Nagput lowjlit. Miulan: Ahiil Kabm Ajjd will 
meet litni tlicic tomnnoi?. I slull go to CoaUipur lor flic Pro>indil 
Confcicncc on ilic 2'3tli. 


Youn afliy., 
JiM-aliatial 


85. The Gotakhpur 'Swars]' Resolution* 


^irM liase jujt jceji jour comment on tlie icsoluiion rcUling to 
'SwAtaf paraed by Ibc Corallipiir Confctcnct*. May I be permitted 
to point out tint some of joiit icmatLs ate bn?cd on ineoTTCCt dab ? 
All the piocenling? o( the Conlhpur Confcrcncc-resolutionj, tpcechcs 
ctc.( Mtie In llinduilani and the report in tlie LeoJer is, I presume, 
Inscd on transLitinns and sumniana made by jour cunespondcni. As 
a result of this, a number of mistaLes liasc aept in. 

I1ic resolution on ‘Svsuraija', alter desiring llie Congress to dcGns 
the ssord, requested that llic dctinilion should stale that 'Svnnjju' 
mmnt piirnd tvctaniratu and that t1»c sjstcm of gosernmnil should 
be prfl/oluntnr, sshicli \?i! sbted and iindcntood to man ‘dcrnocratie’. 
llic word ‘republican’ ms, so tar a? I am awtirc, not thought of by 
any one. In inj speech I made cleat whit 1 undcrstowl by tlie resolu- 
tion. I’ctsonally I uid I sns for complete independence. I am against 
the idea of empire and of one country forcibly ruling over another. 
Hut the resolution, I said, did not go so far as that. It stated that 
India UiouW have full fic^onv and must base a dcinocratic rjstem of 
government. I-'ull freedom meant, I added, control over police, army 
and finances. If this frcttlom could be gained and hept consistenlly 
with a connection with Rngland, the icsolulion certainly did not taboo 
Such connection 'Ilic resolution did not aim at scpitalion from 
England but at full freedom. 

1. Utter to tliir Cd.inr, TIi* U«tn-, 7 l^embet 19M. 

2. At tlie Coialltmir Cmifcicnee of IMi an otBUKtwfuI allctrpt was midi to 
Urns about a eompromne brt««n ihe Nodiaogm. the Swaraints, ibe Inde- 
pciideBls and the Liboah 
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I alio laid stress on the (act that the resolution, wen if approved 
of and adopted by the Congress ssouW not alter the article of Congress 
and that article e^ressly leaves the question open and both those who 
believe in Dominion govenunent and in fuller freedom come under it 
The Congress Mould thus remain open, as it should, to every shade 
of opinion on tlie subject !t may be that the advocates of Dominion 
rule may bring round others to their view and at a subsequent stage 
make the Congress declare in favour of aich Dominion rule, whatever 
that may be. 1 shall personally, however, Ihe in the hope that both 
Indians and Englishmen will adopt the view that the only sane govern- 
ment for any country is a completely free government and that only 
thus can healthy friendly tdalions be established between different 
countries. 

1 regret deeply that this rcsolub'on of the Gorakhpur Conference has 
pained jou and made you think that to talk of common action is idle. 
Tliis was far from its purpose. You will, 1 trust, agree with me that 
it is all to the good that frank expression of views should bke place, 
and that fesv things are mote harmful to a people than suppression of 
opinion for fear of the consequences. And is it such i bad thing after 
all that tome of us should think and dream of an India not under any 
kind of duress, perfectly free to take the road of her clioice, and co- 
operating on an equal footing wiih other nations for the advancement 
of humanity? 

Yours faithfully, 
Jawalurlal Nehra 

Mbhabad, 

Nov. 5, 1924 


66. ToLalaLajpatRal’ 


14/11/1924 


My dear Labji, 

Your letter No. 2M2 dt. 7lh Not. There is some m)'5lery about the 
draft National Pact. 1 do not know much about it mj-self. Dr. Ansari 


1. A 1 C C. unnumbned File. 



CPstUt SrCHTTAHY ^ I.C^ 


soit me the irpott jmJ Wore the livt tncclio; cf the A I C C, at Alinicda- 
hid. N'o ons Jud any time to tc*l it ffopaly and tlie committee 
ultimately accepted tlic sug^ettkm that il thouW I« citcubted amongst 
tlic meinl<n. In accord, nice with tlut difcction I ha^c circubted it. 
Penonally I do not lliinl rnuch altcntbn «ill be paid to it now after 
llic Unity Confcimce. Ntalutmiji Jo far u I Vnow wai not at all 
in farair of sucli a pact. 

I thinl incKt people Intnr Hat tlsc Ijil repoH gi^ts Dr. Ansan’j 
>icwa only but in ca5e you wob to male tliis cleat, a itatcment an 1* 
made to tliC A-l C.C. at Bemlay. 

Yourj aineaely, 
Jan-abarlil N'ebiu 


m 
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t. To Sri Prakasa' 


Anand Bhau^n. 

Allaliabad 
7 Octotcr 19ZJ 


Kfy deal Sri Prakasa,* 

Your loving uclcomc Vitis pkaunt to read. Being very human tnj'self 
I cannot lielp being touched by my friends' warm greetings. But I 
confess I do not undentand why a fortnight in the Nabha jails* should 
have gi^m ine a push up torvards hcascn. I hare returned to Allaha* 
bad hsi« before after serving tnucli longer periods in jail but nobody 
tools much notire of rey return. Yesterday, however, there was quite 
a seething mass of humanity at llic station to welcome and embarrass 


met 

I have wired to Sampuctunand accepting the presidentship of the 
conference* Indeed I had little dioicc left and could hardly act other- 
wise. 1 feel that I am in a most unhappy position. It was difficult 
enou^ at any time and with ample leisure to have to prejate a presi- 
dential address. Tliis )ar it Is spcdally haid for the president to say 
anything worth saying or worth doing. I have a very fevv ^ 
me and they arc full up with engaecrnents. The Municipal Bwrd has 
kept all the important matters for me and I have to tadle them im- 
mediately. Local Congress allaio require IwUng into and renom elec- 
tion meetings arc being held. On top of tim I am not well, Vanou 
causes have conspired to make me mdeiposed and w-mL I have ^ 
felt quite so feeble phjVically for a long bme. Nothing senons is the 
matter but for Ibe prevent this docs affect i..y capaaty for work. 1 
can Innffy keep standmg for long. 1 hare taken almost an o5 day 


^ ^ UJ-J-CC. K2819J4. C«=al Se«Ury o{ 

at Omtrn ge, ^ j,^ ^ Commissioner lor Irda m Palisba, 


raslitrs. 

S. Tot the ane't 
■4, UiiitaJ Previm 

S, Jawaherinl war 


at Nabha see Vol I, Seeboa 5. 
ptovnicisl Coofococc. 

at this rime Ooinnan el She Allahabsd Xfunicipat Coird, 
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today and Iwvc spent fhc greater part of it resting in bed. From to 
montw I shall has-c no rest 

I shall gbdly stc>p ssilh )ou daring tlic conference dan. 1 propose 
to artire on the early rnoming d the 13Qi bj- the night train. I liase 
to be here on the 12lli evening for an imporbnt meetin| of Ihe Muni- 
cipal Board. 1 ssant to leare Benares as soon as 1 possibly can to go 
to Amritsar for a day and then to Jullundcr for the SiJJi League." I 
am sorry to har of Shha Prasad's anger at the conference. Hope he 
ttiH calm down. 


Yoors 3 By., 

Jawahatlal Xehm 

1 am afraid I ha\c no plroto of mine recently talcn. I might 6nd 
one of the old urnegenerate days in Ynglbh attire. 1^ you '«nt it ? 

6. Tbt Centnl SiUi Logee, s»t q» after 1919 »itli .Ma’istna GaDt&r» eoeoutaje- 
laat to protnMr tuhonlut f<ehng anosg the Slhi. 


2. Presidential Address at U.P. Conference' 


Our trial wns going on in Nabha and for many days s\c had been cot 
oS from the cmbiik world. A friend happened to gain admittance to 
the emut room and he wlrispercd to me that I had been elected presi- 
dent of this conference. Being \eiy bnmao 1 felt ebted at this rignal 
mad: of conEdmee and honour. Bat immediately I flior^t of the 
long line of presidents, fuH of nisdoin and courage, who had preceded 
me, and of the great respoosibni^ of tiiis oEce, and I shuddered at the 
prospect And then, bong human, 1 felt pleased at being in iaD and 
so escajang the burden of this (Csponrilxlity. But the Nabha Admiius- 
traJicpn has niEed otherwise. And the few days that have ebpsed since 
my discha^c under a suspended sentence, have been, I am ashamed 
to confess, days of iBness for me. Today I stand before you an object 
for pity and mdulgence. 


1. ]. N. MdceReijcoi Pijxw, NALMt. 

waj ai «mii not atteod ibe confoence bAd ra V’aitnaa t»t 
liu additw -m read la bn ab«fxe oa 1? Oefobw 192?. 
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and occaskmj to present a carefully thought cut 

ed 7 t, ^ address, ttbldi b usually printed and dislribut- 

}}J, /L .7 oppoitunily to do so, and e\tn if 1 had had 

Vnt, 1 . ’ ^ produced anjthing \roithy of record, 

non'r.^ chosen to east tliis burden <ni me at a strange and criHcal 
^ in out national history uhen risal tliconB and principles arc at 
f foundations of our great tnovcmeul foj 

/ ”r* ""C hnown it In the last three years or mor^ have 

s aten; when serweleo and crimirat bigotry struts about in the 
of religion and instils hatred and wolcncc into the people. Ute 
and wscst of guidance fa oecessaiy for us; how cau I presume to 
show the way? 

^ n^onth ago the Congress met in Special Session at 
0 hi* and arristd at same mamentons decisions. As a subordinate 
organisation ne cannot go counter to those decisions. We mwt ad- 
them and work them to the best of our ability. But I would 
hast jou consider where those derisions lerd us to. Let us be quite 
clear in out minds about our goal and about the manner of waclung 
it. TIictc was no doubt in us three years ago. 

In 1920 ani 1921 »e nerr full of faith and ronSdence. We did 
not sit down to debate and argue. Wc knew we were tight and we 
marched on from victory to \-icton. We felt the truth in us and eiery 
fibre of out being thrilled at the idea of our fighting for the right, and 
fightii^ in a manner unique and gloriom. These were hrart days, 
the memoiy of which will endure and be a cherished possession for all 
oi us. Then, out kader left us and, west and ivnstahlc and menn- 
stajit, we began to doubt and desjuir. The faith of old went and 
with it much of our confidence. There followed a year of strife and 
dispute and mutual recrinrinafioti, aijd all our energy was diverted to 
combatUng and diaVinating out crsUhile comrades in the nvsl camp. 
I’nKlianger and ncKlianger went for each other, and the average no- 
charger was not behind the prochatger in forgetting the basic lesson 
of nonriolencc and charity and in imputing the basest of motives to 
persons of a different way of We failed to keep even out 

tempers, how then could ne CTwrise right judgment? And so gradual- 
ly nonviolent noncooperation be^ to lose some of its fundamental 
fohucj and for many became an empty husk, devoid of real signi- 
ficance. 

2. The Special Sos'oo ef **** Conptss was held in die dnrd »k 1. of Septem 
hw 1923 Mauhna Aiad wa* ri* Pwwknt The Session passed a petnvis- 
siv» resDlibon DO "CoutinT wtiy and ewcuoig the nghl o( voUng at the 
forUnwning dretiocis", *> » OMnptmafce hetntw those m favoor ol Council 
entry and those opposed » » 
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TTie Dcllii Congress, it is said, has brouglit about a compromise be- 
tween the bso rival sciiools of thought and put an end to this long 
agon}'. Jf the Congress resufb in ending the bitterness and suspicion 
and in reintroducing in out politics charity of judgment and non- 
nolence in our thoughts, then indeed it Ins largely succeeded. But I 
do not think it is correct to describe the principal resolutions of tiie 
Congress as compromise resoluHons; they were only so in so far as 
certain groups acquiesced in them, I do not think there can be any 
real or stable compromise behveen the bso principal vicuTwints which 
hast been figtib'ng for mastery in the country. They arc fundamen- 
tally difierent. They arc both honourable methods and their advo- 
cates arc brave men and keen thinkers, but nonetheless tliey differ 
radically. 

Tiie Dellii Congress, it has been remarked, marks the end of non- 
cooperation. 1 wonder at any one, who has lived through tlie last 
three or four j-eais in India, making this assertion. It passes my com- 
prehension how even a resolution of the Congress can put sn end to 
a mighty movement. If India has at all imbibed the teaching of Mahat- 
ma Gandhi, if even a group of men remain true to that gospel, then 
noncooperation cannot die. And if all of ns arc utterly umvorthy of 
this teaching and inrapable of acting in accordance with it, wen tlicn 
a subsequent generation wDl widd the mighty weapon and prose to 
the world that this is the only way and the best svay which ensures 
tnre freedom and ends strife. Nonviolent noncoopoation cannot die. 
It has gone beyond the boundaries of our country and is the property 
of the world. 

I shall not presume to criticirc the Delhi Congress, but I do think 
that several of its decisions were opposed to the movement as started 
by Mahatma Gandhi; they were contrary to the basic principles, as 
sUted by Mahatimji, of nonviolent noncooperation. That cf course 
is no reason why wc shonld not chan^ our programme, if we are 
otherwise convinced that a change is necessary’. But even from the 
point of view of the origirral programme, I •welcome the Delhi decisions. 
They do mean a going back and it is alwaj-s difficult and painful to do 
so when one believes firmly in the old meAod. But I believe that this 
going back, or rather this pennission to othen to go back, was 
saiy at this stage. It may hare been possible for those who beheved 
in this, to get a verdict from the Omgress against any change. But 
I doubt if this would have done much good to noncooperation. 1 am 
not in the least afraid of difference rf opinion amongst ourselves. That 
must continue. But I confess to e’^eriennng a feeling of humiliation 
when I saw that oui noble movement, nurtured on high ideals and 
voluntary suffering, was being oopverted into hvo part)- caucuses each 
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Noting I'ti tnoncj' and ib energ}* to nisi'ng delegates «lio would lift 
^ tiierr fiandt at jfjg erf leaden. Noncooperation will 

prosper not by resorting to sneb Western political metliods and mano- 
eo'ics but by ib Mttrj purih* and ilnij?ilnesj and bj- its appeal to tbc 
ntisses, 1 alniost wish tliat the Calcutb Special Congress in 1920 had 
not accepted the noncoapoatiw policy and prtsgrammc. This accept- 
or orcnshclmed us fmm the 'cir tx^inning and lire weight of num- 
^ panlj-jcd us. \\'c could then bare matclied on as a compact 
r }'* sprang in our faith and in our discipline, and, at tlic right moment, 
cotnerted the masses and the Congress to our rienpoint. The 
process wis restrsed and we lose snlTacd accordingly. The basis of 
noncoopcfalion is direct action and this imohes continuous suffering. 
1^0 one Can expect large masses of people to indulge continuously in 
direct action. Only the tlcct aw do tlsat, and tlic masses ran sm- 
patliisc with tlicm and join them occasionaliy for a short while. If the 
Congress really represents (he people, it is mlural that it should at- 
tempt to go bach a little to some Imd of constihjtional action, when- 
e'tt large numbers of people are tired of direct action. To the eager, 
e\et ready for the fray, this is painful. But there is no room for des- 
pondency. Only a heavier burden is east on those who hast to beep 
the method of direct action alwaix before tlic people; they lusc to 
fight on whiliC the niiin army tests or is «ig3|ed in peaceful pursuits. 
Let them rest assured that nhen the time tomes the mam army will 
not fail tlicm. And so I am content with the Delhi decisioiw. Any 


attempt to force the issue would have Iiad unhappy resuis. 

'Vliat then is our aim and what should be our means t Our creed 
is short and simple but it slidtos nuny intoprtfations, We liar e made 
it abundantly clear that we are fighting feu complete freedom. We 
have not the slightest interest in prosineW autonomy of the transfer 
of sobjerts in the Goiciumcnt of fndo. F'ull mtemal freedom means 
tliat we must control the finances and the army and police. So long 
as we do not control tliese wc barc no treedom in India. This is the 
mmirnum. But the guotion has aiisen whether we should not define 
‘■Swaiaf in our creed as “Independeticc". PcnonsIIy, I shafi wicomc 
the day when the Congress declares for indqiendence. l am convinc- 
ed that the onlv propa and right goal fot India is independence. Any 
thme short of it, nhetlicr it is styled Dominion rule or a partnenhip 
in the Britbli Commonwcaltli of Nations or by any other name, is 
derc^atory to the dignity of Indo- There can be no peace or fnend- 
shirbetweeu India and England «cept on the basis of perfect quahtv 
.nd this .quality onnot be pl-rf » “ tndo tsBrns a„ ap. 

ptmdag. ol tilt Brttisl. E»P» » “X I* ..a» > to e.....y 
idStpoidoite, of het osm te ivit. thooscs to ally l.eodl to Cnjlind. 
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But that can come only after fiie attainment of independence. 1 would, 
therefore, on general grounds, strong^* advocate that ne should keep 
independence as our objecti\e. 

Another and an equally potent reason with ire is my belief that the 
British Empire today is an instniment for evil and it has done and is 
doing great harm. It is the solitary rcpresentatii-e of blatant imperial- 
ism on a large scale. 1 do not wish Inda to associate sirith thb im- 
perialism or be a part}’ in any nay to the etploibh'on of the people 
of Asia and Africa. It should be the business of India rather to fight 
this imperialism and to put an end to it. 

A third reason vhy I v.’ould like to keep independence als^-ajs in view 
is to change the oullooi of our people. The British Government in 
India by its subtle policy and meth^s has created an idea amongst 
many of us that Bntish rule in Indb a one of the inevitable things 
against which it is useless to contend. The N.C.O. mos’cment has 
largely shattered this idea, but it stiQ remains and the sooner it is re- 
moved entirely the better. I snppose there is hardly an Indun who 
docs rot in his hart of hearts desire independenct, but there arc many 
who dare not say so, many who think that it is onwisc to nuke fte 
assertion at this stage. Let us get rid of this mertalit)’, this cowardice. 
^^’e may not be strong enough to gain our object for a while, but 
should be brave enough to declare it and to work for it 
I would thefcfore keep the ideal of independence before the people 
and accustom them to it I am not desirous of changing the Con- 
gress aced at this stage. 'Tbb would ^vc rise to unnecessary debate and 
controvcisy and might narrow the Congress and exclude some people. 
Let us keep tfie Congress open for ad. ANTien the people have thorough- 
ly grasped and approved of the idea, the change in the creed will 
automatically fodo'.v. Till then it is not desirable to force a change. 

I liave already indicated tiiat 1 beb'eve in the noncoopeiation move- 
ment as inaugurated by Mahatma Gandhi. 1 believe that the salvation 
of India, and indeed of the rest of the world, will come through non- 
violent noncooperation. Violence has had a long enough career in tire 
world, it lus bren wdghcd repeatedly and found wanting. The present 
condition of Europe is eloquent testimony of the inefficacy of violence 
to settle anjihing, I believe that violence in Europe will go from o- 
cess to excess and will perish in the Barnes it has itself kinged and be 
reduced to ashes. Many people smQe and fling cheap sneers at the 
prospect of nonviolence es’er coining mto its own and directing the 
aflairs of men and nations. Thej’ point to the frailty of human na- 
ture and the unhersal prevaknre of anger and hatred and violence. 
] am afraid few of us arc free from flicsc. I know, to my sorrow, that 
, 1 am full ol violent thoughts and can with difficulty drag m)^^ back 
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to tbc straislit and jjarroiv paft. But those «J.a meet and smite s^-ould 
ao ''■til i[ tli^- Tcalisctl Hie jxmer of ideas and if fhej- studied the 
pio^css of lliis parlicular iika. For ft lias already canglil the imaci- 
na on of the HiinVcis of the tiwld and the Indian masses Ime been 
''Onclctfully affected by it. 

Noncooperafion and iiomtofcnce, tliese arc the h\Q essential in- 
S^iciifs of this nioscmcnl. 'Il» idea of noncoopention is simple 
enough, clear to the meanest iniclleci, hot nonelJielRs fnv of us had 
f^ialiscd it, acepting paitlj durin; llic Bengal partition dais, till Ma- 
hatmaji issued liis call to action. Hsil flourishes only because \se 
foicrate ft and assist in it TTie most despotic and tjTannical Govern- 
ment can only nti) on because the people it misgostMns tfionsches 
submit If) it, nngbnd Iiolds India in tondage because Indians o?- 
operate ssith Englishmen and iliercby slrci^then British rule. VMh- 
dfisv Uiai cooperalion and tlie fabiic of foieign rule colbpscs. TTiat 
fodou-s automaticalls. It tc<i«ires no proof. But in spite of the logic 
aiKl ol tlic incsitabdih’ of the lesull, many of iw cannot adopt this 
obiioiis metliod. Tlie subtlc pohon of Bnfish rule has oienatcd us 
and emasculated us and made cowards of us all. We have lost the 
spint of adicnluic and uc cannot tabe a lish esen though the prize 
l>c so splendid as the freedom of fndu. Tlie idea of noncoopersb’on 
has tilen toot and lias sunk down to the masses, but sustained courage 
is tacking to gfse outsvanl erptessioo to tJi'* idea. With many it is 
on ccosiomic rjucstior, But wliat sliall ne say of those ^ho e\en with- 
out this incentii-c give ihrif hmc and energy and money to organising 
mmimetablc functions for the Itonoor and glory of English officials? 
To such a dcplli has-e we sunk that men of intclligerre and edueab'on 
amongst us fhmt it re shame to hefp h their own dishonour. I makE 
no complimt of the Enghsh officials. Thes’ are brave men serving their 
country to tire best of their aWrty. I ocr men w«e equally 
brave and would think- as o/Sm of the honour and dignify of fhe.r 


I Brnhlxlkjc !n lie 8“' ”™™1oic= las 

nolliing to do «itk co...dto or orolo® Mtoji rrpjrtodly stol- 
cd thit to’W liolroce is prrfmbk l« “"■■d"- F™' ™d co,r»rd.« 
art lira ptolot .te and .nhapp.lj «= te-o oongh o( Ihrm a, o«r 

«. » 4 o-ta oka^n to „„,„d .„a„k « 
... [Iicitte root out fliis tmratditrr and gne it na sWter. Aboie all, 
let ,t not imroomde. » “ nnfrntofclr doB ai oooriotec 
•'A woiM of cvtI” ^ ricndinian, B preferable to emasculat- 
ed good " Tlrere much soppiness and softness in us, too much 
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emasculated good. One is almost drittn to the condusion that »c 
are inaneh' and passirelj good, iF good that is, because tliis is the path 
of least resistance and because wc base not the courage to be evil. 
We dare not sin, though we Ihint of it often enough and would Ite 
to do so. This is a hateful condilioiL It is dishonest, neuter and 
h)‘pocritical. Bett« the honest man of csal who sins consdously and 
hiossingly and with the strength that is in him. When he reforms he 
will be a tower of strength to the cause of good, because his foundations 
arc strong. But the mandy md htpoaitially good can be of use to 
no ause. There is no strength in than, their foundations are laid 
on the shifting sands. And so thae is no place for the cos'Urdly in 
a nonsiolcnt mo\-enicnt. Better a man of siolence who I»as the cour- 
age of his conxictions. 

I am laring stress on this question of nonviolence for it is wdl that 
we should be dear about it after some rare of suspension. There has 
apparently been a recrudescence of the violent rrcolutionary mos-emait 
m Bengal. 1 can appreciate the impatience and bnpng for freedom 
which impels many a jotmg man to violent action; I can admire the 
reckless courage which does not count the cost But I cannot under- 
stand how ansone imagine that sporadic wolcnce can bring freedom 
nearer to us- Freedom is our r^t and, according to old costem and 
the ordhary law* of nations, we are entitled even to resort to violence 
to aehiese it But ex-eo freedom would be a doubtful and a tatntal 
thing if we base to resort to foul means to gain it. I pray that tiris 
fate may now oveitaVe our great movement \'iolence may be pisti- 
Eed undo certain circumstances, but it must be open and above board 
and straightforward; but no circnmstances will iustih' secret Jailing, 
the da^CT of the assason and the stab in the daib. N'o nation has 
vet profited b)- these methods; Ibev- but suHv a great cause and alienate 
world sjmpafty. On no account therefore can we talc to the bomb 
and the And those who nnthinlingly adopt these methods 

injare the cause thev have at heart We cannot even think of open 
and oiganised violence. Wc have rcaDr little choice left in the matter, 
and even if wc did nOt on otiicf grounds prefer it, we would he drivai 
to nonviolent noncooperation. Brdshewsir and Fasemn are the wav's 
of the M'esi today. They are rtalK alike and represent diSereot phases 
of insensate violence and intoloance. The choice for us is between 
Lenin* and Mussolini* on the one side and Candhi on the other. 
Can there be any doubt as to who represents the soul of Inda today? 


J (1870 l«4J; the ardutecl of d»e Bolibmk rrvotatxw ro Rosai of 19!»- 
1 (1SS1.W51; Fa«ist dalator of Ibh bm J921 tffl ku aecotwn m W>. 
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Wu mjdc Ihc clmicc moic Ihm Hm ,g„. sj,e ci,„e a,, 
pw of nanviolsncc and suffering, of direct action and peaceful revolu- 
on. 'rom fliat tfi«e is no going back. There may occasionally ap- 
pear to be some slackness or some change. Wc may have out bad 
patches and our monietih of despondency'. Bub fhc vision once seen 
rannot be forgotten and the ^oiy of suffetuig for a great cause will not 
M gi\CT up. Again and again the dunce will come to us, and while 
fhc uise argue, the bras-e will go forth, heeding nob the consequences, 
full of joy at the thought that they hate been pmil^ed to sctst the 
great cause. Learned disputations (aJf placf f/eqaenth' l» the coon- 
try about the preparation for civil disobedience. Much tan be done in 
dBciplinmg the people and in creating a faiounble atmosphere. But 
courage and the uill to suffer cannot be instilled into the people by 
lectures or tours. Personal etamplc alone can do it and it may be 
that a little incident rnaj elcctnfy tlic whole of India and make us 
Uimth a tnighrty eampaign of ti«i disobedience. TiB tiiat time cornea 
wc may have many opportunities gwen us of testing our mettle and 
hardening our fibre, Let m lake adiuntagc of them and keep the 
practice and ideal of direct action and peaceful reiolob'tm ever before 
the people, N''e need not woni about pppoThmilies and chances. 
Tliey 'ftHl surely come to us. Let us see to it that they find us ready 
when they do come. 

But OUT suffering would seise lilile purpose il we cannot deal sanely 
with out communal questions and evircisc the spint of stnfe and 
bigotry. A few broken heads mailer little but the reason for this does 
mallet. It is most strange Bial lor the most Invial things, for chil- 
dish superstition or silly prejudice people take risks and lose their rea- 
son in a sea of anger. The vital ihin^, the real things that matter 
pass unnoticed. Ignorance and bigotry put an end to all rational 
thought. It is almost useless to argue or convince Religion is de- 
graded and in its name are done flic most shameful tilings Indeed 
religion lias become the excuse for many sins It has little sanctity 
left and it is trotted out in season ^nd out of season and all argument 
naturally ends. We seem to base drifted back to a state of affairs 
which presailed in Europe dunng the dark ages when to think ration- 
ally was considered an evil. 1 think it is time for persons who wish 
to regard religion as something good and sacred, and the exercise of 
rational thought as essential for hnman prtjgrcss, to jjrotest with all 
thar might against all kinds of l^tiy and supastibon. 

A great deal is being said in the press and from the platfonn a1»ut 
the prfltcction of communal hilctesb U is reported that associabons 
lor the purpose are being formed So far as 1 can gather all this sound 
and fury Iwie little to do wrifli acHon. We have little courage left for 
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effective action. Our Jiclplcssncss enrages us and so we camouflage our 
Icai with hraAc Avoids and not daring to stand up to our rca\ opponent 
we attach our brotlicr and our ndglibour. 'Ihat has ever Iiccn liie 
way of slaves. Tlic Dellii Congress lias done inucb to bring peace. 
Let us endeavour to put an end to a]l activities wludi arc directed 
against another community and nmeentrak on the main issue. 
have no lime for mutual sUrmisbes. 

1 wish to say little about tl\c cettification of live Salt Tax* and the 
Kenj-a decision,® Enough lias Irccn said atwut than already. Tlicj’ 
but strengthen our contention tlat Imrfcm is the only remedy and 
noncooperation the only means. Even Mr. Sliastri, with his abundant 
faith in the impetul idea, has reconsidered his position and suggested 
methods closely aVin to noncooperation. Even so will wisdom dawn 
on otliers. Nor do I vvish to say much about Nagpur or tlie brave 
£ght that was pul up ilicte. Oiu province tooh a wortlsy part in it. 
and ncKharger and prtvehanger foined hands to vindicate the honour 
of the national flag. Today all eves arc turned to the nortli where 
the gallant ALahs arc ehallcn^ng the might of Government. Tltey 
have taken up the proud position of the vanguard in our army of 
freedom and thq- arc fully worthy of it. I am sure your hearts go out 
to them in full sympatliy and admiration, and when the time comes, 
as come it will, we will not be lading irr our support of Ihcm. 

I have nearly finished. I would hot remind you tliat no fight a« 
go on without continuous prqaralion behind the lines. Tliat is dull 
work but it is essential woiV. The nal lest of our perscvcfance and 
ability is the success we achieve in tire constructive programme. We 
should therefore strengthen out Cot^ess Committees and, above all, 
laVe the mesage of hheddor to every home. That was the last word 
of the Mahatma when he went to jail. W^e shall forget it at our 
peril The Delhi Congress has suggested various hinds of activity. 
Every one of us, whatever bis views may be, can find something to 
suit him. No one can offer an excuse for shilling work. 

Before I end I would roentxm a predecessor of mine in this office, 
one whose life is one long record of suffering cheerfully borne for the 
sake of the counti)'. Maolana Ilasiat Mobani offered battle to the 
British Government and went to )a3 long before noncooperalion had 
made jan^going an easy matter. Bravest and staunchest of the soldieo 

5. The Cental Legi^litve AsieinliW lefoscd to anlhonse an increase w 

all tax. tut tlie CoseiPwCtnciat entfied it as necessary for fioaticwi 

sUMity 

6. The Cofi|^s had condenmEd the altitude of the Britsh Government m 

Kenya tnxards the lodiani icsdent Acte 
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of ftccJoiii, wliom nclliing co«M dncit or turn awa)’, tilio would net 
am gi't in to liii comnda, much lest to an alien Coirrnment 
in jail, sening out a long sentence; lie lias been awarded another 
sentence of 21i jean for a jiul offence. Hie Cosemment pciliaps think 
tli.it th:\’ can break Ills spirit or (lighten liir) by this sliockmg and 
lindicthc scnlcnec. lliey little know him. I am sure tlial jour deep 
sjwpithy and grettings wit! go out to tins hi^lit ^c^sc! of our province. 

t Imc Iiad iny say. I wisli to awnre jon in all honesty that 1 am 
hill of hope. I have little patience with the pcssimisli and CToalcn. 
i am cominced that jwbtital (ictdoiii will come to us lieforc long, if 
not entirely tlirougli out strength, then through the wcalncss of Europe 
and [’ngbnd. Tor Etiiopc is in the melting pot, and Englaiit], with 
all liw seeming might, cannot hnl he affctietl by the collapse of ific 
Continent. Wars and the rumonrs of wais follow each oIIik in quick 
snetession. *llic) will continue till the Icssm of nonviolence U learnt 
by bitter ciperience. So political ficcdom for India b ecrUin. But 1 
sometimes fear that when it comes to us it may find us Licking in true 
strength and the greater qialitks. And instead of being a shining ex- 
ample to the rest of the world, India may Ixcomc but a rbcap and 
inefTicient rqilica of the countries of tl>c West. Let us tale tlic longer 
fmm now and try to avoid tWv, and build up a great and strong 
India, wortliy of the great leader whom Cod haa blessed us with. 


a. To the Student! of Allahabad' 


rdlow students, 

1 venture to address jtni as one of yourtehes althougli it is many jeart, 
more jean thin 1 care to remember, since I left tho narrow sheets and 
broad backs of Cambridge, Bol the memory lingers, and the desire to 
team and seek the company of books. The whirlpool of politics has 
caught me for the present, an unwillinK victim, but often 1 cast a 
wistful e>e on the days llial arc no more and sometimo wish that the 
fates may be kinder to me in the future. 

1. This leaflet. dutrSxited widelv « d* t«o. » <0 be found in [. N. Corrn 
poivdfnce, NAtML. 
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But 1 desire to speak to jou about the VicCToy’s comirg sisit. How 
is he coming here? In what capacity? And «liy are some people 
desirous of welcoming him? Not as a great bwjcr, or a diplomat, 
or an ctpctienccd statesman, or otm as a nun of note. He b coming 
here as the Viceroy of India, the head of tlic Gosemment of Indb. 
and as such you arc asked to welcome him and show’ him honour. It 
b not a personal matter. It happens tliat Lord Rading b the V'iccroy 
today. But whocser the person occupying the olBce might have been 
you would lu\e been asked to join in Htc svclcomc. For thb welcome 
is to an institution and to an idea. Tlic institution b the Brilbh Co- 
emment in India and the idea is tlic idea of Britbh rule in India. U 
anyone desires to cxliibit his love for the present Gosxrirmcnt in India 
and all its works and a wbli tliat it may continue for an indefinite 
period to go\cm India then only sliould he rightly participate m these 
welcomes and celebrations, It b not a question of any dbeourtesy to 
Lord Reading. 

It b said that we must impress Lord Reading with the importance 
of Allahabad so tlut the capital may tenuin here. It b hoped, I SuP" 
pose, that a w'atin welcome will melt hb heart and incline him favour- 
ably towards our city. And in tins Ihcly expectation of faswr to come 
we must put aside all wider Issues and principles, forget the national 
struggle, forget the sonow and suffering and join in the paean of wd* 
come. Is it worth thu, the change of capital? And u thb the way 
to bring about a clunge? 

Our joining in the welcome means our giiang a certificate to Govern- 
ment for ib past and present policy. It means an acquiescence, if not 
approval, in the continued incarceration of Mahatma Gandhi, in the 
certification of the salt tax, in the shamefully weak policy of the Go- 
s-emment in i^rd to Kenyx Abow all it means an approval of what 
b happening today in Bengal and the Punjab. Do you wbh to set 
your seal of appros-al on the use of the Regublion of 1818, and the 
spinting away of people withonl charge or trials? Hase you not read 
of the agony of the Sikh people? little news is allowed to come but 
we know that Gmerament b trying its utmost to crush the brai-e and 
gallant people who with their ^cks to the wall are fighting for their 
very nbtence. They ask for your sympathy, for a gesture of encourag^ 
ment Will you not esen send your sympathy in thb hour of their 
trial? W^ill you not make that gesture? Do not participate, I pray 
you, in the wdeonses and the celebrations attending the Viceroy's visit 
Let the Viceroy and hb Covemment know that you strongly dbap 
prove of their poliq. Let Bie ^iliaiit Sikhs see flib gesture of yours 
and draw cnconragejncut from it Let emptv footpaths and empty 
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cliain fpcaV out (fie ini’nds of (he ttadents of Albhsbad on the pre- . 
sent poHcj" of Gosfmment. 


October 27lli, 192? 


fassahatlsl Nebm 


4. Telegram to Devadas CandhP 


Allahabad 

I6|aniiai7 1924 

Vour fct^rain. All most anxious* here. Conscj cut Icn'ing homage to 
Bapu. 


JannharUI 

1. CandtiiNtlin) Onrerpendenet. (?aD4l>i Smwa^ Sinphsbn. Ssial No Slid. 

2. Sfifiatna Candhi uodenent an eperihen fee t^endintii os 12 Jaacti; at the 
Siimon IforpitsI ifi fooni. 


S. To Devadas Gandhi' 


Allahabid 

18/1/1924 


My dear DcsidaSy 

And so 50 a and a few olhns monopolised Bapu and you would 
Uve others leep Bisaj, Tt is well for Bapu and I hope your instruc- 
tions Kill be obeicd, But some nnfortimates would have been tre- 
mendousl) cheered h- even a distant jjimpse. Specially when *e 


1 . Gandhi Nehra Conerpuinln'ce. Caodbi Saank Sjnpahabp. Smal No. 8150 
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swoid of Damocles is alwaj^ IIjctc to tfircatcn them and remind them 
of a quieter, if duller, notld. Too man)' odd jobs and not a fov wor- 
ries have succeeded in mahing me c\cn more cscitablc and cantanhcious 
than I ever was, and a sight of Bapu would have been good for me. 
As it is 1 am afraid it will be a lorrg time before I have the chance of 
seeing him, 

You will wonder wliat f am vniting about. Tire fact is I luivc done 
my utmost to land myself in jail. 1 have taben part in a petty riot and 
1 richly deserve a spell of jail to quieten my over-excitable nature. Y'ou 
may or may not have read about an incident at the Sirngam here a few 
days ago. Malaviyaji, greatly put out by a silly order of tlie Ma^- 
tratc, decided to offer Satyagralu. It uas difHwlt for me to restrain 
myself when there was talk of Satyagraha specially by ^^aUv^yoji and 
on 1 went, hkc the men of the L^ht Brigade, with little thought or 
reasonii^. However it « something to be tricrl for a disabcdicnce of 
law with Malaviyaji as one’s co-accused. Tandon, Krishna Kant, Rama* 
bant’, Manzat Ali and many others were there. So it will be a mcny 
company. But I do not like the idea of going to jail on a false issue. 
And then 1 miss seeing Bapu. 

It is by no means certain yet that ttic case vvOl be started but it is 
Itighly likely. If nothing happens 1 propose to go to Bombay on the 
28th. Tire \\''orlang Committee will probably meet on the SOth there. 

My loving regards to Bapu but don’t worry him by any mention of 
me. 


Y'ouis aSy^ 
Javvabailal 


2. Tlie eldest snn of Findit \bdan Mt^tao XlaksT)} 
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f. To Syed Mahtnud' 


Anand Bha\i’an 
Allahalaad 


My deaf Mahmud, 

TlianVs for )oiir letters and enquiries. [ ani\ed here today. 1 hare 
had some ferer since I left you at Lar Road Station. Houerer I went 
to Nangarli and Bridgemangunj as amnged. I hare still got some fem- 
penture, I presume a short rest ujl jwt me right. 

'Haiils tor the manuscript address. I tlwught I had ctplamcd to you 
that I could not touch It or alter It It is almost physically impossible 
for me to do so. So far as I am concerned it is done uith. 

May I say a thing lu you nhkh I ha>« rranted to say for some little 
time? Wiy are you so emotJonal, or rather nhy do you eshftit your 
emob'on' so much ? Surety snoifon should not be diespened, it is too 
valuable a commodity. TTic teaching of the Wet has made me wlue 
Testraist a great deal and I feel that ue as a nee are contmualiy indulg* 
ing in emotionalism and l«sening out activity theeby. ^\'e pitch every- 
flung In too high a hey. And that is my standing complaint against 
Urdu i Persian poetry. It feels lile “soppiness", 

I have not read wholly your Urdu letter yet as it tales me some time 
to read Urdu and I have to write an answer soon as youi man is returning. 

I hope you have found evtiy one well at home. I have had no news 
since 1 came and do not brow what Mohamad All is doing. 


Youts aEy,, 
Jawahaibl 


]. Sjtd Matimud Paptrs, NMMX. 
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7. Message to the Valkom Satyagrahis’ 


! thoroughly sjmpalhisc uitli the Thlms* and otlier KHallcd Un- 
toucliablcs and Unippioadiablcs in thdr gtiCT’ances against the caste 
Hindus in the South. 1 trust that fhn wfll stand up for their rights 
and b\ Uidr Rrmness rcmo\e all tlieir giicvanca. I hope also that the 
caste Hindus snll not deny their brethren the ordinary rights of human 
beings. 

!. 17ir Bombaj ChrenicU, 11 April 1924. 

SJt)-Jgralu in \'Mkom in Kttab an action agaimf the ebrare of temple 
road] to lover caste Ilindas. 

Z. A rommunihr oF tCenta vhich «as lor hn^ ctasufed at hubiard. 


8> To Syed Mahmud* 


Anand Bhawan 
Allahabad 
1.1274 

My dear Mahmud, 

.. .1 presume you do not nish to distress and embarrass me or my wife 
and )et you effectually succeed in doing so by sending brge numbers 
of gifts mthout any apparent reasoo. It is obsious that our wevpobb 
on the subject arc as the poles apart For niore than a year I think 
I have been b^ging you not to send roe anything but sou have not 
perhaps taken me seriously. 1 would beg of vxiu again not to pain 
and embarrass me any more bv sending gifts. Our superfltwus cash, 
if we have any, can be utilised to much bettn advantage than by giving 
expensive presents to each other. Tbere are manv people who starve 
and the TTlak Swaraj Fund is still tiacrc. 


I. Sved Malimad Papers, NALMX. Extnsti. 
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Youn aBy.. 
Javrahailal 



»• To A.m. Khv».|»l 


MBCELUNEOUS 


25 Weslem Hostel 
Raisins, 
Ddhi 
2S/2I2S 

My dear Khwaja, 

1 could not answer your letter as E uas bedridden owing to an opna- 
rion*. E\tn ntnv [ am not pennitted to sit up propeily. 

! have seen your statement /n the papen. I must say that it is a 
'tty unconvincing doatment. Anyway it has failed to convince roe. 

I ttiinL you were entirelj in the wrong about the address aFait*. This 
fas nothing to do with cooperation w ooncoopeiatian. Esen before 
noncoopmtion it was a bad and ait undipiified thing for public bodies 
to present addresses to Goscmois & Iheir iind and I trust that this 
tnost unwhoiesoRie practice wilt end <|vite apait from the suspension 
or otherwise of noncoopcralion. I am ool aware ol any country where 
addreses are presented to Co'emoB in tlie manner we manage these 
affain in this damnable ccuntcy. I am also convinced that we do not 
adrance the interests of our hfunidpalities by trying to tielife the Miiity 
of out Govemofs. If we have any request to maVe it is up to us to 
have 3 business interview with the officer conormed. The idea that 
our requests can only be contained m silver caskets docs not appeal 
to me, 


Ever youR, 
Jawaharlal Nehru 


I. Khviaia PapCTt, NMML 

L [jwahitlil had had a minor cpnatwn m Ddhi in Februij 192?. The «iigeon 
«ai Dr. Ansaai 

J. K)t»aia. M Chairman of .Migwh MaicipaliW, had read god pcnoited < civie 
addrosa lo the Gov'emor 
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published recently. Do jou agree with it fully? Or do you think it 
docs not go far enough or loo far? In ease you agree with it will you 
support it m its entirety in the Council of Stale and elscnvhcre? ^^'hat 
otliCT eUcetive steps would you suggest our taking to gain our object? 

You will forghe me 1 ht^ (or inflicting tliU long letter on you. I 
dislike elections being run on personal grounds, Votes should be asked 
lot and given on grounds of principle alone and the fullest publicity 
should be given to the principles for which the candidate stands. 

1 shall thank you for a full answer and shall also imite you to tnake 
a public statement on the questions touched upon in ihk letter. 

Yours sincerely. 

Jawaharlal Nehru 


12. ToRalaMotlchand' 


Anand Bbawan 

Albhabad 

25.5,25 


My dear Raja Sahab, 

! thank you for your letter of the 24th May and for the trouble you 
have taken to send a detailed nply. I am afraid you arc not quite 
conect in thinking that 1 am a ’‘declared supporter of the Swaraj 
Party". In some matters they hare had my sympathy and 1 have pre- 
fen^ them to a certain extent to othen wcnking in the Councils. But 
in the past I have difieied from them also in many ways and I have 
not so far supporred them in anv way either by my vote or otherwise. 
It is probable that in the Council of State elecbons I may not take 
am’ p&A. J Am amt vjiw .mivib .intoxESted .in Jth/m Jlut J cannot bind 
myself down to any prticular course of action. The situation charges 
daily and 1 annot say what 1 shall do sue months hence. But you 
are right in assuming that the Swarajist viewpoint, alSiough not mine, 
is nearer to mme than youn is likely to be 


1. J. K. Coneipoiidwee, NiitML. 
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I ''tok lo jOTi i\ well ai Mijot Dube* on tbc wbjtrt of \mir tw'j 
p«»l.an Ik«iwc 1 inicroted in llio« and I could m no pub- 
lic annnnncrfnfnl about tlirm. | cnticclr dnagjrc {he Wo» {liJt 

ft) Jffl riertton or claim a vote n a penoiut nuUcr for one’j (riendj 
ant) stippoftcn onlj. If « j duh uluch cti) candidate o«ts to the 
cVetorafe aj well si ihc fencnl public to ptneUim claiK and fullf 
•hat he jtjndi for. riinoplei iliouU get lotrs, not pcrtonalitics 
I am gtid to Icam llial mu opnoicd t!ic Bcnral Oidinance in the 
Cotmnl of State. 

I cntittly agree wilh jwi that nlial k icqtiiitd h not onb political 
hilt tTonomK and eduealional woiL We bait been cndcamuiing to 
do the l»HcT and I would invite jow rotipraaiion in maling national 
criiJfalwfi and the ihaddit and cfiatlh^ motement a fticioi. 

Votin tineereb, 
Jawhatlil Kchni 

. 4. Mjf* Ran hiwl Owk tl<7I|9U|. aftci rvnf imm n( )«)irt} la liidoie 
Stjle. wt up f»»(ri£« at ih< AruhihoJ Ont m I0|e. 


IJ* To Sy*d Mahmud' 


Anand Bliawan 

Albhabatl 

vms 


My dat Mahmud. 

I am afraid I can do nothing for Haml*. TIic of lupcnnlendent 
of cduntion in the municipaUlv would luw suited him perhaps hut 
1 hate no (rntictlion wffh the lioaiU now. Tlic place is getting worse 
daily and I would not fihe to go rear it. I farow of no other post. I 
shall ccifimly liar Ilawt in mind. Pol little n hlcly to come my 
way. 


t Sijtil Milinuid Papot, NMMI. 

2. Ilauu Mnliammad lljjat, from Alicaili. ntfetirjr to MJuhna Mohimad Ali. 
paitinpaltd in mtncoopflalioB irmtuKDi andwois tg Loud™ •vi!> KhiVit 
deVgasmn 
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10. An Invitation' 


To celebrate tfirir fathe^l 6ilh bitihday 

Jsw-aharlal N'eiim, Vijaja Lalshmi Pandit and Krishna Kumaii Nehru 
^oulcl liVe 50 U to join them at a Boole Tea on Monday, April 20, at 5.30 
pm. Yon should represent a ndl liunm booh in English. Hindi or 
Urdu, or any other booh of intematicmal iqjubtion. You will be re- 
quired to guess the names of the boohs represented hy otiim. The 
highbrows who inaht Uic largest number of correct guesses will be in- 
stalled in seals of honour and presenfed with soiucnits of the occasion. 

There will he lea (or sherbet if ywi prefer it) with tlie usual eata- 
bles (coeogem being used where rjoeessar>). If you stay lotJg enough 
sou may hast ice cream and home made Icmoriadc also. 

An answer conveying your acceptance of this iosibtion wtH be ap- 
preciated, 

Aiund Bhawan, 

Allahabad 
April 15. 1925 


l. Sred Mibrnud Psjxn. N-MML 


11. ToRu]aMot1chand' 


15 May 1923 


My dear Raja Sahab,* 

I thani you for your Tcltn of May Znd I am sony for the delay in 
ansuoring it. 

1. ). N. Ccnespoodence, Nil ALL 

2. (IST&19M]; a kadm^ mdubiatBt oi Varanan. 
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^^t$CtXLA^TO^J$ 


Most of «s, 1 suppcrte. ate for a free Intlia. Our object is the same 
thoiigli cut degret-s of camestnwi pitgUt differ. Tlic teal question is 
limv one fares the ptoblcms of the d«. You are aiiare tlut I hold 
faitly ndical and ntrcinc \ics« as icptds flic niclhods we should adopt 
to ttd ourschts of the moibiit of alien role. I «-ouId hardly expect sou 
or others similarl) placed to agree nith me in esersthing 1 do or pro- 
pose. Dill I do ttpcct a certain nirntmum of cffoit for Sisaraj, a cer- 
tain degree of opposition to and mistance of Co\'cminenl where ihcit 
propsalj ate clearly againil the honoar or the interests of the conn- 
liy, and a certain sjinpathy nitli those who at considerable sacriEce 
are inarcliing almd of otheo on the llwtny path which leads to fret- 
dom. Any person ssho does not allam this minimum h a hindrance 
to Swaraj. 

'llictc are at prcsctil some clcarU defined patties in the counliy, Do 
)DU Ixlorg to any of them? In flic past krit you belonged to any 
paity? You have been a ntemher of lire Cotincil of State for many 
jean. May I know if you hast been a regular attendant at its meet- 
ings? I ask this as I am mfonned tliat you have hardly attended a 
single iiiecthig during the last two yatj. You will 1 tout agree with 
me that it is an etpensisc hjroiy to lose a legislator ssho takes no m 
terest in his work. 

I am also infonnesl lliat on the occasion of the stitmg on Bengal 
Ordinance* you sidcsl vsiili Covemroent. 1$ this correct? You will 
remember that the ssholc countiy-lnchiding eseiy party-condemned 
this ordinance, Any person wlio voted in favour of such an illegal 
and improper procedure of Govcmmcnt and apinsl the dcchicd wish 
of the country can hardls' be said to have attained lire minimum men- 
tioned by me above. 

A sotcf must Inovv ssherc his candidate stands and what be is likely 
to do if an emctgcncy arises. Tlic Indian naflcnal stnigglc is not like- 
ly to colbpsc flit su«css is obtained but many things might happen 
before then. Repression will tcpcalcdly be indued in l^' Gosemment 
On which side can one expect you to be when this contingenev' arises? 

Your must have read the minorily report’ of tlic Reforms Committee, 


h Tlie Bmpl Oidmitw, pronvulptrf m aiolw W2-». pravidcd far Ihe anevt 
rf surpccts witlitKil wsnanl. iVeii drtenbon and ctinSwlion of Ihnr property 
nitliout trial , , 

■1 In 19H a Convmilirt nndet Sir Alexaadcr Mudduiun »as set up DJ Ine 
Covmment of India to fxwntw tlie notlios of the 1019 Rrfortns The 
maiorltv of the mcnilwi, I'lrce Bntrih and two Indians, held that their fun- 
ction i.3s rcstiiLtcd to tccommendiiig methods for the letter vixuiitij of 
dyarchj- ^ minoni) of foul Indons uicliiding Sit Tej Bilndur Sapni, boss 
h-er, held that diutcli; "as umottable 
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.vLtcrn) wonts or jawaiurlu. Knnto 


Father k not here for me to comnit on the point of Oudh Taluqdan 
Law jou lia\o tncntioncJ. It is hardly necessatj- to Irouhle him as 
the Act is dear enough (Act 1 of iSfi9), All loluqirj sshether 
thes- arc Clnistbn. Muslim or Hindu ate gos-cmcd hv Uib Act in Matten 
of inlicritancc. 1 am surpiiscd that none of our worthy cnllmsbsts 
has raised the cry that rc^on las been atbcled because the personal 
law of fflluqdari has been chained I Your question can only be ans- 
sstred after one bncm-s in whidi list the tuIuijiiuT'j name appart. Four 
lists were prepared under the AcL The first is a gencnl list of all 
fduqim and grantees. The hw for cadi of the otiier lists is dif- 
ferent from the other. In some cases as in list 2 all estates are im- 
partible— in other eases personal b«- is applied. You had better con- 
sult the Act. It B a small one. 

You hjs-e sent so many Icechcca that we do not know what to do 
with them. 

For heaven’s sake don't call jour son Jawabailal Jawalur bj‘ itself 
might pass, but lire addition of ‘laV males it odious. 

I ha« no idea who will preside at flic Cawnpore Congress, nor am I 
v-etj much mtercsted. Brehtter’s » closed today and I am afraid I 
may not have time tomorrow to 50 to them. I shall try. 

I go ta Dilbousie day ailn to morrow. My addies there is Hurst 
Lodge, 

Plcare ^v< my love to sour children and apolt^c to them on my 
bAalf. I appreciate their bttle notes but I feel diffident in answtnnS 
them. 

Youn aSy, 

Jawahailal 


14. To Syed Mahmud' 


Charnba 

1&6-25 


My dar Mahmud, 

Fsftei's asthma has been tmsbling htm greatly. It has brought on 
insomnia in its train He was shwh' recwenug at Da&ous's and we 


1. Sj^ Mahnod Pjpm. NiLMX. 
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SWJ) ’inUMlfD 


A. »t. kimiiv 1925. 




MKCEU.INEOUS 


{ook a liftle trip ia the interior of lire hitb «i Uie hope ibt it would do 
him good. He did in fjcf gel hettn. We ejintd in Clismbo ^cjteida/ 
m (he afternoon. 

In the n-ening non came oF C. IL, Dar* daili the day before’. Tlic 
shock lus km \ttj' great for liiro and bit atthnia has rclumctl and is 
W0T5C than esei, We rested here today to him some relief and rest 
tut he is too upset to talc advanbge of it Wc return to Dalhousie 
tomorrow. 

CJambi is a pretty little pbee on the hanks of the Rasa ssatljin easy 
reach of (he high moimfain passes. Tlietc are TuimctottS trips for any- 
one who IS a bit of a moonfainect and tan do still climbing at li^h 
altitudes. I hope that m the future t sliall hast an opportunity'of risit- 
ing some of these hfeh wUeya. 

1 slull pfobahly go doss-n from Dalhousie on the 25t!i. After a couple 
of days in Lahore ( return to Allahabad and then I go to Calcutta. 

ypurs afily, 

Jawalutbi 


16 jiuit iws. 


IS. To Nlahaianl Cblnboo Seindia' 


2.825 


Your Highness, 

I rceeised your kind letter on my return to Allahabad from Calcutta. 
I must confess that I find it diKcolt to acknowledge it and to express 
my (hanks for your exceeding cointcsy. Your Flightless has been good 
enough to convey your appreciation of an act of mine which both as an 
Indian and a citken of AlJahahad it was my priviltge and duty to per- 
form.* 1 availed myself eagerly of an oj^rtonity to pay a humble tri- 
bute of respect to the memory of a peat Irulbn wfio had laboured, and 
not unsuccessfully, for the well bring of our mothaland. 


1. J. N. CortEspendmee. NMKtL. _ _ 

2. Jjn-ahjttil had been picwnf al ibetnwony of jaiBiftvBn o( the late Semdas 
sjliM in the Siingeni on It {sly 192f. 



SELECTO) Vl-OKS Or JAWAJIAltAL KHIMJ 


I 3 m imjch Wioldcn to yooi H^hncss for jour great lindness in ^v- 
ing 3 tliougiit to me in Oic midst cf your sorrow and your affairs of 
State. 

With respectful r^ids, 

1 am 

Youts sinKrdy, 
Ja-Auharlal Nehru 


16. To Padma]& Naldu* 


In mnning bam, 

B. N. W. Rt 
29.U6 

Dear Bebce,* 

Your letter came as I war kar-ing Allahabad. I am sorry I sent you the 
wrong number of the Lni'ng Age. 1 had arr ida j-ou wanted to read 
the story b)' SIgrid Unset (I hope the spdling b correct). 1 Iiad little 
hope, from past espetience, of finding the other mutjbct. But ym are 
verj' tochy and I spotted it almost unmcdiatcly and had it sent off. 

1 has-c been to Qupn to see Mahmnd and inridenblly to do some 
work of the Spinners' Association and xirit MaBduchah, where much 
of the hhadier corns from. I am now on rov way to Lurinow. KamaU 
wia be pleased to Icani that the satis from Ihderabad are coming. 

1 am ccrtaEnly boking foiward to the cirit to Europe but 1 am full of 
app^ensioa. It is ^uite lldy that when 1 get there I shaB be looking 
lackward to India I It is good to bar-e a change and a holiday but tbb 
should ret on the sdid foundaficHi of something accomplished. 
The idea of going away i\ist at present vriA youi mother as President of 
the Congress and Candhip toiliRg away as ernr is not particularly 
gtabfjing. On the whole perhaps it is as well that I am ping hut I 
doubt if I shah be s-ny happy there. India is so tike a woman — she 
aftracb and t^ls. 

Yours 

Jawaharlal 

Th’s carriage is shaking a great deah Hence the unsteadv band- 
1. J N CotrespoBdeiice, KJ^ULL. 

2 Shrimati Padmip Nidic dac^te of Sarepni Najda. GoTtrica of. tSert 
Bengal 1936—67 
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m EUROPE 


In Maidi 1926 accoinpanicd by 

fu’j «3c and daughter, safled for Europe, as 
a stay in S^itialjind was expected to improve 
his tti/c's bealtb. lie and bis fimfly were 
away for neatly two years, returning to India 
in December 1%7. 



IS EUtOFt 


1. To Sy*d Mahmud* 


S. S. Pilsiu 
6.Ji6 


dear Militnud, 

Tout four Irttcn uilli the pmbctipt tachcd me m Dombay before 
uiling. It u difficult for me to reply to them. You knmv, or ought to 
bimv, how deeply I nhe your fiicndsh^. But my whole fntm'ng has 
been against display of emotions and soppy nbibilions. 

I had no idea tlut you swnted to come with me to Bombay. If I 
bad Lno^sn this I would rertainly basT discussed tlie question veith you, 
I would of course lu\e dissuaded you for Acte was absolutely no point 
In your going to Dombaji. ft nWd have been a waste of time and 
monq-. Mj molho surely has a great dol of affection for me, but 
she did not suggest accompanying me to Bombay. My father went but 
simply because he liad to go to Sabarmati He was only m Bombay 
a few tioun and did not sby til) out depaituie. And then where 
would you ba\t gone? I went to Sabamiiti and not Bombay and 
after two days’ itay there went on to Bombay. So it sns best that you 
did not accompany us to Bombay. 

W'c reach Aden this csttiing. Wt haw lud a good run so far. 
Kanula lias been fairly s\ell hit since yestaiJay she has bad a t^clubl^ 
Some cough. I had a radio message from father Informing me that 
Ansari was also coming soon. 

Low, 

Yours ailly, 
Jawahar 


1. Sved NUtioiud Pjpcis. NMJIL. 
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SnXCIED WORKS OF JA\VA1LU1-U- JCEllRO 


2. To Padmaia Naidu' 


S. S. Pflsna, 
off lonbn Isles 
H.3.26 

A caemony not needed by our poliHcuns. No inducement needed b)-' 
theml 

We hare liad a rough passage thtoug)i the Mediterranean & Kamab 
& Sarup arc fed up Mtli the sea. Tlidr problem is how are they ocr 
to get back to India wth a fc.v llionsand miles of sea in between \ M e 
reads Brindisi temorrew i Vetucc the day alter. 

jawahar 


1 . ]. S. Conepoodttee. NAIAIX. 

See inu«nfwr. “CetononT of epening the incmth.’' 


3. To Romain Rolland* 


Hotel Roseiaie 
Chemio de b Roseraie 25 
Genert 
8 May 1925 


Respected Monsieur RoRaDd,* 

I have pleastuc in ecclosng a fetter for yon from Mr Gandhi*. I am 
looking foraaid greatly to meeting you and hope I shall base ttie op- 
portunit)’ before long. 1 shall probably hare to stav for some months 
in Geneva owing to my wife’s bcahnent here. 

1. Remain EelUnd Papas, NALMX. 

2. (1S66 — lS4i), French pordut «bo *ai amided the NrAel Prize fo* hleiJ 
tae in I9I3, wa a ebte feie^ of Mihitaa CaniSii sod wfste la Ino^rj^T- 

3. latrodonng Jmhaibl aa “one of my deamt ctMrocktn sad fewoiis.'' 
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IV tujtorr 


I am soti)' to lia« to Mite tWs k:H« in Engtuh. I am afraid my 
Fimcli H \a)' ntal. I am hying Iioh'act to iinpto\< it a little. 

I irmt )-ou are v,xll. 

U’itlj regards, 

Youzs sincerely, 
jsMliatlal Kehiu 


4. To Remain Rolland* 


Cliemin de la Roseraie 25 
Cenmc 
15 Mai 1926 


CliCT Monsieur Holland, 

]c sous bini tcmcrcie pout s-olrc Icllrc ct pour s-ohe imitaUon. Madame 
Nehru regrette Uauroop (ju'elle nc peut pas pirtir de Ccncs'c parct 
que son doctcur ne le permet pas encore. Elle espete, espendant, 
qu’clie pouna sous visiter et piescnlct scs respects a madarac sotie 
soeiir apres quclqucs semaina. Mais fauiai tres heuicut de sous visiter 
li scmainc piocliaine. Jc me propose il'aDcr a la silla Olga le jcudi 20 
niai par le chemin de fer, el j'cspetc que fatriserai a la villa seis les 
deux licures ct demic. 

\'^Du$ ascz raison, e’est ma petite filic, Indira, qui cst a I' Ecoic In- 
ternationale id, Je suis bien content d' apprendre que son prolessenr, 
Mademoiselle liaitocli, cst unc do sos arnica. Indira, peut-etre, 
m’accompagnen jcudi a la silb Olga. Jcudi est un |our de conge dans 
son ecoic. 

]’ai osc dc sous ccrirc cn franeais niais |'ai peur qu'il ya beaucoup 
d'crtcurs dans cettc Ictttc. J'espete que sous les pardonnerei. 

Vcuillci agreer, Monsieur, 1* espression de mes meillcuts complimcrb, 

Jawabarlal Nelini 


1. J. N. Con«spcndfn«, NMML. 
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SELECTED WORKS OF JAW.ULUILAL KEURO 


TSANSLft'nOS 


Gcnn'S 

13 May 19Z6 


Dear Mr. Rolbnd,* 

Thanl: you \e:y much (oi your letter ai»d invitation. My v.ife greatly 
regrets that her doctor will not allow her to go out of GCTft’a, but she 
hopes a fc^v wceVs later to call on you and your sister. Howes'cr, I 
shah be delighted to see you n«t we^ I plan to go to the Vilb Olga 
by tiain on Thursday the 20& May, and 1 hope to reach your bouse at 
about 2J0. 

You are right, it is my little daughter, Indim, who studies at the In- 
teruational &hool here. I am gbd to hear that her teacher, Mbs 
Hailoch, is a friend of yours. Indira may come along with me to your 
house, as she has no school on Thursdays. 

I has-e \-cntufed to wte to you in French though 1 am afraid there 
ate many nibbkes in the letter. I apologue for these. 

With best wishes. 


Jawsharlal Nehru 

2. "1 lud the pns-n^ge o( meelini lUniua Relbad on several DceasJons *t 
\'inoinni« iJitrty jori ajo. I w gieally impiessed by him and, though 
he vas so difereat from Candhi I senwd a certain conunimioa ot spirit te* 
tween the r»o. Theve two mm with diffarel baclgrouad cl etpenencss 
met oa a higher level and iccognbed acb other."— Javrahailal’s foreword 
dried 1 June 1937 to Cahim Romain Roltod, \’oL 9. 


5. To Syed Mahmud' 


Cfo Thos, Cook S Son, 
Geneva 


24 . 5.26 


My dear Mahmud, 

TliaoVa for your Irttcn. I have been leading a fairly quiet life hem 
since I wrote to you and have liotbing wonderful to record. I hope 

1. Sjsd Mahmud Papeti, KM.M1.. 

232 



IN fetmore 


liowocf to resume an attnt Me ncm and to most about a little and 
also talc a lilltc part in l!te acthities of Cenn-a. For Cenesa is devel- 
oping into a big international centre and there is alua)! sometliing 
going on here. Tlic Inletiutional Labour Confctcrct’ rull b^’n day 
after lomormv and after that there «ill be numerous conferences and 
meetings. In fitly & Asigust time k a u^lar coutsc on International 
Politics here and 1 might petlops attend it. Mansvliile 1 propose to 
go to Paris nest sseel and to Ibly not irontli for a week or two. My 
sister Krishna will be landing at Dcindui about the middle of nest 
montli and I slull go to meet her. 

1 am afraid jrmr knowledge of ger^rajshy is a bit siak. Else you 
wxiuld not base asked me questions almt Lausarmc. Lausanne is stay 
near Cenesa and 1 lod always intended going there. One of the per- 
sons on wbom 1 nlicd most for advice — a Turk’ whom Aniari intro- 
duced to me — Ikes at Uusanne. 

Tlicrc ate not, so far as I am aware, many Tusks in Switzerland. I 
l«se met two Of three and they are cultured and enlightened persons. 
Tlicy haw certainly gis-en up religion as it is understood in India at 
present. But one of them, about whom 1 think 1 wrote to you, is cue 
of the merst esscntally religious men it las been my good fortune to 
come across. It is a wonder to them why Hindus 1 Mwlems quancl 
ova pell) matlcri of socallcd religion. I believe the Turkish royal 
ctiles are somewhere in the south of rnnee, I do not know anything 


about tliem, , 

Newa from Indh is most distressing. 1 do not albch soy much 
importance to political squabbles but tlK communal frenzy is awful to 
wntempbte. ^^'c seem to have been caught m a whulpwl of mutol 
hatred and we go round and round and down and down into tlie alps. 
Rioting appears to have become a permanent feature of Calmto life. 
I have read in the Indian papers the proceedings of the Klulafat to 
mittcc' L Mohamad Alfs intmiew.* I 'vas pmed to read them. 


1. Tlin was the tighrli Kniuo of d** Conferewe 

1925. pfnvocilive sprcctcs *oe made condcinmns i Muslims to 

MabsoWij lor Ibor Sang<itfuin aelMhB wd =n’«'"'= 
mjaniMT tlinnsflsfs .nJ 6>oi AJi «»nrnJ ibe U«kIo 

5. On his way to Itcdtii, st » I««. •"**"’”. f „f«.sor of * 
Mjhasabhi thar the noting in cilcolU mig ’ . r „j), , jtniggle 

stnigglo, and avlrf llic MoAmi to orr«‘« ‘hens^hes mrl. Si 
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STiicnn woBss of iawmmlal 


For months or even a year ot mote we have thought that tlic situation 
was so bad that it could not become worse and must improve. But 
it does go worst and heaven knows where it will end. Ansari and 
Abdut Rahman* were here bst week and the)- were dejected and dis- 
pirited at the turn events had blen. TTicy left by the last mail boat 
for India. 

I met the otlier day Kiouln Birkatulla’ here. He U having some 
book printed in Berlin and he tclb me that Ins publishers Irave got a 
stock of 1,000 copies ol the Diw<in-I-Gft<dib* which th^ printed some 
time ago for some one in India. I tlimk this must be the same edi- 
tion, a copy of which you gate me. The publishers want to dispose 
of the edition at one mark a copy. 1 told Baibhilla that you might 
want to take it. 

It would probably cost 12 or 1? annas per copy landed in India. H 
there is a ready sale for the book it ml^it be worthwhile to take the 
stock, If )Qo are interested in the proposition )ou might communicate 
direct with BaiVatulb, He should be addressed as follows i 

Professor M. B. Maiilavie 

10 llgen Strasse 

St Gallen (Switzerland) 

You had better write to him in Urfu as he feels more at home itr 
that language. Before deciding about purchasing the books you should 
send for sample copies so that there might be no mistake. 

6 Dr. AMuhi AWiii Rjlinun 1910); ct Mabian partiUje, Iwiff 
of Itie South Ahicuo lr)6ian 0e|>oUlkia uhidi vintri India in 192^ to plni 
the ame of Indians is South Africa It net the Viceroy nntl attended the 
Kanpur sessioo of the Congieu. 

7. One of the most active of Indun naliona&la norbo' oubide India. Hr 
n-ent to Japan and the Unitei) Stales and in 1915 joined the IndoGennin- 
Tuikuh minion at Istantml He reached Kabul with the mission and formed 
sn Aaad Government n Afghaimtan. When the Afghan Government with- 
drew then snppait the misswn left ^hanutan and fiarhatiilb uent to 
Germany. After the war he oigaaised popagaDda For the Indian nabonahst 
tanse in vaifaus coontnes of Ewope. He dvtd an enle m Camany m 1928 

8 Asaduila Khan Chalib’s ctdkctioo of Urdu poenu rvas first publish^ in 
by Wunshi Nenal Kishcte Pio^ Ludiiow Chalib ntote ciifinally in Ter 
siac but later evolved a matchleu style in Urdu svhidi became famous for its 
simpliQty and subtlety, Tlie hoe qoahty and philosophic content of his 
poems and tbe clegiocc of hu prove woo him recognibon as the greatest 
niite b the Urdu language. ^aB> hved m Delhi on the verge of poverty 
thToughout fu'« life. The ttoteany of |i(s death in 1969 vvas observed 
cot only throughout India but b many cnuatnei of Asia. 

■This Gniivan edition of Chalib, refored ta b) lanaharhl. was printed by Dr. 
ZaLir Husain. 
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IV ninorE 


BiiUlitlla alio aid tliat lie coidJ anan^ wilh his publishers to get 
ollici similar boohs ptintsd. 

Kaniala is nialing pioj^est. Nothing sudden Kn be C’^cled in her 
^ but if the slon- progress ij tnaiatained, as 1 base esttj* hope tliat 
it ttill, slic Will be quite fit m a few' sDOnths. Indii goes to school 
hne and cnjO)i it. 

I hope j-mit wife is ssdl m*. 

Lost, 


Youn aSl)., 
Javahar 


8. To Sjffrd Mahmud' 


^6 EfeuloTid des Tranehees 
CenesT 
15,7.26 


M); dear Mahmud, 

I am afraid even today I annot niite to you a long letter. 1 has-e been 
'T)' much picssed for time blclj and base had to deal with a solu- 
minous correspondence Many cngagcmenls arc cropping up and now 
that 1 am Ihi'ng in a flat llicie ate lionscbold affairs to be attended to. 

I am s-ery sorry to leam of the serious illness of jour wife.’ Siie has 
been nnder treatment in Delhi for some monllo now and I wis Iiopmg 
flint she was getting Ixrtter. Hot from joni letters it appears that she 
h hj' no means improving. I do liopc that by the h'mc this reaches 
3 on slic will be on tlic high road to i«ov«y. 

The success of jonr effortj in Ddiat to patdi up Hinclu-Mushtn 
diRcrcnca b gratifying. I am however more and mote inclined to 
think that the only remedy b to scotch our socalled religion and 
secularise onr intchigcnlsia at least. How limg that will take 1 cannot 
say but religion in India will Ull tint country and its peoples if it is 
not subdued. 

1, S^ed Mitimiid Pjp«i, NMML. 

2. Ikpin RariqulfitiiM (b 1909). 



snicitD 'ftosss Of jxnymuriai sehm 


is more or less fiie same. Slic is gaining in weiglit Her 
temperature has not improsed hut I hope that tliis hxj will he better 
stxn. Indu is well. Her sclwol is clos^ and I am Uiinking of send- 
ing her to the mountains here lor a change. 

I enclose some postcards for }r)ur children. Give these to them 
with my love. 

Love, 


Youn affly, 
Jawahar 


7. To the Editori Journal D» Geneve' 


Dear Sir,— During my short residence m Geneva I have read wth plea- 
sure many of the aUe and w-ell informed leading articles appearing in 
tlie fournul de Cenne. My surprise and regret was thus all the grea^ 
to read, as I was leasing Geneva for tire vseeb-end, the article headed 
LcJ troubles de Tlnde, nhkh appeared in the journal oi the ilst July. 
1 would not of course presume to question your right to estpress yoW 
opinion on the problems of India. But 1 do think that we can expect 
from a responsible newspaper of the standing of the Journal opinions 
which are based on faefa and some knowledge of the various factors 
whidi have togcftiei produced the present pohtial and econotme situa- 
tion in India. 

It is not possible for me witlun the lanifs of a letter to you to deal 
with the various probtems whxi) confront India, and inde^ I would 
not Uke to trespass too much on your courtesy. May I however indicate 
tht vadw-* Uwes wl car^r^ fead to w traer v!a4ersteii.^iig 

of these problems and of the Indian sjCuation today? It is not neces- 
sary for me to point out to you fiat a study of tiie present condition cd 
any coontry divorced from a knowledge of the past and of fire under- 
lying causes which have produced the results we now notice cannot be 
of any great value. In ttie caw of India fire rcfeictices ftcqucatly made 


1. The ktiCT. dated 3 AngMt 1926, TO jiohtished m die mue cl 28 Octohs 1926- 


w mopE 


0 hci past liistorj’ would be mac bdpful if lliey were based on a study 
of Ijer hutorj-. In jxnir arficfc job have wunelf refcncd to bloodj 
fomtot! be^^ccn Hindus and Musatfluiii taking place for centuries 
pst in llic lo\m$ and cfluntrjadc of Indb, to ibe set)- recent, superfi- 
cial and importcrl idea of nalioralily, and to periodic famines in tlie 
psL llicsc statements, prtip tnie, »imld Iicwner cemey an entirely 
erroneous idea ot Indian bision-, and any sbndatd history of India 
whethn written by an Indian oe an Knglisliman would go a long way 
to concet lltli snong idea. Tor Indb lias through the ages been an 
t^traordmaiilv prosperma tonnti) and mdcfd her past wealth and 
riclies stetc famom cnougli to al^t adstnhjren from all path of the 
world; and in spite of ssnn and invasions slic has had less of violence 
tlian most of the eonntries of rurape and lias enjoyed, bolls during 
Hmdu and Muslim tule, long periods <d pcaMnl and cfTieient gosem- 
inenl when ha lilcnlure, arts and indnstries flourished and a high 
degree of niltnre nisted. Indeed even during many of her past wan 
ttie counltjside was little aficeted. Tlw modem idm of political nation- 
ality is of recent gtow-th even ia the West and Indb c^inly lias not 
had it for long, but her Vutory and htoatMit and ^en Rligitms tradi- 
tion teach us of the unity of Indo from the earliest b’mes and of the 
nfstenee, fiiough not in an aggressive form, of an cssentblly national 

mentality. 

To consider the record of British rule in Indu it is neeessary to see 
wliat the condition of the country was prior to the occupation by the 
British, in what repects it has devebpw or deteriorated during the 
succeeding eentutv and a hall, and what it fc now. It is interesting and 
initnictiir to compare the rfiai^ brouglil about in other nations dur- 
ing {lie same period. The most ribl questiwi is whether the wealth 
of India lias increased or lessened. It is nrrtorious that fndb is ter- 
ribly poor today and cen the Gos'cnnncnt of Indb’s officbl statement 
tw Pailiawwst scads as follows : 


“Tlic famine which actually occurs is only an a^Hjct of a 
permanent scarcit)'. Or, in olha words, the complete failure 
of the liarvtsl in certain parts of India to such an eatent that 
it should be obvious to citrybody s only a repetition of what 
OCCUR almost every jt 3R and the problem of saving a section 
of the population from misety' or semi stanition in a large 
part of Indb occun afresh every year.” 

This is the ofHcbl statement afta one hundred and fifty jears of 
British rule. I do not wish to state here what the Indian viewpoint 
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is but I shall only quote ore En^hiuan, Mr. Shore* of the Bengal 
CKtI Sern'cc, who stated as long ago as 18?7 that "the grinding cstor- 
tion of the British Gosnrnment has cRected the impo^rrishment of the 
counli)' and the people to an unpanllclcd estent.” To nndentand hem 
thk ternble impo^■CTishInent Im taVen place it is necessary to tner*:, 
apart from tlie admittedly picdatoiy period of British rule, somethmg 
of the land policy and of the trade and economic policy, and of how 
Indian industries were crushed out of odstersce for the benefit of Bri- 
tish manufacturers. The recent cuncrcy pdlicj' which has caused great 
losses to the Indian Goswnment and to innumerahle private individuals 
is also a pertinent enquiry', and the fact that all the Indian Chambers 
of Commerce and marufaclurtrs and merchants unconnected with 
politics are and have been very discontented with these policies and 
resent what flies’ consider h a prefaence shown to British trade, b not 
without signiScaoce. More important stfll has been the attitude of 
the Government towutds the nation-building de p a rt ments such a» 
education, sanitation, medial relief, etc. After a very long period of 
British rule India has less than 10% literates although the progress made 
in other countries during flm same period has been prod%iou$. At- 
tempts on behalf of the Indians to increase the tale of progress have 
been opposed hy Government oo the ground of lact of fmids, most of 
the fun^ being spent on an eiceedingly opensive British army of oc- 
cupation and on a top-havy Ovfl Service. The army policy indeed, 
and the way Indians haie been kept disarmed and denied suitable 
opportunities of training (or defence, is a dktinct and profitable field 
of enquiry. 

Wii rc^rd to the Indian States you might be interested to know 
that some are ahead of the British Gmeminent in rmny respects. But 
undoubtedly most of them ate in a backward and deplorable state. 
How they have continued to be so s wmth enquirv’, for it is stated 
that their iacomprtent and undesirable ralers can onh remain in their 
place beause the British Gorcniincnt support its puppets, and the 
unhappy resident of thee terrifotie have to face not only their rulw 
but fce real power of the British Government which b behind him. 

Iwdans havt wa davK. to v'gnose e ovtolsnis^ toe Ktod'jMoslim c^ues- 
tion. It aSect them too vibllr. Mliatevcr tiie irtentions of the Bri- 
tish in regard to it may be— aiid you yourself sav that they can hardly 
welcome unity— it is very per tine nt to enquire what their actions and 


2. Fredaick Join Shore (d. tS)7): srmn; n lada m ISIS to ten* the East 
Inda Co m p aaj , te twtaoe CSv3 & Stsnoiu pdge and bt« Cofflmtssooff. 
Sl^a and Nzmiad* ten*wies- 
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H><T lading up to, For undoubtrflj' thee troubla have increas- 
ed during llic past fw jears and meidy to Jay that the Refonn Scheme 
has led to Iha is a gnue misundcntmdmg of Hie causes. Tlresc auses 
arc toI and can be eScctisely dealt with but recent histoi)’ sh(r.« how 
a tliird parly an asily agnate the trouble and inctasc the friction 
The Irish analogs- nhae rial tebgions factions struggled against ach 
clnCT JO long as a lliird parly K*t controlimg ihe situalion bat gndcaik 
settled dm\-n to paceful ctwpctaHon «bcn they ssrre left to themselves 
is mstruetne although it may i»t be ntiotlv appliable. 

Regarding the merpopubtion nl Itvdia it it interesting to note that 
the man density of population 'in Britisli India is 226 pet $q. mile. 
Tot Some other countries the density is as follows: 


Belgium 

654 

England 

649 

Netherlands 

544 

Germany 

m 

Japan 

:i5 

Aiulria 

199 

France 

184 


I do not know what special or general infermalion has indn«d you 
to make the remarkable statement that Indians “almost unanimous!/' 
desire tlic domination of Bribb. I am net aware of any responsible 
person or aolhority, Indian or Englislip oGGcial or ncm-offidal, who has 
said to. I noiiU refer yrau to tiie Covernment of India'* last annual 
rq>ort for the official viewysoint whidi, far from being the Indian point 
of view*, is equally far from jonr assertion. As for the still more ic- 
maikable asscslion )ou make tliat Induns, inspitc of their protesbtions 
*nd tlirir nationalism, real))’ want this dombation to continue, I ran 
only conclude that you consider that the Indians who declare that they 
want freedom for thrir country arc lots and hypocrites. There can be 
no room for argument if you bold this opinion. Indeed being myseU 
one of this tribe I would also natuially fatt into the ategory of the 
liars and hypocrite, Und« these ciicumstantcs, I would not have 
troubled you with this letter, but on full conuderation, I feel fiiat I 
owe it to you to place the above considentions before you. For a 
considerable time, and till icewlly, I was the General Sccrebiy of the 
Indian National Congress and am not unacquainted with happenings 
in India. 

As I have stated above I do not know what criteria you have to find 
out the unanimous will of the Indian petplc. Perhaps you are unaware 
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of the fact tliat ca-ci)' rcspoTuible pcditical organisation in India, mode- 
rate or atremist, Hindu or Muslim or Silli, lias demanded ffcedom Jot 
India, You may also not Intw that a considerable number of persons 
have juffcicd rather liosaly hr their activities in the cause of Indian 
freedom, that from December 1921 to March 1922 about 25,000 Indians 
were sent to jail; that prrfitical trials coitinue I'n that unhappy counb}'; 
tliat special icprcsshc laws arc in force to arrest and dchin people 
without trial or even the fomii^ of 3 cliaigc and that many persons arc 
detained unda them. It is rcmaiUble that so much icpiession and 
punishment should be necessary for a people well contented nith Bri- 
tish nile, and still more remailable tliat people should lie and be hjpo- 
critiMl merely to suffer in this way. 

I apologise for the length of this ktl« and trust that jou will CTlend 
to it the courtesj* of jxrar columns. 


Vours truly, 
Jassahatlal Kehru 

3.8J6 


6. To Syed M&htnud' 


Geneva 

11.826 


^1y dear Mahmud, 

I am afraid I am a bit irr^lar m writing to you. Partly this is due 
to disinebnabon to writing meidy disjointed notes, records of bare 
facts and nothing more, and partly to many pre-ocoipabons. I disUbe 
writing a letter which is h1;c a cnttii^ from a daily paper. But reaBy 
I have managed to fill in mr tune fairly well during the last month- 
Geneva is full of all kinds of ^ecial courses and lectures and I affl 

I. Sjtd Mabwnd Paytri, NMML 



n rvtort 


afloiding a rumbct cf thcc latum On tJic nliolc iJ'O’ wtffflt- 
mjanil af the !«(iircri bcltwi; loimnl of tk diffrcnt Etiropan mlion- 
Jlitics. tlirir <af)fng ricBpoinlt ate Btttmrtirc. Hut the iciill of spend- 
inj sti Ihn tune in l«tiiin, uJiirh SJC miolly « DiSliiK m disashouJ 
from tlie point of »-iew of my Fttncfi. Far from befoming » FreBcb- 
nun, ai jmi jcem to imagine^ I fart mide little prosten witli fk 
bngiage. And ifiii U not jufpminj rontyeriog l)ie Jjlllf 1 

l«»f fi'ra to it , 

I nai \et)- glad to lam Ibt Aiwn kd inigned* from the Kh'Uiat 
CotnmtllK and the Mmllm Uague. 1 <m *« on cut o Mf 
dilBcoItia «cc^>t tn- nto««ding on mote or lea scodar En«s in j» 1 1 • 
1T>e oullooV In India is daik cnongl. Jwl »otrfhi« 1 
I>euimjjl« at the nw MOiiU Mtnnt Do not gel dentn hcatl • 
shall Uifl w: Svaraj. \Moloa India mlgl*t or rntglit not do. l am 
fairly jure Itiat Enjbnd nnool hold «« •<> lodu ^ . 

fiwU k d,ins ;tll, & » W. >-l.» » i" »“ z 

Inc I am floiifiiliins li^e llic prtmrfiiil gtten ti«i , , ^ 
inlncW 10 lam .h.t I ImcVt .l~t * » ‘.f”"'* ”, 1'’'’’' 
am about d ot 5 India las in |h« v*«st- 


law. 


Veun jffl.’'-, 
Jiwabaf 


!. 1. . .1 M. 0. 11 

djy hf hiJ 10 k * h, l,i« CM?« atone 

Coitmiiilfs « *7 e'lier toiw^ ..i^g-on Jumpt 

»« the W; in *l.Kh he o*ed lUtp^nw « , 


8. To Syed Mahmud' 


Geneva 

12.9.26 


s All « « 

IT, 

1 5^ MJhwiJ 
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I w’as pleased to leam of the fonnation of the National Party’ or 
Union— whatever it is ailed and I am vei)' gbd to Icam from par 
letin that it is malcing good progress. It is decidedly a mos'C in the 
right direction but of course much n«d not be expected of it. There 
is certainly some danger in getting a mixed and s-aried lot in it but 
jou annot help tliat and the other danger of its shrivelling op with a 
very limited membership b cs'cn uone. I would therefore w'cleome a 
large membership and pay little attention to undesirables coming in. 
You rannot stop them. At the same time I am not mneh in favour of 
penonal canvassing for members. Appals should be made through 
all newspapers, taSets etc. and the gralest publicity should be given, 
but personal anvassing in India specially mans dragging in people who 
do not really want to ]oin and they are more of a hindrance than a 
JieJp. 

A large o^anisation including all manner of people must necessarily 
frame a moderate programme agreeable to all the groups in it. The 
larger the organisation the more moderate it is likely to be. It thus 
become necesary at times to have a smaller, better Imltted group witii 
a more advanced outlook. The time for that woll come soon. For 


the present it is well that the bige oiganisation is devtloplng. 

I Aink what is tequitcd in India most is a course of study of Bertrand 
Russell's books, or at any rate some of them. No country or people 
who are slaves to dogma and the dogmatic mentality an progress, and 
unhappily onr country and people have become extraordinarily dogmalK 
and little-minded. Generosity of liart is a good thing but what is 
wanted is not an emotional outbunt of goicrositj’ but coldly reasoned 
tolerance. Religion as practised in India has become the old man 
of the sa for us and it has not only broken our backs but stifled and 
almost IdliCd all oiigioality of fliouijit and mind. Like Sindbad the 
Sailor we must get rid of this terrible burden before wre an aspire to 
brathe freely or do anything useful. 

The mention of Bertrand Russell reminds me of a new book of his 
— On Education — which I have been radiug recently. 1 would strong- 


ly recommend it to you. It has inoumwabJe lessons for for our 
womenfolk and for our difldren. We complain of our country and 
of ib people, and rightly, but after all tfiey depend brgely on our idols 


of cduation. It is amazing how’ utterly wTongly we bring up our 
:hfldren — phjsially, mentally and morally — and as for our treatment 


2. The ResponSvisb ind lodqxndcots mrt rn a confatnee a Bombay on 3 
April 1926 and annonnetd lie fonubon oE the National Party to prepare 
the coonby ‘for the ettablubmenl of So-arai of the Dominion typd 
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of \romfn tlie less said the better. Is it any wndet that we have 
continuall) to contend against bodily ailments and mental troubles? 
Do 50U know of a sii^le family of your acquaintance in India which is 
not always faced with disease? More than half oui energy is spent in 
trying to lessen disease in the memhes of car family and in ounelves 
and jet a proper system of edacation of body and mind should make 
disease a very rare occunence. We are always hobnobbing with doc- 
tors and fiafeims but it docs not strike ns that ttc way to combat disease 
is to combat it at the root and icmote the causes. These causes ate 
largely intenvovea with our unfortunate social system and customs. 1 
cannot conceive any woman to be healthy, pliysically or mentally, who 
has been confined behind tlie ^arddfi. And ! cannot conceive her 
children to be healthy or properly brought up, for the most important 
j-ears of a child's education are the years from birth to about 10, when 
it is vcij’ largely under the influence of its mother, 

Kamala, 1 am sony to say, has not been keeping very well. There has 
not been any marked change but still there was a slight setback in 
August She is again picking op now. Her temperature is due to the 
fact that tlie disease is present still. Krishta and Indu are well. 

I am going to London dav after tomorow— after over 14 years of 
absence. 

Love, 


Yours affly, 
Jawabar 


Could ynu kindly send my wife some books of Iqbal and the poems 
of Hasrat Mohani? Also a small Urdu dietkmary? 


Jawahai 
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10. To Father' 


GaM 

610.26 


My dar Father, 

This letter reach sou on file e\-c of the elections and yon must be 
terribly hus}'. The caricature nhich you sent with j'onr last letter shews 
the hind of things you must hare to put up with. It must bff a trial. 
I suppose it will taie some time before the Indian public and deeforale, 
not to mention the innutneiahle ‘leaders'’, get oser personalities and 
fight oser principles. Anyway I hope that the end of the election, 
whatever ib remit, will bring you soroe rest and relief. I must confess 
to a feeling of satisfaction at not being in India just at present. Ind^ 
the whole future outlook is so gloomy that, from the political siewpoinl, 
a rehim to India is far from agreeable. 

Nan and Ranjit came here some days ago. Ranjil stajed for nearly 
three days and then left for Berlin. Nan remamed behind. Ranjit r^ 
toms here and then they both go to Trieste and sail on the l5fli Sep- 
tember. So that within ten or at most tntlve days of your leceiNing 
this letter you will probably see flietru If you happen to be in Bombay 
when tliey land, and Nan Iclls me this b possible, then you might see 
them sooner. They wOI probably reach Bombay on the list or there- 
aboub. Their boat is the Lloyd Triestino " Asia". 

Katnala is more or less lire same, that is, she looks well but continues 
to ha\-e a sl^ht tempentnre — 99.5*. Her we^ht is satisfactory’. It » 
quite clear nmv however that no further good can be expected from onr 
prolonging our slay in Geneva. I have been told de^tely that she 
cannot stand Spahlingcr’s* saccine injections. I should haw said as 
much judging from put lesulb. \Vbcnm-er she has taken the wedne 
she has gradually got worse. Nobody seems to know exactly wiiy this 
should be so, or at any rate 1 have received no satisfactory explanation. 
^\^lateve^ ether aSmenU she nm* be suffering from thev are certainly 
not upto much. She is ccilainlv weak conshhitionallr but I presume 
that many sufferen from T B. are in the same position I have been 


1. J N’. CofTtTwodfivct. XMAU, 

1 . ne"ry 5[«1il3?rr (1812196>). hicttnobDU "So pitenfed * *twi3 
tieitmrni toe potnonary tsbRCdmti 
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told not only that she cannot stand the \accine now but that she is not 
likely to be able to do so in the fatntc. Thus the WKine treatment is 
tnoie or less nilecj out es'cn acconling to ^ahlmger and his advisen. 
And \accinc being an essential and all important part of Spahlingcr’s 
treabnent it follows tliat Spahhngei’s tnabnent is practically ruled out 
Tlie serum, which appean to do l»er good, may continue to be given to 
her, but I haie been repeatedly told Aat tlie semm by itself does not 
carry one scry far. At the most it just cures the disease for the time 
being bnt there is eery chance of the patient getting it agab. 

All this points to the inevitable conclusion ftat the Spahlinget treat- 
ment is not the panacea which some people make it to be. There may 
be, and 1 think there is, a great deal of merit in it. But just like other 
remedies it suits some people and not others. I am not competent to 
judge of the real merit and importance of the treatment Many people 
who have tried it speak highly of it. But in fTamah’s case it has not 
been a success and I am certainly justi6cd in saying that there is a great 
deal of tall talk about the efficacy of tire trEatmenl. The undoubted 
benefit wlikh Kainala has derived dvrin; the last five months here might 
easily be accounted for by the change of climate, diet etc. 

Under the circumstances tlie only thing to be done is to go to the 
mountains. Spahlingcr himself suggested this. The only question is 
where wc should go, There is not very much to choose between the 
various well known health resorts and sanatoria. On the whole, if there 
were no otliet considerations, I would have piefened Davos and nerct 
to it Lcjsin. But this not only meant a complete break with tire SpaV 
linger treatment but probably a deKbeiatc attempt on the part of the 
new doctors to do something very different to show their displeasure of 
Spahlinget & his works. I have thciefoie decided to go to Montana 
where Stephani* has his sanatorium. Stephani has been seeing Kamala 
off and on for the last three months or more and knows something about 
her case. Spahlinget’s serum can also be cocilinued there if necessary. I 
would personally like to go on from Montana to some other place after 
a while. But this can be coesidcied bter. 

So the net result of the past five months' treatment is disappobting. 

It is difficult to say if she would have Iran better off elsewhere, but vve 
certainly had been led to believe that she would be cured here within 
six months. From tny personal point of view a stay in CJeneva was 
more interesting and profitatde than elsewhere in Switzerland, but that 
it poor consolation. We go to Mwfana on ffie 21st October. Indu 
will go off to Chesietes two or three days before that dale. 


3. Dr. lacsnes SlephjQi, a Swiss liwg cow reswfmt id Ceneva 
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I am ashamed at not having sent jou any good photographs of any of 
us in spite of joar repeated rcmindcis. For months I hast hcca thinl- 
jng of facing the camera but sometliing or other intenened. Kamala vsris 
not as fit as I would have liled ter to be or Indn was auty. At last 
however the prospect of leaving Geneva has moved me to action and we 
aie going to the photographer tomoiTOw. 

I have written fully to Anssri about Kamala. 

Love, 


from pur losing sou, 
Jawahar 


11. To Father’ 


Ge&os^ 

13.1026 

My dear Father, 

You ssin forgive me I hope for a rather short note this wceh. I hart 
been going about with Nan & Itanjit on little escsirsions and visits and 
my last few days have been largely talcn up by them. Today wc hart 
rehimed after going to Lausanne and to Villeneuse to see Romam 
Holland. 

Tomorrow Ranjit & Nan lease for Trieste. Pmbably they will meet 
pu soon after you rccerre this letter and they will give )on all n^ 
first hand. It lias been plcaant to have them here and we shall feel 
a little lonely after their departure. 

Kamala las been Veeping quite wdL She has not looked better since 
she came here. Her tcnpciature has been practically normal and h« 
weight has gone up another lulf kilo — making i kilos m all since she 
came to Ett'cye, Dat is 9 Jbr. She a ccotmoins seniia injections. 

W'e saw the proofs of our photr^phs jesterday but I am afraid they' 
will not be ready for despatch for aootiier 10 days or more Indus 
photogiaplu liave Come out very wdl and llic others are tiot bad. 

liarly next week 1 sliaTl Ulc Indu to k'llhrs and a few daw later the 
rest ol us will move to Montana 

I 1 S’ Conc;ot»atn.-t. S.MML 
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My cfForts to gel expert opinions on the LaUina finger prints* in Pans 
Iiavc failed, There appear to be no prkate experts and the police 
department r\hich deals wtli finger ptinb «ouId not agree fttn to give 
an opinion in a prints mattM in spite of everj' pcistasion. In England 
there is the satne difficulty to sshich one has to add an addih’onal diffi- 
culty. The chief men of Scotland Yard hare already given a definite 
opinion regarding the prints, 1 do not rjuitfi see who to approach in 
the matter nenv. 

Los-e, 


Vo'S* loving son, 
Janahar 

2. In tliu pfotticted ot ntcnuion to 20 eitiie, docton in London cerbEed 
Uiit a Aoman had birth to a chiU and, at proof of the vomsn'i idenbty, 
attadied ha phatopjph aad rtnmb fmptottoni On tecopt of Ihu CBbfieate 
lie Privy Council refened th< case back (0 the Allahabad High Court Bat 
It «a3 alleged that there had been inpcnonation and Moblal Kchnt had the 
matter tlioreiighly eumiaed. In tb>s cocneeboo be vasted Jiirtliirlal to 
ngage the imvices of Enie print expeib in Pana « Londer. 


12. The English General Strike and Three Lessons for Volunteers’ 


The General Strike in England took place some tune ago, but as my 
friend Dr. Hardikar has asked me to write something for The Vclunieer 
1 feel that 1 cannot do better flian dnw the attention of my brother 
members of the Hmdustani Seva Dal to some of its striking lessons, We 
are not concerned xvith the merits of fhe coal dispute in En^d. Those 
of us ulio have tried to understand the situation and have studied the 
question «ill probably have amved at some conclusions and may sym- 
'irfh, cswi z\ cAte cf ft* two pw'mgjm*. But the lessQus vvhich. 
the great strike has lo teach us are indep^ent of the dispute and it is 
immaterial whether the miners or the minoowners are right or whether 
the Government in England handled flie atuation rightly or oflierwise. 

We must understand hou-ewt the nugoitude of the struggle. I have 


1. Tht Volunua. October 1926. pp 225-227. 


247 



SELECITD WORKS OF JAWAUARUt KOHO 


no correct figures with me but it may be said roughly that about four 
millions or forty laUis of woticis ceased vorbitig. If the families of 
these workers are included we might put the figure moderately at 12 to 
15 millions. This means tlial about a quarter of the population of 
Great Bribin actually struck or actircly sympathised with the strikers. 
On the other side there were the cajnblists and owners witlr tlieir 
greater financial resources backed op by tlic whole power of tlic Slate. 
It Was thus far and awuy the greatest industrial Struggle bchteen capital 
and labour which the world Im yet seen. But it was something more. 
The sety nature of the struggle and the use of direct action on such a 
large scale makes it something more than an industrial struggle, 
ever much the leaders of labour might liavc wished to keep its scope 
limited. Tire Genenl Strike meant the adoption of tactics and methods 
other Ilian parliamentary and its success must inevitably have tended 
towards the gradual downfall of the parliamentary system of gosnrn- 
ment. 

The struggle thus was a very vital one and fraught with tlie greatest 
consequences. It might have resulted in as great a revolution as any 
that English history has to show. And yet how was it fought? 

It was to the interest of the Government to prcserNC the quo 
and to maintain order. But the other party— the workers— were m 
reality even more dtnirous of rtmaioing orderly and peaceful. And 
throughout the strike no effort was spared by tlic leaders of labour to 
keep perfect peace and asmd all acts of siolencc and disorder. They 
preached nonriolencc to their follorreis for they realised that esery act 
of riolence would react on tlicmsdrcs and not only alienate the good- 
will of many people who sympathised with them hut would strengthen 
the hands of Government. They realised further that acts of violence 
in the ranks would introduce indiscipline and break up their solidarity. 
For violence and nonviolence camrat exist together. Both are naturally 
exelusis’C and both in order to be effectire require the strictest discip* 
line. If violence is the method adopted to enforce a demand it must 
take the form of a highly disciplined army wnth all the latest weapons 
of attack and destruction in order to challenge effectively the organised 
violence of the other party. Any otficr kind of violence in which any 
of these necessary ingredients are wantmg — where there is no discipline 
or organisation of sufitcient mimbeis and no weapons of the most im- 
proved variety— must inevitahly et«3 in a fiasco. Where effective viol- 
ence is not possible— and it would appear that it is no longer possible 
anywhere against an organised State imless the armies of the State itself 
mutiny — the only other effective weapon that remains is organised and 
disciplined nonviolent action. The labour leaden realised this and tried 
their utmost to avoid disorder and violence. 


IV niorr 


fX'r fini JnjoTj {}«« ft one el i»on«W«i<f. Sa one « nifi cnocigfi 
*') »j» ll.jt I'n tet^nn Sutft ate of llic p:t«. 'lime 

I's liVcK lo lie tnoTt %-an Ivfotc Uic *otU laliso llic folly of ^'at. 
BtiJ tbe mtlliM cf psttfol darct silwn it prailuill}’ bVioj tit- pUcc 
of Kir *,1 etr llifte « cwiEict kiIIiot tl»c Itoondirta of 3 Stjic. 

Ouf wtofxl Iflvm n wc of tlitfjyiine. U'llhast tlin, it ij l<tonimg 
f\w tnot olnrwt ptry ii.au it »»» Itfoir, ocry ctEiniicd scjjoa u 
cffcilj- fofiV. And in i!:e U{«)ut in linlind one annot ficlp 

•iJniKin}; t!x »oni 3 oM iiKij-lmc riioan on lotli ikJci. The ttoden 
il.ipljyoJ an ama/itj^ sottdwtr It chejing nilhoot hoitalior, and n-ilh 
lanllr ant dn'enten. the mandate of tlicir lodcD. Tlicj' jIioKtJ tliv 
ftp'ijic m tlic nuntKt of kitinj; kwI, for me mi laicn to lca^e the 
ttiinn t1:, 11; j’trjm rooditwn and nlwrc ticrtiut) nitii 3 iuppl) of 
UlctY lufti nlo «wiM Icep lie retao firm dctcnoralinj. 'Hirif he* 
lu'iont tlunn? the rekxl of ihe ilriVc naj aUo {ommendablc. On the 
otftM iv!e, tl.e ttnii of tofopinn lo hefp CmtmmBit tm} llieir Hidfrig 
lulmi’tft'n to the dtvfphne and liir<fthq« of new and tm o on g e n uf tfutfe*, 
««« idmualile. 

Tliere ti a lUinl and etjvjallv impoitant W^on for m and llul it we nmit 
lerp our leadi anj oui pnod fcmnout and oplimmn oten lliTDiigti mir 
ilirint Ifuli, ‘fhe lojliih peopfe ame out «d! from the GmmI 
Slide am! lectiitv! tlic piiKo 0! other countnn thieffy teeauie of tfini 
lv,hthraite»l — |(!it f*ot Hinlin; m dclciimiultoti - tiiaiuiet of ttafing 
It and Me ntr pnjh’nnti if liad ctolnl Uirt ten ipifii of Itiojann 
liahtd tlicr jKitcnt ttmiWn ami t!»c foi a iiappier unda- 
itantln* m |i-f 

1 wWi llul tlicie three lo^oni »ac Ulm lo hcait Iry the HindiBtirii 
Sen Pal and thene othen wIa not )ct 10 far fomed (he Dal. in 
the wtUn of tomniuna! tiwiMci ami |X)fitid! argumenli, the HjI i( 3 nd< 
lor imnrtliin!; rwntbl. aometliinf lo wI'kIi ony llnnlinj otacn must 
ftccdi ropond, ft itind* for dnciplrnc and riBocrcy and pearefol 
action, and nu) I add, good humour and optimism. And with sufSdent 
and mrouraporait the Dal could grow up into a body, well- 
Ofgjnhcd and daoplmed and drertis-c enwjgh nut only (0 nub the 
lanafira! (niilronl* of communal fieoi), which dugnee our country to- 
day, but hasten the adsent of S«ata(. 
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13. To Father' 


J6-1M926 


In Berlin, apart from meeting many people, old friendj and nnv, I had 
the opportunity of sisitirg some factories I had not spcaaBy inlcnm 
cd r’isiting there hut I liappencd to get into totich a new firm called 
the Indo-Gennaina wliicli lua been formed to encourage German trade 
witli India. Tlicrc is an Indian director but the important man at the 
head of it is an influential German. It was through him that I got into 
touch with sarious big German finns. I STsited the A-E.G. and Simon s 
factories which arc too of the largest and best etjuipped dcctnal fa^ 
tnries; also the N.A.C« a big motor faclon' spedalurog in lorncs and 
good cUas can. The sisib were s-ei^- intererting and I was treated with 
great courtesj’ eserj-Bhere by the directors or other officials. I 
the Ufa film nuking ateliers. I wanted to sec sety much a big aerop- 
lane factory bat I had no time for it. 

For s-arious reasons the Germans arc well disposed to Indians at prfr 
sent and there are grat facilities for indostriat training whiA England 
neither has the capacity nor the good win to offer, Austria also St 
attractive country for such traitung, in addition to being a cheap place 
to ihe in. I wish more Indian students coold take advantage of lh®c 
cpportimitics. In Austria I am told a student can on his return 
a profitable undertaking with comparalively little capital — say Rs- 15,000 
Kamala's brother Kailas* would do well if he went to Vienna instead of 
continuing his scientific studies in Ludnow. If pu happen to cotne 
across any suibble )-ouths I hope you will suggest to them the advii- 
abilit}- of coming over. 

I should particularly like Indians taking a course in aeroplane 6n'°S 
and construction. Thb can easily he arranged in Germany but of conise 
thc)' must come nith some eugmeeiing knowledge. There is already an 
Indian who has fully qualified himself and b at present working as a 
responsible oSrial of a large Cciman aeroplane firm. 


1. A.!.CC. nie No. 9’/1926.Z7, pp 69-03. \ SLMi_ Eitncts. 

2. Kjil 2 sh NiUi ICiol (h. 100>): tm&cr of tCjnuti Nebu, Director of tb 
XiUnul BoUnica] Cardaiv. Lodnov. fw nisor itm 
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I wonder if )Ou liavc lieard of the League against Oppression in the 
Colonics and of the Congress thes propose holding in Brossels on the 
20th January and foBowing di)i. This laguc is attempting to gather 
in one fold all o^nizations interested in comhating imperialism in cs'ety 
sliape. It has succeeded in getting great deal cf support from neatly 
•lOO organisations aB oscr the rvorid, tnchjdmg two gosemincnts — diose 
of Maico and Canton in China. Menco comes in because of its fear 
of the U5A. ImibtiQiis hase been sent to tlie Congress in India and 
to rarious other bodies. ‘Hie Trade Uiuon Congress cf Indb has pro- 
mised to send leprewnbthes, so also the South AfHcan Indian Congress. 
Andrews pahaps is coming on brfialf of one of these bodies. The Con- 
gress at Brussels is likely to be a seiy leprcsentafiic one and it would 
be highly desirable to liaw some rq>fesentathes of the Indian National 
Congress, for after aB tlie most menacing Hupcrialism of the day is the 
British imperialism in India. The date fixed for the beginning of this 
Bmsscls meeting is 20th January. This is awkward and it sviB pmbabl) 
be difficult to get our teptesenfabsts cn<r by then. Bat shTI I an 
attempt mil be made. Apart from cseiy other consideration, it will 
gis’C us a ehanec to meet people from all quarters of flie wmld. From 
China alone osw 20 of^inialwns are sending rrpiBenbtives, If j-ou 
decide to send representilhe it will be desirable to have one 
among them who is an econombt and knows somethmi about British 
imperialist policy in regard to military maltcrs in India as this is an 
importont subject which is bound to interest the Brussels Congress. It 
is for the A.1C.C. to decide whom to send, but just as a suggestoa I 
might name Sarojini Naidu, Shaaib and A. T. Crdwani. Shuaib I ha« 
included as a Mobamadan would be sery desirable and he strike me as 
lire most suitable. If ynu He my tumc m^ht be added on but I shoidd 
not like to be the one and only rejatsentatne. In any n-ent 1 sliouM 
like to go to Brussels as a visitor just to meet people. 

1 shall write to you more cm this subject n«t week. Mrannhile I 
hope sou will gi»x the matter some thought It is worthy of it 


251 



SELECrrn works of JA\VAILUUJLL^’EnKU 
U. ToFaiher' 


Montana 

23.11.26 


My deal Father, , 

I posted a letter to j-ou yesterday morning. On my return nowetet 
Ciicsieies this evening, I found yout note written at Borlianpore, 
waiting for me. As tiieie is still time to catch the mail I am wn mg 
these few lines. , , . 

1 am not surprised at the wew Sprawson* has taken about Ka 
treatment 1 do not suppose any tvonderful change for tl'c better nou 
have taken place it Kamala had gone slmight to Davos. At the w^ne 
time the results so far obtained has-e been so disappointing that st >s jus 
possible that Davos might has'C done her a little more good. An)‘'sny 
that is a rather pointless enquiry now. , 

Nan looked fairly well when she left us here. Pcilups she h 
after the journey when you saw her. In Europe loo she had 
1 base already written to you about our financial situation. With c 
help of the balance of the l^khna money 1 hare with mo (£ 50)* 1 
just cany on til! about the 15lh December. I find that flie estiMte 
sent you some weeks ago of future openditure sligbtly erred on the s: e 
of being an underestimate. All manner of petty expenses l.cq> 
ping up and together they loaVe a substantial sum. Even a visit to In^ 
IS a costly item. My trip to Germany, although it turned out to 
cheaper than I espected, has reduced the money in hand considerably. 

Love, 

Your bving son, 
Jawahar 


1. J, S. Conejpondeuce. K.AIALL. . 

2. C. A. SpnwsoQ. member ef the li^uii Medial Savire. who ivai parfessor e 
medicine at Luctnera from 1913 to 1929 and retired m 1937 as Direetcr- 
Ccnoal of tbe Indun Medicd Senate 
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t5. To Devatias Gandhi' 


Montana 

1.12,26 


My dear pevadas, 

1 Viish the Cow Conference* oi the Cow Sabha or tthate\-er if is called 
would send a depublion of the elect to li«e a loot at the cow in this 
part of the world, U would do Aon good. And they might get some 
brighter ideas than Veepirg cnonnous pinjrafMUs for the halt and the 
lamel I liare been greaOy inteasled in the day by day contio\eny in 
Voung Inditf. I wish however that some other animali — including 
human beings — might be treated likewise. 

Love, 

Yrs„ 

Jawahaibl 

1. Gindin Kduu Conesponderce. Gandhi Sawak Siaftalialaji, Saw! No 2125 

2. Tlie Cow Conference nii held derio; the Cm^trs «etk at Btigaom and wu 
presided oicr by hUhatna CindM. 


18. To Syed Mahmud' 


Montana 

1.12,26 


My dear hfahmud, 

I have not heard from you for some weeks. But Kanula has been gh- 
ing me news about your family. I hope jtmt wife fc well. 

Kamala received a parcel of Urdu books from you a few days ago. 
She tells me that in it there is a sciy intetesting book about the train- 
ing of a woman and the early edootion rf a child. She gave me some 


1. S)ed Mahmud Pap«s, NMML. 
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SELECTED WORKS OF JAWAUJUlLil. hTHlia 


idea of what the book contains and I wondered how far you agreed with 
the learned author of the work. Some months ago I su^ested to jou 
to read Bertnnd Russell’s book On I do not know if jou 

read it WTiether you read it or nrrt it is a little suipiising tliat you 
should patronise such absolute trash as the Urdu book I hare referred to 
abore. Do you really flunk there is any' sense in it? I w^as amazed 
tlut any man should be foolish enough to write such rot and that others 
should be sillier to read it. But I am perhaps unfair to the author. I 
am judging from some extracts tmly. 

Kamala liad a little relapse whilst I was away in Berlin but she is 
doing well now. 

1 am b^inning to feel a bit reslKe and I wish I could hurl myself 
into the whirlpool of Indian politics. The suppressed energy of sooie 
months wanb an outlet. 1 should have liked to be present at the 
Gauhad Congress*. Not that I tliink I would hare done any good to 
anybody but I would feel better for a little aggressiveness. And there 
seem to be so many people about in India whom 1 should like to go I 
From yw letters it appears that yon are down hearted and dispinted. 
Don’t be 50 silly. There is nothing to be do\'Ti*hcaited about. 'Ve are 
pissing through an iumtable phase and we shall all be the better for 
it So cheer up and give it hot to oerybody at Gauhati. And more 
power to your elbow if you do so. 

Lose. 


I DcccmScr 19:6. 


Youra affly* 

Jawahar 


17. To Syed Mahmud' 


Montana 

12.1.27 


My dear Mahmud, 

You complain of my Irtten being short but surely yours hare the virtue 
of brevity also. I must confess that I do rrot look forward to the ruil 
day although as a matter of fact I havO hcerj leepinc up an extensive 

I. St«l MJinurf NViMt 



IX tUBOPE 


correspotidcnce. I feel lhat life is short and there is so much to read 
learn tliat one can spend one’s time to better purpose in acquiring 
Knowledge, I base read a fait amonnt since I came here but it is far 
less tiian I w-anted to or apccted and I am disappointed. Most of us 
acquire a smaller'ng of the three R’s and a little else during cut jtan 
at school and college and consider tfiat our education is complete ami 
"c are learned. In India special^ the standard is extraordinarily low 
and I think most of our dilRctillks arc doc to this u-ant of knowledge. 
Take Lajpat Rai’s case as an example. He ccnsideis himself, 1 presume, 
a highly educated person and a keen political thinker and many others 
perhaps tliink 15:ewise. My own opinion about him is that he has no 
sufficient intellectual or cultunl haclgronnd and is really a sery badly 
educated person. Hence his peculiar beha«our in public life. It is 
uot that xvc are not intellectual enough. I beliext w< arc better off in 
this respect than most Europeans but the blight of religion with its 
handmaids, ignorance and lefmal to Aink, are upon us and the imagi'n* 
td glory oi our past, like tbe old man of the sea, crushes us. Not ftat 
our past was not creditable. But to make progros wc shall base to 
throu it avs’ay from us and liie more In the presect and the future. 

I base become an cen greater believer in khaddaf Aan I 'vas but 
kkaddar as an economic doctrine and not as an offslwot of religion. 

1 base no patience left with the legitimate and illegitimate offspring of 
religion. 

Kamala has not been keeping wcB for the last few days. Indu has 
just gone back to school after spending her Christmas ho!ida\* with us, 

I am interested to learn about the conUosersv bchiecn Mohamad AH 
and Hasan Nizami*. 

Love, 


Youn afflv, 
Jawahar 


2 . Kkwii Hian Niawi (1876-19>Hj * »eIlb>o*ii euayist wlio *tbU cn many 
sutjects indading Iteratore nixi rtbgnw- la bte years hij populanty waned 
beeaoie cl hts agr«s’ie uazma rf {nyugalu; IjIub Or eaterirg politfa 
lie nas ic»«1ird m a rantionny «iA AlaobDa ^fohainail All. »iia ams- 
td him cl hanng divulsfd some ienrtj of the Noam cl llydenhad to flic 
BnUili Govemmenr Dunng the cooftet between the Musbni League and 
Cocgiess ia ]'7S>-46 Hasan Nunni abated bimsdl with the Moshm League, 
In 1947 he migrated to Hyderabad, wb« be started a daily newspaper, but 
letomed to Delhi >a 1^50 
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18. To Rangaswaml Iyengar* 


Steptani, 
Montana siSieae. 
Sttibciland 

mn 


My dear Rangasr^-ami,* 

Many thanls for j-our letter of the 22nd Decemba and tlse copy of the 
letter yoa sent to Gibarti’. I had hoped that some land of instructions 
would be sent to me for the Brussels t^ngiess^ but it appears that I shall 
lia\e to shift for mjsclf. 

I ha^-c ashed s friend of mine in London, Mr. Tan'ni Prasad Sinha , 
whom perhaps you know, to collect some facts and figures for the Brus^ 
Congress and to attend it also. I am unable to do any such prepaiatioii 
work here in Montana oning to want of fadl’lies. Sinha will be or 
help to ms in Brussels. He is connected nith the Independent Labour 
Party* in London and U specialty in chai^ of its Indian work. I hope 
there will be no objection to my paying Sinha his travclh'ng espens® 
etc. out of the money y ou are sending me. He cannot afford to come on 
his own account. Tlie £50 you arc sending will be ample for both of os. 

I noticed in the Foncdfd that a cablegram of greeting had been receiv- 
ed by the G)ngiess froin the Berfin Schado'ivt. I wonder if yoo 
others were also labouring under thb misapprehension. The cable was 

1. .A-ICC. File No, C-21(T9). 19:6-27, pp 77— 7S N.MALL. 

2. A. Rangasn-ami Ijengar (1&77-1971); started as a minor official, tfim 

kgal practice at Tanjore, and finaDj tomed to jonnialism. He pined Tn« 
Hindu, the leading Englisli nwspapei of Madras, Ini Wt it to become tic 
editor of tic Tamil journal Snvdaamibm. He was general secretary of tic 
Congress 1926-27. Elected to the Cenbal Legiilative Assembly, he was seae- 
larj of the Swaraj Party from 1925 and worked closely with Motilal Neluu. 
He retnmed to The Hmdir as editor in 1928 and served it tfll Ms deafli. 

3. .\ Hnnganan coramunirt and secretny of the organising comnuttee of tie 
Congress against Impenalism. Janahaibl met him agam, many years btw. 
3i fie Atim AAican GmArence at SamAnig nr Aprff I9fi, 

4. International Congress agamst Impcnalisn held at Brussels in Fdamaiy 1927. 

5. An Indian jotmulist in London, who was working m the office of the rndepen- 
dent Labour Party. 

C The Independent Labour Parly was ongmal Labour Party m Bntain. 
lianng been fotnided I 5 Ketr Haidie tn 1S93 seven years before the labour 
Patty. It was affiliated mth the Labour Party till 1932. Tbe I.L.P. was 
more radical than the Labour Forty hut opposed to Ccnuauniim. It newt 
commanded a hrge foPowirtg 


256 



' IN EUEOTE 


sent by Gibaiti on bclialf of the League against Oppression in the 
Colonics. " Scliadowslr” (short for Sc1i3(]av>'Strasse) nas (he name of 
the street. 


Voun sincerely, 
)a\i-ahailal Nehni 


19. To Rangaswaml Iyengar* 


Sanatorinin Slephaoi, 
Montana — Suisse 

2J.1.27 


My dar Ranjasnaiiu, 

1 base sent you by this mail three registered piclets confaimng my re- 
ports and other papers relating to the BnisseU Congres. 

I uohdet il you could talc any effechse steps to move the Indian 
labour leaders over the Chinese question*. I wash the hade unions 
could be made to adopt something similar to out jofct dcflawhon at 
'Brussels or the Independent Ubour Party resolutions. I am very 
out of touch mth labour leaders in Indh and do not T® 

th^’ arc. 1 have written to Joshi* 4 Bapfista* but I do not 
to do much, 1 wish you vould gel the Indian Trade I/nion 
talc up the matter. 

1. AlCC. file Ko C 29[62.Ay/19a P ZJL'i ,n a.ri 

2. Tile CluiBc cineslion breaifiy «« thrt „ [lat ttuolry, 

view ttymg to ifdua the hil«nce of lie Eurr^ Pw"* ' 

and this was bene insted ly the* P®**”- ^ , i j, 19D9 

3 Konoan Mallet Joshi looied Scrsairft f 

and nas Connected mtl vaiwis sudal rc^ ina? drpaty men 

All India Trade Union Congress, 1925 29 and agWB iS22 2d 

bo of 4, to,™, Of boj; of lb. fW““' Si. 

,.4 .onta 19)! IW ,od W64>. Itobo 
tioo, 19t9 1911. nominated member nf ibe legi*Ine T J 

firm, 190! 10 19471 Membee, Umol I>™o..|ioo 
mnssm .1 Inta, ,«o.M lUmd Tile Co.tae.ee, I9i«, 
and meetings o! flic lomt Paihauinitarjr Qwno^ 
d Joseph BapLta [ISM 1931); toot a Ptoewo^P^ » ^ SX”ri915, 
and labour moiemrots. .ar Firridcot, BombrjPionn .,,.mblr 1914- 
a,4 Won Home We U,^. »»» llta “‘fe" » 

27; Piendenl, All.d.a Trrdr Oni« Co,^. WHi. 14^11 ueig^ 
Ubo« Cnnfemer, Cmrm, 1W4, ?»«”"• '>“'“1 ^ 

l»n, 192S. 
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I enclose a letter I received from Bn'dgcman® for >our mfonnalic'a. 

Youn sinctrtly, 
Jasvaliarlal Kchru 


5. RcjiKiU Bridgeinan (b, ISH); afler I*** letoCTOit fcom the Britisli diplKM 
tic smict, became an acthe mnto of tlie Brihsli labour Fatj and SCTtd 
for a in- jrein aj SeartJij cj the Bntub branrfi of tbe League againsl lo- 
ptiulisTn- 


20. To Rangaswami Iyengar' 


25.U7 

My daz lUngasr\aTni, 

Sbny lhanis for yoor letter o£ tbc 6tii |anuai)’ enclosing a cheque for 
£50. As i haNr already informed you, the BnmeB Congrass rnertJ ott 
Febiuaij’ 10th, the preUminaiy committee ineetin|$ talang place from 
Febniary 5th. I hope to go to Bmssels early in Fchmary. I shaB of' 
course send jira a report of the procecdii^ spedaDy in r^rd to India. 

I ™ sort)' to notia the strange omisMon of all lefaence to the Orincse 
sitoaticn in the proceedings at CanbatL 'This sihtation is doimroting 
politics in Europe and a great deal of attention is being paid to it The 
latest dcN'clopments point almost to war and if a ^^■ar begins, Russia may 
be dragged in. 1 find in lodas-'s papers that Indian troops are being sent 
to China and Lord Invin* has addressed the Assembly oo the subject- 
All this aiay happen bat en'dentiy Indian politicians attach no s^nifi- 
cance to it and do not even care to pass a pious resolution. I wonder at 
times why different groups and parties in In(£a are so bitter against ea^ 
other. Fundamentany ihcj’ scan to hare more or less the same moderate 
mentality, wheflier they call themselves Liberals, Srvarajists or Ko- 
changers. The mention of mdepeodence frightens them and exery 
effort is made to dusocute oneself from the idea or from its impifeatienj. 
The Indian Stales and foreign policy are taboo and not to be discussed; 
tiic army and problems of defence are bcjnnd ns, and so we spend all 
our energy in protesting, with raryirg degrees of emphasis, against io- 
temments and imprisonments and regulations etc. I am afraid this 

1. AlCC Fik No. 0-21(79), I92M7, p 79. N-MMX. 

2. \’ietio^ of Inda I92S-3I. 
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m moFE 


tame and ConstifuUona} and legal and piopet and jeasonable ac- 
raises no enthnsbsra m me. 
m mfe is getting on fairly wH. 


yoUR sinceiely, 
IsnBJiarlal Mebru 


21. The Payeholofl’y of Indian Hallonafism' 


ore than hio deades ago a peat Indian, Mr. G. K. Golhalc, whcse 
I® conjecrated to the seivice of bi motiredand, fonnded an as- 
lation ailed the Servants of Ijido Swiety. TJiis nas a Jjftls group 
. . devoted to the service of India. In the roles of this aKOciabon 
r. Goldiale refened with gentk Irony to Ihe wKnitable nrdom of 
d«tini« of India and England. In- 
cwtable indeed ras this dispemation nhirJ) brought together in the 
rebnon of mien and ruled tno races and peoples so disdttiilat and 
|o little capable of understanding cacfi otliet. Perhaps a healthy con- 
, between the Ino fypa noold h«e done good to bodi by humants- 
'"I them mote and toning down Ihdr angulirilies. Bat there is litfle 
of liaith, wliete an alien rate governs another, however good ifilen- 
bens might be. Cooperation to be pioductive of good must be die 
tooperaKon of equals, jjot fliat miscalled coeperation which is based 
on the masterfulness of the rulers and the servaity of the ruled. 

And so vve have the wtraordinary fact that after a century and half 
of British rule in India, the hio new are as apart from each other as 
and today each views the olba vnfli resentment and hostlity. 
The Indian being the imdcrdog has at least Ined to understand the 
f«}chol<^ of fivs with peat success it must be adrrutfed, 

far passion and lade of sympathy Date rt difficult to appreciate another, 

“t the English have not had even this inducement and the average 
'Jglisl^ti is singularly incapable of ajqnttutii^, or even trying to 
appreciate s sfesi-point different from his own. India it to him but a 

" The Kevioir of Nj&ow. Vd. 1, Ifc. 1, pobfabri la Geneva, faiaiy 
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part oE the mpterious and eScte East, nhich ahva}! plob and intrigues 
most' irrationall}- against the God-ordained might and majesh’ of Eng- 
land, and ungratefully forgets flic many favours sshich England has 
bcstosied on her. Has not Bi^d giien India the railuajs, the tele- 
giaph and the telqihonc and csfahlished the Pax Britannica? It does 
not occur to him that there are other things, of the mind and the spirit, 
not to mention material good, mote s-ital than radvr-ajs and the Ifl-e, 
and India may not has-e fated wefl in regard to them. Nor does it 
occur to him that other conntries c\«n in the East have descloped 
railrvays and the telegraph and the telephone wthout England’s help, 
and pMaps India ako m^ht hate done so if Prondenoe in Its inscrut- 
able wisdom had not thrust England on her. And peace is good, but 
even the tenors and the misery of the battlefield arc better than the 
peace of the graveyard. 

A little imagination, some fellw fcchng, and less of self-complac- 
ency and smug unctuousness would hate gone a long rsty to sohe the 
problem of India to the mutual advantage of both England and India. 
Unhappily the necessary ^litres hate been uholly lacHng and the 
problem will sohe itself in its cm-n way, but this vtay may bring, as it 
has already done, a great dal of softcring to India and some unpleasant 
surprises to England. 

That India desires to control her own aSain and to regain her lost 
dignity is natural enough and requires do esplanab'on or justificat'on. 
The psychology of Ind'ian nationalism is inndamentally the same as 
that of any other nation strising to'iid itseE of ab'en domination. But 
perhaps it is worth white to enquire how the nationalist nio\e[aent in 
India took its present shape and gathered the impetus which it has 
had in recent jars. To an outsider India appais today to be rent 
wiGi faction and strife— the Hindu and the Muslim fighting, and \uri- 
ons political parties bittaly opposing ach other. This is largely true, 
and yet (he dominant fact remains that almost m-ety thinking Indian 
b thoroughly distrustful of England and desirous of getting rid of her 
rule. Never before was tbae so much and such widespread hostility 
to British rule and want of faith in the hontf fidfs of the English. 
Every poliKal parly of any sbnding and even the grat communal 
organisations have declared that India must have responsible govern- 
meat Some people want indqjendenc^ while others lay stress on 
dominion rule, knowing well flat a thin line dhides the two. The 
methods of political parties differ and they may quarrel among them- 
rdves about achieving fl?cir ^1, but tie fact remaiEJ that in essentials 
the goal of all is the same. 

An individual or counby in advecity always looks back to ib more 
prospemus days and usually nt^niSes them. The Indun of today b 
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fcjitly inCucnrcO by Dim bsJt M Hjc hJjoTc rhn- aiUjifd »}?««]>« 
to llictn. One Uct ii noScAWlI^. Dutinj all llic trcmWa and tnrt- 
sms ilie sila;? system of lotsi telfpstnirncnt. «Iikli mi t5ic tad- 
'bons o{ lilt Indan mtnn of pRcmnifnt, enduftsJ and mi Ulltj 
afiwltd. 

lliC paduiJ disintegnlkm and fall of tlic Mojlul Koifir: prodtiied 
unstable cotiditioni m India and Ibete a period cf intanccinc con 
fi;cL Tliia MS prrtilujly faswnaUc to fotn^ atlstiilurm and tbt 
llnglisli ttxsl: fnll ad'atita^c of it and jtaOiulU, fcs- pUyin^ oil ens rolr: 
agiwst ll\c olh«, estiUalsed flm i^iy. 

It is not possible to mention Ikx tl»c aefsksementj in art and Iitcii 
hire and tlioudrt atsd cstn t!ie science of costnimcnt dnnn; the Hindu 
and Muslins peiiods. Hut tbty ilioeU l« borne in mind to Brdsstand 
tf»5 Indian'a pride in fiij past and Iris coatcmptucc} rcjettliwi ef tlie 
British daim that they rcscsscd India ftom anaitlsy and lailarism 
This, in bsiefcst outline, n the pktwe id Ihc past nhlds the Indian 
has in his mind. Very mtotally he ciac^tnta the good b »t and fos- 
gets the bad, But nulmg all allonanrc. the past of Irda has s grat 
deal ntirtl'y of a grot coontry and conspies stry fasoB-'ably wills the 
s<)subblo and beasant «nfi;ch cf the lirtk eoimttscs cf narope. She 
fell an easy pics to tiie conquerors fnnn the M ot ewin; undcuhtedfy 
to deadenre and rant cf cohtsicss and speciallr to liw not lusbg nsadc 
suScienl progress b tJie srimt of nar. 

The British came to India at adsentuten and fretboettn and their 
fol period MS sdmitirdly a prtdalwt one. Encjmiius JW» of mono 
we bless out cf Inda and wdK-idtal Dijtishmcn — the ’'rafnhs' 
as they "*■«« called in tJiose dsys—nadt sast fortenes, Tim n-as ins- 
nirdbtdy foRcrstd by a tcorc js^fnigtiKd mcttiod c! ertorticn. The 
chid object was to £U the coSen of the tart India Company to enable 
it to pay hcasT disidcRds to its $!urcfu^.ders and to increase Britisfi trade 
witli India, it is ntll knosro that the most cruel and umcinpnlcFm 
tnrttiods wtit adopted to Ml P.ositishinj Indian bdostrks b order to 
End a mailct for Lancashire goods. Dulia ranging np to 120% n«e 
put on Indian stoSs imported bSo Engbnd and it w oen made an 
offence b England to ntsr seme Indian dotbs. M'iih tire combg of 
the British and the dcselopmeot of the sea routes Inda also lost toofh 
with ha Asatie neighbours, and thsa the fornga bade of India was 
cnobed. The British aulhoiitw then tomed their attention to the 
btenal tndc and imposed aB marmet of fctosy transit and other duties 
wluch mde it \Tty difficult to send Indan s°®ds from one part of the 
tonnby to another Mesnsslule Lanendure goods had fret and easy 
access to tlie Indian marVcl, and so gradoally the peat Indian cotbge 
bdustries ssere annihilated, and Lanashire cotton and otlier Englib 
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gowlj tad a int WiV Hit miiilt trt afl tlicsc measntcs vias to msVe 
miJIionj unemploj-cd and to throw them on the land. But the land 
fa* rvu fiai\ and wat cmvlinually heii^ inetcired at petiodical ar- 
sasmenlj. 'Ilic people became more and more impmtrislied while at 
the same time a jlicam ot monej- went to enrich the East India Com- 
pany and the nunuFartuteo in rpglatid. 

The tliiiil period saw tJie gndtul conjolidation and wfension of 
Dfitisli rule, In all departincnh which strenglhened tlie liold of the 
Coi-emmenl or brought in rciTiwie efficienc)- was shonti but little wa* 
dciwe for the people. P»om ptotcurana of hrinjing tnlightcnrntrit to 
the licathcn were frequent enough but the iliirf considention was 
diiidcndv An attempt was made to itoit education on \t'csti.Tn lines. 
'Ihe old Milage schools, nhieh were nidespraj, died out as did the 
$ 5 Stem of Milage sdf-govcmtnent. Tlic fesv kIkwIs and collies started 
to gi\c W'cslcm education onh cffcelcil an infinitesimal number of 
persons and tlieir mam object was to train ckrls for Hrilish offices and 
dtpartmtnh of gastnwncnt. Hto period csrot to a sudden end with 
the grat Mutiny in 18S7. 

As usual tlte English knew KWe and cared less for what the people 
were thinUng and feeling. Resentment and hostility apinst tlie policy 
and melliodt of the English neiu growing all round but tliey did not 
notice them. Ulllmatety a spask started a great confiagration. There 
nn Ik no doubt that tlie Mutim, at it h called by English wnters, was 
« national rising against the Billwl). arsd if I 7 ary dance it had sue* 
ctedod, it would hasK been a war of iadcpcndenct. But patriots who 
fail are dubbed traitoa and suffer the fate of traitors. Unluppily the 
nuilinecrs committed harbiritics and wesscs of the svorst Und. But 
the Cast India Company was cs’cn more atrocious and the memory oF 
that nightmare of horror Bngcn. The rising was suppressed and the 
jn-ople cmsnl dawn. An Amis Act was passnl dqstiving them of their 
arms assd Iwlia v(« administerol by U>e BcithU Eartiarueut direct and 
not by the East India Company. 

’Ehe subsequent period s«s a quiet one and many administrabvc re. 
forms ssere introduced by the British. A number of able sdministn, 
tors perfected the burcaucralio system rrf government, and tlie Indian 
Civil Service bcamc a h%14y organised and powerful body of men, 
often actuated by good intentioos for the peoples, $0 long as these 
intentions did not inlerfem witli tbdt ow povs-ers and privileges or 
touch the basis of liritisli rub or injure Ontish commerce, Tlie con- 
tiol of ftit ^rVusli Ysnlimwiit -ww wwtiimjH the Itdto CwJ Sts- 
vice which was until quite recoiliy entirdy recruited in En^nd, had 
complete control over the destinies of India, the people of India having 
no place ot power in gavemment. Viceroys came and went and 
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seldom succcedwl in doing ainU)in| agamsi Die wishes of |)ic I.C5. 
Such of Uicni, as Lotd RipoTs, who tried to go counict Jo the J.C5. 
were soon btought lo booh. It was natural that a close corporation 
like tlic I.Ci;., uncontrolied other bj‘ Indian public opinion or h? the 
British Patliarnent, should become mote and mote imbued with a sense 
of its o«Ti riftucs and intolerant of all ciiiicvsm and opposition. Like 
little 01)'mptans, cut o8 from the norM of jaffcriiig humanit}', iho’ sat 
on tiicir mountain tops or tn llicir (4Bca, infallible and nnappioach- 
ahfe ac^t to such as brought tlitm totnc oifcrings of Sattirry and 
scrsi'Iih'. All wisdom lav in them and the gift to probe the hearts of 
the millions committed to their charge, and finding, without any refer- 
ence to them, what w-as good for them and what was not And the 
lucVlcss person sslio dared lo question tlijs wisdom was guilty of llic 
deadliest of sins. 

Mcatly thirty jwfs after the Mutiny, as the memory of ib horrors 
receded, the new natinnaKsm bepn lo find fresh oprosion and the 
Indian Nations! Congress was founded. This was at fi«t entirely con- 
fined to the English educated few and it was a s-ciy moderate body, 
asking in the most fBpcctful of lai^gc for triml rrforrnj. Gradually 
it gained strength, but for Jong il conKnited to repreent the moderate 
nationalist Early in the 2m centniy the naSonalist movement 
gathered head and some of the measures of the gov’emment, among 
which the most impoctant was the partition of the province of Bengal, 
fanned the flames of nationalism and bostili^ to Engbnd. For tlie 
first time in recent history a grot politxsl latlrr, Tiblc, who had in- 
fluence not only amongst the Et^fish educated hot with large masses of 
his counbyrnea, arose, and in Bengal and th: West of India the people 
were greatly stirred. A rameinent for ihe bojeott of Bnh’sh goods was 
started and it achieved comidnahle snccetf. In Bengal and elsewhere 
terrorist crime took pbee and the Bri&b govemnent tried to meet the 
situation by deportiKon! witbemt trul and other reprosM measures. 
In the Congress itself there was a conflict between the moderate and 
advanced sections which oltimately had to break betweeo the two and 
the aWmisls left the Congress. Tibk was sent to jail for a loi^ 
period and the Bei^l agitatkm came to an end by the annulment of 
the partition of Bengal. The result of His new methods of aptation 
aJw «?bida.‘&w oIjoaM reform a &e giyyctsmeoi 
Indians vvctc gi^'Cn councils withont anv powen These icfonns were 
introduced, as has indeed been admrfted, to divide the two wings of 
ftie Batkiralist part)- and thej' snixecded admirably in doing so. Dur- 
ing the great war British statesmen were lawsh m their promises to 
India arid many liopes wwe boflt on them. Bat «-cn domig the coo- 
timiatioo of the war various incidents, mdoding the press gang methods 

261 



IV rimoiT. 


o! rccmilnicnt in Ihc Punjab, went a long way to intensify icscntmcnt 
against Ilnglind, and a feeling that Britislt ptomiscs were not lilely to 
l>c lepl, stjiin! a sigo^ous agibl/w fot Jlomc Hide, as it »ia$ flicn rai- 
led, 'Hiis bore fmit in the announcement nude on behalf of the Bri- 
tish I’ailunient llul responsible gosnumcnt was llic goal of British 
polio in liulu and this was follosseil by the Nionlagii Chelmsford 
schonc of ariorms. But reforms dibycd fall far short of cspcctations 
ami seldom utiify, arid the demand for greater power and freedom, 
the more it is rcpiesscd the more it meteases. 'llie reu’ sclicmc, which 
from an rjighshman's point of view went far, fell fiat and was bitterly 
criticised by llic Indfan Congress. 

hfcanwhifc strange firings were luppcnii^ and the mind of India was 
nslly CTCicised and agitated. Tlic close of Uic wnt brcniglit to her not 
the ftcedam she longed fot but UowVitt Dills wlricli s\ne ostensibly 
aimed at suppiessing res-Qhitkonary s-iofciK* but which in reality gass: 
^t Mwen to the police and iJic cwcutne to suppress politiral a^ 
Ihity by armt and detention without trul. Ibe reaction in tlic coun- 
try was Uemendom and esety sfiadc of opinion was ranged against this 
law*, but in spite of this unanimous opposition the bills ncit passed 
by the gostmment. Ibis brought a new force of trcinersdous import 
into Indian politics. Mr, Candhi. already wuldv Vnown and respected 
ort account of Iris great fight in South Afiia for the tights of the In- 
dians domiciled tlicre, came forward with a nos'd weapon of peaceful 
utyapohe and ciril disobedimte. Ilis tniporary ancsts led to riob 
ifl some places ant! then foltencd the nortul Jne regime in the Prwijab. 
'Hie massacre m Amntsaf by Diet and his crawling order and numc- 
Tous atsocitin perpetrated during tins period by the Punjab o^ctals 
drosT the iron into llic soul of India. India tnnv as neser before what 
British rule meant and wlial it rested upon, and airiously, instead of 
being tetturbed as she liad bcai after the Mutiny, the very horror of 
the Punjab gast fresh courage and made her resohe to put an end to 
conditions whkli could permit such bappenings, 

Tlie tiralmcnt accorded ta TuiVcy and Use Kliilafat by Engbnd was 
also grcafic rocnled bj’ the Musfina in India, and from llie Punjab 
wiongs and the KliiUlat was bora noncoopention whkh toot hold of 
India and penneated to the leinolrsl vflUges and was probably the 
greatest mass mnsement wliich any country has had in recent times, 

To ciumine this great mosement ssilh any thoroughness would 
(jtiirc lltc fonsidemlion of many details and tins is not possible here. 
Koncuoperation cssentblly was a passimate protest against British 
dominion in India and its mclbod of action was to witfidiaw peace- 
fully all support from the British govcnitncnt. It was based on the 
admitted assumption Ilwt Biitisli rule cinnoc exist in India without 
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the jupport and the exploitation of laige numben of the Indian peo- 
ple. It ttis something like Sinn Fan m Ireland, only it v\-as ttidei 
and deeper. It svas not, as a svhol^ an attach on N\^estcm ciNiliza* 
tiou 01 even English cdueatton. Bnt if nns felt that of all lire in- 
juries done by England to Itriia— the detnictSon of her manufactures, 
the imporerishment of her people— the greatest injniy uas moral 
rather than phwical. She had deliberatdy enusculated us and des'e- 
loped the slare mentahtj’ in us and made us feel pouerless and unable 
to contend against her might She had made ns despise men the 
good that u'as in our culture and by a system of education, uhich 
taugiit US false or pers'erted history, had turned us into a nation of 
deiks and underlings. She had dmtloped groups and classes of peo- 
ple— her army of subordinates in the gosumment seis-icc, the people 
attached to her lani' courts, the mcictianb dealing in British goo^ dc. 
whose subsistence was apparently hound up with the continuance of the 
British connection. So noncoopcQtion stroch at these strong ropes 
that tied us to Britain. The Councils were boycotted and so were 
the law courts; foi«i|n cottoo goods were not to be bought or sold 
and were to be replaced by the hand-spun and band-ivo\un product of 
our cottages and s-fllagcs; the gostnunent schools were to be left, not 
beauss ue were against education, but betanse die education that 
w'zs gisen in them was anti nation^ Later in the scheme were the 
boycott of gosemment sersie^ chil and mditary, and ultimately a r^ 
fufil to pay taxes. And all this was to be done without any resort to 
s-iolence. It was logiaBy a perfect scheme and no gostmment could 
withstand it. But it required a tremendous deal of self sacrifice and 
forbearance. 

The history of Indb during the years 1920 to 1922 shows the won- 
derful cxleut to which the people responded to this call. How enor 
mous incomes were chcerWly giren op and suScrings were wfUingly 
borne and how about 25,000 men and women went peacefully to jalL 
Tire mco-ement met with greater success than could has'c been expect- 
ed, bnt the remos-al of nearly aB flic leaders, who were put in fail, 
and the ubiquitous presence of the agent pnnoceteur led to a breat 
up of discipline and to acts of siolcnce which resulted in Mr. Gandhi 
and the Congress suspending flic mos'enient. 

But noncooperation did not die, nor can it die It has come to 
India to stay. The political morenrent tooh a diSerent tom and the 
Congress derided to enter the Councils, not from any los'e of them 
but to carry on the ^ht IhercL And this inside the country con- 
tinues and is IBelr to continue, alfliough for the present it is douded 
by internal dissensions. 
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Noncoopciab'on, as has been said, tonsed up the masses of India. 
Owing the intenSitj- of Hie stni|glc then attiwtion n’ls all « the fight 
hut nlicn the reaction came and success was dclsjtd, tJie nesv]^ rc- 
Jeased energy went in wrong diieclioiK. Tlictc, stiff and at places 
stagnant v.ate conW not bt stilted up without unpleasant odoun. 
ToAiy this cne^ is turned muaids and Iwlps in adding to mutual 
bitterness and strife. Indian pc^itics appear to be dominated by the 
communal question, the antagonism said to wist behveen the Hindu 
ami Muslim. 'Ilictc is no douhl tlut there is this antagonism today 
but Iheic is also little doubt tliat mocli of it is the creation of interet- 
ed parties. All '\lio ate acquainted with conditions know that Eng- 
land carnsot hoW fnda if Hit nindo and the Mcekm ate together, and 
the strength of tlie noncoopcnlion mostanenf lay in tin's that they did 
act together. They also know Hut ft has been the deliberate policy 
of the Goseinment to plas off one tonnnurity against another. Ofr 
cially this is of course denied but unoffieially many even of the offi- 
cials admit it. And such of us as base bken part in Indian politics 
Vnow full well that at esety turn wc lii« to face the agent pwo- 
catew arid esen mu natloitol assemblies a« lull of the ajorts rf tU 
government's seaet seniec. Tlie responsibility of England foe the 
communal situation in India is not a light one. Nonetheless no Indian 
will deny that ours is the piimaiy responsibility and if \se were not 
very much at fault no cuPider could make us act in tlie foolish and 
criminal way we have done. And the solution w1l also come frorn 
us probably sooner than many cspcct. 

India and China, though diBercnl in many ways, have much in 
common, adna today U in a wdlci of clnl war, the proteges and 
hirelings of foreign powers trying to suppress the nationalists and pre- 
lent the formation of a strong and independent Stale. But the \ic- 
torwus armies of Canton arc g«ng forward surely and steadily and 
every Indian icjcrices at tlicir success. India too may find the way to 
her goal through tlie present strife and faction. For it imut he re- 
membered that the long sleep of Into is wa, and \i the waldTig is a 
troubled one, nonetheless the shength increases and as soon as Hie 
internal squabbles are adjusted, fliis enei^ and strength all turn 
to the one goal which ahnost cvciy one hi India desires. 

WTiy does an Indian desire freedom for his country? Is it strange 
Hiat be should do so? I'Tiat is the present position in the so«ilIed 
British Commonwealth of Katioiitf India i an original member of 
the League of Nations, but the men who claim tu represent her are 
nominated by thn British Gwemnieiit and represent the go^traIIle^t 
alone. In this Imperial Conference she finds a place by couitcsy and 
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tlic raWc genllnnan* wlio Im recently been "iqiitscnting’* her ap- 
pealed In be o\cn»liclmed in the li^h and distinguished cornpari) and 
all he could do was to «pt&s icpalcdl) his gntitiidc lot being aliens* 
cd to sit on tlic doontep. In tiic British Dominions an Indbn is treat- 
ed as a pariah, and in South Allies cspccia’h, colour legislation has 
rcpca(cdf)' ImmiTiafed fn'm and node ha fot fcintitc to bear. Estn 
in pasts of the rtnpiic diiictly admimstcrcd by the Brithb Colonial 
Olncc, lile Kcn)a, he is tolaatcd as an inftmor lx:ing and not permitt- 
ed to aATi propcity in the li'^hlands nlikh are the pcnilur preserve 
of the few Bntish settlers. 

In liis own countr;' his lot is no better, lie is cribbed and conSned 
and lus no opportunities fot growth. AH creative and artistic effort 
lus largdv died out of hini under the uncongenial and stifling atmos- 
phere and a third rate hteraiv education had nude him fit only fot 
the office stool. After 150 jan ot mote of British rule the magoiff- 
cent icsult is a bare 8 pa cent of literate. There arc no funds, so 
saja the Gmemment, for incrosing education or more sanitation, ot 
hospitals, or oilier rution-bufldii^ sctstccs. Tor most of the revenue 
is swallowed up by an cnormoui cipenditure on an army pnt of whose 
chief purposes fs to leep down tuibdml nah'oiialists. fndans arc clarg. 
cd wth being unable to undertate the defoiet of thdr country after 
a deliberate policy of depriving them of tlieii arms and refusing to 
admit them, except recenth in a reij small meaniie, to eommiBton* 
ed tanks. Interminable okjukcs go on as to how furtlicr eomrsus* 
sions can be given, but vvheti it comes to increasing the pay of tlie 
liidun Civil Service, tl'C highest paid service in the world, a Renal 
Commission is hurried through in the t«lh of mummous Inton pro- 
test and the pay is increased and free passage to Engbnd granted. 
Fnnds were not ladiag for thb. 

If an Indian turns to commerce and industry he finds the poliq of 
the British Government » ohroys, and perhaps naturally, partial to 
Bntish inlcresb and firms. IlighK inadi^uate arrangements oast in 
the country fot imparting tethnicai eduation and the Government of 
India' did not even have a Dqraitment for Commerce and Icidcstrv' 
till Loid Cuizon's* time- Tlie eaxhange and financial policy of gov- 
emment has adiniUedU' done tremendous injun- to Indian mterats, the 
fOTjespewding gsm goisis fr* Britidb firm UjU ist jtsr there svas the 


2 At the Impout Con(^«>c* beU m EbjUsd la October 1926, the birhaijp ct 
Bmdrran ms cooteot to achawledg: and acqujewf in the mfoiCFr pootwn 
ftven to turn at the CootaeMe. 

2. A'icnw d lodi* Ifi'W t^OS. 
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unique spccbclc of llic Go^cm^lent of India taxing cotton goods 
manufactured in India itself. Tlie cotton industry in India nearly 
broVe dov\Ti under this burden and nitiinatdy the excise duty was rs- 
mostd. 

In the Govenrinent of India, tlie Indun has little influence, lire 
decisions of the new Coundls m vital malteis arc orciiidden ot ^ored 
by the Viceroy. Tlic Viceroy and his Cormdl have pou-ers to initiate 
legislation or to certify any measure Jlhou^r the Lt^sblhc Assem- 
bly or Provincial Council may delibeiatdy wlc against it. In the As- 
sembly the Sri-arajists adopted the old constitutional method of protest 
and soted down supplies but the Vkeroy coitd and did forthwith te- 
wne Uio'r decision. 

But the terrible fact whklj stares every one in India U the appalling 
poverty of tlic people. India is not a country of gaily bedccled Ma- 
harajahs displaying thcrrscUcs and their jewds periodically in the \Vest 
after the matmer of slat aitistes of tire cinema world as many people 
seem to imagine, hut a grim bnd full of millions of posctfy-sfnckcn 
peasants and labouicis for whom the nnt mol b always a problem, 
a problem whleli is often not soh-ed. Competent observers have come 
to the conclusion tliat poverty has increased pally since the coming 
of the British and is still inaeasing. But Indeed slatislics are hardly 
necessary to cstahlbh thb for he wlio kava the few towns with their 
thin veneer of activity and prosperity and goes deep into tlic villages, 
can see it for himself in the sunken eye and (he hopeles looks of the 
people. \Vliat will India be hie in the future if thb contmiies? 

Mcanwliilc, many of llie best of Indb’s sons lie in jail or in forced 
detention. Many of them arc exiles in foreign lands unable to return 
to their motherland. Under the Bengal R^btior, one of the pFts 
of Lord Rading and the last Bntish labour Cabinet to India, a Urge 
numba of young men have been in javl xvilhout trial or without even 
the fommlatjon of any clwrge. Conspiracy tnah are frequent and 
young men whose chief fault was that they loved tfieir counfi) 
too ardently, if nshly and foolbblvv soRw the extreme penalty of the 
law. Tilts is the Pax Britannica in India and it is not surprising that 
the Indian is thoroughly dlssarislied with it and lools forward to the 
day when he will have no more of it 

\Vhat the future vv ill bring it will be vain to prophesy but it is cleat 
that no settlement short of complete self rale will solve the problem. 
That self rale may mean complete tndependence ot it may mean what 
is coiled Dominion Status. Most Indbm potiticians talk about Do- 
minion Status but perhaps they do so because it is apparently earier 
to achieve. In reahtv the «st majontv desftc incfepencfencc and some 
have the courage to say so. TFve Brihi Empire does not appear to 
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be b good health and daily it becomes more and more nebulons. The 
chief link beWeen England and fljc Dominions is one of sentiincnt 
hut sentiment does not cany one fai when bterests clash. Jf India 
were a Doraimon there wouM be Kltfc of this sentiment, in fact at 
present there is some thing s-cry modi the lei-eise of it, and her eco- 
nomic bterests are bound to clash wiHi those of England. It is thus 
a little difficult to see how India could continue as a free member of 
the British Commonwealth. But perhaps the future may bring its 
surprises and India may find a place there. For India has no desire 
to nourish past grievances. She looks to fte future. 

One tendency howeier is already noticeable. The idea of closer 
contact with YNsiatic nations is burning bcreasmgly popular. The 
similaiity of manj ideas and cultures b partly accountable for Ihb hot 
the real reason fe, undoubtedly, a common antagonism to European do- 
mination and exploitation. There b some talk m the East of an 
Asbtic Federation but thb may be for the present a h’ttlc premature. 
But uheneser India achieves real freedom, she b sure to be drawn 
tOMurds her nei|hbouiln| countries and to try to work io a large mea- 
sure b concert with them. 


22. Statement to the Press at Brussels’ 


I am gbd to hav-c the opportunity to associate myseU on bdialf of the 
Indian Xational Congress and the picopb of India whom it repreents 
wifli the aims and objects of this Intcraational Congress. The Indian 
Congress sbnds for the freedom ol Iiriia; freedom from {oreign rde 
and inteisentioQ as wdl as fte libeiatiou of the poor and oppressed 
from an exploitation- ^Vc welcome this International Congress be- 
ause, as we usdmland it, it has been called together to further these 
Msva awd vn mltenstMSsal Wc realiss. 'ivat. there 

is modi in common in the straggle which v-atious subject and semi- 
subject and oppressed perries are canving on today. Theii opponents 
arc often the same althou^ they soirietimcs appear m diSerent guises 
and the means emplojud for thdr sobjection are often sinrilar. Contact 

1. <? Fttnnff 1927 MC.C. RkKoC 29 fK.M. P»t 11/1927, pp. ISi-lSf 
K-M.MU 
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bfUtoi the «oom people will led Id i belte uodfnbndwg of 
wch ctim'j prolitcmi and diiBcvIlie and « fwund to icsull in closer 
cooperation which must bins luccos ncare to m all The fabric of 
inipcrialum looU inipening and appean to hold to^cthe, bit any dent 
in it will automatically tad to its total dntniction. 

Tlic Indian National Congtoj ii iiecourily national and has nation- 
alhm ai its basis, but as cnir ficat ladw Cantllii has said, our national- 
ism is lasfd on llic most mtensc intcmatioMlKm. The prohlem of 
Indian fitedom is (or iii a vital and urgently esential, but at the same 
lime tf is not mnely a purely national, problem. Inda is a woild pro- 
blem and as in llie past so in ibe fnttttc otiser countries and peoples 
will be vitally affected In the CMiJilkm of India. 

Today llie strangest and tlie most (armeliing imperialism is that 
of nngiand and Cnplish impaulism and policy ahvars bas-e India as 
their coftiCT stone. Doth Kgypt and other parts of Afria hast suf- 
(errtl dommatkin benuic linlidi impaialisin wanted to strengthen 
its hold on India and to prolcd its sea loutcs to that counhj’. TTie 
iiiipoiUnee of India and Ita future lor this Intematianal Congress is 
thus obvious. 

Tlic fndon national movement has nrfeomed with Ihe liveliest sym* 
paths and hope tire lucceses of llie nationaluU in Clrina. ft has 
been a matter of sluroe and sorrow to m lliat the Drilbh Covemmcnl 
should venture to send Indian troops to China* in an attempt to coerce 
the Oiinesc. You arc probably aware tlial the Indbn National Con- 
pess has prototed in the strongest language agamsl this and the na- 
tionalist members of the Indian Iqjiabturc wanted to raise this que- 
tiem in the legHlaturc but the CnglMi \'iccTt>y esetcised his veto on 
the ground that it raised matters of lorngn policy. Mr. Candhi and 
other Indian leaden have croplolially on bclialf of the people of 
India eapressed their ardent hope Uiat the Chinese nationalists will 
bring about the iinsl cnianripation of Cliina Ibe Indbn press has 
condemned tlic Govmmnrts Ktion and mass meetings favr been 
held in various parb of tlic roimtiy for Uie purpose, fndu today is 
with Clrina not only because she has every sympathy for her but be- 
ausc she feels that Cliina's successful fight is llic most hopeful sign 
of tlic future downfall of imperialism. As of oU imperialism b try- 
ing to utilise one subject country to coerce anotlier but in spile of her 
wtalncis Indb is not so nah today as to permit herself to be employ- 
ed 3t i psnw in mpcrai/it gjoic. 


!, In Janaiiy 1927 it was annoBRRct Ibat Indu bong the nearest patt of the 
ISnUsli rmpiK {iom wt^h tioo^ enuU be immcdutcTv despatclied to Clnna. 
a ccntirjmt ot Indian troops was being aert • 
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Tlic attempt to use India against China mate it all the mofc neccs- 
sat)' for the faices ot nalionalisin in the subject nations to cooperate 
tt^cthcr for llicir common good. Ant! I trust tint this Congress nill 
liclp us to bring about Utis coopaatmn and will thus bring naicr the 
fredom of oppressed nationalities. 


S3. Speech at the Brussels Consress' 


Mr. President and friends. 

I liivc the greatest picasotc in constt-ing Uic warm and cordial greetings 
of Uie Indian Nah'onal Congitss to this Conference and in associating 
out national nioscmcnt with this joint endavour to combat imperialism. 
We in India b\-c felt tlic full weight of iropctialism. inow enctly 
tthat it means, and we are lutuially intettsled In any mosement which 
concerns imperialism. Indeed, if ytm want a sally typical csasnpic to 
enable you to undersfand the itsulls of imperialism I doubt it you 
could find a better one than India. In India’s internal condition, u 
our President’ pointed out. you see tlic uoy in which British capitalism 
has suppressed and esploilcd the wotVcis. \MialDTT phase of imperia- 
lism yon study, you hav« a wonderful rumple in India, Our problems, 
of course, concern us deeply, hut 1 would \-cnture to point out to you, 
wbethci you come from Ciiina, Egypt or other dbtant countries, that 
out interots arc mueh the same, and the problem of India is of in- 
terest and importance to yx>u. 

It is not po»ibIe for me here to tell you the story of Indian eiploibl- 
rion, of the way in which India has been utilised, suppressed and es- 
ploiled by other people. It is a long and distressing story, and all I 
can do is to point out to you one or two of the more important factors, 
which we in this International COn^j must especially bear in mind, 
because they hare a particiilar relation to the wort wo hare to do. You 
hare heard of lariois dtsturbancer, of various massacres and sbooSngs, 
and most of \ou hare heard of the Amritsar affair. Do not ima^e 
■ e_, 

1. 10 rdmm i9r: aicc Fae so g \i/wr. Pirt j. pp 8>-S9 

N'yj.ML 

2. Stephen Oacb Daws (ISS6-1972)i todtr of the Soulh Wales Mmen' 
Fedention, MJ I9M1972 


272 




W77IJ SOMi. UElZCiTtS TV THE ITIOVU. CONGRESS AC ilNST IMPERI 

BRl’SJaS, FEBRPUil- 5927. 



IN EUROPE 


that because it gained greata notoriety m the worid Uian many other 
esents that it stood alone as the wont incident in the history of India 
since the Bnlbh arrised there. Thgr came there, as jou are no doubt 
aware, taling sides first with one part>’ and then anotlier, and thus 
gradually taking a firm hold. Right flunugh their stay there they have 
adopted the old policj’ of “Dir^c and Rule’’. J regret to say that 
that poliq’ is still very moch in evidence. Well, thry came and the 
earlier history of their occupation is one of t)ic most atrocious arid 
shameless examples ever seei m the history of the whole world. It is 
admitted, even by British historians who ate not exactly impartial in 
the matter, tliat the earlier hlstot) of India under the rale of the 
British is simply a predatory wie; a predatory period where fieebootos 
went unrestricted and looted and despoiled the country. Ako perhaps 
)DU know of what is called the Indian Mutiny, whidi took place 70 
)ears ago. It is called the Indian Mutiny, but if chance had willed it 
otherwise and the rebels had been successful, it might have been called 
the Indian War of Independence. But what 1 was TBlly pointing out 
to )Ou in passing was this— Amtibar was sieving to what happened 
in the case of what is called the Indian Mutiny, but since then things 
luve been happening conticmally and it is even now net at all uncom- 
mon for shooting to take place, in bet, it b terribly common for innu- 
merable comrades and friends of ouis to go to jail with or without trial. 
Indeed, many of our best comrades m India nsuaOy live in jail, or am 
edied and unable to return to Oicir homdand. Ynu may have heartl 
also perhaps of not a new but a favxiurite way of the British in India, 
of taking hold of people and putring them in jail without trial or even 
acensation. Tlris sometimes attracts a little attention. But the real 
injufj' that the British have done to India, the real exploibrion is some- 
thing even more serious than tfie shootings, hangings, massacres which 
occasionally gain some notoriety. Tliat is fiie systematic way in which 
they hare crushed the woikeis and peasants of India, and made India 
what she is today, ^\'c read in hhlocy, not oidy ancient hut even fairly 
recent histoiy, of the riches of India. India has attracted various peo- 
ples from various comers of the woxld because of her wealth and riches, 
and today if you come to India the one bet staring you in the face is 
the terrible povert)' there, The way in which the great majority of 
the people do not know where to find their next meal, and as a ton- 
sequence, often not getting thdr meals, gradually die of starvation or 
semistarvation is appalling- 

'niat is the state of India today. R does not require statistics, facts 
or figures to convince you that India in the coune of the last few 
generations has deteriorated toribly and is in such a bad way that if 
something drastic is not d«ie to ste^ Hus process India may even cease 
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b adst as a ration. You Inow, pchapj, that )tan ago— soon after 
the Brituh came— how ruthless they were in their cndca'uur to maVe 
industries proStaWc to themselves. In those dajn the new doctrine of 
tlic trusteeship of the Indbn peoples was not mentioned. Our oppres- 
sion was pcliaps not worse tlian it b lodaj', hut it was fnnlcr. Tlicrc 
was ruthless and open esploitation and suppression of all Indian indust- 
lies. This wi$ had enough but men worse followed. Gndually, bs' 
means of suppressing old jjstcms of edneation, by disarming us. and 
in a hundred and one diilcrcnt wayt th« ciushrf the spirit of the 
Indbn people and tried to mate them lose all caparity for ^cctist and 
aatise work. Tliat, I say, was the delibente policy of the nritish m 
Indb and they canted it out by trying to diridc us among ourseKc. 
Ihvring disarmed us Ihcs’ tcH ns that wx art not capable of drfcndmg 
our countTj’. Haring brought in a sjstcm of education sshich tilled 
ah our old eduaiion. and sohstitulcd somctlting which was ridiculously 
snuh and ridiculously inadctjuatc. bming taught us false history and 
attempted to teach us to dcpisc out owtj country and to glorify Dig- 
land, they isow tell os wx ate not sufEcicntly eduated to be a frw 
country 1 

Now it is frequently slated and made much of in the English Press, 
that the tndbns arc fighting against each other, the Hindu against the 
Moslem, etc W'e must rememba, apart from tlie fact that these trou- 
bles are greatly oageiatcd that it b the policy of the British to create 
these troubles, or ulwrc they alrady east to inciease them and take 
oxiy step to irep tlicm gang, men where they could easily be put 
down. Tlut has been the policy of the British in spite of any denbls 
from any quarter. Well, what b Uie condition of Indb today? M’c 
talk about ciploitarion. We hast plenty of it Not merely a single 
eiploilation, as it may be called, but sometimes a double or c\rn a 
ti^le one. We hasx a part of Indb called the Indbn Sblcs, where 
under tlic "prolcctjon" of the British a todal system piesails, and of- 
ten the English people point out to os and point out against ns in otlier 
countries ; "Look at thb part of Indb, which has some sort of self- 
rule. Other parts of Indb ate far more adsunccd." 1 am prepared to 
admit that cliaige as being ncA entirdy wroi^, often thac areas are far 
less admneed Urn other parts, bot there arc things the British forget to 
point ouL They forget to td] us that thes themselits hart espedaHy 
bolstered up these ludbn States, hart cspeciaBv presented them from 
adsanebg. in short have kept them as 6i« are Unhappily, the wiet- 
ches IK-irig there submit not only to ceploitarion and oppression as a 
result of British rule, but it must be admitted that Ihej’ cannot advance 
also beanse of their own incompetent nikis. But it is the Britisb who 
really enslart them and do not pennit ftem to progress. 
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Take again the big land owneo. There again, the g'Stem of land 
tenure in a large part of India is a feudal sjstem that has hem kepi 
going and imposed tjpon us hy Ihe British. It is csceedingly difficult 
b get it changed so long as the British Government is not svilling to 
change it. As associates in the polej' of the British Government in 
India, we must consider the Indian prinm and big land owners who 
feel that they cannot submit to a free India which would result in the 
freedom from espioitalion of the peasants. Then again, we often have 
an unholy alliance of British capitalists with Indian capitalists. So we 
in India have to submit to \-arious and manifold methods of esploita' 
tion. 

Now then, die study of past history rf event in the past few years 
proves that British policy has been based Uigely on the question of 
holding India. After all, we here know a grot dal of the British Em- 
pire. Tty to conceive for a moment what it would have been by now 
if Britain did uot lioid India. There would have been no British Em- 
pire. \Vhat it will be in the future, if and when India becomes iad^ 
pendent, I cannot say, but certainly the British Empire would cease to 
exist. Naturally, therefore, from their capital and impeiialist points 
of view they wanted b do evetyllung in there power to hold on to India, 
All their foreign policy has been largdy shaped with this object m 
vieu' because it is so important for Britain to hold India and control 
that sast territoiy. Tliey must, therefoce, keep a stranglehold on India. 
'I lie result is that India has suSeied and is sufleriog. But that is not 
all. On account of India a large number of other osuntries have suBered 
and art suffering. You have heard of the most recent evattiple of British 
imperialism in legaid to India— the sending of ludsati troops to China. 
They were sent in spite of rite fact that the National Congress of India 
expressed its strangest opposition. I must icmbd you that Indian troops, 
unhappily to my shame I confess it, have been utiltsed many times by 
the British in opprosing other people. ! shall tell you fte names of a 
number of countries where Indian troops have been utHised by the Bri- 
tish for this purpose— in China they fert went in l&W, in 1927 they are 
still going and they have been actively er^ged there jiutunierable times 
during these 87 years. They have to ^pt, to Abyssinia, in the 
Fetsan Gulf, to Mesopotamia, Arabia, Syria, Georgia, Tibet, Afghanistan 
and Butina. It is a fairiy fotmidaHe bit 

I want you to appreciate that the Ind^ piohletn is not a purely 
.aalinnal .nrohlenv but .that it affects a number of other countries 
directly and the whole world indheedy, in flic sense that it directly 
affects the greatest and most powerful imperialism of our time. It is 
obvious that such a condition of affahs is intolerable for us in India. 
We cannot go on, not merely became fteedom is good and slavery 
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tad, but because it is a matter of life and datlj for us and out coun* 
ti)'. Not only tlut; it is intoknble for jt)u. You annot go 

on in thb \vzy. You v,ho come from \arious countries, from the four 
comas ol the Ottb, cannot put up witti basing these tremendous bar* 
rien to jour ossm liberation. I do submit tlist the csploiblion of India 
bj' tlic British b a barrier for otlicr countries lliat arc being oppressed 
and cspbltcd (applause). It b an argent necessity for jun that we 
gain cur freedom. Tlic noble csample of the Oiincsc nationalists has 
filled m with hope, and we amcstlj want as soon as we can to be able to 
emubte them and follow' in Iheii footsteps (long applause). We d^ 
sire tlic fullest freedom for our countij', not only, of course, internally, 
but the freedom to dcstlop well tdaliom wath our neighbours and 
olliCT countries as we may desire. It u because we think Ibt Ihb 
International Congress affords us a chance of this coopctalton that we 
welcome it and greet it. 


24. To Rangaswaml Iyengar^ 


Bnisscis 

1U27 

^^y dear Rangaswami, 

Mr. Roga Baldwin, the Secretary of the American Chil Liberties 
Union*, wants me to put him in touch with you. He has been s'oy 
acti«ly engaged in the United Slates in fighbng the encicochmenh 
on individual freedom and libertv' whidi have grown so common there, 
and has assbted in the defence of people who have been harassed in 
thb way. He b prepared to send some money, out of the funds at 
hb disposal, to India for the defence of political prisoners there. He 
wrote to thb effect to Lajpat Rai and Andrews but neillicr of them sent 
him any answer. He has now asked me if he can do anything ebe 
in. the matter and it seems to me fiiat the best course for him to adopt 
would be to communicate oflSdally with tire Indian Congress. 

1. A-IC-C. nic Ko. C-3S {186•^^/1926. pp IS-H NMM-L 

2. Ri? 5 tr Baldwin was from 1917 Id 1950 Secretay of fiis Ammesn Otil 
UbtrUet Uoioa aod saved «i& Jzsaluzlil on ths EseenbYe Conmittce ef 
Uie hapK afaiast Impoultan. 
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You will icmtmbcc tlial a jpecnt fund ms started by the Caw-npore 
Congress for Ihc defence ele. of poHlical aufleren, I do not inow if 
tliCTc b a special committee to manage tli« fund. In any case you 
be able to, through the Congres office, pot the money sent to you 
to the best use. I ln\c no doubt that you and the Congress mil cor* 
dully >\clcomc American help, not merety because of its monetary 
\a1uc but specially because it b an opression of Ibe goodssTb of friends 
in America. I hope also tlial our C^gress offiK vill remain in touch 
mill Mr. Roger Baldwin, \sho is one of the most courageous and eCe- 
ctist vsotleis in the United Stales. 

Youts sincerely, 
Jasrahailal Nehru 


25. To Ranaaswaml lyensat' 


Brussels 

16.2.27 


My dear Rangasssami, 

I am dead Hrri after 8 or 9 dan of the Congress here. I have not 
had a good night’s sleep and hardly a decent meal since ] came here. 
I cannot Ihctcfoic svrilc to you much about the Congress. For the 
present 1 am sending you a lut of organcations reprtsenled-not a very 
correct one-^nd copies of some icsolutions. A very long cable was 
sent to Srinivasa Iyengar* tivo days ago, I hope he received it. 

Nml neck I hope to vvnfe moie foUy and a tuR report will follow 
soon. Mcanwhfle I hope that wry publicity will be pven to this 
Congress. 

Youn sincerely, 
Jawahailal Nehm 

1. AICC. nie N’o G. 29(8IA)/WW. Part III, p 2t?. NMML 
3 S Siimna Ijcngit (18741941), Mvocat^Genna! of Madras wfio itn'gntd 
his post in 1920 and pined Ae CoDgrot; deputy leader cl the Swiajist party 
is the Central Legislative Aisemiily: Pwndoit ol the Congres at Ginliab 1926, 
resigned from the Congress in 19J0 
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26. Report on the Brussels Congfess’ 


In compliance mih llic icsoIuHod 6 t the Nab'onat Congress, passed 
at Gauhati, appointing me thdi teprcscntatlst at the Irtcmational 
Congress against Imperialism, 1 had the lionour to attend tlic sessions 
of tliis Intcmational Congress and to talc part in ib proceedings. 1 
am submitting separately anotha report for publication and for distri- 
bution amongst Uie memben of Uic All India Congress Committee. 
But as it u-as not possible to refer to many matten in that report and 
as I wish the Worling Committee to be in possession of all the facts, 
in Older to enable them to taVe such action as they may deem neces- 
sary, I base decided to submit this fuilher and more detailed report. 

The Brussels Congress, regarded fom any point of rwn; rvas aa 
event of first clan importance and it is IHely to has-e far-icacliing re- 
sults. The English press, so far as I am arait, has givea little or oo 
publicity to it, with the aceptkrti some Labour organs. The Con* 
tinental press gar-e some more publfcay but even hoe more or Iss 
satisfactory reports were confined to the Labour papers. This nus not 
sutpiisi:^ as it is the dcHberate policy of the big newspapas In the 
.W^est to suppress and igoore such happenings. Quite a large aum- 
bci of press correspondents, including Ttpresenbtives of the big news 
agencies, were present at the public sessions of the Congress, but ciflier 
their messages woe suppressed or they themsehts did not send any pro- 
pc reports. Many of us woe continoaliy being pestered with requesb 
for interviews from all manner of DCwspapeo all over Europe and the 
press photogiaphas made a public nuisance of themselves by fating 
scores of snapshob of tnost of us. 

The Congress was, as sudi Coi^csses sddom are, very representative 
both of countries being raplrriled and pressed by others and of wort- 
cis’ organisations. The fist of organisations and delegates wbidi I en- 
close will ght some idea of the representative chaiactc of the Congress. 
This list is not quite correct as some people who are mentioned there 
id xml come and otoeis who are mentioned came. Amoag Gie conn- 
tries represented China had the stror^st repiesentatioii. 'The Canton 
Government bad a representative and so had tiie Kuo Min Tang*. Bofli 

1. 19 Fdjroiiy 1927. M.C.C. FUe No G 29(\2A> 1927. Part 11, pp 151— IS2. 
N3.UU* 

2. Tie Chiaesc Nitoal Peoples’ Fan? Ofjmued by Son Yat Sen It *as pro- 
miaeot frooi tbe 1920'* and {onsed file goverament m I92S. AfBs a pio- 
losged firil war. it was watiirowii by fee Oiiaese Comnutniu Party in 1949. 
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ilic Nortlicfn and Southern Clmesc natioml armies sent one of tlieir 
gcncralj, and the Chinee bliour organisations had senal delate. 
Tlicrc «cre secnl Indians preent leprescnting students or loal or^- 
nisations in Europe tut the}’ cwiU lutdly be said to repreent India. 
Tlic fact iiowaci that tlic fn£ia Kational Congress sras ofEcially re- 
procnlcd made the Indian representafion important and weiglit)', inspite 
of the deficicncie of the tepttscnbtirc in quetian. E^pt, Persb', 
S}Ta, Pufdi East Indie, Annam, Korea. Morocco, Frcncli North 
Africa (botli Aral) and Negro), South Africa (both Negro and Wiiitc 
Ubout), United State (Negroes and ^^^litc rcptecntative of tlic 
iHiiJontj’ moirawnts), Maicti, & Sato of CentoJ and SouHr Amaica, 
\vcrc some of the countries icpresenlcd. Tlie Europan countrie sent 
labour laden, many of them fatnoos in the rants o{ socialism. Eng- 
land sent quite a number of Icadcts of the left wing of tlic bbour mo- 
sement-amang tlictn Iieing Ccorge Lmshuiy,* M.P.: Fenner Broct- 
wo)-*, Secretary of tlie IX.P,* Dasxs, member of tlic Esccutisc of 
the Miners' rederationj B«tetl*, MJa Oen W'fltinson', MJ’.j Brid- 
genian; Polhlth McManus*; etc. There were besides some men of note 
in litenture, tile Henri Bathussc and Toller*, the Gcinun dnmatut. 


3. la^n; Bntuh pn&St; lounied die Din)/ tleratd in 13tt nd 

edi«d It tut nijnj j-ean; mesiiet of the Lntms Covtmment 19W 31 and 
tadn ot itie Oppmtwn WJl-35. 

4 t'enner, niw loid lindvay (b. I6SS], (bi mu)’ jnit Secretary of the In 
depmdait Utnur fatty, Mtendd (he Conpni tewinn at Madtar m Dccea 
bn 1927, ttjoireJ the Libwr Tarty in 1946. 

S. }alin Deckett a( tl’ia line * menhn of (lie lodeperident Ubour Tarty He 
later joined the fntuh Union of Famb 

R (1S9M947): wcllknovin labour {n^itnan, wlw KTied iii Minuter lor Edu 
fitiCB in tlie Labour Cmetrimtirt horn V)4> WR Im dtalb m F^sroiry 
1947. Slie was a dote friend of JanabaiU. 

7. Harry Polhll (18901960); Stnetaiy of tiie BnUsh Cominumsl Party from 
1929 (0 19i6, and Chair^ (tom 1986 til! bis death in 1960. 

8. Laiirig Dnhsli Comniim!il *•» d>fd awn sittt the Brussels Congress 

9. Ernst Toller (1893,!939); »« a penonal fnend of JanahaW. H« life was 
an sinliapyy one. He was in psisoD item 1919 to 1924 for paitinpatin^ in 
the Basaittn revolalioo In 1912 he Wt Camany and after Lnng in »»1e 
in Curspe and the United Slatet, cnamilted ivicide in 1919. On his death 
Jawahaibl lent the folWn^ message; ‘1 met Errut ToDct for ike 6»t 
time m Brussels at a meeb'ni of (he league apmit Impenab’sm Tbis was 
[ ifiinl eaily fn 1927. We weit attrarted to eiefi oflm and I met Iiim 
subsequoitlv oa Inn « there eccanoni, I Miuik, in London t i«aj teieral 
cf his booLs but in Eugtsli banibtnn. He struck me a: a man of great 
abilt} end wilIi a strong feetog of fnsnanity. He was icry sensitne to ku 
man suffering, and it was a matter of pwf for me to learn of the wenm 

stanees cf liii unfottunale dalh." 
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Among tlic sendeis of messages of goodmlj iJjcre were Mr, Gandhi, 
Einstein^" and Romain RoUand. 

Tlic gatlierini was thus a dislinguislied one and, considering the dif- 
ficulties wliich the organisers had to contend against, it ssas a remark- 
ably successful one, Tire organisers desene credit for this but an)onc 
present at the Congress could not help thinking that no amount of 
organisation could liase made it a success if it had not supplied a real 
want. People in far off countries simply jumped at the idea and came 
long distances to attend the Confess. Many of the delegates from 
South America and South Africa had to ra«c subscriptions to which 
e\en the poor contributed to enable tbctn to come to Bnissels. This 
was an impresshe fact and it naturally made one think that sshatever 
the future of the organisation which the Brussels Congress has creat- 
ed might be, some sudi intemationa] organisation is bound to come in 
the neat future. 

For an Indian it was CTCcedmgly intciesh'ng to meet the wrious types 
of humanity represented irt the Congress. The Chinese were, most of 
them, very young and full of energy arrd enthusiasm. The traditional 
notion of the placid and tranquil Chinese leoeived a rude shock and 
one was confronted sdth a group of persons, apparently not remarka- 
bly able, but with a great deal of driving force, and a desire to fill the 
picture. China of course, owing to ciccomstances, did fill the picture 
but before the Congress si-as over people were rather tired of listening 
to Chinese orations, which were not letmibble for their lucidity, I 
suppose the Chinese lepresciiUtlvcs were the natural products of a 
lOolution and I was led rcgiClfuUy to widi that we in India might 
also develop some of this enogy and drtving force, at the expense if 
need be of some of out intelkchiality. 

The Indonesians, chiefly from Java, were c-en more interesting- They 
were Moslems but even their names were partly derived from Sans- 
krit. Their customs, they told us, were still largely Hindu in origin, 
and many of them bore a striking resemblance to the higher caste Hin- 
dus. Tliere are many Buddhists in Indonsia and \vc were glad to End 
that the tdations between the Moslems and the Buddhists were uni- 
formly good and both of them woiked together for the independence 
of their foustjj’. 

Tlie n^roes present varied from the inkiest black to every shade 
of brown. There were able men among them, full of eloquence and 
ene^', but they all bore tracm of the long martvidom which then 
race had suffered, more perhaps ftan any other people, and there was 
a want of hope in the dark future which faces them. The Arabs from 

10 The distmguished phyotist 
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S}Tia and North Africa were vcij' dittcient-typical fightii^ men, who 
understood independence and fitting for it and little else, and were 
sUioIly untainted with the slave rtientali^' of tnorc intellectual races. 

nic people from Latin America, dadt at d\e northern Induin, were 
again a different and intercstmg ty-pc. Most of ns, specially from Asia, 
were wholly ignorant of the problems of South America, and of how 
the risini imperialism of the United States, with its bemaidous re- 
sources and its imrnunit) {«»» outside attack, is gradually taking a 
stranglehold of Central and South America. But we are not likely to 
remain ignonnt much longer for the great problem of tire tveji foture 
will be American imperialism, even more than British imperialism. Or 
it may be, and all indications pomt to it, that the two will join to- 
gether to aeale a powerful Anglo-Samn hksc to dominate the world. 

It was this bogey of the United States and the feat tliat they might 
not be able to sbnd up against foem unaided, that drove them to 
seek for help from outsit. So far the weakness of Latin America has 
been tlie want of unit). Each State qoarids witJi the other and often 
wikhm the Stales tliere is also disunion, usually fomented by dre United 
States. An interesting and insbuctnc outcome of the Brussels Cois- 
gress was the achievement of uni^ between the delegates of flie various 
South American Sbtes. This unity was on paper only but it is pro- 
bably the herald of a closer onion of tiie States against tlieft bullying 
neighbour of the Noilh. 

The South .African Trade Union Congress of white workers sent a 
representative and so also did the Natal Native Council— a negro otga> 
nbation. In these days of lacc hatred in South Africa and the iH- 
beabnent of Indians it was pleadng to hear the representattv'e of the 
MTiife workers giving er^tession to the most advancM opinions on the 
equality of races and of waiters of all races. The negro and the white 
man jointly represented South African wotken and they worked to- 
gether in the Congress. 

The idea of holding an Intesnatnnat Congress at Brussels apparent' 
ly originated witli a small group in Berim. Tins group was probably 
m touch with Soviet Russia and flic Russraos apptovri of the ida, 
But the Russians kept themselves scietdy aloof from the Congress 
because they thought that too close an association might fnghten away 
many people, llius there was no represenUhve from any Russian otga 
nisation and indeed Russia was conqiicuoiis by its very absence. But 
there ran he no doubt that there were very many sympathisers with 
Soviet Russia present and a mraiba of professed communists. The 
Congress was entirely in kecpnig wifo Russia's present policy of en- 
couraging and supporting eveg tonn of nahonalism and indeed every 
other force which can help them to break iroperialistn, specially Bntish 
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imperialism. Russia has toned dosvn hw purely communistic propa- 
ganda in order to lay greater stress on tlm common fight against im- 
perialism, Probably it is felt tiiat once this arch enemy is removed the 
Diienbtion of the world alot^ communistic lines will be easier. 

So Russb did not overtly help the Congress in any way, 1 do not 
think that any money even was paid by her for die expenses of the 
Congress. The idea, once started, was welcomed by the Chmese and 
by the Mexicans, both of whom subscribed handsomely to the funds of 
the Congress. Other subscriptions were also raised from workers’ 
organisations. The support rf tno Govemments-Canton and Mexico 
—and a number of organisations in those and other countries laid the 
foundations of the Congress and a genesat appeal was then issued wliicli 
met ivitlr a very satisfactory response. The decision of the Indian Na- 
tional Congress to send a leprcsenUtiTC was greatly welcomed bj' the 
organisers, as a Congress against imperialism without India, the typical 
example of imperialist exploitation, wonld have been a very incomplete 
affair. The chief planks of the Congress as the organisers wrote to me 
at the time, were going to be Cliina and India ,and partly Mexico, 
Meseo was to take the lead in the consolidation of Latin America against 
the United States, and India and China were to be the battle fronts 
against British imperialism. 

There were many difficulties to be faced by the organisers. Minot 
difficulties related to the attitude of the Belgian Covemment. These 
were ultimately overcome and Uic Congress was held in a fine old 
pabce of Brussels, the property of the Government, 'rhere was 
a beautiful hall and antechambers and maiblc staircases. Tlie Belgian 
Govemment also gave every facility in giving visas to delegates. 

A major difficulty was an attack bv an official of the Second Interna- 
tional”, who stat^ that the Congrcis was engineered by the Third 
International” and some disgruntled persons and should be boycotted. 
The Second International, as is well knovra, is the International Organi- 
sation of Labour which has its headquarters in Amsterdam and which 
existed before the war. The Third Intcmabonal is the Soviet one with 
its headquarters in Mokow. Organized Labour in England, Germany 
and some other countries belongs to the Second International. I be- 
lieve the Indian trade unions have also recently become affiliated to 
it. Iherc is bitter warfare between flie two Infemationab although 
constituent groups of them are ftioidly to each other. The British 

11. It Viit founded in Para n 1889 Mosl Turopean socalist parties, meJudfn® 
tlie Oennon and Em^ Socul Democntic Parties, svert afEliatcd to it. 

IZ, The Comnwnist International, fauMn « the Cominletn or Tliiid Intfina- 
tionaL was founded m Mosm n 1919 It svas dissohid in 1943. 
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Miners’ fcdcntion, for instance, is scij' friendly to the niird fntema- 
tjonal, and British Labour lias been trying for some time to bring about 
a lapproclicmcnt between Uie two Internationals, but so far tsithout 
success. Iliac is not a scry great deJ of difierencc between tlie Isso 
-or rather it is more correct to say that tlicre is not much iliffercnre 
between llic left wing of the Second International and the Tliiid In- 
ternational. Tlic great objection salstd to the htler is Uul it takes ib 
orders from Moscow and docs not lease any libaty to the mtious bade 
unions bclonjing to it 

live attack of tire official of the Second fntcraihonal and some other 
circumstances crated an unpleasant situation and it was at one time 
fared that Biitisli Labour as wdl as some other inrpartant bade unions 
would keep away. Tliey were prevailed epors howeser to come, and I 
(hint t/iat one of the many reasons srWiA indunai some of them to 
came vos the knowledge tliat Ibe Indian Congress ssould be officially 
represented. 

'File Brussels Congress was thus, so far as its delegates were concern- 
ed, by no mans purely communist. Tliert were important labour 
laden wfio fuse openly opposed oorranutinm and tiie 1111111 fntetiui' 
ffonal. But the orginiscn vttt ccitainly communists or people basing 
full sympathy ssith Bussia. 'llsere uas also a strong usdercutTent of 
sympathy with Bussia among llic delegates. As one of the negro del^ 
gates from Afria put it. his peepk ^d not know much about com* 
munism but they felt iliat Smiet Russia btoughl a message of h^ 
to Uie downtrodden and oppressed Dufy reference to Russia was 
cheered, 

Tlic Congress began ib public sessions cn the ) 0 lh rebnaty. But 
prclimliury infonml tnectinp of suclr ddegate as had amhud were beid 
on the 7 th and 8 tb February. I aimed in Dnisscb on the evening of 
the Cth and took part in all the informal meetings. On the 9 th leprc- 
sentathes of the press wnc invited and the organisers and a few dele- 
gates teproenllng different counlna msde statemenb to them about 
the Congtas and wlial they expected it to do. I enclose a copy of the 
statement I made on lint occasion. 

1 was a membet of the Presidium— tlie Presiding Committee or 
Subjecb Committee ot tbc Congtesj. This used to meet daffy before 
the Congress and decide on the agenda foi the day. I enclose a copy 
of the general agenda from whidi you will notice that there were sir 
main divisions of the work. Gcnenl speedies were delivered by pro- 
-mnrati -piwpll- •uutar- TJiJu htwL md. '•rpwnl. mjrJiilKmr, '\ kp . 'isjvsJIjj 
tacked on to them. On the first iaj I wws one of flic persons who 
ddimed tire cpening addicsses. The official languages of the Con- 
gress were French. Englhb and German. Erei)- speech had to be 
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gnen ot translated into at last Frcncli and Erglisli and someb’mes 
Gennan also. Among tlic other hnguages used sserc Arabic and 
Oiince. An attempt to spah in Hebrew was stopped as apparently no 
one besides the speaVer understood lie language. Tiic translation ssork 
was good and rapid and the general arrangements for taking down 
serbafim rq>orts of spc«iics and hoping copies in tlircc bnguages were 
also good. But the translations are not always good and jou must 
icmembet this fact when you read tlic proceedings of tlie Congress. 

Each session of the Congress usually had a different President, sup- 
poiled by two others on either side of him. Most of the hads of 
delegations had thus a chance ol presiding, and on one occasion 1 was 
the President The more or less permanent President of the Presidium 
and the Congress was Edo Fimmen, a big labour leader of Holland 
and Secretary of the International Transport M'otkcis. 

Tlie Indians were spccbUy interested in four resolutions'*. The first 
one of these (marked A) was drafted by us and as jou wall neticc b 
quite a simple one. Tlie second one (B) was a joint deebration on 
^half of the Indian and Chinee delegate and really (omied a kind of 
introduction to the olhe resohitions. The third (C) was a signed 
declaration o! Uic British, Indian and Chinese dcl^ate and is tlic most 
important and effectire rcolotion of the thicc. \''e suggsled to the 
British delates tlial as their country was the chief sinne both b re- 
gard to India and China it vas up to them to state what they proposed 
doing. Some of them thereupon prodocoi a dralt. We accepted the 
draft in its entirety crept (or one verbal change. Subsequent British 
annals objc-cted to the farm of clause 1 of the first part which stated, 
as d.'afted by the English delegates, that they would *' fight for the 
seseranre of the British connrelion wheres-cr such national forces so 
desire". To satisfy tlie objectors »e suggested the substitution of "com- 
plete independeiKe" for the "sescianre ol the Bntish connection'’ and 
this was accepted by them. So far as we were concerned the change 
made no difference. 

You will notice that this resolution — ttie chief merit of which is 
that it is entiiely a British production and ws mored and supported by 
Britishers — lays down a stieng line of action nen in regard to India. 
Apart from the deebration in cbusc (!) fiiat they would "fight for 
&e tomplele micpHiiwinT ete^ daaoc dedares tloey wcKJd 
sote against all military credib and cbusc (-1) that they would cany 
on anh imperialist propaganda even among the soldiers. In cbusc (2) 


tj. Not inctadoi Iffe. 


284 



W EWIOPE 


of part 2 of the resolution direct action and strikes are recommended 
to present moments of monfriotis and troops to India and China. 

Tills resolution was signed bj- Lmsbutr, M P.; Beckett, MB,; Fcnnei 
Btockway, Secretary', I.LP.; Ellen WiBoMOn, MP.; Bridgewan; Rust'*, 
McManus; Pollitt; Davies ol die Miners' Federation and some other 
Bntish delegates. Liau” signed it on behalf of the Chinese and 1 
signed cn t^alf of the Indians. Tbc osolation ftas seally meant to 
bind the British signatories who arc affected most by it but to some 
extent it binds me as the Indian signatory also. I trust the resolution 
vnU haie a good effect in India m lessening the ntraordmary mentality 
which clings on to the British connection in spite of eierything, and 
specially m i^rd to the army of occupation in India. So far as I am 
aware little has been said in bidb on ibfe subject and the presence of 
a foreign army of occupalkni is taken for granted. In the Brussels 
Congress we laid special stress on this fart and whenever ol^ectieD was 
taken to the despatch of troops to China we pointed out that v\e had 
to put up vvitli foreign troc^ all the time and fresh continients were 
continually being sent. 

This resolution was sent tw cable— at great cost — to the President 
of the Indian Congress and to the National Covermnent of Canton. 

I hope the Congress will approve of this resolution and will adopt it if 
necessary with some minor clenges II would brgely fit m with the 
policy of the Swaraj party in the Coutioils and would give a welcome 
lead to the country in r^td to oubide action. 

The fourth resolution m which (he Iivdian delegates were mteiested 
related to Mesopotamia. We felt that as no delegate from Mesopotamia 
was picscnt and as Indian lioops had coiupicrcd and were at present 
occupying Mesopotamia, and large numbers of Indian clerks and em- 
ployees were taking part in the exploitation of the country, it was up 
to us to demand the recall of the army of occipahon and to siy that 
we did not nish to be a pat^’ to this impoahst adventure, even though 
we may profit a little ftwo the drippit^ of British exploitation. I 
regret I have no copy of this resolution witii me at present. It wili be 
sent to ymi later with the full rccocd of tire pioceedmgs of the Con- 
gress. 

There were many other resolutions, copies of some of wliich I am 
sending you. Many others could not be considered for hek of time. 
Some delegates — notably those from Korea and Persia — were con- 
siderably put out as nothing was done about thnt countnes. A num- 
ber of enormous manifestos were rnshed through the Congress at the 

M Williim Rust (190^-1949): » loAng Britlvh Communist 
IS. H. Liau, rtpresentabve oE die KMHHDtang 
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last moment ulien there nm no time to consida them. One o! these, 
called the Congress Manifesto, a copy of sihich I enclose, is more or 
less Marxian and. although penonally I havx no verj- great objection 
to it, tire manner of its being rushed through was objectionable. 

Finally, a permanent oiganisatiwi was formed. Tlic Presidium with 
some alterations Mas made into the General Council of the League. I 
cnclcHC a list of this General Council. Vou nil! notice that there are 
6\e Honorary Presidents and in order to sIidm* honour to India thc}' 
hare made me ore of llrcsc fist llic others are Einstein, Remain 
Rolland, Madame Sun Vat Sen'* and Lamhury, The General Council 
has an escenthe committee of 9 siitli four substitute members, uho can 
always attend and can \-olc when thc others arc absent. It nas pro- 
posed to ha\-c me as one of the secicbties but I pointed out that this 
was absurd as I could not men attend mcctirgs from Indb. T was not 
made sccietaij but in spile of the omc objectiem I nas made a member 
of the E.secub'\-c Committee. There are three secretaries, a Hunpiian. 
Gibarti, nho is a sen’ apable linguist and woiher and who has been so 
far in dia^ of the organisation; liau, a Chinaman; and Senghor," a 
full-blooded negro from Ute French .African colonies but resident in 
Paris. Lansbury is to be chairman of the committee and Edo FimmeD 
the sicc<hainrtan. Tlic office will be in Paris but for some months it 
ssill continue in Berlin. 

Under the constitution as adopted, the organiradons that sent dele- 
gates might be cousidned as constituent or affilbted bodies unless they 
do not desire tliis. The Indian Congress can thus for the present be 
considered as an assoebted bods. It will be for the '\\’orUng Com- 
mittee to deride the rjaestion. Personall) I hope that the committee 
MTU approsu of the assoebtion. Thc adsnatages are great and the 
disadmntagcs inconsiderable. Among the adv-antages arc the opportuni- 
ties to m touch with many Asbtic and other countries with pro- 
blems not dissimilar to ours, and the use of the League as a stiy efo- 
cienl means of propaganda and publicity. There is no doubt that the 
League can and intends to cany on propaganda on a big scale. We 
liase discussed the gucstion of foreign propaganda for 3 long time in 
the Indbn Congress but for snrious obsious reasons nothing much has 


16 Eoni in 1S90, S<xm§ Cbe^Lias numed lie Oi. se5 e iftchbotuij and lea- 
ds Sen Yat Sen ia 1915. Ahet 1m deaOi m 1925. she frnrled «tCh CTirm; 
kai Shet rod tie Ksnoinbi^ bol her jjwpadues *ere with 6e Chinw 
Conunmisb and she was etwled ViceCiairniro of Uie Cojtnl People's Go- 
wrnaent in 1949. 

17. lamine Senator was Qujman of Uic cahtaat L^ue pour Id Drjenct d< 1» 
Rare Nejre 
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\)ccii done ot ct]tdd be done. Modem pwWicity and prop-iganda icquite 
\-att sums of mono' sOiicIi ccifam^’ co«k! tiof spare. IJnt if w-c 
can lal: advatiligc of anollm o^niution to do tins work for ns with- 
out OUT spending niucli nmnn or cnet^ mtr it, iliere seems to be no 
itawn wtiy we sbttulti not avait oms^sTS rf W, Tticre te inotbci ton- 
sidnalion to l>c lionrc in mind. Many speaken at the Hmsscls Congress 
spoke dwpangingly of the Iraguc of Xations and called it a League of 
Cosemmeiifs. 'llicj referred nllitt |randdoqucntly to their Congress 
as the true Lagsic of Nations nr Peoples, 'fliis is, for the present at 
least, at\ euggenteO description but tltac is a germ of truth in it and 
it B IIS the interest of the hidun Congress to be associated with an 
orgauiution winch might play a big role in the futnre. 

■flic disaJsanUges. as far as I ean see, mighl !« Ibe socialist clsaractcr 
of Ihc League and the pmsiblbK that Russun fort^n policy migtit in- 
fluence it. Ibe socUlut tendencies of the Ixapic arc seij- marked 
ahlioiijb indrsldual members who were not socsalots ssctc present. 
'Ilic wliole losis of the ixogiic is tiul inrpcriabn) snd wpiblism go 
hand in tiarscl atsd lock up each other and neither of thorn will disappear 
till both ate put down. An endeavour is therefore nisdc to join tlie 
forces against impcnilism and apibhsm and b^ this coordination in 
sttengtlieu the two. So far tutionahsni of a nanow sancty has been 
the main pillar of capitalism and impcfialam in the insperialist coun- 
tries. Tlic euinple of roUml shows t« that esw in an opprisscd 
countiv tlic schieseinent of political freedom mulb in driving nilron- 
alistn into the imperialistic and capibletic (old. Tire labour mos-c- 
incnts in the Wot arc thacfoic desdopmg along lines tjpjroscd to this 
iiartow nationalmn and to be eallcd a nationalist h almost a term ot 
reproach in libaur circles. Almwl to a man, the mcinbcra of the labour 
organisations are socialists. Tlic problem in oppressed countries is 
sonicvhal diffctcut and nationalism automatically and lightly takes prece- 
dence of all oilier sentimenb. lliis is iccogniscd e\oi by socialuts but 
Uiey point out that in sucli counbics nationalism miglit be given a 
broader basis more in consonance wifli the tendencies of Oie age; that 
it might derive its strength fiom and work sjiecially for the masses, tiic 
peasants and Hie otlicr woiVett. Pcuonalh, I agree with this conten- 
tion because 1 accept in its lundintcutaH the socialist theory of the 
Slate. 1 do not know hovutn how far tlie Indian Congress would be 
pitpared to identify, ibelf with socialism- 1 may point out however 
ila’t the association of the Indian Condos wiHi the I.cague against 
Imperialism docs not mean the adoption by the Congress of a socialist 
programme. Hie Congress h and lemafns entirely free W wort along 
such lines as it nwisidcrs best suited for the country. 
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There is a growing belief in labour drcles in England and the rest of 
Europe that the erpbitation of a snbject people does not benefit greatly 
the labouring ebsses of the countiy wliidi exploits. Tlie party that 
benefits is the capitalist and if the capitalist was removed there would 
be verj' fesv causes of friction between tlic woileis of \arious countries. 
How far this is correct it is difficult to ay, but there is certainly some 
troth in it. It is conceisablc of course that two socialist countries may 
des'elop imperialist tendencies and might attempt to nploil each other 
or a third. But for the present, adnneed bbour opinion is distinctly 
against the exploitation of another country as itbelieses tliat it ultimate- 
ly results in a reduction of their own wages in the home country and 
in the lowering of their standard of life. Mr. Saklahab” I notice has 
been critictsing the bojeott of Lancashire goods in India on the ground 
that this injuics thrir comrades in Lancashire. Tliis is an example of 
a possible conflict between our nationalistic mtercsts and the interests 
of the wortcK outside, f do not thinl howmer that ifr. Salbhab 
has gh-en expression to any considerable body of opinion. I hast met 
csen coininunisb ssho base ctilicised his sbtcmenl and sodalisb ge^^ 
rally I beh'es-c recogirise the right of a subject countiy to bostott It 
is easy enough of coune to pul Salbhab’s point of snew before Ac 
British sroihcr and to get hicn to ghe an enthusiastic assent The case 
of China is scry mucli to the point. In China the bostott of foregn 
goods has been reduced to a fins art and As strength of China today 
is tlus possxr of economic boscoK whidi has nearly rained Honghong 
and has brought the British almost to their knees. But no word of 
protest is raised bs- British bbour against this policy of bojtott and 
indeed Ac support which British bbour has gis-en and is gising to 
China in tlic present crisis is rmatlablc. 

I ssould Aercfoie submit to the A\'oilJng Comniittce Aat it is highly 
desirable for Ac Indian Congress to assoebte itself wiA Ae League 
against Imperialism, Aerebj' of course in no vsy limiting its freedom 


18 Shrpnr? SsVlihali (187fI936); *•»$ * nepb"? of Janibetfee Tats. foinMter 
of the uuftijtiijl liou« el Tata, be joined after his edacatiin in Enf- 

ted lie spent three yexrt in *e jongjes, erplonn? for iron, coal and hme- 
stone. Hu •oih helped b the erbbtnhmcnt of the Tata Iron and Steel 
AVoila. rtom 1903 to I91> be war in London as Tala'j reprcsaitativ^ ^ 
tool aa actn'c part m the Uc of Ae Indian cftmtiiHaity there BectsnciJ 
fatoested m the Lahocr uw i et nent. be ultimatehr became a nieirbet of the 
Bntiib CtmrnimjHl Fartv A Mkaiit onto?, he was arrested for one of hir 
jpctches and tmprnoned fo* a few wctlj m 1922. and a|atn in 192d. He 
«U retnmed to Parhanseat m 1924 from Kortb Ealtersea and was an SUP- 
nntil 1929 lie nnted India m 2927 


2SS 



r« more 


of action in Imlb of tlfcwftetc. In o$c itie ^^'oIUng Committee to 
deckles it n ill be pjoper for it lo ronlribiUc to tbe funds of tlic League. 
Tlic ctnilitntion of lift Ixaguc it v^«c on tlilt point and merely says 
that cacti cnnitttiient oipnlsition thcmld conliihitlc in actorilanct nitU 
its strengtli of mcmliOTsiup and financul position. I would suggest 
ll«t 3 licit omfiibution of £lf)0 be made and more m^ht be sent lifer. 
Comtdering (lie aetnilica of Ihe League and the large amount required 
by it, this sum it a small one and mi^t be augumented in the course 
of the star. I belitst liut the Congress has set aside Us. 5,000 for 
foreign pmpaginda, llie £100 m^ht come out o! this sum. 

f sbted ahtnT. in nienlioning flit dKidvintagcs of our associating 
ttilli tlw League, that Rutsbn policy miglit influence it, but 1 forgot to 
Jal »i|}i lliii cjuntirm fn ifr proper pbee. lire Runbnt bane an a- 
tnordinary capacity fer pinpagioda and to this they add a really snr- 
ptisii^ Vnowlctlgc of the inicmat condilioM of other countries. 1 hare 
not met any Itunian myself, apart ftom tome nnigrea and exiles, but 
the bnoislerigc { li.ne gatfiereO from indirect souiets about their ac* 
Indies and their intnrutc Inouledgc of extemat politics has amaxed 
me. llic RritisU politician uhesc job it is to know thotoughly the 
founltifis he niles pfobahly knons fsr less about them than the Russian 
expetls. ft it tlius protshfe tlut tfie Rusnuns nill try to utilise tiie 
Logoe to fittlher their o«-n ends. Personally 1 hare the strongest objee* 
l«n to being fed by the nose by lire Ruisbns or by anybody cbe. Rut t 
do not think there is much danger cf this so far as we ate eoncmed. 
NVe jre so arrmlomcd lo Ixinj leil 1;^' the British, in spilt of wlut at 
may imagine, that it will take a long time fat us lo get ont of the habit. 
And to Ineak this British tiadition will be a definite gain and once we 
hare regained our mental equilihrinm it will be up to us ’to decide what 
Vie should do. Apart ftyim this, even if the Russians try to utilise the 
Ixaguf |bty iv31 do so rery oaJinBlp and on more or las unobi«tion- 
able lines. 'Ihe procncc of Limbniy as chainnan and some others in 
the crcculive committee sbonx Out it ii not a onesided aHaic. I do 
not see why, under these CHciimsttnecs, we should not coopenie witli 
men rqircsenting tlic Russian vicupoint. Tlie mere fact that BngVisb 
politicians are never fired of shoKir^ that the Rujsiins sfc monstcB 
need not fr^hten us or prevent us from associating with them where 
it is manifestly to out advantage to da so. In so far as we are up against 
Britisli impcmlmn we must icn^ise that Soviet Russia is also very 
much against it. 

An I'nfcrofing feature of tlic Brussels Ojrjress was the strong desire 
of the delegates ftom Asia that the boning) sliouM be made of some 
Asiatic fedention. This wax not due to any special feeling against 
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Europe oi Ainenca but to a dtawii^ together of the Asiab'c elements 
and a recognitiQn of a coiruion bond uniting them. This was jpedary 
noticeable in the delegates from flic smaller countries : Indonesia, 
Korea, Persia, Sjtu and Eg^'pt (whidi mi^it be considered an Asiatic 
country for this purpose). The organisers of the Congress n-eie rather 
suspicious of this Asiatic spirit and did not want to encourage it, partly 
beause the)' felt that it might lead to the formation of another orga- 
nisation lihe theirs. The Asiatic delegates met once and talked for tno 
or three houn but nothing came of it Bat the desire to do something 
remained. I could not understand how an effecthe Asiatic organisation 
ojuld be built np. Various parts of Asia are more inaccessible to each 
other than they are to Europe and at the present moment Europe is the 
best meeting ground for Afferent Atiatic nationalities. As there was 
much feeling in flic riulter, spectalh among the delegates whose re- 
solutions had not been considered by the Congress owing to lack of 
time, I arranged a meeting of a selected number of delegates from 
countries in Asia and from E^pt We decided that it was premature 
to talk of any Special Asiatic organisation and that we might concentrate 
for the present at least on strengthening the new League against Ira* 
_ perialism, which In effect would largely sen-e cur purpose. At Ihe same 
time it was highly desirable for ntious Asiatic countries and their 
national organisations to dexel^ contacts and to remain in touch with 
each other. We exchanged flie addresses of oui organlsati’ons and 
decided that we should tn* to send each other our publications and 
repatts. rmthcr, that whenever possible we should try to visit the 
oftcr countries and put oursebts in touch with the national orpnisa- 
tion there. The best oaasion for sudi ^isib would be when the na- 
tional oiganisation has its annual or periodical Congress or meeting. 
Whenever this tales place insiblions should be issued by the o^ni* 
sation holding the Congress to the other national organisations and 
such of them as are able to do so could send internal delegates. 
Turther, wr appointed a committee of four with its seat in Paris to 
cooperate with the League against Imj^rialism in r^ard to Asiatic 
rrutters, and specially to look after flic mteresh of such countries, lie 
Korea, Persia etc, which have no special organisation there to watch 
their intcresb. 

1 am sending separately some of the addresses of national erga- 
ntsationi of Asiatic countries. I trust that the A.ICC. office will get 
into touch with them and send all our Congress pubh'cations and 
repotb. Also that they will be invited to send fralemal delegates to 
the ncit Congress. It will pafaaps be desirable for tlie A.I.C.C. to 
have a special department dealing with foreign affain in charge of a 
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person who is acquainted with one other foreign language (French 
or German) besides English. TWs department could Iceep in touch 
with the Ijcagiic against Imperalttin and with the national and workers’ 
organisations in Asia and clswhoe. Om; contact svilh the rest of the 
world is bound to increase and it is neiBier possible not desirable for 
us to try to maintain our isolaWon. Estn isolation if it was complete 
might base some advantages but wc are now connected with the out- 
side world practically through England and the English language only 
and our ideas of the world naturally tend to become lopsided and 
perverted, Quite apart from lire desirability of our culth’ating relations 
with other countries, it is nectssacy for us to train a body of young 
men with some knowledge of the present world and the forces that arc 
shaping tlie future. A Congress depaitmcnl 'of foreign affairs and 
occasional visits paid by Indians to foreign countries, not as tourists but 
as sympatliclic studentJ, would go some way to train sucU a body of 
men. 

I shall now deal witli the present cruis m China and as to what ss« 
can do in regard to it, Tlie news that reaches India about the Chinese 
Struggle comes almost entirdy through British oScial or semt-oSdal 
agencies and the teal tnitli sddom appears in the Indian papers. As 
England is intimately imohed in the present crisis, it can easily be 
imagined that no chance U missed to nra down tbe national movement 
lictc. Tlie importance of the Chinese struggle cannot be ever-csh'mated. 

It is not merely the attempt of ao oppressed nation to regain its in- 
dependence, It is that of course, but the methods emplojed have 
made it into a direct attad. on the capitalist system and thus on the 
»«y foundations of the present system In vogue in almost every country 
CTcept Soviet Riusia. A victory for tte Chinese means the creation of 
a prat Soviet republic in tlie East closdy allied with Russia and to- 
gether with it gradually dominating the whole of Asia and Europe. 
This does not mean that the Chinese repuhfc will be fashioned v\holIy 
on the lines laid down by Mars Even Soviet Russia, owing to the 
pressure of the peasantry, has had to give up part of its communism, 
and m China where the small peasant is the decidiog factor, the de- 
parture ftoiii pure connnunijin wiH be all the greater. But in es- 
sentials and in tlieir hostDity to British and other imperialism, Russia 
and China will stand together. Japan must necessity gravitate to this 
Woe. Indeed there is no bek of ^ns that Japan is trying ta gain the 
goodwill of China, She has deliberately dissociated herself from the 
action tliat England is taking It is obvious that such a combinatian 
threatens the very existence of the RftiA Empire and directly affects 
the future of India. It is exceedui^ doubtful if England even with 
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the aid of other European countries can do much injur)' to this great 
continental block, ^\'hat is mote likely is that Engbnd in order to 
save herjclf from extinction ivfll become a satellite of the United 
States and incite the imperiah'sm and capitalism of America to fight 
by her side. 

If is the knon ledge of this /nh«enfly Beak position that has been the 
go\emiiig factor in British diplomacy of late. Today even in case of 
rvar England cannot do scry great injury to China, at any rale she 
cannot break up the revolution. 9ic can hold on to the ports and 
to the coastline and the Chinese can hold on to the interior for any 
length of time and bring about the complete ruin of British bade In 
China. But probably if there xi-as vtar it would not be confined to 
Chinese territories or waters. It might spiad to Russia. It is staled 
that the British Govemmenl has decided to break off all relations with 
Soviet Russia. If this happens It may gradually lead to war with Russia 
and that again may lead to a world war. It is well known that Poland 
is makbg feverish preparations for war against Russia. I do not think 
that any country really wants war at present but wnr has a habit of 
coming uninrited and sometimes unannounced. It has been notorious 
amongst politicians in Europe that preparations are going on for a great 
war about fisc yean hence. Tltis period of 5 yean is fixed because the 
Singapore base will be ready about that time and Cngbnd will be in 
a favourable posidon to fight in the Far East It is believed that British 
military policy in Inda is also based on the ptcpaiab'on for a war about 
that time. In any wat bctwpcn Russia and England the Koith-West 
Frontier of India will naturally be the prioripal battle ground. I have 
gathered from newTpapen and other sources that the Government of 
India is encouraging the import of motor lorries and trucks and I have 
an idea that the duty on them was removed or greatly reduced. These 
trucks form an essential feature of transport in warfare nou', specially 
as iailwa)s cannot be Bholly relied on in these days of strikes. The 
general strike in England was broken by means of motor transports. 
I undentand that motor Ionics go regularly now from Karachi to 
Peshawar, but I am not sure of this. Anoflicr feature of English policy 
in India appears to be to make India a self^uffiaent country in case 
of v.-ar, capable of producing munitions and the other paraphenulia 
of war. Under the guise of proteefar^ and encouraging Indian in- 
dustries they are reahy encouia^ng only such industnes as wtH help 
them in war bme. With the batHe fronts in India and China, England 
w-ill be too far away to provide matcruls These will have to come 
from Singapore arrd India For this purpose protably attempts will 
be mads to have alliances betwcon Bntoh and Indian capitalists, so 
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that in lime of nee<3 the latter aid the former. The ercouia|e- 
ment given to civil aviation in India i; also part of the same war policy. 

Thus England might preler to hare a war “f or 5 jean later. But 
on tire other hand there is the fear of China being much stronger tlien 
tlian it is now. Apparently also Rus^ is not prepared for war now 
and so England might decide on an earlier challenge. I cannot pro- 
phesy wlat will happen but 1 narrt to place the r-arious possibilities 
before jou. It is quite po»ib1e that but for organised Labour in England 
the country might already have drifted into war, gifted as it is with one 
of the most stupid and blatantly pompous goremments in histoiy. The 
leaders of labour — MacDonald,** Thomas,^'' etc. — were teiy moderate 
and apologetic o\et the Chinese question, but the tank and file of 
Labour rose in an cxlraordinaqr vay and forced their timid and halting 
leaden to adopt a stiSer attitude. There have been innumerable dc- 
monstntions in Engbnd against war in China and against the despatch 
of troops. Albert Hall had a tremendous meeting and a vast nowd 
gatliered in Trafalgar Square. LeaSets have been dishibuted to the 
troops who were leaving for China. In fact it has been freely asserted 
that the Government did not trust the oidmary regimenb and sent 
only the arisocratic r^lmerits IBs the Guards. The policy of the I,LF. 
is "to prepare the wotken for oiganbed mass lesistance by refusal of 
war seiviK, including the manufacture and transport of numb'ons, 
should the calamity of an outbreak of hosblites occur." 

TOiatei'ff maj' be the outcome in Chma «- peace or war — it is 
clear that India will be deeply aBected thereby, far more even than by 
the war of 1914*18. The Congress must therefore take cognisance of 
the forces and polides that are shaping the future of the trorld and 
lay dmvn its own policy and programme accordingly. We cannot remain 
aloof from them; else out best laid plans wiB bre^ down and we wili 
find ourselves suddenly faced with crises for which we are wholly un- 
prepared or even stampeded inlo a war for Ihe support of the very sj^tem 
against which we are contending. There does not appear to be — I 
speak with all deference and wifli insuSdent knowledge — a suSdent 

K. Rarm; MacDonald (IS6S-l9J7f. fin* Labour Fnme ^flIusta of Bntam 
192J24 and 1929-21, when to head a National CovemmeoL He 

was greatly intaested b India, wludi he viated anj then wrote a boot elt- 
i!> cf Jndw Iwited In preside over a session cf the Indian 

Kabona! CcBgrcss, hr was gU^ ly tis wife's fflness to decline. 

20. James Henry Thomas (187f W-W); otganiset of the Bnlish raHwaymen's trade 
ttnion and memha of tiie Labour CrHeniTnents of 192^ and 1929 31. He 
was one of the Labour leadns who a^eed to save in the N'ationat Covan 
irait of 1931, but lessoed in 19% became be was held raponsible for 
leakage cf hndgrt seoets. 
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appicdation of llic significance rf the Chinese struggle, and tlic protests 
that liase so fat been made in Indn either hy the \^^oiHng Comirtittcc 
01 hy tlic press appear to lath consiction and slimgUi, We are far mote 
deep!)' concerned with the issue in Cliina tlian Britisli Labour is and 
^et we h3\B not done an infifiitcsima\ part of ssliat tlie latter has done 
and is doing. Tlic Sccictai)' of the IX P. aslicd me some da)a ago 
why India was so quiescent in the matla and said that stror^ agitation 
in India would strengthen tlicii hands tremendously. All 1 could say 
was that perhaps the ncs'.s agencies 'sere not sending us reports of 
what was happening m Indb. 

It seems to me diat Indb must talc up a strong attitude, at least 
as strong as tlat of Britbh Labour, not merely because it is right for 
us to do so but because it is manifestly in our interest A strong a^- 
talion would disert attention from some of our mtcmal squabbles and 
produce among the masses, and to a cerbin extent csen in tlic Indian 
army, the mentalih’ of resisbnee which we had for a brief spell during 
the height of the noncooperation movement. 

1 had many talks with Chinese ddegates in Brussels. Faced as they 
were with a critical situation, thc>' naturally wanted immedbte action 
and were intolerant of deby- I pointed out to them lliat howeitr 
much we might ssTOpathisc with them our internal difficulties preiented 
us from doing much at preent. We would try to do out best now but 
what was more important was to by the foundations of future cooper- 
ation. Tlie joint deebration of the Bntish, Indbn and Chinese del^ 
ptes bys down some definite Imes of action. I do not Imow how 
far it is practicable to act along these lines in Indb at present. But 
if tlw lines ate appiosxd, consdoablc publicity might be gisw to them 
and mass opiiuon gradually educated. 

The Chinese delates were scry keen on the Canton Gosemment 
sending a permanent icpiescntalive to Indb and the Indbn National 
Congress sending a sinulat Tq)rfsef»t3ti« to Canton or Hanlau. I 
agreed with them about the desirability of the proposal and said that 
I would place it before the WoiHog Cbnunittee of the Indian National 
Congress with my strong recoiinneDdation. But I pointed out that 
Uiere may be many difficulties in the way of the lo^.C. and the>’ may 
not be able to send such a icpresoibtive. A represcntahsc from the 
Canton Go\-emtnent to Infia wonM of course be waimly welcomed. 

Some of the immediate slcjs flat were agreed upon were as follows:— 

1. The Clrmese sliould open an Information Bnieau at some place 
in Indb, ptefeiablj in Calcutta where there is a brge colony of Chinese 
and supply the fullest mfonnation to the press and politicians of Inda 
on Qiinesc questions This Bureau to be under the charge of a com* 
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pcrjDii ttlio can, if nmiut} arnct, tmifcT mill Indian leaden on 
G»w«c ^wolinwi. 

2. M tlic cipGxiti; of tlic Bu!wi »ill tiVc a liUk lira?, inm«vlutc 
ilx-pi ihrmlil !« taleti |u Jend contuiiKnit infunnalion on Cliincc 
^«C3liinxx io ^iic Indnn |iioa and lutkn'al oJpniallont fronx a Cli'moc 
frifonmlion Unrwti in Iitttoi>c, pafctablr the I^ndon one. 

J. A Clunoc rcjwenbti« fo Rationed in India, llic bad 
of lit Inlonnalirai llitrau >t le i« {oni|iclcnl cnooglj mijM l« jud: 
a irpmenlalivc. 

d. Aj loon ai fcanble, Cbinoe irjncacnUHxn nii^lil wit Indti and 
male 1 Umf o! India In fiilijlucn puUic ojiinion. I fold Ibnn tbit 
1 txonld siit;;nl (o tli: Con^ni in India to Krai an inxibtioti and as a 
iralltf of Ijtt 1 jcnt a cable in tliii cll«t to Mr. S. Srinixatt Jjfnpr 
ffom flnisielj, 

5. 'Hit lion Min ‘fanj paxly in China mijbl mxilc ttjntttntolistJ 
of tfic Indian .Valtotul Ckwi^iwi to ia«t CWna. 1 lio|;ied tliat tbs 
Context would l< ibk la ki»\ owe or |wo pctioni hut I poinled out 
Ilut It pouible that t1>e Coioiimcnt ma^ not Issue pass- 

pwts. Ja-w if Co'tnnricnt pmtntol wit irpintntolffcs IttCT laving 
India it would luit a good ^ctt. 

d. Similatl) It wai suKOted Hat the Tnd? Union Cnngrai in Cliina 
nii;;lil invite tcTnt'enlativn of flw Srallm tiailt unfen vftovtwnit to 
Cl»na. ( told the Ciiinne Inutver that apait from other diJiculties 
Incte 031 an addilioral one ~ the latt flat moil of lie laden of 
Ijbotif io India ore ict> rntKloatc, 

I was told that Hie Cbincic aie planning to bold a big wotlers' 
CongreU in Canton on Ma> U I9J7 and Ibcy 'ranted represen- 

tatiiw of Hie l.N’.C. and the Indian trade iioioni to altwd tins. Pro- 
babl;, invitatwni foi ibis Congjca '^31 be mwl to luo soon. 1 hope it 
will tic poHibIc foe jo« to Knd a icjiTtscntabit. 

7. Rqitiicntjliin of Hie Kuo Min Tang patty might be invited to 
alloid Uw neat wisioM of the Il^jC. 

8. 'Ibc Cliinoe dclcfitcs were very doirouJ of arranging a confer- 
ence lictucen Indian and Chinese itpiescnlatKcs in tbe neat future 
-within tk nwl ll«« oc lout wotitht. Sudi a conference can 
cillicr take place in China, or in Indu, or in Europe. I pointed out 
Ibal if Clinioc icpicscnUlhci tame to India iberc \sou\d obMOusly be 
no tiinicult)' in arranging a tonferewe. In China or Europe it would 
be iai uioic dilTicult as ne may ixrt able to send our people. Perhaps 
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if cornpctcnl men could be sent to attend tiic vodm' congress at 
Carilon on May 1 llicy might be able to meet icprcscnlali'c Cliincse 
there. Or if suitable Indians liappcncd to come to Europe ncit summer, 
some meeting could be arrange. 

9. llic Cliincsc clelegafcs nac abo keen on some joung Indians 
going to China fur purposes of study and to develop contacts witli tbc 
Chinese and their national Tnos-ement. Tlrey said U»at the Indbns 
would be very welcome and ociy faefli^* would be gistn to them. 
I (old them that it vvas not liLcIy tliat many Indians would be able to 
go to Clrina but I w-ould place their proposal before the Indian leaders. 

Meanwhile a continuous ablation shoald be canied on in India for 
die icall of Indian troops from China and on the duty of Indian 
soldiers not to fight their brethten in China. If the situation develops 
favourably there might be posubilitics of mass action but nothing definite 
could be said about tliis. 

1 am afraid 1 have written a very long report, which will tiy *hc 
patience of the members of the Woriing Commitlce. But 1 picfot' 
ed to be long and eipliat, even at Ihc espense of die reader's boredom, 
rather Ilian short and perhaps mwleading. The international situation 
change rapidly and it b ^uite possible that by the time thb note 
teachs India, important and faricadrmg devdopmenb might hast 
taken place. The Biitbh position is wak and U complications arise 
it is hi^Iy likely tlut some sops will be thrown cut to India to soothe 
public opinion, ft u freely mmoured m London that the Bengal OnJh 
nance prisoners wdl be released and the appointment of the Statutory 
Commission’* in the course tpf tlic year announced. It is also un- 
happily possible— though I earnestly trust that it will not happen— that 
owing to OUT urtemal weaknesses we shah acxept almost anything as a 
cnmpromisc. But if it » lealised that ndathely and potentially we are 
not WTak, whilst England b daily losing ground ia spite of her ap 
parent stici^th, we might perhaps adopt a stiffer and more uncom- 
piotnising attitude. A srtoblc settlement can only come when wb arc 
strong and not in our moment of wtakness. We have but to bold out 
and refuse to have any dealings with the spirit of compiombe, bom 
of wearuiess, and conoentote on the budding up of strengtfi. 

f hope t£ie Wortmg Comniiltee roll send me fell directions on Cie 
variaus poinb rabed in this report. It ir possible that 1 may have to 
attend one or more meetings of the oecutne committee of the League 
against Imperialism before 1 ictura to India. It b also possible that 

Zl. Better Istmn as the Siscon Conmissioa, its fVpox was to emsder 
orortiaj cf the Refsnne ot 1919. 


296 



» EUROPE 


I maj- again come in bwli »illi ihc Cluncse and oilier people. It « 
tlmcforc nccnwiy tliaf I aliould Inow reedy Iimv die ^Vailing Com- 
mittee feelj in regard to tlicsc msllai; and «!ut action, if any, it would 
liVe me to talc. 

I am sending witli tliis tcpofl copks <rf wrious resolutions and mani- 
icstos of tiic RimscU Congress. 1 Iiopc to send soon a full report of 
llic proceedinp. 

Montana jaw-aluiUl Nehru 

rchntaty 19, 1927 


n. On the Indian SHuatlois' 


1 wnt our count!) to gain complete w-joj, and this should be our 
aim till tio jufteei 1 will probably not change my opinion, whalc^tr 
be tlie stale of my eountt). f tbovglil, and t itifl (hinl; that often 
«ur leaders forget tliis, and therefore f am wTiling to jou about it. 

Swaraj means two things the external relations of our country and 
the inteniat organisation. In exlcmal affairs our country sliould liase 
full freedom fo do wliat it hies, to sign heatics or datlop spea'al re- 
lations with any country. If our country nahes to hav-e any special 
relationship with England, slic rmy. If she thinls it proper to have 
such fcblions with China or any* oilier country, she should he fret to 
do so. ‘IliUs all the tights that an indqiendcnl country enjoys in this 
respect, should be tiiosc of our country aim. To say tntn now that 
we sisal) slwnyr be associated with England, as a Dominion or in some 
otlicr form, seems to me inappiopmle, lor it lessens oor freedom of 
choice in the future. I do nri want our country to be a victim of 
that narrow nalioruhsm wlilcli « now to be found in aImKt all the 
countries of Europe and America. I hope tliat after gaining freedom 
we shall use out energy for extRiding peace in the world. 

1. r.JttscIi iiom 4 lelln wtilltn by Jmshiilil feom Mwtias and puhlislifd io 
Ad/, 2 Mircti 1927, &iginsl fa llmdi. 

Tliii Jrtta leccivfil nide nohcc in Inda md w« gmoaDy tfgirdcd as implieir 
cnticisin of hloliUl Nclim. 
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By inttrnal independence 1 mean lhat tmr ficedom should benefit 
the majoiily of our people, that is, the peasants and ssoAcis. I do 
not nant tliat sssnnj in wWch a few ridj people benefit or a fnv In- 
dians get CT-cn higher positions and the lot of the crorc? of peasants 
and poor people do(3 not impnnt 
I had smlten to you catllct also Hut in my opinion tli«e shonld be 
an eiliemist group in the Congress. I did not by that mean the for- 
laaticm of a new party to compete with others. I Iiad cmpliasiscd 
Uiat there should be no attempt to increase the numba of parties. 
But what I was afraid of was lliat in the Congress or in the Ssi-ataj 
Parts-, there would alnass be some men wire would try to pull us bacL 
It is but natural Lhat in big parties tlicic dionld be all sorts of people, 
etttemish and moderates, impalfcnl and slow. To stop tlrls palling us 
back there should be some pressure from the other irecHon as wtU- 
If tliosc penons who agree willi this view could consult togctlier and 
take ttre tight steps, the danger of out backsliding could be avoided. 
This will also add to tlie strength of our ladcrs and they could forge 
aliead with confidence. It does not mean eppostng the esistirg par* 
^ acepting those tVit go against cut principles. Apart from the 
Congress, tlic Swaraj Patty is the only leading group at present tven 
those in tlut part}’, who think it proper, an join tiie nlremist group 
and help their patty to go ahad. 


28. To Rangaswami Iyengar^ 


Clinique Stephani, 
Montana s/Sierre, 
Switzerland 

7.U7 

^ly dear Rangaswami, 

1 enclose anofter note for lie Working Comnuttee I hope you will 
have copies sent to the members. My prinapal object in sending thss 
notes is not only to keep llic Working Committee in touch with deve- 
lopments but to dh-ert the attenbon of the memben for a whDe at 
least from Hiadu-Muslim riots and mnideis. I thirl thev ought to 
thank me for this httle diversion > 

1. AJCa FDe No C. :9162,\)/1927. P»rt II p 131 N-\LMi. 
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Pasha's* old party which is gradually dedining in strength although 
Zaglul is himself scry poptibr. There is no real opposition behsten 
the two patties, l^aglwl is gelling veiy old and much cannot he ex- 
pected from him. Ilahz Ramadan is supposed to be the coming man 
in Egypt. He has promised to work on behalf of the League against 
Imperialism in Egypt and lie proposes to start a branch of the League 
there which will have itpresentativcs of all the national patties and 
labour organisations in Egypt. He further proposes to gi\C an annual 
sum of £50Q on behalf of h{$ party to the Le^e. I undentand that 
Zaglul is himsdf scry interested in the Laguc. 

Steps arc being taken to form a brandi of the League representing 
the Arab countries. Probabty the headquarters will be Palestine as 
Syria is in actual revolt. Madiar El-Bakri, 3 Syrian notable and lea- 
der, vs in charge of this. HaVim AjinaV Wran and L3i, Ansari proba- 
bly remember ElBahri. He told me that he had met tlicm in Pales- 
tine or Syria, This branch will probably have representatives from 
Iraq also. 

Mesko is taVirg the lead in organising the League in Latin America 
and it is probable that a Congress <rf representatives from Latin Amen- 
ca will be held before long in Chicago or somewhcic else in Oie \J5A.. 
the idea 0! holding it in the U.SA. being to storm the citadel of 
American imperialism, Funds have been promised for w-otk in Latin 
America. Tlie Niaragua problem* will be made the diief issue- 

A branch w-ill probably be started in the U.SA. aT». Funds for use 
in the U5A. have beerv promised. 

The problems of tlie negroes in live U.SA. and those in Afria arc 
very different and the two brandies of the race liave hardly been in 
touch in the past. Efforts, which are likely to succeed, arc bring made 
under the aospiees of the League to bring them togetbet and make 
them act together. 

Tlie South African delegates have nndertakeo to form a branch of 
the League in South Africa in collaboration with the advanced wing 
of flic while wotVeis, the n^o wotken, tire h^egto Congress and the 
South African Indian Congress. This branch will specially work against 
all colour le^slatlon and fisciimination. So far there has not been 
much cooperation between these differoit organisations and each one 
of them has had to fight its battle angly. The white workers have 

1 SiJd Z»gHul Pijlia (18501927), EgSpUra Natjacalut leaden suffered botli 
arrest (1832) and ctile (1919) for ha attempti to end foitign doroinatjon 
in in 1919, foundrf Ihe Wald Par^. 

d. Kmrapia, of mteiest to (he United Sutw because of bet plaas to constmci 
a canal across the Utbrouj, «as ooenpied by U5. minces for a long period. 
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helpM bot luw been the partisani of ific colour 
discrimination policj’. It will thciefine Ijc a grat gain i( the League 
JUKccdj in bringing about some coopcoiioD and specially in aisociat- 
ifiS 3t least the adianccd white asoilen villi Ihc oppressed races in 
South Africa. A recent agitemcnt between tlie Gos'cmmcnts of 
Sourii Africa and Inda lai apptmtthhetn apprmed in Znefa. I am 
unaldc to espios an opinion on it, liioogli it does not seem to me 
to go s-eij- fir. Bui in any estnt it vtmW be foolish to imagine that 
the ttoubla of fndijn sctlfen in South Africa art o\a and the help 
of the oilitt commuiutics sliould lie sw welcome. 

I’rolably {omc o^nfsation viH aho be formed in N'orth Africa, 
flic pressure of the right ving and the lulcwatmncss of many of 
die other Lalwiiritcs in Unglind is hampering work on behalf of the 
in Cngland. Lansbiicy and some othen are leen but they 
feel that eaution is nemury so as not to anbgnnise the others. Tlic 
mam objection raised is tliat the League dnws its inspiration from 
RenU and teclinical difTiaiflin are aUo raiinl to (he effeet tfiat La- 
bour OTgjnisilions in Etigland being alHbted to the 2nd International 
cannot be formally associated with anotliei intcmarional organisation. 
Il'e fi5t objection doa not cany one sety fat. The aecuti« com- 
nilltec of the League has, 1 believe, a majority of ron-eommunists and 
there is no reason why they should be led by the nose by the minority. 
Besides it is otmons that the League can wily work satisfactorily on 
mote or less common lines of action. A narrow majority ignoring a 
minority ssill soon break up the League. In any es'cnl it is premature 
to condemn the I«g«c ^foic it does anything to whicli ohjectfon 
«n Ijc taken. 

Tlie second objection appears to me to be untenable, llie League 
lias been formed on .1 broad enough basis to include national organi- 
sations on the one hand and bbour organuations belonging both to 
Ibe 2nd and the 3id IntcmatioiwK So long as there is no conflict 
between tlie principles and the pncKct of the lague and those of 
another organuation, the bttcr is certainly at liberty to associate itself 
with the League. 

Tliis [China] of course vil! continoe to be the principal aefirity of the 
League, Tlie delegates from other connlries— E^pt, Syrb, South Afri- 
ca, America etc.— realised how modi tbeii own future dtpended on 
the issue in China and have dedded ta male Clirna a prindpal plank 
in their own national campaigns. 

The situation in China confimw to be |ra«. Tlic British Coseni- 
rnent lias, for all practical puqmscs, abandoned even its pretence of 
neutrality, in spite of all assertions to die cwtraiy, Tlieir troops arc 
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stationed now in the Chinese part of Shangliai, outside the confines 
of the International ScttlcmcnL Tlic commander of tlie Shantung 
troops— Chang Chung Oang— who is now opposing the Cantonese, 
has been allowed to fie up liis headquarters inside Uic International 
Settlement and in all pio^bility he is rccching O'cry help from the 
British. lie is admittedly and notoriously a brigand ncll InosTO and 
bated all mcr China for his mthlcssncss. Tlic recent mass aeculions of 
stifl-m and pickets in Slianghai could nevci haie taken place if the 
British troops bad not been landed there and had not given their moral 
support to the Shanghai defence forces. 

The battle for Slianghai may bhc place at any moment and tire 
probability is kliat the Cantonese will dclcat Chang Cliung Chang. 
Tliey will immediately then come bee to face with the British troops 
and if these laltci arc outside the Settlement boundaries thae is every 
chance of friction. The foreign troops in Shanghai have no great 
importance apart from the Britisli contingents. Th^ have been sent 
there for form's sake and 1 understand that tJicy have instructions to 
avoid all confiicts. No forogn troops ercepting the British and Italians— 
tlicrc is an unholy alliance between Austen Chambalain* and Musso- 
lini— arc ouhlde the Settlement boundaries. The British troops arc 
fully quipped and hare the latest bnb and aeroplanes. 

Tlic Chinese problem b intimatety connoted with tire relations be- 
tween Russia and England. The recent exchange of notes bctn-cen 
fiiese two countries has not added any lustre to England. Probably 
England is not jet prepared to face a npture hot conditions are bound 
to get worse. 

As 1 informed, tlic President of the A.I.C.C., Chinese rqrescntatires 
were inrited to England by a number of Labourites. The British Go- 
\ eminent has boweser refused to them visas. It is dear that a 
similar poliq* astII be adopted in the case of Chiresa \isiting India or 
Indians >isiting Qiina, But this is no reason A\hy evcij’ effort should 
not be made on our beliaU to get into touch with the Chinese. 

As I have already cabled to the Presdent, A.I.C.C., the hcadquarieis 
of the Kuo Min Tang in Canton ha« thankfully accepted the invita- 
tion of the Indian Kaiiona] Coi^iess to send representatives 
to India. They have nominate for tiiis purpose; Madame Son 
Yat Sen, Professor Kuo Mo^ yo of the National University, Pdi- 

5. Sir Aosteo CJumbabm (1863-19)7), Bnfasti Consemh'e poIitKiaa; 
ChancdlJt tpf the Eicheqc^ 1903-5, Seoetaiy of Stite for lodia, 191> IT: 
a member cf lie War C^bmet lioni T^isl 1918, aod CbaDCtUor of the Ex- 
cheqaiT, 1919 21 He jonetded Bonar Lav ij Cooservatn'e leada in 1921. 
From 1921 to 1929 he vrai Fore^ Sewtary. 



i'< mcJ« 


and ^Van 5 Tifn \Va\, a tnanW of the C«i!rjl Eirrotnc of iht 
Kno Mm Tar.;. Tist [irt lla! tl.c Kns Mia Tars ccnsjdnat'fi 
iwpottantc to llnS mil af» If attn fnrn llie tutr.a of Ibrir fwmincn 
Hfr a:c a!I 'tit imjxJttjnl pcrjcm in lltcti jntnnrcnl. MiiLjmc Sun 
\3t Sen H of toons famoct. I’toftiw Kco Men; jv h tie liad of 
Uic p'op3;andj ittl«n of the Kuo Afut Tan;. Step? arc new leui; 
talcn frt tie f»'u() Mm Tan; to ctf t«at fot ihcn noniincct to mit 
tniJj. It it Kofiltlr frjt thn sill wetetd in gdtin; llinr 
'i'lv It l!,o do not I ttnit tlic ItKcit poWicity mil be ghtn to this 
fart fn fmfii aatl tjuotii'm put o iff 

C}unf*e lute stiTisoIrd t» me riot pctfiapi it mH be fasln 
fot fniluni lu t;'i In Oiina awl Iticy ihotfcrc desired tlial the Indian 
Omtpm tWiW tty In semi aejursentitua I da not a;Trc wstfi thesn 
ri thinlin; ihai tliii nill be any eastcf tr.l nonethclest, I feel tliat :n 
atlentpi jlion’d U: tnadc, epecullv if if»c Cmmtnessf tfn not atlo*’ 
rite Cliincse to tome to Indu. I mi;|it mention that Ific Cliincse 
fust ni.i^ntesl In tr.e ihit amon; Ihc Indian rtptntnlali'cs mislil be 
Hf. Aman 1 do not quite Iaow *1iy Dt. Afisan'i name nas jug- 
geiird Ixil in am rase nr. Ansati nouU k an ncrllent choice. 1 
Wiese Ihc idea stas ilut »?me joW jt>d jufistantial persem nfio lad s 
ifft)gni«il position in Irdu tntgW he jcnt. piitly kcaitse the}' Mint- 
td juth peiscns ami partly Iftausc they base a I’Cttcr elunec of 
tracliing Cinna and reluming lo India. 

Out Oiinric fiioids are eilntmlmanly Itm on India doing tome- 
riling jsibsfanlu! lo help them. 'Itiey Icep arling me nb( is being 
done and nhal more can If done. 

Ai I stated in iny Ust note, a bn; obltgrani was sent to llie Prah 
dent o! the Indian National Coopos Ire the Ptnident of tlie Drussclt 
Congirss on or alniit llth rehnuiy. Rut the last mad dated ISth 
I'chmaij rccriml from fndu contamj no reference to tliis able although 
a snbseqiicnf able of mine h atlnonfedgof. I am thus inclined to 
Uiinl tlial the first nhle nas suppressed by llie Cosemment. Tins is 
ralhcf annoying as the cable cost £16. 

It is proposed to hold 3 nwlin; of the Dicaitist Committee of tiic 
liCague in Amsiathm rsilhin the mt fortnight. I shall cndcastiut 
ft> attend. 

.Montana, fanaharb! Nehru 

Match 7th 1927 
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29. To N.S. Hardlkar' 


Clinique Stepbani, 
• Monbna $/Sicne, 

Switzerland 

8.3.1927 

My dear HardiUr, 

I bare read jout letter to Goswami* in tbe Fonwd, r^arding the 
raising of a contingent of the H.S. Dal for ambulance svort in China. 
1 am very glad you lias’s made a perusal of this kind. It is up to us 
in India to do something practical for China. Vague resolutions of 
sympathy do not carry one far. What form this practical help should 
fake ] cannot ay from this datance. But I do hope that the All India 
Board of the Dal ssnil decide on something cSectistL 

In considering this question there are three matters to be borne in 
mind: men, money and the facilities which the Goveratnent will gi« 
us. The third matter is entirely bey^d our control and it is highfy 
likely that every diEculty will be placed in our way. All we can 
do is to make a reasonable and practicable proposal and for the rest 
we can ignore the action tliat Government might bke. If we do our 
best and are prevented from proceeding further by Government it is 
not our fault. 

1 would imagine that tlve proposal to raise and send a large number 
of volunteers— 200 as yon suggest— wotH meet with insuperable dif- 
Sculties. Perhaps you might raise the men but very large fonds would 
be recessai}’ and it is cerbitr that Govetmrent would come in the w-ay. 
It would be far more feasible to send a selected batch of say 20 or 25 
volunteers trained in ambulance work. The funds requited would not 
be very great and other difficulties would proportionately be less. In 
selecting these 20 or 25 men it would be desirable to get represenbtivts 
of different provinces to some extent at least. If funds are not suffi- 
cient for even so many therr otily 10 need be sent. The number does 
not matter so much, it is the spiiit of active help that wdl create a very 
good impression in China and India. 

). {luditaT Fapas, N.M.KIL. 

2. Tula Cbaiijj Cowjuu (JS9519J7), a anundar oE Soarapoif who was eda* 
Cited It Cilcutta and Oxford and dwa entered politics; was a supfwrta of 
the Swaraj Party and helped Chitb Baojan Das to start the newspaper Forvvird. 
lie wa» a memba of the Lepslabve Assembly hom 1921 3D and 1937-tl and 
Deputy l.eader of the Paitv till M39. In 1941 he served as Fmaace hfinfs- 
ter in Ibe Bmfal Ccvmuitst. 
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If jonr Board decides on seme sucli sclbn and {he funds jre anh- 
me I v.'ould advise )tm to comaraiitcatc raimediatcly wjh the Xiw 
w Canton oBaing jout services. You need not wait 

w Gflaemment permission. K Gowniment jubsequcntly refuse per- 
fnissiofl jou cm m^onii the Canton GOiemmest or iluo Mm Taag of /t 
_ It would be a great thing >1 some actioii was taVen qnidJy. Tme 
is important. Ke^ me informed of wlut you do. My addiejs ^Y]^l 
he C/o 'Hios. Cook & Son, Geno a. 

I am cnctusing a jjotj fii^ tlio Vofuntaer. 

Ybnrt rmcere!/, 
Jmhatlal Nthru 

Tlie note for the Vofunfeei* has developed into a little article. It 
might be worthwhile to send topic of it to otlier papcR in order 
to give it peato pubficity nnmeduteijr. 

J.Tf. 


i. See item }?. 


30. Hole on a P/epoul for a ParRamenfao' Bill for India' 


During a short visit to Ixmdon nhicli I paid in September last, ] bad 
occasion to meet the Secretary of the Indqjordent labour Pai^. jjj 
toH me (hat if waj the dcitc of ha to tale a well defined 
attitude in r^aid jo India *®id fteo to endeavour to get flie whole 
Labour Party to adopt ftis. so that when labour comes to power ftey 
would be mote ot les committed to this fine of acb’on. The present 
position was hi^Iy unsatirfacteiy. Mrs. Beatrts Commonwealth of 
Inda BilJr had b«» fpnnally adi^ted ty &e Labour Pai^ but it was 
a measure which aeattd no emhuMism in the I LP, (Independent 
Labour Patty) ot in rndo- IIkt proposed tberefbec that anothet bill 
should be dralud and if the Indun lead® agree to its provisions, the 
lU*. should foimally adopt ft and eatiy on propaganda <m ft. 

1, J. M. MisceEinojoj Papos, NMllL 

2. In 1921 Oie Bnnsh taUw Pay tfeeiM to wppecl thij BiH, irijq, 
aitcniid to jeSa oa sa <^1 footing With the Dmiunions, but ig 
vested warn rwiduil I’owas wifo fte vicaoy. 
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the present monienl tlic)' are liandkapped from talcing up a strong 
enough attitude in public as if flicf do so, the)’ arc iirnnediatel)' con- 
fronted snth the milk and water provisions of Mrs. Bcsant’s bill which, 
for the time being, is an official Labour Part)' measure. 

The hL.P. felt tliat thc)’ couW not do rnueb its this direction without 
the backing of thc Indian leaders. It wonld be difficult enough for 
them to consert the whole or a majority of the Labour Part)’ to their 
Slew, not to mention the general pnUic, but this task would become far 
more difficult if thcj’ had no support in India. 

I told tliem that 1 apprcciatr^ their position and would gladly help 
them in any way 1 could. Personally 1 did not like the* idea of drafting 
bills for Parliament or of Indian leaders or organisations committing 
themsehes to any such bill! Ko bill could contain my idea of 
complete independence. But I added that the leaders in India would 
probably agree to a bill which was advanced cnouglr, that is a bill 
which actually and immediately give India full Dominion Status, not 
in thcor)' only as Mrs. Bewnl's bill does. E\en so, I added further, 
it would perhaps be better for tlie ILP. to go ahead on ib own ini- 
tiatisc, having previously assured iisdf of the goodwill of the Indian 
leaders to its measure, without trying to commit the Indian organisa- 
tions to its formal support. 

Various drafts were then sent to me in hJovember lor my opinion and 
I made numerous suggestions. The point I wished to emphasise and make 
absolutely clear wns that the bill mnst provide for tbe immediate control 
of thc Indun atm) bj' India and that no foreign army of occupation 
could be allowed to temain in Indb. A fresh draft was thereupon pre- 
pared, taking Mrs. Besant's bill as the basis and a short time ago I made 
further suggestions on this draft and sent them to thc IJLP. These 
suggestions, in the main, were as follows : 

1 have stated that on further consideration my doubts about the de- 
sirabilit)' of any Parliamentary Bill haw increased. I cannot rcconcfle 
myself to India being a consenting party to ber continued adherence to 
the British Empire. 1 feel sbonglv flat the one and only aim which 
India can have is complete independence and the IXP. should also 
declare itself unajuivocally m favour of this. 1 can wxll undentand 
that the I.LP. desires that India and England should cooperate together 
in the future but tliis coopenbon tan only come about after Inrha has 
severed her connection wnth the British Empue, The IXuP. cannot, if 
it wishes to be tree to its own ideals and general policy, refuse to sup- 
port the demand for Indian independence. I had some discussions on 
this point with I.LP. members m Brussels. They admitted the correct- 
ness of my contention but almost net)' Englishman, however advanced 
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he nu) l)c politically, ij a bit o{ an vnpciuliit in matters relating to 
Indb. Having admitted the principle, they sought refuge in practice 
and in the ofticpcatol statcmciit tiiat Iticy contd not demand indepen- 
dence for Inda nlicn India henetf bad not demanded it and indeed 
liad repeatedly rcluscd to rountenantc tlw idea. I wns not prepared to 
admit this bttcr statement in its enfirety but even granting the fact 
that liidb docs not want independence* I gave it as my firm opinion 
that it Mas uplQ the I,LP. to press for it. Independence seas the only 
Hglit solution of (he prohlon and (be fact that ue in India feared to 
claim It 3$ mil due vvas only a vK-fci IHustntkm of our own mental de- 
gradation and of the injury that Ei^Vind liad done to us. It was absurd 
tt) ask a country under military occupation and Milh all manner of pen- 
alties attached to pobtini uotk lo espitss her ral opinion on (bis 
subject. It was Pjually alnun] to cvpccl. after many generations of 
British domiitation and repression, d>3t uc holiM not be scry much 
affected by the (ilie ideology of our British nders and by the slave 
mentality fthich this had produced. We lave had since lire Great 
\\'8r plehiscilei in certain parts of Europe, Silesia' leu instance. All 
the world knows tlie value of lliesc pfcbiscitcs taken under the shadow 
of guns. And a plebisate in India today would have an even less value 
for we have not only the guns but the pen-cited outlook which long 
anoefafion with (he Crrtish has given u*. So f contended (hat even 
if Indu did not want independence (oday* or even went so far as to 
declare licrself definitely agiinst it. even then it was upto the I.LP. to 
declare that independence was Imfc's doc and she must have it. After- 
wards when she lod gained complete freedom and was in a position 
to Form a right opinion she could easily, if she so wished, associate 
herself with the British Empire or Cornmonwcaltli. But not before. 

I furlhn pointed out tlat as a matter of fact it was not quite correct 
to wy that India desired lo icmam in llic British Empire. The reac- 
tion after the noncooiKtation movement bad catainly produced a feel- 
ing of weariness and a desire for compromise in many of our leaders 
and others, ruilhci the mere fact of working in the Councils in India 
necessitated the toning down of our demand to dominion rule. A 
demand for independence was out of court in the Assembly or Coun- 
cils. Thirdly there was the feeing Uiat an uncompromising demand 
for independence by the Congress mi^>t lesult in the declantion of 
the Congress as an unlawful assembly and thus bring about a crisis 


5, A plcbnrite «as lifW in Sitea in 1921 to drtcnnine »lirtfici Uppa Silesia 
should tfmain ii Ccnniiiy oi be Imitartd to Poland. The plehisite it- 
juliec! in a liwvy wite foi Ctminy eicepi w the nsteramost p»rt of Upper 
SileM. 
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which wc in our preoit moment of wcaVness ntre not prqared to 
meet And fourthly since the icactiofi which followrf noncoopciation 
the masses hare lately lept oway from the Congress and there is a 
preponderance of certain clcmcnb in it whidr on the whole proSt hy 
the British connection and arc thus reluctant to break it In spite of 
these four substantial reasons the urge for a Congress declarab’on m 
fareur of independence has been growing and it has only been the 
personal inSuence and pressure of inflirential leaders sshicb has Iqjt it 
down. And I feel sure that it cannot be kept down scry much lor^. 
fMay I add here that the argomente ad^wirced by Nit. GaniSii* at 
Canhad were in my humble opinion, and 1 say so with all respect, 
wholly untenable and based on an entirdy WTong ideology). 

1 placed ah these considerations before the lU. and also pointed 
out that e\en in their own interests it was highly desirable for them 
to press for Indian ^dependence and nothing short of it British po- 
licy was aimed today at bringing aJ»ut a close cooperation between 
entain capitalist Undlocd and other elements in India proStisg I7 
the British connecticn with sioular elements in England. The Indian 
States would of course fall in this gmup. And thus we may have in 
India in the near future a measure of freedom, just enough to bre^ 
the bacb of the adianced gmqis, and with aB the power i-ested in 
groups friendly to English impodalmn. It would be an allia&ce of 
impersabst England and an imperialist India, which would not onfy 
rtule real freedom and progress in India diEcuIt but would lengthen 
the life of Eritisb imperialisia. The lU*. could hardly desue thu 
to happen and the most cEcetKe method of preventing it was to make 
India wholly independent. 

Thus any Parliatoentaiy Bill, which noessarily confined itself to Do- 
minion rale, would not leceire the support of at least that section in 
India which belissts in independence. But I made it dear that pro- 
bably it might be appmsed by most of our leaders. 

Subjat to the abos-e, I made a nninbcr of otter su^etions on the 
draft sent to roe. Tins draft was rather s-agee on tte question of de- 
fence. I had prriiously laid stress on Indian control of aD militaiy 
services. I again pointed out that unless this wws made quite clear, 
the bin was in my o^on utterly worthless, and alttaugh it imght be 

A. Mahatina Giadlis opporf a raotatxm that should be de£aai to eeai 

iadtpa«daisc &* cf any DntiA walrel He said be hnuself itooU be 
saCsSed wttk any esjostitssbCB wtoEb girt tadia the powa to dtdaa fefie- 
peideice. He sated the to be ptssnl and stlaia what »faj pos^b 

at the moaent *nd tha “caoiiat ftutiia steps". Emj the Dotnh Boers had 
beai coottat arith Do mic ba Stotni tbonji they ccoH have dedeed tJinr 
ndepeadmee. 
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approNcd wen as it s^as by some, ft wcmld meet s\itli fierce and con- 
tinuous opposition by others. Tlie Ml should lay down that the full 
control of all milibiy, nawl and an services should pass on forthwith 
to the Indian Parlument or executive and the actual ssilhdrawal of 
foreign troops and the transfer of Indian troops to Indian control should 
b^in immediately. The actual technique of transfer may take a little 
b’me — but not long —.but the (heotctical control must vest immediate- 
ly in the Indian executive. 

A suggestion was made by some menftws of the I.LJ. that there 
should be no second chamhets eilhcc in fire Central or the Provincial 
legislatures. I entirely agreed with this. TTie proposed Senate in Mrs, 
Besant's bill is a most objectionable body. Any second chamber would 
eith« be based on a wide dectorate and would tlms be an unneces- 
sary and undesirable duplication of the first chamber, or it would be 
based on a restricted debate and would be a reactionaiy body always 
neating deadlocVs. 

A suggestion of mine, approved by ti»c others, was the reconstitu- 
tion of the provinces on a lingwstic hosts. Hindustani, with English 
as a permissible altenuthe, should be the Mieial language of the Cen- 
tral legislature, and the language of the province and Hindrutani should 
be the official language of each province. 

The franchise for both the Central and the Provincial legislafures Is 
proposed to be the same adult (lanchise. No property or educational 
qualifications are mentioned; only three yean’ residence and earning 
one’s living. The latter is a rather vague phrase but the idea u cleat 
and can be put in better language. 

The minute details of village organisation In Mrs Besant’s bill have 
been left out. It was felt that statutory ptovition for them would really 
hamper growth as there would be no fiwibiirty. 

In regard to the Indian States, no change has been suggested in 
their status in the draft bill, but di«y will be under the new Indian 
Central Government, which will tahe the place of the present Govern- 
ment of India. It will be open to the new Government by negotia- 
tion to bring about changes. 

There were many other suggestions made to which reference need 
not be made here. On the whole the draft was made on the Irish 
model— the Irish oath of allegiance etc. being tlie least objectionable. 

I do not know what the I.LP. has finally decided on the suggestions 
made by me. But I have today received a letter from flie I.L.P. office 
which informs me that their Council has been considering the ques- 
tion and the procedure they propose adopting is as foUows: after pre- 
paring their final draft they will send copies of it to a numher of 
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Indian leaders for tlicif opinion and suggestions, if tl'cy generally ap- 
prove, the draft will he sent formally with a covering letter to Indbn 
political organisations— tliej' will probably address otbci oiganisations 
besides the Congress. In this covering letter they propose to say frank- 
ly tliat should India demand complete independence the I.LP. will sup- 
port it; should India desire to remaia within the British Commonwealth, 
the I.L P. will support the demand provided it is a demand for full Donu- 
rion Status, Should, however, India desire to retain Britisli control over 
tlie army and the Indbn States, tlic 1.LP. will be sorry and although 
it win support this demand, it will not do so wholc-heartcdl)-. Tlic 
draft bill which will be sent will give Indb control over the 
army and Indian States. The letter from the I.L.P. office con- 
tinues as follows; "Tlie Committee fell encouraged to go on with the 
bill in view of Srinivasa tj-cngai’s statement about drafting a bill. Tlie 
National Council merely wants to push forward the matter and not 
in any way to intencne. If Srinivasa Iyengar proposes a bill to whicli 
every one agrees and if it is not a bill wbidi leaves the amvy and tlic 
Indian States altogether in the lunds of the Vicefoy> the 1.LP. will 
scrap its own bill and talc up Iyengar’s bill We want to draft the 
bill to show the best which will arouse out wholehearted support. Less 
than tliat will be merely ‘reforms* vvhieh we feel could not rouse our 
enthusiasm, ihough we will support »t." 'Hiis Irtlcr contains not only 
the (pinion of the individual who wrote it but it apparently purports 
to give the opinion of the LLF. Council. 

It is an irony not without significance that the I.L.P. should egress 
fear that the Indbn leaden m^ht tone down their demands to im- 
material and triv-bl reforms which do little good and rouse less en- 
thusiasm. But tlie record of the past few years shows that tlicir ap- 
prehension is not unjustified. , 

1 have so far not written on this subject to Indb but now that 
matters are taling some shape ! thought it would be desirable to in- 
form the members of the Worling Committee about them. Probably 
it will be some little lime before the LL.P. communicates with Indbn 
leaders and the formal letter to the Congress will only go much later. 
But as Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar apparently intends drafting a bill he may 
be interested in Inow-ing of what the I.LP. are doing. The Working 
Committee may also perhaps find a knowledge of what some Labour 
circles arc doing in Engbnd nseful in considering further developments 
in the political situation m Indu. 

Tlie I.L.P. do not desire any publicity to be gisen to tlieir proposal 
it this stag: either in India ot Bbglawd. They are afraid that publicity', 
before the full draft is ready after consultation with Indian leaders, will 
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male tltcir lisl mote diffimll in Hosbnd. Tlie Labour Part)’ as is 
well kucmn fia$ among ib nnls impcrulHts of tlic richest hue; a tna- 
jont)' and tlic part)* nucliincty ate stiH under tlw control o{ men I’Ve 
MacDonald and 'lliDma) who probablr arc a iliadc uorsc in regard to 
India than c\cn Bitlenhcad’. Bnt the IJLP. « growing in power and 
as las been sliown in the Chinese crisis llicj- on occasionally bring 
the Laluur Part)' upto tlic matt. It is (iiRcfoic desi'tablc that tliis 
note and tlic suggestion of tlie 1X.P. be kept confidcntbl for the pre- 
sent. 

JawahatUl Nelim 

!i. ridettct Srmlh tlS72|9SD): £nt Its! SuVnitind. Contnvjtise lAd 
ClunrtlW 1917 22 anJ thoi Snmtiij el Stitr tor India 1924 28 


31. To Mahatma Gandhi' 


Clinique Stqihani, 
MonUna s/Skire, 
Switzabnd 


My dear Dapuji, 

1 li3\c not written to you for a stry bng rime, f have purposely asoid- 
cd doing so, JO as not to add to ywr »oiV, and lia\c contented tnjself 
by sending you news of us tluoi^h Maliadesa and Devadas. But 
neither of them has been, so fat as I am concerned, an olraordinarily 
good concspondcnl. Of this I do not male tlic slightest compbint, 
os I can fidly realise how busy Mahadcsn must be with his numerous 
actnitics, and Devadas, 1 am s-or son) to karn, las not been keeping 
well. Besides, I'ourig fndw has been keeping me supplied with news 
about )ou. But tiie effect of not bearing often or frequently from any 
person is a slackening at tbs end also. And so 1 base not written as 
often esen to Mahadesa or Doadas as I might otherwise have done. 

I presume jou hi\e licen in some sort of touch tlirougb father with 
our mosements here and the slate of Kamala's lialtb. U is a year, 
almost to a day, since we bnded at Venice, and it must be confessed 
tint the results of tlic jeai’s licatnicnt base been far from satisfactory. 
At jwfstiit Kamab is kccjring well and Utterly she has made real pro- 
gress. I am iiopui? that the will ftmbwR but still 1 base a fctlmg 


1, GjriilnNelitn Cottespondcnce, Candk SiBMal: Sanpjliabya, Serial No. 12590 
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that although she may be outwardly cured care will be reccssary in 
future to pre\cnt relapses. She goes out for fairly long ssulls now and 
so far as appearances go loots healthier tluin she lias done for some 

)ca5. 

I had hoped to return to India in spring tliis year but this is not 
likely now. It is hardly v\i$e to go during the monsoon. So it scons 
that we must stay on here till late August Wc propose to remain in 
Montana for another fhe necks and then to go down to Montreal, 
quite near the pbee where M. Romam Rolland lises, and later to 
France and England. If necesaiy we shall return to Montana for 
another few weeks' rest and treatment in the summer. 

Indira has been Irsing at a little school two or three hours journey from 
here. We sec her about once a month. Sire will join iis when we go 
down from Montana. Krishna is with us and is wclL 
You must base read of rny going to the Brussels Congress, I had 
the pleasure of meeting a number of \tr>’ interesting persons there 
Among thee was Ernst Toller, a yourrg but famous German dramatist. 
I base only read one of his works— the Machine Wreckers®— but this 
I liked. It deals with the early industrial period of England and the 
hosblit)’ of the workers to machinet}'. It would interest jmu. Teller 
asked me specially to send you his respectful regards. 

Wc ha« all been s-ety gUd to gel reports of j-our good health. 

Yours affly.* 
Jswaharlal 


2. Published in 1923. 


32. To Rangaswami Iyengar' 


Clinique Stephani, 
Montana, 
s/Sierre, Suisse 
March 16, 1927 

My dear Rangaswamj, 

I have just recdred a bundle of papers from Berlin containing various 
resolutions and speeches of the Brussels Congress. Some of these pa- 
pers have already been sent to you. Nonetheless I am sending tots 

1. AJCC. Flk No C. 29, 1927. Pat D, pp, 129-150, NJ>UIL 
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whole lot lo )-ou under separate i^steted cover. This is 'by no means 
a fut[ record o{ Ihc Congress, but most of the important resoluh'om 
and some of Uic interesting speecbes arc included. I would specially 
draw 5 o\jt attention to the draft organisation itsointion. I am sorry 
the resoludon on Mesopobmia bas not been included in this lot 

1 \vT5uld Suggest that considenbic publicity' be given to this material. 
The specchb ol course vary in ment greatly hut almost all of them 
lu\e something of interest in them, specially tot the Indian public. 
Lansbury’s is teibinly worth reproducing; PoUill’s also is good; and the 
olhen from Soulli Aftia and America and otliet countries represent 
viewpoints which ate sure to Intntst Indians and give them a wider 
oullooh. Perhaps it might be desirable lo send copies of this material 
to the principal nwapapere in Indb. Tlus will inrolvt some work foe 
your oEce hut it would be voitliwline. Bat ptobahly this may not 
be necessary' as I now Hod, on referring to the letter from Berltn, Out 
the material will be sent dnectly to the papers in India. Anyway I 
hope you will s« that it is properly utilized. 

The meeting of the Executive Coininitttc of fte Logue against 
Imperialism will talc place in Amsietdaia on the 27th March, I hope 
to attend it. 


Yours very sinceRty, 
Jawahatlal Nehru 

Dweing the China debate in tlie House of Commons last week &e 
full joint resolution of the British, Chinese and fndian delegates at 
Brussels vi-as read out, including the names of the signatones. Evident- 
ly some of the Conservative members nac eaceedingly annoyed. 

Please note that my address in future will be Cju Thos. Cook k Son, 
Geneva. 


33. To Syed Mahmud' 


Montana 

223.1927 

My dear htahmud. 

The last maQ brought your "private" letter, 1 appreciate it and thank 
you for it But of course you know that your advicu W me is not 

t. Sytd Maiwioi Papvss, 
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exactly no; el in any sense. Ot^naf)' common sense leaches it, not 
b mention an elcmentan' Inowlcdge of psjxhology, 

1 did not know that \on were conBiniing your communion with Uic 
spirit N;orid. I am sorry that you arc wasting yon: time in this n.ay. 
The older I giw the mote I feel that there is so much to be leamt 
and studied and so little time to do it in. Most of m after a sw 
perfunctory education imagine that liavc learnt as much as is neces- 
sary and do not c«n attempt to inacasc our knorrlcdgc. This is sad, 
for progress can 0 r\ly come with knowledge and the few years that we 
spend at school and college lach tts prerious little. 

I base been much surprised to read a sentence in jour letter, about 
a friend helping and protecting another even though the latter may mb- 
bcharc terribly and turn traitor. Is this a correct conception of friend- 
ship? Friendship flourishes on common idcaU and endeavour. \MtIi- 
out llrcm there can be no true friendship. If I ever turned false to sudi 
an ideal or turned traitor I would expect my friend to shxt me and 
not b protect and help me. 

Kxnula has been keeping ntfl lately and b making good pri^ias. 
\S'c shall be here for another month wlicn we go down to Mootreux 
and then Parrs. 

Lost, 

Vouo aSy, 
jarcahatlal Nehru 


34. To Rangaswami Iyengar' 


Montana 

sySkne 

26-5-1927 

My dear Bangiswaim, 

I hast yest itcthtd ymn \rt\n e5 Vbt \Ci& Maith. 

A meetiDg of the Executht Commrttcc of the League against Iro- 
perialism is going to tse held at Amsterdam on the 29rij March and I 
propose attending. 1 had hoped fiiat perhaps before this meeting I 
wnuld recrive some instirictKms from Indu about the attitude of the 
Workbg Committee towards She League but it is evident that m)’ full 

1. A.1CC fUc m, Pot II. M27ZS, pp S23— S24. N-MALL. 
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icpoft liatl not readied jou ulien jw niotc last. I sliall therefore 
have to rely on my nalnc intelligence at Amsterdam. 

The agenda of llic EscrciiSi,c Committee meeting contains, inter alia, 
the question of gi\ing furlhct soppnt to the Chinese people in their 
straggle apinsl imperialisin, and the problems of Latin America 
(Mexico, Nicaragua etc.). Tlicre is a piqrosal, I believe, to hold a 
confcancc in Ifanbu in China bnt I liavc not got any debils of it yet. 

'nil: most important point to he discussed honever is the pcimanent 
organisation of the League. All falme «oiV necessarily dqrends on 
tins organisation and care has to be taLen tint it should not only be 
effective but teally representative and not dominated by a particular 
clique. Some members of the League ate afraid that it miglit develop 
into an organisation taking its orders (com the Communist Infematian- 
al in Moscow and arc Hicrcforc desirous of preventing this. Tlictc 
IS no objeclion to coopenting with or conferring with people who re- 
present the communist viewpoint but ttere is considerable objection 
to flic League being used merely as a toot to fntthei the objects of 
anotlier organisation. Tliis is the point of view of sevtial important 
mcfflben of the League in England. Pcfjons% I agree with ft I 
have already touclied on tliis pewt in my report to tho Working Conv 
mitice. As far as I hive able to make out tlinc is not very 
much justification for this fear, llic Executive Committee lias all in- 
terests represented and it will lx difficult to convert it into a mere 
offslioot of the Communist rntemational. (is work can only be cant- 
ed on satisfactonly on a basis of unanimity on essentials at least. The 
organisers of the League liavc bid stress on this and evidently realise 
its importance. Tlic presence of Lansboiy as chairman also indicates 
that the cooperation of the iwiKommunist elements is considaed 
cssential- 

A further important point is the manner in whidi otlier otganisations 
can be associated with the League m Hs work. They can be affiliated 
to it as more or less subordinate bodies but obviously tiiis cannot be 
done in the case of important national or bbour orgaitiubons. It has 
been suggested that some manner of sssoeiation short of formal affilia- 
tion might be devised. I tliini this suggestion ought to get over all 
difficulties So fat as flie Congress in India is concerned it could easily 
associate itself with the League uithout Aerehy in any way committing 
itsdf to aiiytlihig unknown. An assocutnn would Signify an approval 
of the objeeb of the League and a desire to cooperate with tlie I^guc 
and with other organisations having more or fess simihr objects. 

I wrote to you and also mentioned in my report that a long cable- 
gram was sent to you from Brussels embodying the joint resolution of 


315 



sTircirn mmh or Nrint? 


tJic Indjn, Oim«c and FlnlR?! drfrr-^o fo tf.e OjifTio* In > 

IfHct 1 MnJol Ibat lha eaWc hsd prololdy 
In’ tlic Indun jmCTnmtot ai no aclno^In!,*cmmt IsJ’l I’fm 
}n' me, I wii sH alont; ondcr tlie «np*aii^« {lul l!‘e caWe luJ 
icnt Ij)- llic itncbrlil o! l!x I^ajtse: tlic ircTctattcn ho-jn-tr t!ic?!:;5d 
tlut 1 liail jcnl llic (ull tRolttlioa In oMc aM m tfis} laturcd 
ifhn In’ jnidinjj a ihntl taW* |ft Stmnau I»t?5r,ir in wlikli ihcv made 
a lisitf refnaict lo ttih rtioktion, ! am vny I did an tnitnbct la 
llic f,o\-mimnit br nyii^tia; tlut ibcy liad ilnpfcil ibc fabV- 
1 an cncloiinij a iliort tqx»tt of a petim;; cn Cliina held in louden 
b)- the Indam loidcnt tlicit. U loci. p\jft bmc ap Inil p«- 
fiapi jtiu lu\e not seen the rmlnlkKrt. I nndwiund tlat thej* wtre 
cabled lo Cindldji. 

I lurt oflrt b«ji him a!a:l li)- the heading and the gcreral 
jcntrnent of Cliinne nem in Indun neaijupen. lUtjtcr'* aWei arc 
iTTvambl) partial and tmi ncutpapcrj taVe lbx> fm gnpel trtith and 
pcti gi'c llicir lieadlinn acconlit^l). llih « a pwt intidioul foTW 
of pfopapncla. New tliat the Cl«inc!c natknulnrt fa\e lahen pwjev 
sion of tioth Slanjliai and Ntnlin^ a critical tituation liai aritO) and 
Ptry effort h being made b the rnglah prr-j to n:n llien down- 
Already repoib of ’atrodlio’ ate toming in. I do hope tlut ladan 
nwapapen v.ill eaertue a mod>nim of conmonteme and not pla? inb 
the lundt of t)ie Pritufi impetulab. 1 have artanged for tome Chh 
fine rewa to be tent to them from time to time (tom the Chinese 
Information Bureau in London, Von will abo get a eopj’. 

I liope to send you a rqwt of the Amjteniam meeting nak wcel if 
1 come back in time for the mail. 

Yoon linctrtl), 
Jmhatbl Sshni 


31. Nota for tha Working CemmIHaa' 


I VTjitcd Amjtndam last week to attend a mabng of the Eismlne 
Committee of tlic League againrt Imperulum. Tlie meeting Ml hcM 
on the 29th and 50tli Maicli 1927 and was attended, amongst ethers, 
by George Laiuboty (Chainnaii), Edo Fimmcn (ViceGhainnan), 
Bridgcinan (England), Rc^ct BaHvim (U5A), Liau (Cliina) and re- 
presentatives from Gennaoy, Belgium etc. The pnndpil item on the 
agenda was tlic consideration of the foturc organisation of the Ixagoo, 

1. 4Aptai927. AJCC, KfcKB 127. Pat 11/1927 28, pp. 491-521. 
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‘Hie Brusseb Cangiea has evidently put out various gostmments 
grcflUy. We were infonned tlut the Bcitish and Ftendi gos-emmenti 
have fonrally addressed the Be^fan government on the subject and 
pressed tlicir i^ret at the latter having given facilities for the hold- 
ing of tlie Congress. This uns done privately and no reference to it 
has appared in the press. The Ftcnth government las gone furthei 
and arrested Senglior, a negro dclegite to the Congress from the 
French African colonies and a member of the Esecuti« Committee 
of tlic League. He has been arrested in Paris for high treason, objw- 
tion being taVen to the speech he dt^eied to the Congras. This 
speech was in French and I haic already sent a verbatim report of it 
to tiie A.I.C.C. OfEce. OScial acthity was also noticeable in other 
directions, Our passports were camfulK semtinised ia Amsterdam, 
presumably ia the hope that some flaw might be discovered. 

The Executive Committee scut a masage of sympathy to Senghor 
and a protest to the French Prenuer Poincare*. 

Uau, the representative of the Kuomintang, told us about the situa- 
tion In Cluna. He said tlut the joint resdlutkm of the English, Indian 
k ChmesQ delates at Brussels a^ the joint declaration of the Indian 
& Chinese delegates had been much appreciated in China and had 
Created a very good impression. He told os somediing ti the NanWng 
Inrident* but at tlie time particulars nem laching. It appeared how- 
ever that the bombardment of the town of Kanhini, with a popidahon 
ol a million, by British & American vvinbips had done a great dgl 
of damage to towm and resulted in the death of large numbers 
of the iniiabibnts. A resolution regretting the death of foreign nationals 
and strongly piotesbng against the bombardment and calling upon 
bbour and oUiet organisations to tale all necessary st^s to prevent 
hostilities developing, was passed. 

Uau also infonned ns that the Kuomintang proposed to hold a big 
conference at Hanhau in June to v»hicli they were inviting leprcsenta- 
tim {torn Indb, Indonesb and otba Eastern countries. The Chinee 
nationalists were very desirous of bavnig these representatives of Eastern 
countries at the conference, The committee welcomed the proposal 
and decided to endcavom to send a delation, leptesenting the Uagsic 
to the conference. This delepbon is to consist of four or five persons 
and among those chosen were Lan^iy and Roger Baldwin. In case 
any of those chosen cannot go othm could he appointed. 

I. Kiymond Poiocare [IS6(J-t9M): Ewidi ititesmaa; President of Fritice 
(19n-20|, Prime Minute and Foroga Vlmister. 1912 and 1922, and Prune 
Mmoter 1926-1929. 

3. In Mucli 1927 fte NstwaW anntea captured Kantirg sndeleitEd tire 
lars: scale and indisniinisaCe ateA ^ ioirip warsllipi. 
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A fcsololion was alw pissed againsl Amnlcai ajgtcssion in Nifara- 
pu and Ntwico and a jitmtmn' of Uiii was cabled to rtnident 
Coolidgc^ 

Tlie question of organisition sns futlv dtsaisscd. Ijnsbun’ pointed 
out llic sliffiniltics in tlic way of the Ixaguc in Ilngbnd. It ''■as 
l)!e, lie said, to call itpon tfic Comimmists and othen of tlic cctrcmc 
left wing to organise the sst»f: of tlic League in Lngland and to carry 
on agitation on a large scale. Ilicsc people were strong enough to 
carry on an eflwtise and sustained agitation nf this kind but if th^ 
arc the principal persons at llw laek of it. the ofUcial Labour intwc* 
m«it would not only not Irclp but would oppose them. In spite of 
this opposition Imrs'ct mucli would be done. If on llw other land 
it s'as desired to work in association with the Ijliouf Party or esen 
with the Iclt wing of the Ibrly, it would be necessary to keep the 
Coimnurisb in the background, and progias ssill be slcnv. 'Hie LnS" 
lish Labour Party is Icmfied of the Communists and as is well Inow-n 
lias formally ctpcllcd them from its ranks. Tlic right wing of the 
Labour Part) is definitely imperialistic and is hostile to the Leagne 
against Impetialistn. Ibe left wing is fasourably mclined to the League 
but it would hard!) inrite a break or much friction with the right 
wing over the question of support of tlK: League, 'rhus m order to 
get the left wing to do an)'t1ung in the matter it was neccssarj' not to 
force the pace, but to proceed gradually in England, Lansbuty « 
YiccQiairrTun of the Labour Party in Engbnd naturally spoke with 
a sense of rcsponsibilit)- and gasc expression more to the tight wing 
riew tlun the siew of the left wing. He himself is supposed to be in 
the centre although occasionally his enthusiasm carries him a httle 
further. Very probably a kfl winger would base expressed himself 
diReicntly. In fact Bridgeman, who was present at the meeting, was 
llioioaghiy dissatisfied with Lansbim'x exposition, but Bridgeman fuis 
no particubr weight in Cngluh politics. Alta some discussion the 
ccunmittre was of opimon that it was dainble not to rush matteis 
in England and as far as possible to gel the pnndpal leaders of the 
labour left wing to join the League and work for it in England. 

In considering the question of the organisation and specially the affi- 
liations of oilier associations, it was pointed out that thac may be, 
and in fact wae, national and other organisations which m^lit not agree 
with the hill programme of the League, and set might be srilling to 
cooperate with it to a broiled extent. The negioe in the U5.A., for 
instance, had a powerful organisabon which was mainly concerned willi 


•4. Prtadent cf the United Stales Enxs K2? to 1929. 
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raising llieir status and not ditectiy wiA impciUlism as such. I point 
cd out that the Indian National Congress, although opposed to un- 
pcrialisni, had not adopted the socialist viewpoint and snight not agree 
witli some of out resolutions and acthaties. It nas therefore desir- 
able that our constitution sltould allow such oiganisatians to he as- 
SDciited sMth us. "niis was agreed to and it was decided to have (i) 
affiliated organisations uhkh nooW be mote or less wholly in favour 
of die piogtaracuc or activtUes of the Le^sc and (ii) associated oip- 
nisations, which at least paitly agreed with the ptr^Tammes and acth'i- 
tfes and were prepared to cooperate to fliat citenL 

Even in the case ol affiliated organisations it docs not of coune 
follow that flicy are bound to ^tce wifli oeiy' resolution or activity 
of the League. In all intemniional organisations the only vvay to pro- 
ceed is to allow tlio utmost freedom to the affiliated bodies. ITius there 
is no vital difference hetueen the affilated body and the associated 
body. It is a question of dcjrce. and in the latter case some stress 
is laid on the fact tlist there ate or may be points of difference. 

Thus there are to be affiliated organisatii^s and associated organisa- 
tions. It was also decided to permit individuals to join the League 
directly. In any countij' or smtaWe area wliete there are several affi- 
lUted or associated organisations and individual members, a national 
sectiori might be formed to cooiduiatc the activities of tlie various con- 
stituent bodies. 

Hie rates of subscription of the constituent bodies were Kxed as 
follows 1- 


AffiUated Orgimsationi: 
If their membership is 
or Wider 


For every subsequent 
or under 

Half these rates would apply to organis^ems in colonial countries. 


1000 


£2 

1000 

to 5000 

£ 3 

5000 

to lOOOO 

£ 4 

10000 


£1 


Ajjociiled Organisations; 

A minimum annual subscrqition of £ 3 


Individual members; 

An annual subscription— not fired 
for the present; left to the member. 


It will be noticed that the rate are on the whole moderate. It is 
possible that the Minere' Federation of Great Bnlain might decide 
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Other larguage for which special pyment is made b>' the people 
concerned. . 

Tlie next meeting of the Executive Committee was provisionally fisw 
for the tint week of August. 

1 have already in my previous tcpoil discussed the advisability of the 
Indian Congress assocating itself with live League against Imperialis®* 
I did not tlicn, nor do I propose doing now, give all the pros and cons, 
but I submitted to the A.I.CC. and the ^^'oIk^^g Committee that on 
the whole it seemed to me liiglily desirable that tlicrc should be some 
association and that the Congress should contribute something to the 
funds of the League, hfost of the arguments for and against such 
association will no doubt be before the members of the Working Com- 
mittee. The League is a new organisation and it has all manner ct 
elements in IL It is not possible to say now liow it wall develop or 
whetlier it will develop at all. The Osngress can hardly cxcrose any 
control over its policy or its funds from such a distance. For the time 
being I happen to be here and an act as a kind of connecting Imk 
but even this link will not be there aflCT a few monlJis. These arc some 
of the obvious drawbacks. Konelhclcss I am clearly of opinion that 
the Congress should take any risk, if risk there is, and associate itself 
with the League. Tliis opinion has been further strengthened by 
newly framed rule that even such organisations as do not agree nith 
all the programme and activities of the League can become associate 
bodies. 1 pressed for this rule chiefly in the interesb of the Indian 
Congress and I feel that the Congress an tale advantage of it with- 
out in any way committing itself to anything it does not approve of. 

An assodated organisation has to pay a minimum subscription 
annuaSy of $ 3. This small sum was fiirf at this more or less nominal 
figure for an organisation to make it asy for some v-eiy small associa- 
tions in Europe and elscwlierc to join. If the Congress decides to as- 
sociate ibelf a fairly substantial sum will be expect^ from it. I sug- 
gested previously that $100 might be sent for the present, and later 
if developments warrant a fnrther sum might be sent There is of 
course the possibfljty that the money we send may be wasted or not 
profitably spent from our point of view. But that risk has to be taken 
and on the whole the sum is not great 

I have mentioned above the proposal of the Chinese nationalists to 
hold a conference in Hankau some time in June. I believe they call 
it the Parr-Pacific Conference. They are intensely denrons of having 
some leading representatives of the Indian Congress at this conference. 
Indeed if it suited the Indian laders tbev- could change the date of 
the conference. It is probable tiiat our repiesCTitafavCs may not be per- 
mitted to go to China by the government That is a matter over which 
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\\c haic little control but It tvonld ccrtamly ap{)ear desirable for ibe 
Congress to endcarour to send some repteseatatives to the Hanbu 
Conterenw. The good effect of sodb a meeting would be ve7 great 
and all parties concerned will profit IL 
^\'ar bchveen England and Chita appears to be nearer now than 
eser, Tlie NanViag incident has ghen the Tory diehards a strong 
card and thej' probably imagine that they can rouse up their people 
for waiUc action, ^\^lelhcr diey can do so or not reraaias to be 
seen but meanwhile fresh troops are going to Shanghai. By no con- 
ceh-able stretch of imagination can large armies be required just to 
defend tire International Settkment at Shanghai. They can only be 
rtguired for offensh-e action agunst the nationalists. It is quite clear 
now and is admitted that no inletnal power or inihtaiy governor in 
China can withsbnd the nationalisb. The road to Pching is open for 
them and ivithin a short time they ought to be in possesion of the 
whole of China proper, unless of course eritrnal complications arise. 
This is not at all agreeable to England and hence ail preparations 
for war. The Nanking incident is wrdoubtpdly eva^etated greatly by 
the British government & press. It is quite possible that exdted soli- 
dierj’ full of hatred apinst the English might have misbehaved but 
it is not easy to belies-e that at^ leponsible t^ioese lader wanted this 
to liappcn. Noe is it possible to believe that the bomlsrdment of a 
ot3’ of a million inhabitants did not result in a very large number of 
casualties and great damages. It is interesting to read the continental 
press on these happenings. The Frendi government and press are try- 
ing their best to inlnimuc the impotbnee of tiic Nanbng & Shanghai 
events. They are evidently not keen on being do^ into a w-ariite 
adventure. The Japanese, in spite of the feet that they were one of 
the principal sufferers at Nanking, arc also sitting ou the fence. Only 
the Americans appear to have |oined hands vvith the British. Meau- 
while the attitude of the Chinese is by no means subdued and they 
do not seem to be fnghtened by the threats and ultimatums being issu- 
ed to them. 

I shall take the liberty cd tciniiiding Ae Worlong Committee of what 
I wTolc in my previous report ahoot the fei-reathing consequences to 
India.' 'y my war, and of how we cannot, vriAout peril to ourselves, 
pentf ‘ *3 to match to their tn^ Condusion without trying our 
them to the adiwiilage of India, These events will not 
v' ^ • 'l remain in a state of suspended aniruationi in 

. ' < settle Our differences and create an "abnos- 

r>heie ' . 

Jawahathl Nehra 
523 
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American coimtriB in diatje of a man knowing Spanish and able to 
Veep in touch with llw press and wganisations of South America; 
another dealing with the toh countries in West Asia and north Africa, 
the jnsn in cha^c to Vnoiv Anlnc, a diird for fndia and Eastern coun- 
tries, the man in charge to know Cngluh of course but also Hindustani 
Tiie interests of China arc sufiiaently lorded after by many Chinese 
in touch witit the Lngue. These depailments are to be created as 
soon as financial artangeirrents base Ira put on a sound footing. 

I has'c aircadj* stated in a prexious report (hat it was proposed to 
have the hcadqiwrters of the l..eague irr Paris. But mving to the arrest 
of Scnghof and the attitude of the French gostmraent this may not 
be possible, For the present the office will remain in Berlin but if 
possible it is proposed to haw it m London or altemalixely in Brussels 
Tlic only fow possible places appear to be London, 
i^msterdim i Bnlitr and the committee apprwed of them 
?cf given. Tlic committee honerer could not fiirally deci'dr 
\ at this stage. A sulKommittce of Lansbuty, Fimmen and 
A tlicicfotc formed to decide tliis question as well as the 
K Iritsg to the Scaebibt, ofTtce staS etc. 
y t^cided to issue a full tepott of the Brussels Crwigiess in 
^ / iTnan k Eitglish & I think in Spanish also. A brief report 

ibe issued as soon as possible. This is going b be sent 
ng letter and the ptorisioiial 'conslitutirm to all orgauisab'ons 
,jtiie League. 

^^il Council of the League had delegated the power of 
Ay beaters to i1>e Exeeulirc Commlltee but at the same time 
undcTstandrog tiiat certain penons should be chosen, 
“{Iwlapinoitr. These persons wot (otmiUy elected by the 
one csccpKon. 
j as follows T 


! 


'tman 

Phairrrran 


\ 


George Lansbury, MP. 
lido Fimmen, Secretary of the 
Intemational Transport Workers 
Federation, Amsterdam 
fl. Liau 
L Oibarti 


H had also been suggested by the General Council in- 
’"■! Scctetarxsbip— that of Senghor. But as Senghor is 
mnee, he was left out 

■ Ito issue a fortni^tly buOehn of nm from the office 
*1 English, French & Geniian and in Spanish or any 
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American connhies in Aai^c o! a man Imwing Spanish and aUe lo 
keep in touch with the press and oiganisaticms of South America; 
another dealing with the Arab conntries in "West Asia and north Africa, 
the man in tharge to Inow Arabic; a tiiitd for India and Eastern coun- 
tries, the man in charge to tnosT English <rf course but also fJindiBtani 
Tlie interests of China are sufficiently looVed after by many Chinese 
in touch with the League. These departments are to be aeated as 
Soon as financial artangcmenls ha\e put on a sound footmg. 

1 have already stated in a pmious report that it was proposed to 
hast the headquarters of the League in I^ris. But owing to fte anest 
of Senghor and the attitude of the French government flris may not 
be possible. For the present Ac office will remaits in Berlin but if 
possible it is proposed to have it in London or altcruaSvely m Bnissels 
or r\insteidam. The only foot possible places appear to be London, 
Bnissels, Amsterdam & DcrlJn and Ae cemmittee approved of Aem 
in the order given. The committee however could not finally decMf 
Ae matter at Ais sbge. A srjfxoiiimitlee of lansbuty, Fimmen and 
Kehni was therefore formed to decide this question as well a; Ae 
maters relating to the SecKtarial, office staff etc. 

It was decided to usue a full report of Ae Brussels Congress in 
French, German k English & I Amk in Spanish also. A brief rqjort 
was also lo be issued as soon as possiMe. This « going to be sent 
with a covering letter and the provisional'consbtub'en to all oiganBabons 
interested m the I.eague. 

The General CouncB of Ae League had delegated the power of 
Aoosing office bearers to Ae EtecoUve Comcniltet but at Ae same time 
Acre was an understanding that certain penons should be chosen, 
subject to developments. These persons were formally elected by Ae 
committee wiA one exception. 

Thw were as follows ; 

Chairman George Lansbuiy, MP. 

Vice-Cbainiun Edo Fimincn, Seaetary of Ae 

Intenaational Transport Woihere 

Federation, Amsterdam 

Secretaries H. fim 

L. Gibaiti 

A third name had also been si^ested by Ae General Council in- 
formaify for llic S«reta«}ihip— Aak qf Senghor. But as Senghor is 
under anest in France, he was left out 

It was decided to issue a fortnightly buHetiu of news from Ae office 
of llie League in English, French & German and h Spanish or any 
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tountiicj for affilbtKl organisations were fijcd 
"ytfj fer 5j it fdt tlial Labour and other organfaa- 
the strong or «11 financed. 

. , th?r' " f i /or Msoctated oiganisafions is of couisc a inininium. 
*^e jhat w practice the principal organisations will 
It otherwise it would be difncult to carry on the work 

^ of indisidual menibcn has not been filed. No 

the^^ atP be made in most countries to enrol indmdoals. 'Ibcrc 
j^reso wtieic an individual not connected with an orpnisa- 
sT< '“Sfcj to join *od willing to contribute handsomely to the 
tio" jhe Uaguc. A ease was roentiontd to us of an American 
to like to do so and might pay $ 500 to S 1,000 for the privBege. 

financial posib'on of the Lca^e at present is far from good. All 
-j funds eoherted for the Bmssels Congress bad been eshausted— 
jf,e eepen^'*^ * f^hly bvish scale. In fart a small 

I^fl h3^ f® ^ expenses of the Esecutivt Committee 

inceCiflS- Some donab'ons, to be paH witlifn two or three weeks, were 
ijnoiedately promised at the committee meeting. These were U5A 
SIOOO, Latin Amcria S500. Genoai^ $1000. There is a proposal 
^otc the Kuomintang to contribute $ 10.000 but this may take a 
|t]e tiine to decide, fhe E^-ptian icprcsmbtive has promised to by 
I send £500. I was asked if the Indian Congress would contribute 
hytloDg substantial but obviously I could not give a definite answer. 

DC approdmatc budget estiimte of the League office is as follows: 
Monthly office mpensH $ 1000 

I^wrl of Brussels Congress (Printing etc.) $ 500 
Sending of 5 delegates to the Kankau Conference S 5000 


wus decided that a full financial statetnent of the Brussels Con- 
shatdd be issued as soon as possible and that every three months 
report be sent to the members of the Executive Committee. 
Secrctaiy was authorised to incut the ordinary espcaiditnie but 
■ ^ j expenditure to be meuned without the sanction either 
>• Chainnan tansbuiy or the Vicedhainnan Edo Fmunen. 
is proposed to have several departments in the office each in 
- of a Tesponsiblc offioah one department dealing wili South 
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American countries in charge oF a man Inwing Spanish and able to 
keep in loucli n-ith the press and organisations of South America; 
anotiier dealing with the Arab ctninlrics in West Asia and north Africa, 
the man in charge ta know Aral^ a third for India and Eastern coun- 
tries, the man in charge to know &glidi of course but also Hindustani 
The interests of China arc suffickntlj' looked after by many CSn’nese 
in touch with the League. These depaitmftrts are to be created as 
5cX)n as financial arrangements have bro put on a sound footir^. 

I hare already sbted in a premus report that it was proposed to 
hue the headquarters of the League in fcris. But owing to ie anest 
of Senghor and the attitude of the French government this may not 
be possible. For the present the office will remain in Berlin but if 
possible it is proposed to have ft in London or alternatively in Brussels 
or Amsterdam. The only four possible places appear to be London, 
Brussels, Amsterdam & Berlin and Urc committee approved of them 
in the order gir-cn, Tire comnuttee howcvtr could not finally deeidj 
the matter at this stage. A sub«Hnnuttce of Lansbury, Fimmen and 
Nehru was therefore formed to decide this question as well as the 
matters relatiJig to the Secretariat, office staff etc. 

It was decided to issue a {oU report of the Brussels Congress is 
French, Ccrmin i English & 1 think in Spanish also. A brief report 
was also to be issued as soon as possible. Ibis is going to be sent 
with a covering letter and the ptovtsk>na( eonstituHon to all organisations 
inteiesicd in the League. 

The General Council of the League had delegated the power of 
choosing office bearers to die Execnlhc Committee but at tlie same time 
there was an understanding that certain persons should be chosen, 
subject to developments. These pereons were formally elected by the 
committee svith one exception. 

They nne as follows: 

Cbsirman Geoige Lansbury, MP. 

Vice-Chaittntn Edo Fimmen, Secretary of the 

International Transport Workers 

Federation, Amsterdam 

Secretaries H. tiau 

I~ Gibarti 

A tliiid name had also been suggested by the General Council in- 
foimaily for the Sectetaryship-lliat of Senghot. But as Senghor is 
under arrest tn France, he was left out 

It was decided to issue a fortnight bulletin of news from the office 
of the League in English, Fterrcb & German and in Spanish or any 
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£ 8? an aswciatc ofpnisatiOT A «n pay an)ttfflg 

jjrtn fcbnal countries for affliatsd o^anisatbm wne Gxed 

jatcj to jj t},3{ jjboar and other organia- 

at hatf seldom strong ot TitJI financed. 

jjjjBj thfff f t3 for aoocuted orgroeation} is of coune a minunum. 

TT>c tint ro “otual practice the principal orpnisatjentf s'"® 
It othfni-isc it would be dffirolt to carty on the woih 

ol^ s^^ph'on of indri-tdual memheis has rot been fised. No 
• I rfori »e 11 made in most coontries to cjjwl indHidtull. There 
howe'* whac an indhidual not connected with an ergantsa* 
desires to join and is willing to eonlrjbntt haodroady to the 
of the League. A <asc was mentioned to us of an Arocriam 
like to do so and iai|ht pay $ 500 to $ JJJOO for the prinicge. 
” the finandal poririon of the League at prssmt is fat from good. AH 
jjjg funds collect for the Brussels Congrtss had be® esliaasted — 
ccpcndittjfc there had been on a fairly bsnsh scale. Is fact a simH 
Joan l«d to be raised for flic eipenses of the Eietnbs'e Comoittw 
o^ering. Same donations, to be paid sothb It\-o or flute vrtda, were 
jroincdiately promised at the cominittee meeting. These n<rc U.SA. 
51000, Latin America S930, Gcimaay SlOOO. There is a proposal 
ij^re the Kuomintang to ctrabibute S 10,000 but this may bke a 
Me time to deeids. The E^ptisn leprescntati^c has proniised to try 
lend £ 500. 1 was asked if the Indian Congress wonid contribotc 
, _ substantial but obviously I could not gjs'e a definite answer, 

approximate budget esflmale of the League oEce is as foUosra: 
Monthly oSec expenses S 1®® 

Report of Bnissds Confess fPiintrog etc.) 5 500 
Sending of 5 delates to the Hsnkau Confereaw $ 5^00 


• decided that a fall financial jtatemcDl t>f the Bnissds Con* 
should be faoed as sooa as possible and that o-cty flires months 
' report be scat to the members of the Eaecubs'C Committee. 
; HUS autboiised lo meui the otdmaiy cipenditore but 
^ j espenditnie to be incurted wilhcrut the sanction eth« 

. Chairnao Laasbuiy or die Vice-<3iaiiinan Edo Fiminen. 

1 'IS proposed to fsare sescid departments in the office tach hr 
of a responsible official, one department dealing with South 



American countries in cliargc o( a man ImOT-ing Spanish and atle to 
leep in touch with the press and organisations oE South America; 
another dealing with the Arab countries in West Asia and north Africa, 
tlic man in d)a^c to know Aiabk; a Uiiid for India and Eastern coun- 
tries, tlie man in charge to know I^Ihb of course but also Hindustani 
The interests of China are suIEcicntlj' looked after by many Chinese 
in touch with the League. These dcpaihncuts are to he created as 
soon as financial amngcmcnls hast put on a sound footing. 

I hare already stated in a previous report that it was proposed to 
hast the headquarters of the I^gue in Paris. But owing to fte arrest 
of Senghor and the attitude of the Ficnch gosemment ftis may not 
he possible. Tor the picscnl the office will icmairi in Berlin hut if 
possible it is proposed to have it u> London or altemabhely in Brussels 
or Amsterdam. Tlie only four possible places appear to be London, 
Brussels, Amsterdam & Berlin and the comsnittee approved of them 
in the order given. The committee however could not fitully decide 
the matter at this stage. A sobcoromiltec of Lansbuty, Fitmnen and 
Nehru war tliercfote formed to deride this question as well as the 
nutters relating to the Secretariat, office stafi elc. 

It was decided to issue a full report of the Brussels Congress in 
French, Cerman & English & I think in Spanish also. A brief report 
was also to be issued as soon 3$ possible. This « going to be sent 
With a cosering tetter and the provisionarconstitulion to all organisations 
interesied in the [Aiguc. 

The General Council of the League hsd delsgated the power of 
choosing office bearers to the Eneculive Committee hut at the same time 
there svas an understanding that certain persons should be chosen, 
subject to destlopments. These persons were formally elated by the 
committee with one eseepliwi. 

Thg- were as follows ; 

Chairman George Lansbury, Ml*. 

Vice-Chairman Edo Fmunen, Secretary of the 

Internationa] Transport Workers 

Federation, Amsterdam 

Secretaries fl. fin 

L. Cibaiti 

A tirird name had also been suggested by the General Council in- 
fairaaHy for the SecTeta:)-sbipwlhat of Senghor. But as Senghot is 
under arrest in France, he was left out 

It was decided to issue a fortmghlly bnlktin of neu-s from the office 
of the League in English. French & German and in Spanish or any 
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to , c ibc FfdmtioB Wng wuch more adunced or «- 

,vlio1« ^ ^membership o* iSXOfiOQ. It would then haw to pay 
ttr svhich is s*®* * ^ organisation. 

£ gj aitntuJ^ become an associate organisation it can pay anydiing 

jf it chose 

{tom colonial countries for affiliated organisations were fixed 

ptjjet rates as it was /dt that Labour and other organisa- 
t ♦dWom shone or acD financett. 


at 

dons 


there nwo ^ 

fee ol associated organisations is of coune a tninimnin. 

' ^crtiecled that in actual practice the principal o^nisations noil 
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othcrv.'isc it would be difficult to any on the woil: 

individual incmbeR has not been fixed. No 
efiort mil be made in most countries to enrol indiw'dualj. TTierc 
^ cases howcier where ari indis^ual not connected with an oiganisa- 
^ desires to join and is willing to conhibute handsomely to the 
{utids ol 1^* League. A case was mentioned to us of an American 
tt-ould liVe to do so and might pay S 500 to $ 1.000 tor the privilegR 
11,6 financul ponhon of the league at present is far from good. All 
, 1,6 funds collected for the Brussels Congress had been oiausted- 
the e^diture there had been on a faiily lavish sale. In fact a small 
loan had to be raised for the expenses of the Executivt Committee 
flwrtng Same dMafaons. to be paid within two or three wtcb, were 
committee meering. These were U5A. 
Slow, Utin Amcnca $ JW. Gcimany $1000. There is a pu:p«al 
contribute S JO, 000 hot this may bVe a 
r ciw representative bas promised to try 

t • if the Indian Congress would contribute 

' “ "wfential but obviously I could not give a definite answn. 

approamatc budget estimate of the League office is as tollows: 

Monthly office opcnscs $ JDOO 

R^rt of Btwsscfa Congress (Printing eta) 5 500 

sending of 5 delegates to the HanVanConfOTDce 5 5000 

!»!! ^ ^ financial statement of the Brusals Con- 

^ 0 be is^ as soon as possible and that every three months 

' ^ ^e memben of the EsecDbve Committee. 

i«iefary was authorised to incur the ordinary expenditure bat 
_ y expenditure to be inermed without the sanction either 
chairm^ Lansluty oi the ViceChainnan Edo Fimmen. 

“ P'^ed to hare several d^itmenb in the office each in 
,0a responsible official, one d^rtmrnt dealing with South 
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American countries in cltaijc of a man Inowing Spanish and able to 
keep in touch with the press and o^jmisatiems of South America; 
anotlier tlcaling with the Anb ronntries in West Asia and north Africa, 
the min in charge to know Awhiq a Ihiid for India and Eastern coun- 
tries, Hic man in cha^e to know En^sh of course but also Hindustani 
Tlie interests of China ate suHiciciilly looked atta by many Chinese 
in touch with the League. Tliese ^patbnents arc to be created as 
soon as financial amangements have put on a sound footing. 

1 hue already stated in a presions report that it was proposed to 
base the headquarters of the League in Paris. But osmg to the arrest 
of Senghor and the altitude of the French gostmmenl this may rot 
be possible. For the present the office will remain in Berlin but if 
possible it is proposed to base it in London or alternatively in Brussels 
or Amsterdam. The only four possible jdaecs appear to be London, 
Brussels, Amsterdam i Berlin and the committee approved of them 
in the order given, The committee however could not finally decide 
the matter at this stage. A sulKommiltec of Lansbury, Rmmen and 
Nehni was Uicrefote formed to decide this question as well as the 
mallcn relating to the Secretariat, ofliee staff etc. 

It was decided to issue a full report of the Brussels Cotigies In 
French, Getrean 4 Engiisli 4 f think in Spanish also. A brief tqrort 
was also to be issued as soon as posMblc. This is going to be sent 
wrilh a covering letter and the provkional constitution to all organisations 
Interested in the League. 

The General Council of the League had delegated the power of 
choosing office beaten to tlie Executive Committee but at the same time 
there was an under$tandm| that certain persons should be chosen, 
subject to developments. These persons were fonnally elated by tiic 
committee with one escEpUon. 

They were as follows : 

Chairman Ceoige Lansbury, MP. 

Chairman Edo Flmmen, Secietaiy of the 

International Transport Workers 
Federation, Amstadam 
Secretaries H. Uau 

L. Gibarti 

A third rKine had also been suited by the General Council in- 
foimaily lor the 5ecrcUiyship-lbal of Sei^hor. But as Senghor is 
under arrest in France, he was left ont 

It was decided to issue a fortnighlly bulletin of news from the office 
of the league in English, French 4 German and in Spanish or any 

V J2I 
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A resolution was also passed apinst Amaican aggression in Nicara- 
gua and Mexico and a sommai}' of this was cabled to President 
Coolidge^ 

The question of organisation was fully discussed. Lansbu:)’ pointed 
out the difficulties in the way of the League in England. It was possi- 
ble, he said, to rail upon the Communists and others of tlic extreme 
left wing to organise the work of the League in England and to carry 
on agitation on a large scale. Tliese people were strong enough to 
carry on an effective and sustained agitotion of this Lind but if they 
are Ore principal persons at the back of it, the official Labour move- 
ment would not only not help but would oppose them. In spite of 
this opposition however much would be done. If on the other hand 
it was desired to work in association witl» the Labour Fart)' or even 
witli the left wing of the Paily, it would be necessary to keep the 
Communists in the background, and prt^ress will be slow. The Eng- 
bsh Labour Patty is terrified of the Commnnbts and as is well known 
'lias formally expelled tlrem from its lanks, Tire right wing of the 
labour Pat^ is definitely impemlislic and is hostile to the League 
against Imperialism, The left wing b favourably inclined to the League 
but it would hardly invite a break or mudr friction with the right 
wing over the question of support of the League, 'fhus in order to 
get the left wing to do anjihhig in tlie matter it was neccssacj’ not to 
force the pace, but to prooced gradually in England. Lansbuiy as 
Vice Chairman of the Labour Party in England naturally spoke with 
a sense of responsibiht)’ and gave expression more to the sight wing 
view than the view of the left wing. He himself is supposed to be in 
the centre although ocastonally hb enthusiasm carries him a little 
further. Veiy probably n left winger would have cipiesscd himself 
differently. In fact Bridgman, vtho was present at the meeting, was 
thoroughly dbsatisfied with Lansbuiy's exposition, but Bridgeman has 
no particular wei^it in English pohtics. After some discussion the 
committee was of opinion that it wa.s desirable not to rush matters 
in England and as far as possible to get the principal leaders of the 
Labour left wing to join the league and work for it in England. 

In considering the question of the oi^nisation and specially the affi- 
liations of oth« associations, it was pointed out that there may be, 
and in fact were, national and other organisations which might not agree 
with the full programme of the League, and vet might be willing to 
cooperate with rt to a limited extent The negroes in the U.SA., for 
instance, had a powerful otgairisabon which was mainly concerned with 
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laisinj tlicir status and not directly VsiUi iropciialism as such. I point- 
ed out that the Indian National Congress, although opposed to im- 
pCTialisni, had rot adopted tlie socialist vieii-point and might not agtee 
witli some ol oui rcsoluhons and acthitics. It was thaeforc desir- 
able that our constitution sIiouM allow siieli organisations to be as- 
sociated with us. Iliis w-as agreed to and it was decided to liave (i) 
afEliated organisations which would be mote or less vsholly in fasour 
of the programme or actintics of tlic League and (ii) associated orga- 
nisations, which at least partly agreed with the programmes and activi- 
ties and were prepared to cooperate to that extent 

Ls'cn in the case of aSduted organisations it docs not of course 
foitow* that tiicy arc bound lo agree with csciy rcsolub’on or achnfy 
of tlic League. In all intctnaliunal organisations the only way to pro- 
ceed is to allow the utmost {lecdom lo the afEliated bodies. Thus there 
is no vital didcrencc between the alldtatcd body and the associated 
IkkIv. It h a question of degree, and in li« latter ease some stress 
is laid on the fact that there arc or may be poinb of difference, 

Tlius there arc to lie affiliated organisations and associated organisa- 
tions. It was also decided to permit mdiviJuals to join the League 
directly. In any country or suitable area where there are several affi- 
liated or associated organbations and individual members, a national 
section might be fonned to cooidinjic the activities of the variotts con- 
stituent bodies. 

Tlic rates of subscription of the constituent bodies were fixed as 
follows 

A^ilioted Oigiinisetions: 


If their membenhip is 
or under 

lOCO 

E 2 

>* ” 

lOOO lo 5000 

£ 3 

r> t. 

5000 to 10000 

£ 4 

For every subsequent 

10000 

E 1 


or under 

Half tlicse ntes would apply to or^rasations in colonial countries. 
Aisociatnf Orgonisotiow: 

A minimuin annual subsaiption of £ 3 

IndiWdual memberr: 

An annual subjcripbon— not fired 
for the present; left to the inembci. 

It will be noticed that the rales are on the whole moderate. It is 
possible Uiat the Miners' Federation of Great Britain might decide 
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to affiliate itself with the Lcagoe, even though the Lahour Patty as a 
whole keeps aloof, the Fcderatioii being much mote aduticed or cr- 
treme. It has a membeiship of 8,000,000. It would then have to pay 
£ 83 annually, which is not a laigp sum for such a great organisation. 
If it chose to become an associate o^anisation it can pay anything 
from £3 upwards. 

The rates for coloiual countries for affiliated organisations were fixed 
at half the other rates as it wai felt that Labour and other organisa- 
tions there were seldom strong or wdl finanod. 

The fee of £ 3 for associate organisatioivs is of course a minimum. 
It is expected that in actual practice the principal organisations will 
give large sums, otherwise it would be difficult to cany on the work 
of the League. 

The subscription of indKidual merobers has not been fixed. No 
special eSort will be made in most countries to enrol mdividuals. There 
are cases however where an individual not connected with an organisa- 
tion desires to join and is wiUing to contribute handsomely to the 
funds of the League. A case was mentioned to w of an American 
who would like to do so and might pay $ 300 to S 1,000 for the privil^e, 

The financial position of the League at present is far from good. AH 
the fat;ds collected for the Brussels Congress had been exhausted — 
the expenditure there had been on a fair^ lavish scale. In feci a smaB 
loan had to be raised for the expenses of the Executive CommittK 
meeting. Some donations, to be paid within two or three weeks, were 
immediately promised at the committee meeting. These were U5A. 

S 1000, Latin Ameria $ 500, Germany 5 1000. There is a proposal 
before tiic Kuomintang to contribute S 10,000 but this may talm * 
little time to decide. The Egyptian tepiescnlative has promised to try 
to send £500. I was asked if the Indbn Congress would contribute 
anything substantial but obviously I couW not give a definite answer. 

The approximate budget estunate of the League office is as follows: 

Monthly office ex pense s $ 1000 

Report of Brussels Congress [Printing etc.) S 500 
Sending of 5 dde^tes to the Hankau Conference 5 5000 

It was decided that a full financial statement of the Brussels Con- 
gress should be issued as soon as possible and Uiat m-ery three months 
a financial report be sent to the members of the Execuhve Committee. 
The Secretary was authorised to incur the ordinary o^erditure but 
no extraordinary expenditure to be meurted wifliout the sanction either 
of the Chairman lansbury or the Vice Chaiiman Edo Fimmen. 

It is proposed to have several departments in the office each in 
charge of a responsible official, one d^rtment dealing with South 
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American countries in charge of a man knowing Spanish and ahle to 
keep in touch with the press and o^nisah’ons of Soutli America; 
another dealing with the Arab countries m West Asia and north Africa, 
the man in elurge to know Arabic; a third for India and Eastern coun- 
tries, the man in charge to know Englisb of course hut also Hindustani 
Hie interests of China ate snfGcientij' looked after hy many Chinese 
in touch with the Lague TIrese departments arc to be created as 
soon as financial artangements hav« put on a sound footing. 

I hate already stated in a prciiotis report that it was proposed to 
liavc Hie headquarters of the League in Farit But owing (o ^e anest 
of Senghof and the attitude of the French gossmment tiiis may not 
be possible. For the present the ofiiee will remain in Berlin but if 
possible it is proposed to have it in Lmdon or alternatively in Brussels 
or Amsterdam. Tlic only four possible places appear to he London, 
Brussels, Amsterdam i Berlin and the committee approved of them 
in the order giv’cn. Tlie committee howcv’cr could not finally decide 
the mallet at this stage. A sulKomroittec of lamburj-, Fimmen and 
N'shnj was tlictcfare fonned to decide tins question as well as the 
matters rclab'ng to the Sccretatiat, office staS etc. 

It was decided to issue a full report of the Brussels Congress in 
French, Geiman i English & I think in Spanish also. A brief report 
was also to be issued as soon as possible. This is going to be sent 
with a coveting letter and the provisionaVconststution to all organisations 
interested in the League. 

The General Council of the League had delegated the power of 
choosing office bearers to the Cwcutivc Committee but at the same time 
there was an understanding that certain persons should he chosen, 
subject to developments, Tltesc persons were foimally elected by the 
committee with one exception- 

Tliev' vvne as follows : 

Chairman Geoq^e Unsbury, M.P. 

Vice-Chairman Edo Firomen, Seoetary of the 

Iivtemalional Transport Workers 

Fedcrab'oii, Amsterdam 

Secretaries H. liu 

L. Gibarti 

A third name had afso been suggested &y the General Council m- 
foinially for the Secretar)-sh^p-that of Seaghor, But as Senghor is 
under arrest in France, he was left out. 

It was decided to issue 3 fortn^litljr bulletin of news from the office 
of the League in English, French & German and in Spanish or any 
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oflier language for which special payment is made by the people 
concerned. 

The next meeting of the Executive Committee was provisionally fixed 
for the first week of August. 

I have already in my previous report discussed the advisability of the 
Indian Congress associating itself with the League against Imperialism. 
I did not tlien, nor do I propose doing row, give all the pros and cons, 
but I submitted to the A.I.C.C. and the Working Committee that on 
the whole it seemed to me h^hly desirable that there should be some 
association and that the Congress should contribute something to the 
funds of the League. Most of the arguments for and against such 
association svill no doubt be brfore the members of the Working Com- 
mittee. The League is a new organisation and it has all manner of 
elements in it It is not possible to say now how it will develop or 
whether it will develop at all. The Congress can hardly exercise any 
control over its policy’ or its funds from such a distance. For the time 
being t happen to be here and can act as a kind of connecting link 
but even this link will not be there after a few months. These are some 
of the obvious drawbacks. N'onettveless I am clearly of opinion that 
the Congress should take any risk, If risk there is, and associate itself 
with the League. This opinion has been further strengthened by the 
ne^vly framed rule that even such organisations as do not agree with 
all tlie programme and activities of the League can become associate 
bodies, I pressed for this rule chiefly in the inteiesb of the Indian 
Congress and 1 feel that the Congress can lake advantage of it with- 
out in any way committing itself to any-thing it does not approve of. 

An associate or^nisation has to pay a minimum subscription 
annually of $ 3. Thfa small sum was at this more or less nominal 
figure for an organisation to make it easy for some very small associa- 
tions in Europe and elsewhere to join. If the Congress decides to as- 
sociate itself a fairly substantial sum will be expected from it I sug- 
gested previously that 5 100 might be sent for the present, and later 
if developmerte wanant a further sura might be sent. There is of 
course the possibility that the money wc send may be wasted or rot 
profitably spent from our point of view. But that risk has to be token 
and on the whole tlie sum is not ^eat. 

I have mentioned above tlic proposal of the Chinese nationalists to 
hold a conference in Hankau some time in June. I believe they call 
it tlic Pan-PaeiEic Conference. They ate intensely desirous of having 
some leading representatives of the Indian Congress at this conference. 
Indeed if it suited the Indian leaden Ihev could change the date of 
the conference. It is probable that our zqircsentotivts may not be per- 
mitted to go to China by the ^-ermnent That is a matter over which 
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wc liart little control but it 1^-ovld certainly appear desirable for the 
Congress to endcarour to send some representatives to the Hanlau 
Conference. Tlie good effect of sneb a meelit^ would be very great 
and all parlies concerned trill profit by it 
War bctvran England and (3iina aj^ts to be ncaro now than 
a-er. The N^anting fntidenl has given the Tory diehirds a strong 
ard and they probably imagine that tbey can rouse up liieir people 
for suililc action, WTiclhcr they can do so or not remains to be 
seen but meanwhile frcsli troops ate 6®WS Shangliai. By no con- 
ceivable stretch of imagination can large armies be rerjuirrf just to 
dciend the International Settlement at Sliangbai. Tliey can only be 
required for offensive action a^inst the nationaltsts. It is quite clear 
now and is admitted that no internal ponrr or military governor in 
China can withstand the nationalists, lie road to Tcbing is open for 
thnn and within a sliort time lliey ougbl to be In possession of the 
whole of China proper, unless of course external complications atue. 
Ibis is not at all agreeable to Cngbnd and hence all the ptepantions 
for war. llie NanVmg incident « undoubtedly cnggmled greatly by 
the Brftisli government & press. It is quite possible that excited soli* 
diety full of hatred against the English ml^t have misbehaved but 
it is not easy to believe that any responsible Qinese leader wanted this 
to happen. Nor is it po»iUc to bclicv« that the bombardment of a 
city of a million inhabitants did not result in a very large number of 
casualties and great damages. It is interestini to read the continental 
press an these happenings. The French government and press are tty. 
ing their best to minimise the importance of the Nanldng & Shanghai 
events, Tlic)' arc evidently not teen on bring dragged into a warlike 
adveninre. "nic Japanese, in j^tc of the fwl that they ww one of 
tliC prinripal suffwco at Nanlin^ ate also silting on the fence. Only 
the Americans appear to have joined hands witii the British. Mean- 
vvliilc the attitude of tire Oiincse » by no means Subdued and they 
do not seem to be frightened by the thrcab and ultimatums being issu- 
ed to them. 

I shall take the liberty of lemin^g llw Working Committee of what 
I wrote in my ptoious rqwt about the faircaching consequences to 
India of any war, aisd of how we cannot, without peril to ourselves, 
petrait events to march to their tragic conclusion without trying our 
bet to shape tlicm to the advanb^ rf India. These events will not 
wai^ nor will the world remain in a state of suspended animation, in 
order to give us time to settle our differences and create an "atmos- 
phere” for action. 

Montana, Switicrland Jawahatlal Nehru 
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38. To RangaswamI Iyengar' 


Montana 

5.4.1927 

My dear Rangaswami, 

Tlianlcs for your letter of the 17th Maidi. 

I returned from Amsterdam day before yesterday and I am sending 
you with this letter a report for the Working Committee on the Amster- 
dam meeting. I am also enclosing an account of erpenditure incurred 
to date. You will notice that I have now a balance of £7-7-9 left with 
me. In the last account I sent you I stated that I had lost one of tire 
cable receipts. I have now found it and am enclosing it. The tele- 
graphic office here did not give me any receipts for the cables and tele- 
grams I sent from Montana. 

We hope to leave hfotrtana soon. I hope you will remember that my 
address in future swII be c/o Thomas Cook & Son, GenesB. 

Yours sincerely, 
Jawaharlal Nehru 

1. MC,C. me No. 12T, PaiHI, 1927— 2«. p. 491. NMM.L 


37. To Raja Rau' 


Montana, s/Sierre, 
Switzerland 
18 April 1927 

My dear Raja Rau, 

I hs\c reedved ymtr letter No. 0-29/450 of the list March. I have rot 
met M. Roger Licsens of Lic^ nor do I know anything about him. I 
had a Icller from liim when I was in Brussels. In my reply I gaw him 
one or two addresses including the address of the A I C.C. office. I do 
trot think much need be expected of him. You can send him some 
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I fanc>' that )ou have got a -wrong impression about my idea of the 
utility of the League against IniperialiaTi. I do not expect much from 
it and indeed 1 am quite sure flat none of the members of the soolled 
imperialbt or oppressing nations ufll help us in the least whenever their 
interests confiict with outs. I have no illusions about their altruism. 
But 1 welcome all legitimate methods of getting into touch with other 
countries and peoples so that we may be able to understand their viesv- 
point and world polifles generally. I do not thinh it is desirable nor 
indeed is it possible for India to plou^ a lonely furrow now or in the 
future. It is solely with a view to sclf-edncation and self-improvement 
that I desire external contacts. I am afraid wc arc terribly nanow in 
our outloot and the sooner we get rid of this narrowness the better. Our 
sah-ation can of course come only from the internal strength that wc 
may evolve but one of tlie method of evolving such strength should be 
study of other people and their ideas. 

1 have so much that I wish to write. 1 have refrained from doing so 
in the past as 1 did not nant to add to your work But perhaps if you 
will permit me I shall write more fully a little later, 

We are leaving Londou and England after about 3 wteb’ slay today 
for Bel^um. Kamala has been tolerably well in spite of the fatigue ctf 
living in a great city. But she is tired out 1 hope she will be fresher 
after a few days on the Continent We are all tired of staying in foreign 
parts and want to go back home. It was my intention to return in 
September but now father b coming here in August and wc can hardly 
go immediately after his arrival. 

Vouis affly., 
Jawahatlal 


39. The Situation In China and India’s Duly' 


I have read with pleasure the snggestion made by Dr. Hatdikat fliat the 
Hindustani Seva Dal should try to render some active help to our Chinese 
comrades, who are today so courageously and successfully carrying on 
their struggle for freedom not onty against reactionary and predatory 
militarists at home but against the 31<oncealed mtcrfeicnce and parti 
sanship of imperialist powas. If India wne free today, it would have 

1. TA< Wimlffr, Apiil 1927, pp 8S— 86, 
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been !icr piiM'Icgc and duly to rendci c^cry assistance to Cliini. Dot 
unbippily s\c ate boiulsmcn in oot own Iwuschold, not strong enough 
ntn fo liclp Duisclscs, and far from helping Qiina, wc hasC to witness 
with sliamc and humflialion that out resources and nunposret arc being 
utilised by out impetialiil mastets to coerce China and brnkli the good 
name of India and male ficr Italetl all who strisc for ftecdom. It is 
well for us to realise the consequences sihieh aulomatially follow from 
the use of Indian troops in Qiina. These ate not tncicly the coercion 
of Clima and, may be, the postponement foe a while of her ultimate 
cnancipation, but Itic inoiat eolation of India and the cication of HI- 
will and hatred against her in a gtat part of the world, India is not 
lo\ed todaj in Cgjpt, in Mcsopotaina, in Oinu, in Pcisu and the Per- 
sian Gulf, in parts of Africa etc, for fncmorics of mercenary Indian 
boops, nsctl for the benefit of Iltilidi imperialism, linger. Slis’cs our- 
sches, it lias been our degrading function to help in the ensbvement of 
olherr for the benefit of a third pai^'. 

We are weal today and the use that Indian troops ate being put to, 
is the masiwc of our utter helplessness. It is right tlttt we should point 
out out wuVness and dissocutc ouiscUcs from the action that Govern- 
ment has lalcn. But is even our helplessness a sufficient acusc for not 
doing out utmost to prevent the Cosemmeni from crploidng ns in tills 
shimclul way? We shall not csc^ from disaster by pleading out 
vveahness. And thoi^h India may W weal, she is not so vveah as not 
to be able to do something eOcetivc. 

Tlie Gvinese Itev-dulion is not an event of local interest and impor- 
bncc. It is a world phcnorocnon rtf the grcolcst liistuie importance. 
On the issue in China depends the future of Europe and Asia, and the 
country wliich will be most jfIccleJ by the issue will be India. For us 
it is a raatter of pious Iiopc and empty sj-mpathy. 

I hope tint the Hindustani Seva Dal will do ah in its power to con- 
vert this vague s)tnpathy and goodwill for Gilna which every Indian 
feels, into something more effective and helpful. It should be the busi- 
ness of every member of the Dal to help actively in the oeation of a 
strong and intelligent public opinion on lids question so that even the 
Government of India, filled with ^sdain for us and proud of its strength, 
may realise that its policy leads to dan^ in India. Above all I hope 
that it vvill be possible for the Dal to send to China an ambulance corps 
of trained volunteers carryii^ die message of goodwill to our Chinese 
comrades and rcoderini: such help as tti^ an for the relief of pain and 
suffering. China is holding out licr hand of comradeship to India. 

It is for us to grasp it and to renew our ancient and hanourable associa- 
tion and thereby ensure the freedom and progiess of both tliese great 
countries, which have so rmich in common. 
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TTie invitation uhich was extended to the Kuo Min Tang Party in 
China by the Indian National Congress has been eagerly accepted by 
them and among the representatives th^ have nominated to visit India 
is Madam Sun Yat Sen, the revered ladv, widow of the great and far- 
seeing leader of the Chinese Revolution. India will be honoured by 
her visit and it is up to India to show effativeiy that she stands shoulder 
to shoulder with China in her present travail. 

I should like to add a warning. The news that India receives about 
the Chinese struggle comes almost entirely from prejudiced sources and 
every eBort is made by sfcilfid propaganda to run down the national 
movement th«e. We should be on our guard against this and not be 
misled by the exaggerated and misleading reports. 


40. To Syed Mahmud' 


Montreux 

147.27 

My dear Mahmud, 

I have not written to vou for many weris. Indeed 1 have written to few 
friends in India during the last three months. We have been trave- 
ling about and I find some difficulty in vritting letters unless I have 
leisure and am in the mood for it. You have often asked me to write 
every week but I am afraid you have not appiecbted the psychology of 
letter writing. A letter which must be written by a certain time and 
repeated at regular intervals ceases to give pleasure. Only business com- 
munications can be dealt with in this mannei and where business is 
concerned I am punctual enough. You suggest that at least a postard 
might be sent every week. But that is a habit 1 have not developed 
and my postcards are usually reserved for children. I neither likt re- 
ceiving cards nor do I fancy sending flicm except for special reasons. 
Wc arc none of us ill in bed nccessibling frequent bullehns. Fortunate- 
ly we have been keeping tolerably well. A letter can only be justified 
when it contains some ideas or impressi«»s worth writing about and when 
I feci I cannot have this justification I am disinclined to urite. But 
this is only a dissertation wWcJj mcam bttlc! As a matter of fact 
Kamala Ivas been writing to you or to your wife so frequently that I 
felt I could postpone my reply'. And this feeling is a dangerous one for 
it results in continual postponcmenb. 

1. S)ed Mihmud Tipcn, NM.&hL, 
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In Due of )our Iciten jou aiV me «hy Hindus and Moliatnadans can- 
tiol: Ine peacefully tn India wficn flic followers of wrious icl^ions in 
other countries ate friciidh enough to cacii other. Surely the anssver 
is simple enough. Tire Christians and Muslims and Buddhists of otlicr 
countries hue laijcly shed thrir icligion nliilst the Hindus and Muslims 
in Indd arc stcqWd in supentilion and religion. Here in Europe and 
etsewiicrc lev persons, neepting some Roman Catholics, by much 
stress on itligion with Ihc mull lhal Ihcir conEicls are not rc%ious 
hut economic. Only the Roman Citholics because they are $b11 ostr- 
religious arouse icligicms antipatl^ to »mc eitcnt. As soon as we shed 
our iti^ion we shall also beliavc better. Europe lias got rid of religion 
by mass education srhith folknsed tndmbialism. Religion cannot stand 
the let of largc^le education. This process is bound to !« repeated 
in Indb. I am eons-inced that llie tel^ion of our masses is slin deep. 
MTiat is distressing is (lie bcltasaoru of oar prominent politicians. 

^^'c arc going from here to Annecy and from tlierc to Paris uheie I 
lave to consult some doctors. AftmuKis we shall return to SwitMt- 
land. 

Lost, 

VoDTs aSy, 
Jawaharlil 


41. ToRsng&swamllyongu' 


Montana, s/Siene, 
September 7, 1927 


My dear Rangaswami, 

I snole to you a hurried letter from Cbnd bst week which I hope you 
hast leccisrf. 

Tlic Cologne meeting of the Etecuthc Committee of tlie League 
against Imperialism was chiefly occupied with rjuestiow of internal or- 
ganisation. The ofEcc of the League has been deEnitcly established in 
Paris hut a subsidbiy office will continue in Berlin. Lansbury who was 
our chairman, has resigned. Tlic nason he ga\e for this step was over- 
mark. Ilie teal reason appears to be tiic hostflily of the JcaJeis of ihs 

1. A-ICC. Fils No. 127, Part H, 1927-28, p 445—1^7. 
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Latfour Party in England to Uie League. A great deal of pressure ""as 
brought to bear on Lambuiy and lie snecumbed. He is one of the pros- 
pecti\e candidates for the chainnaiiship of the Labour Party and con- 
sequently wants to be on good terms with ever}* wing of it liad 
another instance of the hostile attitude of English Labour leaders of the 
right wing. John Scun* agreed to be tiie treasurer of the British sec- 
tion of tlie L^gue but a few days htci he had to withdraw because his 
friends of the labour Party dis3|^roved of the League. This disapproval 
is of course confined to the r^l wing. The Independent Labour Party 
and the left uing approi'C of the League and are fully prepared to co- 
operate with it. 

W'e elected Fenner Brock-way in place of Lansbury as our chairman. 
Brockway, who was present, was perfectly agreeable but as secretary of 
the Independent Labour Party he wnnled to consult his committee be- 
fore giving his final answer. In alt probability his committee svill agree 
and he will be our chairman. In any event he will continue as a mem- 
ber of our Executive Committee. 

Tliere was another vacancy in our committee caused by the continued 
illness of Senghor, our negro member. Ibis was £lled by the dccrior 
of Madame Duchene, a French lady, weH-known and much respected. 
She is intimately connected with die 'VPbmen’s League for Peace and 
Freedom. 

It was decided to hold a meeting of the Genera! Council of the League, 
consbting of nearly 100 members, in the middle of November In Paris. 

We also considered a proposal by some Indonesian organisations to 
send cut a cemmission of enquiry to Java to investigate into the condi- 
tions tlicrc and specially into the shootings* and the intensive repression 
of the Dutch government. Thu proposal was made some time ago and 
v\c bad been told that the costs of the enquiry commission would be 
latgely paid by the Indonesian wganisations. Since then the Dutch gov- 
ernment has declared some of these oi^nisab'ons illegal and it is diffi- 
cult for them to provide tire necessary funds. Jf the commission goes 
the money for it must largely Come from us. But we have little monej- 
and so it appears unlikely that we slaO be able to send the commission. 
Wc have decided however to try to nuc a special fund for the purpose 
and if v\c raise enough money to send oar representative. TIjcsc repre- 
sentatives have also been chosen. One of than is a Dutchman who was 
fonncxly a governor of Java or some other island ther^ the iwond » 

2. Join Scuff (1S76-19J21; L»bc« MP, 

X Brtwfcn 1911 and 1927 llw »eie mao movtinwts of protest spinst the 
iniUjftcw perpetTjfed hy tht colratihsts »d tite hffifi mrtWi of etphiti 
ticn pnrtiscd by itie Dulcli Cmanmeitt 
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Matdy Janes*, 3 Labour (minctf) M P. in England; a prominent Fiench- 
man and a German. IE tbe commioion goes it will spend about three 
months in Indonesia. It is proposed tliat on its way back it might 
spend some time in India to inxest^te bbour conditions, specially in 
the uiining aieas. 

Fenner Brodns'ay, as J knt almad/ written to you, intends going to 
India early in December. He will attend the Congress officially as the 
fraternal delegate oi llie lodcpendent Lnbour Party and of the League 
against ImperiaEsm. I take it that principal object will be to dis- 
cuss witli Indian leaders the IX.P. dealt bill which he has already circulat- 
ed. I svish OUT leaders had enough vision and strengtli of mind to im- 
press Upon him that nothing short of complete iodep^dence will satisfy 
them. IE they could only do so tlicy could perhaps get the I.L.P. to 
support tliat demand fully. But whether the I.L,F. does it or not the real 
thing is to press for ind^rendence and nothing less. But there is little 
hope for it, specially after Ansan's amazing slatcment*. Any way I hope 
pn nil] said a welcMning letter to Fomer Brockway. He U one of the 
very few men in the Labour movement in England who can take a broad 
view of India and not be too much obsessed by imperulist conceptions. 
H« address is; ILJ. office 14 Great Ceoige Street Westminslr, 
Inndon, S.W. 1. 

SaVlatvala, altliough not a member of our committee, was present by 
iovitaBofl at Cologne. He ^Ice of his impressions of the position in 

Jadi3. 

I am sending you under separate cmet a copy of the repoit of the 
Bniiseb Congress. This is in Ccnnaii and 1 am afraid will riot be of 
mudr use to you. But you cm add it to the A.IC.C. library. The 
English and the French editions of this report will be out shortly and I 
hope to send than to you. 

1 enclose an account of c^endiWre mcunwl. Tim, togethci xrlth the 
ttsQ previous accounts 1 have sent you, exhausts the amornit — £50 — 
which 50U sent. There is a small balance £2-12-3 due to me but you 
need not trouble to send it nnlss you expect me to do anything else on 
bdialf of the Congiss which might invohe additional expenditure. 

In One of your letters you mentioned to me that the A.I.C.C. 01 the 
Working Committee had agreed to the proposal I had made about our 
contributing something to tlic funds of flie League against Irapeiulem. 

f Thooiat IiMc Mardr Jnon, Uxw Mootw ol Pailiaoioit hem Wal«, 

1922 31- 

5. On 17 August 3927 Dr Ansan issued a stateaent that in \ie» of the failure 
of the ’noncoopEiation snoeincsl the Oaugiea: should eoaperale ivith otbrr 
panes la tie counah and lie nuiistire^ and not hsifate, if necenaij', eivn 
to abandon its basic pnnciplR, SKh as the Kcanng of Ihudiitr. 
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Tlie proposal I had inade ^^as that %e should make a first contribution 
of £100 and await dcN'cloptnents. I concluded from jour letter that 
tills sum of £ 100 had been sanctioied and «as being sent and I inform- 
ed the Beilin oiEce accordingly. But as no contribution has so far come 
I am inclined to think Hiat I msunderstood jou. Kindly let me know 
definitely what has been decided. If any money has to be sent to the 
League you had better send it to me and I shall fotvsard it on. 

Father is clue to arriv’c in Venice on the 15th and we are all looking 
forward greatly to meeting him. I am going on to Venice in a few days. 

Yours very sincerely, 
Jawaharlal Nehru 


42. Evolution of British Policy In India' 


When did British rule start in India? It b difficult to fisc a date. The 
development of Brilbh authority has been so gradual— hardly notice- 
able at the initial stages — that it took more than a hundred years to 
spread ovet the whole of India and Bunna. However, it is generally 
admitted that British role in India dales back to the battle of Plasscy won 
in 1757 — mote by intrigues and evtortion than by arms. Therefore, 
170 jeats ago Britain became the power dominating India. This long 
period witnessed several changes and several shifts of policy. I propose 
to present here the broad outlines of British policy in India and to des- 
cribe the essential features of its development and modifications, neglect- 
ing tlie many minor factors— though important — and their effects on 
Indian hie. This will perhaps help us in forming a better general idea 
of the economic and politial forces which have contributed to the India 
of today. An appraisal of these forces can prepare us for a special study 
of any particular aqiect of the Indian problem and its relations wifli the 
entire background. In a certain measure, tiiis can also help us in predict- 
ing die future. 

First of all, 1 would like to remove faun your mind some wrong notions 
generally associated with the Indiaii problem. India’s well-wishers, as 

1. Papa read by [iwabarUt at ^ Snniiier School of the lutanabonal League 
of Women for Peace and Liberty, lidd at Qand, Switi«bnd, Stplembet 1927. 
Tianslakd from the Fieacb text publdied in Europe, 1923. 
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tttll u those lioilHe to hw, often ma^'ne that our counhy is radically 
different from the rest of the norW; tliat East and West arc separated 
lilK hvo opposite pola "and neset «ill meet”; that llie Eas^ and parH- 
cubrly Indu, is religious, sphitual, metaphysical, philosophical and in 
general, outside this ntitid; that consequently, the East is passh’C and 
peace-lmnng s»lieTE3s the West is \tty much of this wrld; irreligious, 
actise, scicnliBc, practical, invenlhe and fighting. The Ir^cnd goes that 
wxslem Iqpons used to sne^ over lilc thunder and tliat the East svould 
bend before the itarm and smV hstl in deep thought. The legend is 
perhaps altracti\-e, and a supetfidal study of recent events in the East 
and \\'cst maVes it appear someuhat tree. Unfortunately history does 
not confirm this. For thousands of years. Asia uas the aggressor. Quite 
often it vv^s Europe which had to bend before the Asian legions passing 
liVc a storm, and it is only during the last few generations that the roles 
JavT been ic\cncd. Eien miTd aruf peace fovr'ng fndia, which in the 
past produced so many great lliinlcn and philosophers, gave birth also 
to men of action and rcmsrtablc ^bters. Tlicre n-as no basic difference 
between the peoples of tlw East and the W'est 
Climate and piiysical cnviionment arc certain!)' powerful factors in the 
development of a people. Tradition « even more pouetful and the 
Eastern countries had to folkw ancient customs and tndtlions. The 
ann’ent cliaractcr of their old civilization makes them, (o a certain catent, 
static and little inclined to rapid diange unless lliey ate really forced by 
circumstances. Tliese factors and many others have no doubt influenced 
Eastern eountrics and hast gi'cn them certain special charaetcrisScs 
whicli differentiate them from one another as vvoll as from Wetem 
counfricj, But fimdamentafly there was no basic difference between 
the East and the West before the advent of the machine age. The West 
got rapidly industrialized. Ko such thlr^ happened in tlie East. The 
vices and virtues of induslrKlisatioii developed fast in the West, whereas 
the East preserved most of the vices and, very few virtues of the previous 
age. The impact of the industrial West on the East was not advan- 
tageous to the latter. It desbOvTd the economic life of the pre-indus- 
trial age and replaced it by noliung better. Its vices grew worse while 
its virtues decreased. Hence the present sodrty in tire East is ndllier 
completely industrial nor pceindustrial, but it possesses most of the 
defects of both these states. 

The ral difference Hiat we obsene today between tlie East and the 
modem West \va.v tlicrcfore I'ntiodiieed bj* the indostrial age. The vir- 
tues of the West arc the virtues of industrialisation: science, organiation, 
cooperation, activit)^ and the stwalled virtues and vices of the East are 
those which, in a large measure, could be found in the West before the 
machine age. 
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India, like China, lias, in the past, made ib special and valuable con- 
tribution to thought and cmlizalion. But considering the chanptig 
facets of the Indian problem, it is aB the moie desirable that we get 
rid of all our preconceived ideas of a mysterious, unchangeable East so 
very different flora the West 


11 

It is u ell-known that the Brifoh came to India as traders. They were, 
at first, humble supplicants before the great Mughal’s throne with a 
request for permission to trade. Gradually they extended their influence 
and found a very good opportunity for doing so in the confused condi- 
tions which folloued the fall of the Muglul empire. Politically their 
power increased and the)’ made good use of it. They not only expanded 
their trade by more or less legal roclhods but also adopted a definite 
policy of cxtorlion and took anay immense wealtli from India. The 
assessment is uncatain, and it is really difficult to obtain exact figures; 
but there is no doubt that during this period of extortion, the British 
rernosed without any excuse or justification whatsoever, and without the 
least return, an enormous part of the wealth accumuJated in India. 

Tills drain on Indian wealdi had two definite resulb- First of all it 
was a big step towards the impoverishment of the country. The more 
interesting aspect was the hdp it provided for the industrialisation o! 
Britain, Britain "as starting ib industrial career. It is known that duT- 
ing the first stages of rodusfrialbation of a country', the people face 
poverty. The old economic life is upset and brge suras cf money have 
to be spent on tools and on madrincty for production and distribub'on 
wiOiout any immediate benefit. In thb period, the masses become poor; 
but some relief may be provided if enough capital comes from oubide. 
We are now witnessing the rapid indmtrializalion of Russia, a purely 
agricultural country, and tire lade of external capital — which is not easy 
to procure— wei^is heavily on the people, at least for the time being. 
Britain passed this phase lor^ ago,' but ib difficulties v^erc rclift'ed at the 
time and ib industrialkation quickened by Ure large sums of money 
forcibly removed from India. 

At Uiat time India v\ti 5 a countiy ruii in arts and crafts. It had gone 
W'eil past the stage of a purely agiimltural economy, and large urban 
production and distribution centres vv'ere fully developed and attracted 
the best artisans and woileis. The textile indosby was very highly 
developed. Collative production liad replaced individual production. 
Muishidabad and Dacca were large and nch cihes uhicb the British, at 
tliat time, compared very favourably to Bidr own of london. There 
were factories with often more than a hundred uoikeis m each. Up to 
the be^nning of the I9th century Indian cottons and silks were sold in 
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Ihc Brilisli mitVet at a price 50 lo 60% lo^'er than that ol the tahria 
made in Britain. Daca alone ei^rted muslin worth 300.000 pounds 
sterling. In fact, the first lintopem tnden were attracted to India not 
hj’ her raw tnalcriab hut by het (iimhecl products. Before lire machine 
age India was therdotc as Inghly dcwlopcd industrially and commercially 
as any other country. Ihe spinning and wearing industry war parti- 
cularly prosperous and tlicie ucic several millions of ueavcrt. Spinning 
HUS a subsidiary occupation b agtitnltiirc and tool: half the time of an 
avetags peasant and hb famdy. 

Tlie East India Company, whicli lepitsenttd the British authority, 
tools pains b destroy thee fleunishing mdustrics and eonsttt the country 
into a great consumer ol cottom made in Lancashire, It is probable 
tliat even svillioot this unjust pitssiitc the loal tncILan industries could 
not has-c withstood for a long time the compettfion by cheaper products 
made hy rrucliines. Tliia might have happened — as it did I'n several 
Other countriB— at lire sety bcjiiming of Indian indusbuliation; but 
llic fact remains that Uie policy of lire British Covemment was to maU 
Indfl a country producing only taw materials and consuming Ihc pt> 
ducb made in Britain, 'fiib policy was pnraied actively and cruelly by 
a number ot measures, llio first step was to stop lire export of tcjtiles 
manufachitcd In India by twing them heavily when they entered Eng- 
land. The production cost in India was so low that at the beginning 
even the mechanical industries ol Britain could not compete and had to 
he protected by duH« o{ SO^i and more. Naturally, British products 
exported to India obbined the greatest facdili« and wer: not fased. 
Earlia, India had trade tclations with a Urge number of countries and 
not only with Asian countries but these relations stopped gradually 
when Btitijli rule vs as csbblbbcd and ui fact it w-ar only through Britain 
that India could male conttets with the outside world. Henre the 
destruction of its trade with Britain meant lor India the end of all er- 
femal bade. 

Tlie inteinal trade, which remained quite large, was paralyzed by transit 
hx« levied under various forms whenever goods were sent from one part 
of the country lo the other. These laws were high, but the complica- 
tions and the risl^ involved were even Wgher, and few had the courage 
lo send their goods to other towns or values. 

In addition to these transit baa flic agents of the East India Coni- 
pany subjected the weavers to ah toib of vtrations and bsatiorw and 
forced tliem to work for the Company's benefit. 

Thus the internal trade of India -e^erially in tables- was also 
draboyed. Tills opened tlie Indian markeb to Lancashire. Inda theie- 
fotc helped the industrialization of Britain not only by supplying free 
capital at a time when India itsdf needed it most hut also by opening a 
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poorer. Wc also see comparalhtl}* restricted groups; tlic great bnd- 
lords, mosfl}’ dependent of tire Oritlsh, mIio proiccted iJirir spedal privv 
leges; a business commurity partiailiTly rntercsted In the exploitation 
of the country by Crilisli capital; and intellectuals wlio bad received an 
English cducab'on, ucrc closely linled (o British rule but still suffered 
from \-arious restrictions and incapacities vliich hindered their grcr-slh 
as a class. These last three classes, parttdpaling to a cabin cttcnl in 
tile exploitation of the conntr)* by tlic British, wtre not s-ery keen on 
bringing British rule to an end. 

The whole weight of cxploibtion fell on the masses whereas most of 
the profits went to the Entish people; a small part of tlicsc profits was 
Icpt back by these three classes of Indians who gradually amassed wcaltli. 
In spite of their increasing poc-erty the masses made no organised effort 
to fight and get rid of lliis sj'slem islucli enrshed them. There was only 
sullen resentment and a hopeless submission to a miserable fate. It u 
always difHcult for a dispersed peasantry' to, combine in efforts for con- 
certed action. After the failure of the great molulion of 1857 organised 
by Uie deprhed aristocracy, the first attempt against the pres-ailing state 
of affairs svas made not by the masses but by the middle ebsso w*ho 
liad reeds cd an English education. Tliis resulted in the formation of 
the Indian National Congress which was, for lorrg years, a soy moderate 
assembly agibting for ins^ifiont political and economic reforms. 

Apart from this political movement the main factors leading to ep* 
position to the Eritish. were tire mcrcasing poverty of the people and the 
large number of unemployed, not only among the peasant' and artisans 
but also among the intellectuals who lud very few opportunities for 
employment, the eagerness of the intellectuals to occupy important poss- 
tJons in tlie Govcniinent of the country and the rise of a class accumubt- 
ing wealth and wishing to invest in industrial enterprises. There were 
sharp conSicts cs'cn among them. The economic situation of the masses 
does not necessarily improve just because a few more Indians can hold 
imporbnt jobs; nor is it relieved just by an Indua capitalist taking the 
pbcc of a British capitalist to explmt the country. But the presence of 
a common enemy— the British Govemment — brought together these 
more or, less divene elements; and, at the same time, a strong nationalist 
feeling developed. In face of flic common enemy the social problems of 
the country fell into the bacl^und and it was felt that m any case 
it was better to be exploited bj* an Indian than by a foreigner. It was 
in the interest of the Indian polibcian to group Aese various elements 
in Older to present a united front to the foreign government and he did 
tills by underpbjing the social problems which separated them. It was 
also in the interest of the British Govemment to separate the masses 
^ from the rich and educated classes and thus weaken the increasing re- 



voluUonai)' ttrad, Tlie liistojy of Indu during tlic stcond liaU of the 
15th ttnlu!)’ 15 a laic of siKh attempts made on cithet side. Tlieic 
v<t% a constant effort by li»e Ilriluli to buy off the rich or intellectual 
classes b) insignificant tdorms to "befriend the modentes", to quote 
Lord Nfoilq’. Tliis somesvhat cased Uicii situation but did not leally 
bring a solution to the Indian proUem. lire British could not leally 
tackle the dial problem of Indian misay, because a comprthcnsi« solu- 
tion of tliis ptoblcrn required a complete flange of fiie wliolc system and 
tnant the end of the oploifalion of llic passes for the tencRt of 
England. Tliq therclote made laMlieartcd coiiiptomises and by offer- 
ing small packages of reforms often succeeded in detaching one class or 
Otic group from the mkiosiil movement. Tliis was no surprise because 
tlic tnmnwenl was controlled bj* the rich classes who to some Client 
bcTicfitcd from these tefonns. 

So the end of the 19th century saw a few insignificant and purely 
political tdorms: and then came rtic rctorms of Minto-Morlcy in 1909 
and tlse reforms of Montagu ClielmsforJ in 1919. In 1909 the sooBcd 
reforms, lliaitgli v«y nominal, couW win over a brge number of leaders 
of the Congrcsi but a sltoi^ minoiily icnuincd undeterred and faced 
tlic usual methods of repression. TI»c Montagu Chelmsford reforms of 
1919 lad 9 different fate because the national movement lad by then 
gradually reached tlic masses, and it «s not easy for a few leaders^ to 
compromise wtli the Cosemment, in opposition to the general faling. 
lime "reforms’' amc after the Great Wat. HcMCitr tlie resolutionar)’ 
feeling against British rate liasl increased and look the form of the noneo- 
Operation moscraent led by GandhL Tor the finl time tliis movement 
brought lliC masses Into the political arena and wris sufficiently strong 
to shale the foundations of Biitish rate. 

Ibc Government made some more conccsions in an effort to dn^ 
Uic nationalists. But India was no longer in a mood for compromises 
and was determined to get full freedom and notliing less. She refused 
balf-meisurcs. Tlic national movement did not achieve its objective 
immediately and was follovvcd by a reaction which strengtiiened the 
British hold ever IndLi. But, all the same, the noncooperation move- 
ment did liberate and activate Ibc forces wliicb were destined to play an 
increasingly important role in Ibe futorc strogles of India. 


IV 

■Ibc political movement developed alongside^ changes in ftidan econo- 
mic conditions and was cltwely conn«led witii them. In the 
half of the 19th centu^ licaiy indastiy developed slowly in spite of al 
the obsbclcs placed by the Govennnent. Tlie wealth collated by the 
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wst and exclusive maiVct to British products. Since then Indb has 
remained the main client of lancasUre. 

From the Indian point of view, a more important effect of the des- 
truction of lire main local indmtrics was the npidly dneloping problem 
of unemployment. From atr induslrial country India bramc almost 
purely an agricultural one, and millions of crafbmcn uho had been 
deprived of dxdt \obs \<mA tiie ewtrivatoss ^ho Vicre already excessive 
in number. Tliey could not become coltivators bcausc there was no 
more land to be distributed. They could only join the unstable rank 
of agricultural woihers. Tire cultivators who used to add to tlieir income 
the benefits derived from spinning acthities had to forego this additional 
income. The average income of the cultivator decreased and the pro- 
blem of unemployment, or scmiunemploymcnt, became worse. The 
atremc and increasing poverty of India is very greatly due to thb un- 
fortunate situation. The first effects were fdt in the brgest cities and 
in the regions near the distribution centres, and this continued until 
recent times. Gradually even (he remote villages were pnlfed into the 
orbit of de-industrialisation and became dependent on foreign products. 
As such dependence beamc more acute, tlic wretchedness of the wott- 
ing clas raetcased and they joined the unemployed or turned to agricul- 
ture which could not proride subsistence for fliem all. 

It U intertsting to compare the fint eficcts of industrialisation in Bri- 
tain with those in India. In Bribin craftsmen and even cultivator were 
attracted towards the factories; llicre was an increase in urban popub- 
tion and the cities grew. In India, the deprived artisans found no worh 
anywhere. There were no fKtorks and so they had to return to the 
land. In India, therrforc, the change w» just the reverse and the urban 
popubtion decreased considerably. It is estimated that at the middle 
of the 18th century about 25% of the Indian population was urban, 
whereas at the 19th century only 15% lived in cities. In 1770 the 
popubtion of Dacca was about 200,000; 70 years bter it fell to 90,000. 

A little later, taxes on Indian c^tb to British and inssit taxes were 
reduced or cancelled; but they' had already crushed the Indian cottage 
industries which could not develop again in competition with the Lan- 
cashire products which were exempted from all taxes. 

So India gradually ceased to be a manufacturing country of any im- 
portance except for food prodocb and raw- materials mant for the foreign 
manufacturing industries. Most of its huge popubtion turned to agn- 
culfure in even greater proportion than in earlier dajs while, at the same 
time, areas for cultivation of food products were reduced and reserved 
for jute and indigo. Though India became more agricultural tiian ever 
before, it turned into a passive nctun of mdustrialisabon because it tad 
to depend on others for the Enidied products fiie country needed. 
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Hcticc it sufTcrcJ all tlic ilU of industrialiiatton witlicmt drawing any of 
its benefits. 

Iliis <lc\x:lopmciit continued for long )cars. Tlie only objati\-e of 
British polic)' was to maVc Indb an outlet for Dri&h mduslrie. No 
CTCnuragemait vhatsocset was p\en to tlic establishment of modem 
industn* in India. Until recently lovy bres ssere imposed on macliininy 
imported into India and the construction of a factory cost 3 to 4 times 
what it would cost in Biibai, insjHte of chap Indian labour. 

'riiis poliq’ lasted until world conditions required a change and a class 
of people who could no longer be ignored came up in India, insisting 
that mduihul entciprisa sboukl be cncoungcd. But before ctsmining 
flic phases of lliis rw deselr^mcnt we mush go hack and study tlw 
other effects of British rale. 


HI 

Soon after this Erst period of direct ciploitatkm, the British Gos'em- 
ment took steps to consolidate its position and sprwd its InQucnce. Im* 
porbrrt Gos-emment jobs were held by the Bnlish but it uus neither 
possible nor economical to bring irtto India a Urge number of English- 
men to work as clerks or subo^nalcs. Engluh education, purely of a 
lilenry nature, was first impasted with the obiecUst of Itainlng Indians 
for desk work under British ofScers. Tliis nised a class of Intelltctanls 
ssrilli modem English eduealion who filled Covemment rrEces, pailieular- 
ly in the legal and judicial fields. 

Tlic nurnber of cleika and lawyers soon exceeded nquirnnents and 
since their education did not prepare tiicm for any manual work and also 
becauw thc)' generally despised such work, Unemplci}-ment soon arose in a 
class of people hasing a sOKalled Ulctaiy batlground. Created by the 
British, tim class was no doubt linked to Ihnn in many wajs and depen- 
ded on them for thdr work; but it also had in it the germs of rerolu- 
tion. 

Tlic business community fanned a third category of people between 
tbc British manufacturer and thc Indian consumer, Jis British trade 
grew and prospered in India, a small pit of tbc profits drawn from the 
exploibtion of the country came to this community. Due to his poverty, 
the cultivator was forced to borrow frequently from businessmen and 
often had to sell them liis product even befon; the Iiarvest and at a much 
lower price, Dwsincssnvcn, tlwreioce^ cownawded great power in. the 
siflagcs and became rich at thc cost of an nverbuideticd and miserable 
peasantT)'. 

In thc last'quartcr of slw 19ll> cenhiry the great majority of the coun- 
try's population, therefore, lived oti thc land and became poorer and 
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business cominunity and a fav inteBectuaU was partly invested in land- 
ed property, but the land \sas OYCt-bnidcncd and jicldcd no appreciable 
rehiin. This capital investment was tticrcforc directed to\vards’industrial 
enterprises, patdcularly cotton milU. To stop this dcs'clopmcnt the 
Go\'ernmcnfc taxed the products of tirese mills and created a remarkable 
situation: contrary to the normal course of nxnts, the Indian Govern- 
ment protected fotcigrr goods and taxed loal products of Indian origin. 

In spite of a few depressions the slow progress of industrialisation was 
maintained. TIic large mcbhutgial work of Tata were installed on a 
wide scale without any assistance or encoutagement wliatsocvcr from the 
Government, 

Tire War brought great changes and the Government helped the 
Indian industries out of sheer necessity. Tiie Government looh parti- 
cular interest in the Tata metallurgical industries which had been neglect- 
ed so far, It also helped the cotton industry by imposing a 3J7o fax 
on imported cottons, mainly because Japan ss-as capturing a part of the 
Indian market. Capital immediately rushed towards the textile industry. 
During the W'ar and immcdlaldy afterwards, cotton and jute mills made 
enormous profits (most of the jute mills were owned by Englishmen). 
The average dividend in 1920 was from 120 to 140% and the maximum 
565% for cotton and 400% for jute. Tire Indian capitalists thus ac- 
cumulated ne\v wealth and gamed such a strong position that it was 
difScult to dislodge them. 

The War therefore brought a great charjge in the economic policy of 
England in India; and this w-as cliaracterixrf by the nomination of the 
Industrial Commission of 1916. WHh the Japanese competition and 
the increasing stiengtls of Indian capital and industry tt was no longer 
possible to maintain the old obshuctise attitude towards industrialisa- 
tion. This would have amounted to forcing the richer classes into the 
revolutionary movement which was growing stronger and, more consdous. 
The lesson of the war provides another good reason for the change in 
policy. No country can successfully fight a w’ar if it depends too much 
on other countries for its subsistance and annaments, During the Great 
War Britain escaped disaster only because she could keep control over 
ftc seas. In view of recent developments in the air force, gases and 
submarines one wonders if this success can be repeated. But even if 
Britain succeeds in protecting its trade routes, it is not very probable 
that during war time it can WH>Iy to hdia aU the requirements for activ e 
war, A future war between Britain and Russia is not improbable. It is 
in Asb and paiticnlarly on the Indian honbeis that sudi a war would 
take place. Indb, the main rtieatie of the battle, has to be capable of 
producing all the tequiiemenb of such a war fought in the name of 
British imperialism. So miltUiy stiat^' made it imperative ttiat Indb 
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lOTire sn Musliial toimlty and BiiBsh polity «,s tod to thantc 
direchon and help sudt indiutnalisaiion. 

Another factor which erphins this dcctsiw is tlie mUeiaUe condiGon 
offlrjtBh trade and industr)-. TTiis is due to sneial reasons. Britain 
liM reached a higli le\cl of industrial dnelopmcnt witliout arry sub- 
mntul inl^al scope of cxpamion, and this led to osCT-productiotL 
jne industrialisation of other countries also reduced the ntemal maftifb 
attopts to decrease salaries and incicase worVing houtj led to agitations 
attd stnlcs; finally, genera! world conditbu were unfavourable. For 
tmre piofibble Insestments British capital started looking to other places 
whae salaries were lower, working hours longer, and trade unions not 
s^Kntty dei-elopcd to crate Ironblc to the cmplojen. British capital 
Incrdocc flowed to India, Ciiina and other countries and beame the 
dominating factor of Indian induslruliution, taking to Britain a tnajor 
of tile profits, But sina it was difficult to completely ignore the 
Indian capitalist, he was treated as a "junior” associated in the ewWb- 
bon of the country, 

^ TIte British Goscrnnient was sufficiently far^sighted to sacrifice a ten* 
porary gam in order to ensure fuhste benefits and retam India ss long as 
abolahed taxes on Indian cotton in order 
W nap the Indian cotton industrio even at the expense of Ljnjdiashfre- 
imports of British textiles decreased but imports of machinery uscreased. 
At present India insists on greater protection for it: cotton industries 
hut the Government has so far refused. 


In 1922 an Excise Committee was appointed in India. It lecomraead- 
ed special protection to certain Indian industries and, whetmer possible 
without loss, it recommended an "imperial preference”. It also favoured 
me free access of foreign capital and a quick progress of industry. An 
idea of this rapid piogrea is given by the fact that in the International 
Labour Organization India is now among the first eight industrial couI^ 
tna^ of the world. In 1920 it was cstiniated that India employed 20 
million workers in her industry. 

Before the war 70% of table goods ame from Britain and 28% 
"ere made in India. After tlic war the percentage was 2J for Britain 
snd 61 for India. The same progress can be noticed in extractive 
mdostries. In 1908 the ore production was 8 million pound} sterling 
m 1920 it was 30 million. 


The industrial de\-eloptnent can be npteseirted by flie rapitals invested- 

Pifrwar nr.v capital: 12 million pounds 

In 1918-1919 183 million pounds 

In 1919-1920 100 nuUlon pounds 
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Tliese figures gise a sligKtly cxa^ratcd idea because in 1918-1920 
there was a sharp rise followed by a dcprrssion. However, these figures 
do indicate a verj’ great Induslral growth. 

To a great estent, this ertraordinary industrial dcsclopmcnt is not 
due to Indian capital. British capital is predominant — probably 90% 
of the capital of cammcrcial finns operating in India is British; and 
the same is also true for tiic big sbarctudden. Tlrcrefore tlic protection 
of Indian industries as recommended and partly executed bj) the Excise 
Commission in fact amounts to the protection of British shares and 
British capital in India. 

Recently the British Gostmmcnl appointed a Commission to imtsti- 
gate the posabilities of imptosnng agiicultimsl methods in India. It is 
in the interest of the British Covemment that agriculture jiclis as 
much as possible and there is certainly a \ny wide scope for {mpromg 
the methods used m India. 

The Commission may suggest some minor fmpfoicmeats but it is 
lecogrrizcd that it will not touch on the essential point, the burning 
question oE Indian agriculture. 

The mechanization of ogricuUmc can increase production but its 
immediate effect would be to create unemployment. In any case industry 
is developing in India and new factories are coming up on all sides. 
But whatever the rale of this industrialisation it will taVe a long time 
to absorb the large number of unemployed penons end it will be in- 
capable of providing worh to those who ha\e been deprived of their 
jobs by the machines. Tlie unemployed can have a satisfactory status 
only if a new agricultural policy is established. In the meantime, it is 
known that GandH is a great champion of cottage industries and parti- 
cuktly hand-spinning. He devotes a pait of ha time, and with consider- 
able success, in reviving this old custom whweby the cultivatoB bad 
been utilising their Irisuie in ^ning, thus adding to tlieir income 
Iiom the land. Thb provides woik to Htc weavers who are still present 
in large numbers and at the same lime decreases the Indian consump- 
tion of fotrign fabrics from Lancashire. It appears strange and un- 
reasonable to attempt the revival of hand-spinning m these days of 
raachineiy. But it should be remembeted that spinning is not being 
jmatWMsgipd as &£■ msiu} iuS-Jiiw ««.p3iKvo. hiij- as s fvsifiiafdh way 
of utilising the spare time of the peasant and his family. The income 
from cultivation is so low that Uie peasant welcomes even a small addi- 
tional income, There is no difEcat^ in startii^ spuming on a large 
scale. It requites Utile or no cayrital and the necessary skill is easy to 
acquire. Wherever spinning has been oigamsed on a large scale it 
has brought definite relief to the cultnrators and to the artisans who 
were in the process of disappearing. Even if mdustnes grow very fast 
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in India it docs appar Hat for a long lime to come, tliis cotbge induj- 
trj- can play an important wit as an amiluf)' to agriculture. 


V 

'llius Bntish poljcy clanged contmnousty and adapted itJcU to nerv 
circumstances. To possess and letp Indb has hecn tlic main objectiw 
of British Qtcmal policj'; coniwl o\ct the Suez canal and Eg)pt, the 
Angfo-Japancse Alliance, hci p<A'c) in China and in Persia are ontv 
a few oamplcs. V'iltiout India Hit British limptre falls to the second 
rani and in fact ceases to he an empire. It is tlicrcfore essential for 
Bribin to Veep India at any «al, even, if n«d be, by sharing part of 
liCT possCT and profits with tertain classes in India, it is belies'^ that 
a concession made in good tioic can asoid disaster. 

'I'odav Biitch poliq' appears to he based on the assumption tliat a 
future war is incsibhle in the Cast — probably against Russia and 
perhaps against Japan and Cliina. Tire great dj\i 1 base of Sinppote 
wliicli is bang buiit is only a military base against Chins and Japan. 
Teat el Russia and opposition to ha ate traditional in Qribln and today 
the consbnt troubles bchveen llicsc two powers are due less to com- 
munism than to this old pohticil tisalry. Communism plaj’s its role 
to the estent tliat it attach impetblism and spreads ideas undermining 
the so-callod moral fourrdati'ons of Drilidi nife in India. 

Tlierc aie many other signs indicatii^ tliat much thought is being 
gis’cn to this war. It is now proposed to kcqi a brge contingent ol 
the Dfilisli army in India. It is felt that flic old cspeditioiiary force 
which 'ws sent to Belgium at the tx^iraung of the Gnat W'at ol 1914 
is no longer required in Europe and should be sblioned in India where 
there is peatet need for it. rrequent references s'ero made to troop 
mos-ernenh in Burma towards the Chinese fioritist. 

If a uui brtaVs out in the East, India must necessarily play a dedsise 
role in it. A country rising apinst British rule and trying to get rid 
of it will not only hampci such a war but will obstruct all British plans. 

A mIsGcd or partly atisfied India could be of great help to Biifaio, 
The problem for Britain fa Ihereloic to maintain its hold on India and 
at the same time induce her to h^ m the uar. 

Dunng the last eight yean there has been continuous conflict in India 
betueen the nalionaUsts and the Gorenunait. Tlic nationalists failed 
and the Government appears to be more stable than eitr. Honever, 
in Spite of their wcalniss, the nalnnalt^ have not made many wn- 
cessions to tlie Gosemment, iheugji seme individuals or groups may be 
sady to do 50 . It is In the interest of the Bntish Govmm^ to buy 
peace at any cost, before iho sihiaBon fa put to the lest by flie course 
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oE e\-ents. If the GD\crnment is pressed it will giant almost anjihing. 
But before that it mil try, as in the past, all possible means of re- 
pression and div-ision of the nationalists. It will also trj' all means of 
weakening and depressing them to such an extent as to make them agree 
to a compromise settiement. In Bie near future the Gos’emment will 
play the role that it has already placed; it will try repression to crush 
the extremists and new reforms to aj^se tlie moderates. The econo- 
mic policy is meant to win over flic rich classes. Princes and proprie- 
tors are bound to England bj' the heavy chains of penonal interest. 
It is rumoured that new proposals are being made more or less to 
separate the Princes from the rest of India and phee them under the 
direct control of the Biitisii Cahinet, thus aeating in India an isolated 
block, which will be of great danger to flic future unit)' of the country. 

VI 

It is diBcult to predict whether the Government will succeed in 
winning over a large part of the rich and intellectual classes. In As 
best of conditions its success will probably be v«)’ limited. But even 
if it succeeded in wincing over tlie majority of these rich classes, it 
should be remembered that they form only a very small percentage of 
the population — 2 to 3% — and many of them are not prepared for 
any petty compromise. The teal test will be the attitude of the masses. 
Even if a small part becomes active — in fart their agitation is quite 
obvious today - their weight will be felt During the 170 jeais of 
British rule the exploited class and the real victims were the masses 
and the fact that a few mote Indians occupy lilgli positions in the 
Government or a few more capitalists receive greater dividends makes 
little diHeroicc to them. From time to tine we hear oE famines in India 
but we do not realbe that a state of famine is continuous in certain 
regions. This U referred to as “scarat)^’ and called famine only if mil- 
lions of people die within a short time. It should also be remembered 
that in earlier times, fairdnes were caused by shortage of food products 
in the aBected re^on and the bek of toramucications to bring food 
from elsewhere; this difficulty does not exbt nowadays. There is food 
in the country and there are raBwajs and other means of transport 
Food products are avaibble but fliey cannot be bought and it b very 
true t^t during a famine penod, grain was bemg exported to other 
countries. The present famiDC b a faiiune of money and not of food; 
a terrible poverty that India must envbage and endure, a poverty which 
caused flie dealli of 12 milGon people dunng the influenza epidemic 
and which lowered the average a^ of the Indian from 30 yean in 
1 682 to 22 ) ears in 1921 and labcd flic death rate durin" the same period 
from 2-1 per 100 to 31. 
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Some fgurcs and quotadons from ol^ial rqiorts auH give a beHer 
idea of tlic povertj- problem in Infia. It waj already indicated that the 
main cause of thU poverty «(.as ttic ovectvndcning of the kuds as a 
direct result of Britisli policy. In 1880, tire official Famine Cksrnmittce 
stated; 

'‘Tlie po\crt)’ of tiie Indian people and the risks to which it is ex- 
posed in the famine periods arc doe to tlic regrettable fact fliat agri- 
culture is almost tlie sola oecupolion of tiic masses”. 

In 1911, the ofScbl Indian census teport stated; 

"Tlicre is no doubt that the petccnbgp of the population living on 
agriculture increases npidlj. The profits of seseral classes of artisans 
have decreased due to the growing cmnpclition by machine-made pro- 
dueb in the eountr)’ or imported Itotn oubide and consequently these 
classes tend to abandon Ihtii ttaditkmal ocenpstions in favour of agri- 
eulturc”. 

The following are authoritative figures from the latest census reports, 
sthxim ‘in the land ws \css pitmotmted Vnsn KnVei; 


Census 

Peieenbgc of population 

V«r 

living on agriculture 

1891 

617c 

1901 

66 % 

1911 

72% 

1921 

77% 

The report on 

the investigation of Dr. H. H. Mann, Director of Agri- 


culture in Bombay in 1917, on the condition of villages in the south is 
a significant document.* He foimd in the ease of a single village, that 
the average area of a property was dO acres in 1771, ITki in I 8 tS, H 
in 1821 -liiO and only 7 jsv 1915. He concludfsd that in the most favour- 
able conditions, 818^ of the lands could not feed the land-ovvnci and 
this calculation was based on the hreest posable expenditure rate ex- 
cludmg even the cost of artificial light Out of IDl famdies, he found 
only 8 in a reasonable economic condition according to this poor stan- 
dard of hving; 23 could live oji^ by vcorVn^ in a ntiibbourmS factory 
and thus ensuring an extra income and 67 iA. 65J2 could not meet 
their rquitements in spite of incotBe bom the bn^ as wdl as extra 
earnings from outside, 

2. Dr Harold Mann, pnncipsl oi ihe agricultural wDege at Poona and later 
Dttcctsi cl Agiiniltuie in llie BooJny PiesnJeoc)' 1907—1927, cOoJcMed » 
nusntin of in'-estiiatiws into agncoltinl eondihcn} m India 
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In a second \illagc svliich liad no fadoiy neatbj’, he found tliat 85% 
of fhc people could not meet thwi icquiremcnU, 

Dr. Mann also states that in the fint sillagc the interest of debt 
amounted to 250D rupees on a sum of 12000 rupees, representing the 
net ircomo from the lands. In the second village the interest vas 6700 
nipces and tlie net income MOOO. This leaves hardly any money to 
pay interest on debts unless the amount is drawti from what can be 
considered as essential expenses. These ^res relate to debts in nonral 
times. During )ears of famine or of some other calamities, debb in- 
creased in very alarming proportions. 

Dr. Mann indicates that Oic average rent paid to tlie proprietors 
represents hall of what a culthator could cam if he onmed the land. 
In tire case of Zamindaris {large ptopenies) the rent is much higher. 

He concludes his investigation with the foho’s-ing statementr “At 
present, it appears that llie condition of the Indian \nlUge is declining 
steadily”. 

Tliese figures repeal the tctiible poverty of the peasant. The condi- 
tion of the worker who is not the tand-ouncr b still worse. Agricultural 
over-population b sometimes attributed to tlie peace and prosperity 
brought by Britbh rule. In fact, India’s population is not increasing at 
anything like the rate in European countries. 

professor Btij Narain*, author of llw book entitled ?Qpila^on of 
Indie, states that during the last 30 years the culbvatcd area for food 
products has inaeased at a bwer rate than the popublion. It is certain 
tticrefote that the people were undcr-fed. The fault lies with the entire 
agriculUJtal system and unless a complete change is effected the tragic 
condition of the masses in India aimot be iinprD\ed. 


VII 

it is often argued that the backward and miserable condition of riic 
Indian masses is mainly dne to its social customs and harmful supetsti- 
tioos. It is true that the Indhn petite suffer from such customs and 
tliat they ate superstitious. But customs and supentibons can be eradi- 
cated only by educaboo and the steps taken by the Gmemment in this 
field arc such that after 170 years, hardly 10% of the populahon is literate 
whereas m Japan, for example, the percentage u 95- Expenditure on 
education in 1919-1920 amounted to U6 million pounds ie., 11 pence 
per head whereas in England h was 85 million pounds, which amounts 
to 2 pounds per head. 

S. (IBS') 19-17)! Profrasoi of EcoBOtnia at Sasalan Dliann CoDege, Lahore f« 
many ^ean Ills booh Pi^aJaboR of lni4 was published in I92!>. 
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^ ^fcdical ficiliiiB aie almost ml in cnUin legions an<3 sanitary condi- 
tions are cstmncly poor. jMabiii isnir^ant wliilc it Is generally admit- 
ted tlut it could be eiadicatcd by stn'bUe mcaiurw. It a ^uite difficult 
to figlit tlic c\i!s of a Inrmfttl tradition transmitted from ancient times, 
but energetic steps can succeed. Tie Britisli Cosemmcnl in India uas 
not saioiis about this ~ except pethsps a /cs\' ofiicas in tiieir mdisidual 
cipadt}’. Tor those Gmermnent offices xiliicli strengthened its hold 
on the ccuntn- and /jriBtatfd wploibJicw iJif Bntijl) Gc'VOTjncct 
slWicd rcmiibWc comprehension and tuilf xety efficient admiabtratise 
nucliinciy. Rut uhen it was a question of “building** the nation, the 
cncTgj- and \siit were [aeVing and the constant encuse ftis tiie lack of 
funds. Tumls were not lacVing to maintain a \cry expensive aniij’ in 
excessive size or for increasing the salanci rf government officers. 

Tlie conhet nilh the West and the tconomic iloeicpmcnt liarc pio- 
dueed nav forces in India which deeply undeimine the countr^-’s ancierif 
c^toms. This croltition u/S confifioe. Buf ic is strange that the pfi- 
tish Government in India, unconsciously pplops, pbjod tlie role of a 
ecnscTiatirt (actor in the social evolutim of Indb. Hindu society and 
Hindu law were alwaj-s gmcmed by chai^ng customs; a law ceased to 
pwai! when (t was provtd that it wns otoolete in a certain part of tl« 
countrj' M of tl« cornmum’ty and it ium replaced by nsv' cuatoms more 
m tune with our times. Tl’cicfiue Hindu society was, on (he whule, 
progressive and ccutd adapt itself to doi^'ng conditions. But it became 
somevvliat rigid to i ceibio olent became of the Mustius, and more 
so because of Ute Rntish domination. Ittc British cojjfid these cus- 
toms and flexible laws on vety consenalhc principlo. It then became 
impossible to change tliesc customs and laws except by fresh legislab'on. 
Any attempt to intsoducc svisjv kgulaticn mrt fwwM ftonv 

the (W^ersative cleoKuts tff liWu aocictj sod the Cowemroent took 
their side to innsio ii) their fa'tror. It was difficult to neale a mass 
opinion capable of influencing the Cov-emirwnt to bring about changes 
m Uie laws bcanse an illrtnate masi crushed by poverty is inert by 
nature. 

Vlfl 

V;c Im-e esamined the mam stag« of the development of British 
policys We have jcen liow Ind» was first convnttd into a ccmsumei 
country by the dtstniction of her cottage industries, and how- later British 
capital industrialised Inda for its own prafiu We have seen that as o 
tesule of this poiicy most of tbepcqjle toned to agriedfoje wbidi ton- 
sidembiy increased tiie poverty of country. The insignificant politi- 
cal reforms made fruui time to time do not touch the row of the ptoblein 
and tbemgh Uiey are profitsbie tJ a part of (he rch classes fh^ do not 

rr^.. 
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impiove the condition of Hie masses. Tire problem cannot be solved 
unless imperialist cxploitaHon is brought to an end. 

This will happen only when the masMs, who aic the people who suffer 
most, become conscious of the situation. Tlicj* appear to be near such 
an awakening. Fasant associations and industrial trade unions are gra- 
dually being formed and when they have gained some strength, they will 
to a great extent, control the political movement. At that time tlie 
mov'cmcnt will be too powerful and too wide for the British Gosem- 
ment to tty' to resist or to bteab b)- leprcssion or by the offer of some 
reforms. Faced with the dat^, the British uill offer what is known 
as Dominion Status but it is doubtful if this w Ql saris^’ tlie Indian 
people. Dominion type gosernment will not put an end to the exploita- 
tion of the masses by the British capitalists and will not bring any relief 
to them. 

’Ibere cannot be peace between India and England unless India be- 
comes completely independent 


43, A Foreign Policy for India* 


To some of us is India it may appear a foolish waste of time to indulge 
in fancies about a foreign policy for India. Our national movement is 
at an ebb and the country appears to be rwit into many factions — re- 
ligious, economic and politkal. ESoib are being made to bridge the 
gulf between the Hindu and the Muslim and to bring the various politi- 
cal groups under one banner. Liudable as these efforts are they seldom 
appear to take into consideration the fundamental causes of disunion 
or lay much stress on the nndeilyii^ principles which only can form the 
basis of effective political action. Unity is good and WTwth striving for 
with all our might, but only if it is Insed on principles which matter 
and which are believed in. A patched up unity at tiie cost of principles 
can only be followed by disruption at the moment of crisis and conse- 
quent disaster. It is bad ethics and wone policy. It is no waste of time, 
therefore, for us to consider some of these principles and the wider as- 
pects of the Indian problem. 

1, 13 Septnnb« 1927. A.1.CC FDe 8. 1927. pp. 1—27. 
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ft « not a?)' to ctifisMfT llitse ik-Mn siporh during a period of interoai 
trouble T^llen wc arc only loo ranscioM of out many wtalticsscs, and 
ouf seeming liclplcancss mala us lose hart and dutch at slrafl-s. 
Many cl ns begin to attach more imporbnee to svbat we an get im- 
mediately Ilian to vjiat w should aim at and strirt for. Strong language 
contintKS to be used but it is olien a dmk for a sinVing heart, ^\’c 
talt of ultimatums and minimnm desnands ashen probably we mean 
something str^- dificicnt. Tlic piwpccl d a satutory commission agitates 
us considerabiy and w{ discuss its ptfsonnel and how many, if any, 
Indians ate lilely lo be ors it, and in U»e same breath ut disdainfully 
sejetl Hie t^hl of the British railbment or any outside aulliority to 
delcrrainc out future. Tliese and a hundred oilier signs are tut the 
outward symptoms of the tumult that is going on in our heads and 
harts. It is nihinl tiul it is so. Moncthcicss it males it a little 
dilheuU to consider almly and Jispaasionaldy, and apart from the trou- 
bles of the monient, the fundjasentat problems tliat India his to »he. 

We suffered a setback alter the noncoopcnlion mostment and the 
tortion grows and we sink deej>a and deeper fnto llic Iroogh. let lu 
rtmetnba iiowevet that we are not the solitary sicb’ms of reaction. 
Dttc^ and America ate equally its wtlhm. Tlic war and tlic Russian 
ItPiolulion, like ilie great I'reneh Ite''o1«l>on. let loose strange fot^ and 
sdbitzed tlic elmenti of progtos thros^heut the world. Set in Ibis 
ttry process, they also wiled out all Ual was icacHonaiy, and today in 
a great put of llurope dletalors icign and men llie soolled democtatic 
countries support them and sdroirt llicm- In Europe, as in Indb dur- 
ing the floncoopention mowmenl and after, we have had the flush 
of freedom followrd by lactimi. Docs Ihk rocin tint in Europe me 
pit^rcsshc movernenb arc essentially weaka than Ihcy were before, or 
that fcwvi people support Ibon? Few wW ray ro il they haw any Inow- 
ledge of the peoples and politics pl Europe. Tliesc movernenb are nrote 
widcsprmd and stronger than they lure ever been and it is tally the 
fat oi ilieit rtrenglU that has rallied the fores of taction. If 
cuicr for fliese latter to organise lliemselva; the rusting $)stem helps 
them, gm-emmenb arc then sbundi soi^rtcrr, and their tcsourca in 
money and publicity are Ijctnendoos- So today they arc masters of tiie 
situation, but llicy know that lire potential strengtii of the olhen 8 
grata, and the fear of lliis drives them into grater cxcescs of ration, 
Europe iias the appannee of w armed amp l^y. with lire vo 
groups facing ach other. One, hi^ organised, is in an entrmcnM 
citadel fully stocked with amrowMtioii; die other disunited 8 m We 
wilderness, but potentially it is far slionga and common svmenng is 
welding it into a powwfol and stiai^l) tail group. But bcrausc e 
lallCT group il disunited and weak today it is not losing sight of ib aims 
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and ideals. It sticb to tliem with greater mtcnsily and (m-oui know- 
ing well that teal relief cannot come through any patchwork compro- 
mise. 

India today bears a stnkii^ analog to Europe. Tlic Government is 
strong and we ate weak and dfennited. And )Ct no close observer can 
say that the spread of tiie national mov'cmcnt is less today ^an it was 
even at tlic lieight of the noncooperalion movement. Extraneous causes 
may weaken us for the moment and we may waste our strength and 
energy in mutual conflict, but the solid fabric built up by the blood 
and suilering of lens of thousands remains and must endure. Let us not 
forget that our potential slrctrglb is greater than that of our opponents. 
Tire only danger we hart to face is not from our exponents but from out 
friends, who, feeling disheartened and hopeless, may barter away our 
future for a paltry compromise. It is all the more necessary therefore 
that we should clarly envisage the problems we have to solve and the 
methods of their solution. 


^Vllat are these problems? Tlicre arc rtrany but the four principal 
ones appear to be: the question of mmorities. our future economic sttu^ 
ture, our social problem, and out foreign relations. 

A consideration of the minorih'es problem will include the Hindu- 
Muslim question, the Bcahmana and the non-Brahmana, the Sikhs and 
the smaller minorities. We shah have to $» how far the existing fri^ 
tion is due to economic causes and to what extent merely to religious 
intolerance and bigotry. The Utter will involve a comparison with other 
countries and would lead us to the icgrcttable conclusion tlat our 
countrj', with its age-long reputation for religious tolerance, is today the 
worst example of intolerance and bigotry. It will be for us to consider 
wliether this narrow outlook and religiosity can be eradicated by cauhous 
compromises bchseen rival supersdtiOQS or by a frontal attack on all 
superstition and bigotry, wjjciecvcr it may be. 

Our second problem ~ the future economic structure of out country’ — 
raises the vita! issue which is convulsing Europe today. Ate we to aim 
at a continuation of the caphal^t regime in India, or some form of 
^ socialism, or something else whiidi is ddfeient from either of these? 
This will largely infiuence our constitnbon and oui methods of govern- 
ment. It will also necessitate a consideration of tlie causes of Indian 
poverty, of the terrible ovet-ptessure on land, of land tenure and land 
revenue. W'e ate apt to linage that witli the withdrawal of British 
political control the "drain” of India’s wealth will cease. We forget that 
the amount that India pays in the shape of salaries and pensions and the 
bank charges and the like u only a small pact of her tribute, and it is 
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quite conceivable that <STai sclfgoveratncnt may not stop tlie oploita- 
tion of the catmhy, unless it is folVwed by a change in our economic 
structure. 

Tlie third problem deals witb our social evils and raises vital issues 
^'hidl must ^ faced and boldly tacUed. Katherine Majo’s notorious 
f»ok, Afofher Incfid’, has broadcast the most amazing generalizations and 
calumnies about out eountiy. It would be easy enough for any one so 
minded to write a similar bod: about France or England or America, 
and by picking out the most disgusting facts from tlie records of the 
police courts and the files of Sunday journals to point to the conclusion 
that it was a Icallisome country, past all redemption, And jel eieiyonc 
knows that this weuld be a fjsc can'caiure and a calumny, and that 
France and England and America Ime a great deal that is admirable 
and noble and worth acquiring. It is difficult foe an Indian to read 
Katherine Mayo's book widiout anger and resentment. No person, In- 
dian or foieifner, who has any knowledge of India, can read the vile 
charges brought against our people as a whole, without knowing from 
his ixisonal experience tliat they ate tabe. The book i? a partfcubrlj' 
mean and disgraceful effort at prop^nda, and yet I should like as 
many Indians as possible la read it. We iBit our pUgue spots, l^t 
05 face them squarely and root them all out 

Ttie fourth and the fast problem for ur to consider is that of foreign 
pohej-. t propose only to deal with this here and not with the other 
riiree, a]thoit|h it is difficult to separate questions which arc so intimale- 
ly connected. Out forc^ Rlalions will include our relations with 
England and her empire, now called the British Commonwealth of Na- 
tions. 


Ill 

We know that India was intimately connected in pa^t ages widi the 
countries of the East and even witb some Western countries. Gradually 
these cotineetions dwindled and with ftc comaig of the British they 
almost ceased. Political reasons and flic development of the sea routes 
to Europe brought us into greater touch with England hut isolated us 
from the test ol the world. As the naflonal movement in India took 
shape our leaders attempted to canv on pn^ganda in England, ft was 
hoped thus to convince the Bntbh public ol the righteousness of our 
cause and it was expected that fair deahr^ would follow this conviction. 

2. Kaihetiiic Mno mss an Amencan aotbor ulio srv^t to show that Indo was 
socially bacl-wstd aud Itifrekne mfit ftn fteedom Ha boot wis wnCEcn »^th 
the acn\e iswiaoce of Dntish offioah in london and India 


5S1 



SrtECTtD WORSS OF JAWAHAStAl Wn&lT 


Tlic cxpalcd did not iiappcn and a fcviiljion followed. The N’agpur 
Congress in 1920 wound up the British Committee’ of Uic Congress 
and the weekly nctt-spapcr It^ta and practically declared itself against 
all propaganda in England. It was a natural and incsitahle step. We 
had grown in scU'Consciousness and tiic axiom was laid down lliat only 
hy dn-cloping internal strcngUi could we achbc out goal. During our 
intensive campaign in India w forgot England and the rest of the v otld. 
Yet the strange result was that we had far more publicity in the press 
of the world than we had cret had before and the name of Gandhi, as 
tcptcscntwg our mo^traent, bccansc almost a household word m Europe 
and Atneria. As the noncoopcralSon mostment became weaker, India 
ceased to occupy the columns of sscstem newspapers. The svisdom of 
the Nagpur Congress decision was thus amply justified and it became 
clear that the best propaganda in foreign countries was effective action 
at home. 

Many attempts have been made in tccenl years to indocc the Con- 
gress to take up foreign propaganda, and although some resolutions 
favouring it have been adr^ted, little lias been done. It has been rightly 
felt that our energy and mon^' can be belter onploycd at home. But 
the question we luse now to consider is not one of propaganda to gain 
the Sympathy of othen but one of ending the isolation in which India 
has lived for generations and of developing conbets with other parts 
of the world, \niclhcr we wish it or not India annol remain, now or 
hereafter, cut off from tl>c rest of the world. No country can do so. 
The modem world is loo closc^' knit together to permit of such isola- 
tion. The Accos raid* in Lomton b followed by a murder in Warsaw 
and many executions in Moscow, and has its m-nberatiors on the North* 
IVest Frontier of India. France, the most intensely rational of coun- 
tries, cannot have a minister who taterfetes too much \ntli the pbns of 
high finance of New York. M. Cafllaux’ falls because ^Vall Street 
does not approve of him; RL Poincare succeeds because ^ValI Street 
helps him to do so. We talk of labour and socialist internationals but 
the greatest and most powerful international organisations today are 


3. The Cemndttse vroand «p in 1911 m aewsdanw wilK the taotatioa 
by the Nagpur Congress in Doftnbw 1920 as not being rn leqihig wii lb* 
poky of noncooperation adopted by Ifae Congress 
i. In May 1927 the Brlisb police larded die office of Aico!, fee Soviet Tiadmg 
Corporation in London, and a1Uicni|ti no evidence of illegal actinlies was found. 
Uie incident caused embitlennerl and led to the tennmatioa of diplomatic 
telaUors srith the Soviet Unioii 

5. Joseph Caillaox (tS6S 19441; Piaance Minister of France, who si-as forced to 
resign tnice, in 1925 and 1926. 
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Itifw fil npitil and Pninct vihkli ranbol Hie jovtmmcnlj of Dtn so- 
dik'd dcmocntic cwintti« stid biinjationl var and pact. 'Ilie Ameii- 
nn fujtin« talc jxj\s«iion of N’icanm became Mwn. nrotlicn 
of N’tft' YmV liirt tnemej inmted tiicic. Culw k not fit for indepen- 
dmcc, tap Pioidfnt Coolid^, hut all tlic nwld Inom lliat lia tinSl- 
not it due |o the ptnenct ol laldw tthkli Amcrinn capitalists raect. 
Cliina «nnot l>e free became loo wiikIi ntiliili and Jsparicsc capibi Is 
loclcd up ibac. 

India cannot Iwp jpatt ftom thk tanjled wtb, and hn icfusing to 
blc heed of it n»:y indeed kad licf to disMtft. \t’c mmt undersand 
wotW mosTtnetili and jiolftkl and («li5on out cmts mentment accord- 
inglp. lliij cannot mean ibat ne have to luliotdmatc our intaob or 
our mcJhcxlj of nori to thenc ol any otlift county or c^nisatioa. Not 
doa it mean tlat ve should crpccl any help from outside or lUckcn 
our tflotU at home. It simph means that ut must cducata ouBch'CS 
in problems of nutld pot.ty w that we may le able to serve our country 
Mttf. It means tiiat wiicneser pmsiblc wt nuy talc part m intcnui' 
lioiul joint action when tbit k to out sdvant3;e. It mans also that wt 
should gndnally train a l«jdy ol men and women nlio can be lelied 
upon lo sent Jitdun intcrcsB abmad when the power for doing this 
comet Into our fundi. let ns lemanba that time at: many eounfrio 
and many peoples who suff« as Indu does today. 'Fliey lust to fact 
the tame problems as otin and it nnsi be to the adstnlage of both of 
us Ift Uiow more of each otisef and to coopentc where possible. Tlrere 
may not t« nuns opportunities of such eoopmtion but an obvious in- 
sbnee is an inlcmationally «sin«d boyxoll of goods. 

'lltc Congress took a step In this diitctum 1^- bVing patt oEcially in 
tlic tiniKels Congress against ftnpciijiun and a further step by becom- 
ing aHocialed with the Ixsgue againil ltnpsm.shhn. TliKe step were 
impoihint. It is dilTtcult at present to appicciitc fully tticir farieacli- 
itu; cluncttf, hnl w e nuy masinc it to some catent by the ssialh of the 
Iln’tish Coscmmenl and ilicir ptojugintHsfi against the league. 

IV 

Wlut is the position of the Indian in foreign countries today ? Apit 
from a few students and ollten, be lias goiio rather ns a coohe or as a 
ninccmr)' soldier on behalf of IjigUnd. As a coolie he » looked down 
upon w ith coiitanpl atwl as a biicling of the nploiten he is hated. In- 
dian soldiers and the police haw Iwn used by the Britisli Cosemment 
to fiutt.ei its o«n intawb in CSiina, r^spt. Ab^-ssinia, Mesopotanifa. 
the IVnian Culf, Anbia, Tibet, Syig, Afghanisbn and Burma, and 
ssliercsn they have gone they low made the name of India hated. In 
Burma one can understand the grievance of some people against tlifi'i 
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exploitation by tlic British and Indians and tltcir desire to separate from 
India. In Mesopotamb our conntqmen liold the counlrj’ for the Bri- 
tish and also join in the process of exploitation. Esen in Annam, I 
am told by friends, the Indian contmunitj' aka)S sides with the Frendi 
Gosemmerit against the Annamese and, in the elections for a deputy for 
the French Chamba, cast their \x»tcs for tlic oIHrial nominee. In Sian- 
ghai the most haled ore the Indbn police who arc made to do the dirty 
worh of their imperial masters. It is not surprising, ti^cllablc as it 
may be, that the Indbn is not loscd in fliose stiy countries which suffer 
a common fate with us and nlricli dionld be our friends and allies. It 
is for the Congress to dcsxlop these contacts and to strive unceasingly 
for the Vi-ilhdtaw-al of ah Indian amlcs and police from foreign coun- 
tries. On the occasion of tlic despatch of Indian forces to Sbangliai, the 
Viceroy declared that thej' were being sent to protect Indian intensts in 
China. We haw no intercsb llicrc or anywhere which rquirc the pro- 
tection of aimed force, and ciwi if 'tc had such intercsb it is better 
for them to suffer than to be protected at the point of the bayonet. 
Tlie only interets we wish to develop in any country arc such as ate 
acceptable to the people of that count^-. 

V 

What then should India aim at? WTiat manner of Swaraj are we 
struggling for? Some tall: of indqicndence and some of a membership 
of the British Commonwealtli of Nations, and many are prepared to 
accept the latter because it appears to be the less difficult of achievement. 
And yet this wry argument means that if a full measure of indepen- 
dence was, in thdr opinion, obtainable, they would prefer it. Indepen- 
dence, on the other hand, mav mean very little if it is of the type which 
prevails in Egypt today, witii 2 foreign army of occupation to overawe 
the National Parlbment and British cruisers to enforce the decisions of 
the British Cabinet 

India cannot strive for anytiiing less than the fullest freedom to 
develop as she will; she must control her ffnances, her military forces and 
her foreign relations. Any other ideal would be beneath her d^nity 
and not worth the sacriHces that we have made or may be called upon 
to make in the future. She may if she chooses, and I trust she will so 
choose, agree to give up a mcasnie of her freedom of action to an inter- 
national body of which she is a member for the sake of world peace 
But she can only do $0 if other nations also agree to limit their sore 
icignty in like measure. It is becoming incieasir^y clear that mtema- 
tioual peace cannot be founded if ead* nation icalouslv guards its full 
sovereignty, and the League of Nations whKh sits at Geneva is pioving 
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a ilijuul faflujc Ixcatne Btc gmcmtiioits Europe do not desire peace 
and v. ill not e\-cn agree to compulsoi]' arbitration. T!ic League b j^ecd 
llic plaxtliing of a few gnat powers tn Europe and its chief purpose a 
to protect the ciistmg tigtib of these powers. Under its s-cry constitu- 
tion it is bound to safeguard the sbtns quo, and India and other coun- 
tries in a liVe predicament, suffering from the status quo and desiring it 
changed, tan espect less Oan nothing from the League. It is an 
obstacle in their path elesaly designtU to delude them and to waylay 
them. Dnl should a teal liapie of Nations arise werhing for peace 
and taVmg the ncctsutv giurantccs for peace from its component mem- 
bets. India should gladly join and agett to all such purantees. 

VJ 

l>oes lire membenhip of the British group of nations as it is today 
ptoTrshe India the full mtasutt of ficedMn which we consider as essen- 
tial? The Drit«h Empire, except for India and ether dependencies, is 
becoming more and rnorc nelwlotis. It h held leroporatil) togt&er 
thiefiy by the sentiment ©f th tomponent members, hut signs ©I damp- 
fion art esident enough. Soaib Africa openly and continuously pulls 
in a (ontracy direction and advocates separation; Canada, and m a lesser 
degree Auslnlu, gravibte et««>nrica% and culturally townds the United 
States. It IS cerbin ilial in case of an armed conOict between Engbnd 
and the Ufiitnl Stales, Camda and ptolahly Amttalia, will cut away 
from tlic former and join the Sbirs. Such a conflict. Ibcnigh unhlely, 
is br no mans iinpouihlc u the recent failure of the naval disarmament 
conference* clearly sliovv?. But even if Eivgbnd and the United States 
should not war apinsl each olUci, only an optimist, who is blind to aff 
tliat is happening around us, an ay that aDOlhci grot war in the not 
d jbnt future is unlftely. If any such war comes the British Empire will 
hardly emerge from it as sn Empire. Po* the praenf, hooww, it hoHs 
togctlia brgely because of scnlimcnbl ties and common economic in- 
tercsb. In tiic ease of India there tan be no sentimental tic based on 
common origin and culture; irrdeod the sentiment w ill be of an opposite 
Lind. Still less is lliere anv coimnon ectmomic interest. There is fcund 
to he continuoiH friction and Indb will eitlier have to hnak through or 
be coCTccd into an nnwilling agsccwcnl with a policy against her interesb. 

6 In ten Pnhin, the UniteJ Sbfcs. |spM>- rnrce and Italy had speed on a 
rstm imonj ilinnselics of capital slaps; bat tn jttwipt in 1927 fo it * sanibr 
ritin for ollirr Opes of sliipi orfrf m U'larw rnnee and tuiy wfnsing (o 
attend ilie ccmffltnce at Cwevi jad bntam and Uie Umled Staies faHinj W 
tncli agfocmoit 
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Ib is not conceivable that India can icmam wibhin the British group ol 
nations and yet be mistress of her destiny. 

^Vhat does Oic British Commonwealth stand for today? In ib 
domestic policy sve sec colour and nrial prejudice and flio docfiinc tliat 
the while man must he supreme even in countries where he forms a 
small minority. South Africa oRen the most fLigrant example of tliis, 
hut Canada and Australia are equally strong heliesers in this doctrine. 
In Kenya and the adjacent tcnitoiics ft is now proposed to create a new 
■ federation or dominion with all the power in the hands of a fov white 
settlers, svho can do \rhat they will to the large numbers of Indians and 
the ovenvhclming Atrian popublion. Can India associate iiersclf with 
this group and be a party to colour bar legislation and the exploitation 
and humiliation of her own sons and llic nets of Africa 7 
In the domain of international politics England ocnipics a still clearer 
position. She is the bully of all Eastern nations striving to be free and 
an enemy of all progressive movemenb. In Cliina her armies and fleeb 
and aeroplanes try to hamper and breah up Uic national movement; her 
army keeps the Egyptians in their proper place and her cruisers are ever 
ready to bombard. In Europe sbe is the Iricnd of every dictator, whether 
it be in Italy or Spain or Hungary or Greece. Even in the League of 
Nations her altitude is always tlic most conservative, and only lately 
we have seen that one of her own leading delegates, Lord Robert Cecil,* 
has had to resign because he considered that his Government did not 
strive for peace, Today England h without doubt the most reactionary 
force in the world. Partly this is due to the comic open government 
which she has had the misfortune to possess for some years, but the 
chief cause is one which will endure. Sire has had too long a spell of 
Empire not to be corrupted by it and it will lake time to live this down. 

Is India to put licnelf in this group which represents reaction and 
suppression of struggling peoples and natirms? It would be an immoral 
act and a crime against tlie fieedom of all who arc oppressed- But is it 
conceivable that India can ever be an equal member of the British Com- 
mnnw'ealth? It is an old argument, bnt worth repeating, that if India 
ever became such a mcmba, she would, by virtue of her vast population 
and her tremendous latent iwouices, inevitably become the predominant 
partner in the group. The Biirisli Commonwealth would be dominated 
by India and the centre of gravity would shift from London to Delhi. 
No one can imagine that ^gfand or tire dominions will put up with 
this. They would far prefer tlut India was out of their group. It w ould 
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^ easier to deal willi her 3: an independent power ntlici tlian ss a 
boa of liicir owti ctmccni. 

It u thus dijficnlt to conceive of a free India in tlic British Common- 
wealth. It is howotr quite possililc to firinl: of her as 3 nominal mem- 
her of tliis group Viillioul an cflectiie \o>cc in important nutters of 
domestic or fotcgti polic)’, Enancialljr a thrall of London, and being 
nude to play tlic inipciblisl game at the bidding, and for the bcncGt, 
of England. 

On vital inaltcts the \siU aitvm luxe to give in, her economic interests 
will iuller, and whether she wants it or not, she will lute to pul up 
with the capitalist exploitation 0! Iter masses, llm is something scry 
far from fre^om and no dcfmitbn of Suaraf, liowcsct fcebfe it may be, 
can be made to Et in with it. Tliosc who advocate some kind of Domi- 
nion Status for India must realise its impheations. It can only mean a 
continued subjcelion for India. Ihetc arc only two altematiics for us 
and no possibility of a third — tenuining a subject country and gaining 
eompfeie independence. 

\yc thus sec that th«c is no posable jdace for onr country in Uie 
British group of nations and it 5 $ idle to blk of Intlc becoming a mem- 
^ of this group, Tlic only possible goal we can luve is one of full 
indepcndeticc. 'lliis does not mean friciion or enmity with Eugbnd. 
We aliall want pace and peaceful relations with all countries and we 
shall gbdly welcome England as a friend if slic chooses to meet us 
lalfway, in spile of her previous iword in India. Indeed friendship be- 
b'tcn England and India Is only possible afta Indu has broken the Bri- 
tish connaibn. No friendship can be based on compulsion. 


VH 

It is often stated that we annot defend oinsehes and il England left 
us to our rcsoiitc« another foreign power would inntie us and late pos- 
session of our country. And so some xwmid a^ that England should 
continue to defend hut leave us mletnal freedom. Those who contend 
thus seldom realise tlic inevitable implications and consequences of their 
aigumcnt. ^^'ilh the defence forces under foreign control and an alien 
army of occupation always present, what measure of freedom can we 
tnjoy? The ultimate authority wiB always rot witli the foteigrier and 
the nominal lihaty we mav possess will be hedged and ciroimsaibed 
and not w-Qtlh a day's purchajc. Our vny armies, controlled by foreign 
authority, will be used, as they' have been used in the past, to thwart 
and oppress us. Some of us una^e, taking lave of the teachings of 
history and common sense, tliat the Cn^Itsh will help ns to build up otrr 
defence forces. They will iirdced hdp to bi^d them but they will be 
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tools in liicir tianils, meant to ptotat tlicif iiilctnls onrs, and a 
pcrpcluil ohUclc in onr palli. Onr position indeed may become worse 
and mote pitiable Iban it is even today. 

But even if it were {wssiblc fot us to come to an attan^cinoit wilb 
P-ngland so that she might defend ns, would it not be a sbamcfnl and 
bumiliatmg position for in? With ssbat digritj or self respect can we 
asV a foicignct to protect out liononr or our interests? It is an amaz- 
ing ptoixssilion, 1x)m of fat aixl timidd) — wnttliy only of a people 
ntteily devoid of minbood and the qiu!iti« wbicls go to male a nnlion. 
If llictetsanj tnilb in it then indeed wcaic wholly unfitted for freedom. 

We liavc out Slxcn Committees* and tlic like malins feeble proposals 
wliicli might result in the contsc of gciimtsoiis in Indianising a part of the 
army, and we have the patience to dtcuss these proposals with gnvfty. 
And jet the Covcmmenl will not agree even to these. W'c seem to 
have forgotten Ibil only ten vats ago huge armies gmv up and oificers 
br fenj of ifimsaif uoro ternetJ iwtbw some montf/t in jl'noit avtj' 
countrj' of Europe, ^\'llcn the need aiosc there were no Slccn Com- 
mittees appointed to talc a leisurely view of allair! and male sugges- 
tions for the gewnations to come. If EngUnd or France liad acted 
then as the Government of India is acting now, lire war would not have 
lasted long and would have lad a veij' diSerent conclmion. India with 
her man power and tremendous resources an solve the question of 
defence within a jpt or two if her Government and people rally want 
to do so. A national Government faced with the immediate respon- 
sibility of strengthening and ptotccling the countij- will do more with- 
in twelve months than the present Govcramcnl will do within lulf a 
century. We have an cflicicnt Indbn anny today but it is ofScacd 
by the British, lliis arms an become tire nucleus of our defence 
organisation. Many of lire nou<oromissioncd oITiccn an be promot- 
ed to Commissioned nnls and steps an iinmedulcly be taken to train 
more olTiccn. During the period of transition we shall wclconic the 
aid of foreign officers as experts, English tf lltry arc prepared to serve 
US. II the English ate not so prepared, there is no lad of othos — 
French, Germans, Russians or Japanese. Indeed rn the continent of 
Europe tire Engluh oficcr has no high reputation. 

But « 2 f todsy is bcccming mate and mare — a thing 

of tanks and accopbnes and gas bomls. Tire infanttj soldier and the 
avalryman will soon be as much out of pbcc in it as the man of 


S. Tiie Skeen Commitlec «u set sp by the CovSnment of India to conikler 
IndunisatioTi of the Indian Armr Klotibt Kcbni and ]mnali were among 
its membeti. 
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armour o-illi a bnce and a lallle ttt. By llic Hme tlie present Cov- 
frnment of Indb getj to work and produces a feu’ to\ Indutj officer?, 
smattl) dressed and wtU up m all tire mks of parade, tlicy will be 
about as useful lo us as tlw ancient waniors with bows and anosss. 

Wc sbill of course do our utmost to make out defence forces effi- 
ocrit and C3|ral>[c of resisting all possible attacks. But our main 
st^gllr ssalt lie in our pcncclu! and fncodly polic) tossurds all coun- 
tries and in the spirit of o»« people. We sliall eoset nobody's land or 
goods and lluic is no reamn wliy nc sbould base enemies outside. If 
'is'c arc successful enough in saering the British connection ssc sliall be 
strong enough to resist any olhet powot that may senture to albck us. 
rrotn wliicli country or coantiks weed we far attack? Tire coun- 
tries of vsestem Iluropc arc loo mucli insolstd in tlicir mutual bates 
and jralousia to trouble ua much. Hie United Sbtes of Amen’ea ate 
too fir away ior cfleetisc action, jipan fus bet hands full in Clitna, 
and the latent liostilify of America and tfic U'cslrm powers will not 
[wmil bn to embwlc on any new adsxnlnrc. Cliina will base to face 
her wn great difficulties for a long time to come, and in any estnt 
il is difficult to imagine lint om rclations srilh her will be anything but 
friendly. There retnain tbc little shtc of Alglianisbn and Russia. 
Afghanistan in tbc past lias liad the closest bonds with India and it 
ssfll be our cndca'our to resUe tbcm liven li wt do not succeed m 
doing JO we lusc little to fear fioni her. The sltengOi uf her people 
lies in defence in tbeir momilam fastnesses and not in a terfouj aftaei. 
Her people are tirade fig'ifcts but lli<w roomecs oie very limited. It 
is not conceivable that they can succeed against us, It ^ quite pos- 
sible, hosveser, that they tn^ carry out a number of successful raids 
Wore ssc can defeat tbcm and hid them in check. 

VIII 

Russia then remains the sole country tliat no) threaten our freedom. 
Stic i$ powerful enough and in a fa'Sionihlc posihon to attack ws- 
Sliould SVC fear such an attack? Tor genoations the bogey of a Rus- 
sian imasion has been held »q» to ns— during the days of the Tsars 
we were told tliat it was Rossbn in^crialtsm thrusting down to the 
sea, and now it is communism tiybg to subvert the world. So we are 
told by die Dntish. How fat docs the traditional rivalry bchvtcn Eng- 
land and Russia confcm us, and wlir should we inbent tlie bate and 
feat of Russia from England? Hic’Sovicl Gmemment ever since its 
fonnation ten years ago lias bad to contend against a host of orteroal 
enemiei anti even greater misfoitone and difficulty at hmne. These 
enmities and dilliailtics ewitinue and arc likely to remain and Russia 
can liatdlj be expected to cmbaik on an aggressive campaign with so 
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many dangm to face at liomc and alwead. Her CoNcmmcnl » ^liolly 
based on tlic industtial uctlm and ilic pciunts, ami the latter arc 
Bfadually gaining gtcata povser and influence, llic pasantr)' ate no- 
toriously against war. 'nicy can l>c roused to defend llieir country wlicn 
altacbcd, as liicy did agamst Denilin and Koltcliab*, but no aggrasue 
ainpaign can succad with tlic dead uciglit of their disapproul. No 
coimlrj' is iwtbaps more in need of peace tlian Russia and only fear of 
circumstances outside licr tonliol ate lildy to drnc her to war. None- 
theless there is more talk of war in Russia today llun in any other 
country. She suffers from a far complex and (lie efforts of her many 
enemies to form combinations against her, haunt her and sometimes 
drive her to nucl excesses. Site can hast nothing to fear from 3 free 
Indb and there is no rason why she should imperil her aistcnce by' 
taking aggressisc action against our country and thus permit her other 
enemies to attack her weakened Hanks. We shall Uius lias's little to 
fear from Russia when ssc are free. Hie danger from Russu is caused 
solely by the rinlcy bchsccn England and Russia. U ceases as soon 
as the British connection is sevacd. Our position thus, in a military 
sense, is better and stronger as an independent country Iban it would 
be if we were within the fold of tlic British grotip of nations, 

But although there is apparently no danger of attack or insosion from 
any country ssc cannot dismiss the possilrility. Wars come unannoun^ 
cd and the best of neighbours fall out. ^^'c shall thus lia\c to keep 
ourscRcs prepared and the best of preparation will be, not so much 
mililaty matcrbl, but tlic spirit of our people. That spirit can only 
be loused if we put an end to all exploitation of our peasantry and 
workers. If they feel that the burdens that have borne down upon 
tlicm for ages past and crushed ibem law at hst been lifted, thej’ wiB 
Eght for their country and for their owm freedom with the valour and 
doggedness that comes from a new liopc. Let us remember how tlic 
ngged soldiers of Hie Frenrfi Revolurion, without food or guns, faced 
and vanquislicd the armies of Cuiopc. Fmv of us can have forgotten 
the plight of Russia on the eve of her treaty with Germany ten jeaR 
ago. Tire army had gone to pieces and there was cliaos all over the 
land. Soon after tlicy had to meet attacks from the East, the Soutli 
and the (liey had to face a terrible famine and pestilence they 
were the outcasts from the human family and all tlic world seemed to 
be against tlicm. But they bad one great asset, something well worth 
Eghting for— 'a great ideal and their faitli in it. And so tlie)* drove 
back their enemies, fought famine and disease, and with amazing 

9. LeadfTj of the counlarewhitiinuiy armies '»liich sought after 1917 to destroy 
the Bolshevik rfgune. 
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courage and pertinacit)’ set tliemsdves to Ihe task of reconstructing 
Russia, like tlic men of the Ftencb UevolnlioD they did much that 
ws cniel and heartless. But we need not be cornmnnists, nor need 
ne agree with their gospel of commtaBSni, in order to appreciate much 
tliat th^ have done. 

In like manner will India defend herself successfully when the time 
of trial comes. But only if uc have proceeded rtgbtly and not com- 
promised our principles for petty tii^ only if sve have based our 
fteedom on the frerfom of tire masses and raised the undeeJof and 
made him a sharer in the good tilings tint independence will bring to 
us. Wiat Indian will suffer or ^ghl xvilh goodwill for a few mote 
ministerships, or high pests, or piovincol autonomy, or even the shadl- 
ed liberty that the British Commonneallh can promise us? 

We shall have to face tishs and dangers. \Vhy should sse avoid 
them or be frightened of them when Ak only alternative is conlinnal 
degradation and subjection to fore^ domination? And if the lisls 
and dangers are too great and overwhelm us. let us at any rate go 
down gallantly, liaving done out best, » that India may at least have 
a noble epitaph to end her milinmia of chei^ueied but magnificent his- 
tory. 


It developing our fotcign policy vve shall natotalty first cultivate 
friendly relations with the coantiie of the East which have so much in 
common with us. Nepal will be our tiei|hboui and friend; with China 
and Japan, Indonesia, Armani, and Central Asia we shall have the 
closest contact. So also wifii A^hanctan, Pnsia, Turkey and Egypt- 
Some people, living in a world of tlieir own ttation, imaguie that 
there is a pan-lslamic bloA which may threaten India. Tills is pure 
fancy. Everyone of the Islamic countries is developing on intnisely 
national lines and tlicic is absolutely no room in them for an external 
policy based on relipon. Indeed even thdr domestic policy has Iittk 
to do with religious dogmas. TTie interests of thse countries are and 
will continue to be our interests. Wifli the European nations we are 
bound to develop fuither contacts. We have much to leam from them 
and closer intercourse will be to the advantage of both. 

Russb offers a peculiar problem wbich iqatres special consideration. 
She has adopted an economic polir^ with the rigid feith of a new re- 
ligion and she is continually trying to spread it to other county, 
lhat policy even in Russia has undergone some change during the last 
few yeats and it is possible tbt it may fnither change, \Vliethei a 
variant of that policy or some other form of socblism should be our 
aim is one of the problems whfch vre have to solve. Bnf everi if vve 
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ate wholly opposed to that-poliq' we can hare friendly relations with 
Russia. Turkey is no lorer of comnnuiisni hut in her external policy 
she is on the side of Russia. In considering this question one cardinal 
fact has to be kept in mind- The principles, and what is more im- 
portant the practice, of Soviet Rnssia base always, with one exception, 
been in favour of the fullest sdf-detcnnifiation of rerious peoples. She 
has always been for the <^»pre$sed and the exploited. Tlie one excep- 
tion to this general policy is bei behavksuj in Georgia*® where it ap- 
pears that slie is holding on against tlie will of the Georgians. Her 
excuse is that there is oil there and if she left some other power will 
take possession of the country. Tlie excuse is a feeble i5ne and is of 
the kind advanced by any of the imperialist powers. It is possible that 
in the future as she grows in power, even Soriet Russia may develop 
a new type of impeivahstn. But llKte is little chance of that for a 
long rime to come and for the present she is undoubtedly, and for re- 
asons of self-interest, the friend of all the oppressed narionalities. India 
has thus every reason to develop friendly relations with Russia. In 
many ways cordirions in Russia are not very dissimilar to Indian con- 
ditions, in education and agrrculture and the beginnings of industry to 
mention some imtanca, and we could learn much from studying Aeir 
methods. 


X 

India will also have to keep watch on the many Indians who ate 
abroad and lay down a policy for their guidance. They should be free 
to go where they like for purposes of labour or business but only to 
wunhies where they are welcome and are treated honourably. We 
cannot tiinut tliem down in other lands and win for them a privileged 
position by force as the imperialist powers have so often done with 
their nationals. An Indian who goes to other countries must cooperate 
witii the people of that country and win for himself a position by 
friendship and service. In Kenya, for example, there are many Indians, 
fellow-sufferers with the Africans under the domination of a few white 
settlers. Tlie Indians should ocx^erale with tlic Afneans and help 
tiicm as far as possible and not claim a special position for theniseh'cs 
vviiich is denied to the indigenous mhabitants of the countiy. To take 
another case, that of Buma. We all hope that in tlie future federa- 
tion of Indu, Burma will be an honoured member. But it should be 
made perfectly clear that it is for the people of Bunria to make tlie 

10 The Sokiet go\miinent su|^eHed t ef ittempts in Ceoipn to dafare 

independence. 
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dccnion, ami slioiiH {hcj- decile on a sqnnti'on from India, lliej’ ate 
pctfcclly \\ilcomc t& do so. 


i'fany of tficse qitntibtii mil on^ ansc after \re arc free. U'c can 
I'ardly dcitlop a iotcign policj so long as uc arc dependent on a 
foreign gmcmniCTit. We can do lltlc «iw. But we can at least by 
down Ibc general lines of out tolutc polky and try to keep in touch 
r"tli mostmails in tilher conntties. Tlie League against Imperialism 
offers us one way of doing so of uhicU we should talc full adnnfagc. 

ne siiQuld not limit otusehes to it Tlictc arc many ether wap 
also of out dcsclopmg tliesc contacts and ft would be desirable for the 
Congress la ojKn a foreign dcfnitmcnt to do so. 

There is one vital issue, bowcvci. which we must face immediately. 
^\^^3t will India do in case of a war in which Engbnd is insohed? 
Tliiitccn years ago we were swept in bdoie we Jjiesv what had hap- 
pwed and out manpmva and resooiecs were fuiiy utjTised for the 
hi^efit of Lfigbnd, Ate we goii^ to allow ouneh-es to he similarly 
eploiied again 7 Tlic danger of war coming in the near future is 
wioiis cnougli. All nations of Dirope arc making frmied preparations 
[ot it. while tlicir icprcscntatwcs spend pleasant days in Ccnca discuss- 
It'S disarmament.'^ Russia b tontinually discussing the coming war, 
Tile whole of CngJisfi policy seem* to be Msed on ft. And when nations 
prepare fat war and erpect it, it has a way of coming even though no 
coiwiliy wants it. If war comes tlie East is sure to be mveh-cd and 
England is consequently strengthening her position ia the PaciEc and 
i" India, 'Hie Smgapoic base can be a challenge only to fapan and 
CliiiM. In India it is proposed to transfer the control of the army to 
die Dutish M'ar Office and to stslioti a large pert o! the cv^f- 
tionaiy force within easy readi of the North-West Frontier, All this 
means a pieparation for war witli Bnssn. India l«s no quarrel with 
Russia; she has considcnble sympathy for her, and there is much in 
her that she admires. Why then should we be draped into a war 
agiinsl Russb foi the bcnc^ of Biibsh unperiahsm? But there is no 
doubt that we shall be dnged in if wcpaBenlly wait on and do nothing, 
Tlie British dominions have establislicd their right to join England in 
a war or not to do so as they choosy though it is dit&uit to imagine 
where the British Commonwealth wH be if one part of it is at war and 
anotiicr at peace. India shooU also dechte unequiiocally that she will 

It. A taia 0/ iOitaa) anJ ADlblitcrii] duannament u&ferenns was held at 
.Geneva under lire aejij of the league cf Nations between W9 and 1939. 
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are wholly opposed to that policy wc can have friendly lebtions writh 
Russia. Turkey is no lover of conmiunisni hut in her external policy 
she is on the side of Russia. In considering this qnestion one cardinal 
fact has to he kept in mind. The princ^lcs, and what is more im- 
portant the practice, of Soviet Russia hate always, witli one aception, 
been in favour of the fullest sclMclcimination of various peoples. She 
has always been for the oppressed and the exploited. Tire one excep- 
tion to this general policy is her bdiaviout in Geo^ia'* where it ap- 
pears that she is holding on against tlic will of the Georgians. Her 
excuse is that there is oil tbcie and if she left some other power svill 
take possession of Uie country. The excuse is a feeble one and U of 
the kind advanced by any of the imperialut powen. It is possible that 
in the future as she grows in power, even Soviet Russia may develop 
a new type of imperiahsm. But Uiccc is little dunce of that for a 
long time to come and for die present she is undoubtedly, and for re- 
asons of self-interest, the friend of all the oppressed nationalities. India 
has thus every reason to develop friendly rebtions with RussU. In 
many ways conditions in Rosria are not very dissimiTar to Indbn con- 
ditions, in education and agriculture and the beginnings of industry' to 
mention some instances, and we could learn much from studying ^eir 
methods. 


X 

India will also have to keep watch on the many Indbns who arc 
abroad and lay down a policy for llidr guidance. Tliey should be free 
to go where they like for purposes of fcbout or business but only to 
countries where th^’ are welrome and are heated honourably. We 
cannot thrust them down in olha buds and win for them a privileged 
position by force as the imperialist powers have so often done with 
their nationals. An Indbn who goes to other countries must cooperate 
mfh the people of that country and win for himself a position by 
friendship and service. In Kenya, for example, there are many Indians, 
fellow-sufierers with the Africans under the domination of a few white 
settlers. Tire Indbns should cooperate with the /Vfricans and help 
them as far as possible and not daim a grecial positron for themsdves 
wh'.ch is denied to the indigenous inhabitants of the country. To take 
another Qse, that of Burma. We all hope that in the future federa- 
tion of India, Burma wiB be an honoured member. But it should be 
made perfectly clear that it is for die people of Burma to make the 

10. The SoMCt gwenunenl nip^rwtd a nsmber of attanpts in GeoifU to dttlaie 
independence. 
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But it ssas m Paris, cnlj- two montlw ago, that I K'A. V'V'v'h 
progress had been made. Two PrciKhmcn, Chun?'v'«v‘t ii\\ 

(ned to fly direct to Amaica from Paris. It was a vess 4'\\ 
dangerous ioumc)-, All Paris was full of jej- and nt A fxv. 

hours after their departme. Ilte nm came that thej hid wvsswVl 
and reaeiicd America, Tlicrc uns rejoicing in mtt)- stmel h\ 

Dig stores stopped wntfciitg for sometime and t\-et\lMslv stixtxN! xw 
gratnbting eserjone else. Tlie house of ll« old mother of 
\mr svvamp^ ssith llowen. But the luppiness was short hwl, It Vitx 
raliscdjhat Use newa waj false and that in fxet the wIicn^Kwlx vM 
tiic. "-cte not hnwis. Thcicaftr e was an 1 ^^"^ 

. ,’T he fontid nowliete « became ceitiin WW 

^ ‘ i* their graro in the Atlar 

^ ' ■■ ling. Alter a few di«- 

rfng to Paris all 
■•uc had no 
, tt^ For ' 

' acm 

I won’ 

comae 
not m 
■men ' 


foolisi 

any 


and 


v\s came tl1.1t It 1 m) 
'we laughing nt Ms 
f communicniloii iit 
U of miles, between 
' any mistake of lilt 
been even foiiiuh 
light as an arrow fie 
this ■“ an Amcrbn 
and died. But the. 

' ol^, and he was «<]• 
I way in svliich even 

id Ijnj of PnituJ Its 
itiJjrC lunl, cofcaiil snj 

'lied ift tiu oWnation. 

on 21 >!^ 1927 
in T!i« S^fint of St 


5 dJ 


SELtCTED WORKS OF JAWAHASLAl. REHRU 

te no piitj’ to any v\ar \vittiout her express consent, and if she is bullied 
or hustled into such a nOT, she wffl not lielp in any way. We must 
liave this declaiation made and r^eatedly made and it should be made 
hnown to the people as widely' as possible by press and platform. We 
have nothing to gam by being parties to such a conflict and we have 
a great deal to lose. 

Montana, Switzerland 


44. Victory Over tha Air' 


About 18 years ago, when 1 w'as a student at Cambridge, I saw acio- 
plancs flying in Gennany and France. Before tiiat also I had heard 
that in ^netica the ^Vn'ght brothers* had demonstrated that they could 
fly in ^ snachine heavret tlran ait. Sonre used to fly too yards higher 
tlian the ground; now they can fly at an altitude of 200 to 300 yards. 
Tills was the first time when a man flew in the air in a heavy machine. 
Before this, people had flown in balloons by filling them with gas and 
mahing them lighter than air, but that was a different principle. After 
the Wright brothers, it wus Inown (liat a Frenchman, Santos Dumont*, 
bad also succeeded in flying in a similar machine. 

After that news of quick progress started pouting in. Bleriot aossed 
the Channel and flew from Fiance to England. Thereafter an aeropbne 
in the sky ceased to be much of a surprise. 

About eighteen years r^o, I was in Dalin. Count Zeppelin* was to 
arrive in his famous airship after a long flight, llicre was great publi- 
city and a vast number of people luid come to welcome him. We also 
went to the field where he was to land. There was a great rush, and 

1. Aaj. 2S Sfptnnba 1927. Original m Elmdi 

2. CmHe {187MW8) and WiBw WngJit (1S6719U), on 17 Do^- 
btf 1901 llicy made tbe Grtl contaolkd. sustained flights in a paucr-dristn 
airplane. RetordbroWng lighb m 1908 Iry Orville Wngkt in Ibe Doited 
Stales and by tVilbnr W'nglil m rtance beooglit lliem ncrldwide time. 

1. Alberto SsntosDumonl (16711912), Braaliao aeronatit resident in Trance 
(tom 1B91 to 1928 A ptooca m die development of aacraft, be was tie 
SrsI to construct and fly in 1693 a gavihoe iriotorcd airship 
r«diiiind Ctaf von Zqipclin (181S-I9I7}, Cetmin army oSirtt and deiignet 
aod buiUa oE the fammis ainhipt sam^ alia him. 
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lomc 15 to :0 Ijllii of people had pftntil lime, Tlie Kaiser* also, 
ttilli all hij oErtii, was time in peat pomp, llic ainliip came in at 
(he correct time ami it vat srcrttJ trilli great dcliglit. All round, lire 
Ocrmin Vioc/i', Vioc/r could be heard. 1 v-as trving to taVc same 
pWographt n-idt my small amera. TIict are llill uilh me. Tlse hotel 
m tiliicU had shred pre w that night a very' nice pliolojraph of 
Count '/fpptlin. Tint too h rnrtr me slffl. 

That war c^lilcen \eirt ajo. Since tlieo man fias masJeted tlic ait 
to a peal eslcnt and the aeioplana hare impitned trcmcndomly, Today 
thourandr cl pasrenprrs Irartl by air cv«y and from big cities aero- 
plane arrran; parrcrtjm fly t\my day. | also fia<I hiro occasions to 
tTa«l by air, once from Le^n to Tarii and then from London to 
Oatciid, 

But it wai in Pjrii, only t«o months ago, Hut I realised how much 
propers had liecn made. Two ricncbmcn, Gmngressor and Colej'. 
tried to fly direct to Amcrifa from Parii. )t was a rtry clfEcult and 
dingermu journey. All Paris was foB of joy and of ansiety. A fc'v 
horns etter their depaituie, the newa eame that they lud succeeded 
and reached America. Tlicre was rqoicing in eery street in Paris. The 
big stores stftpyed woiViwg f« sometime and cvtr^body started con- 
gtahilating er-erjonc else. Tl'C home of the old mellict of Cliungrcsso: 
was swamped wi'di (Vjvcn, Rm (he liappioes was shortlised. It was 
realised that the nova was false and (hat in fact the whereabouts of 
the two haocs were not Inovin. TliwwJtcr there was an incessant 
search but thq could be found nowfiete and it became certain (hat 
llic two had found their gras-c m (he Atlantic, 

Paris was in mouming. After a fesv daj^ the news «me that a toy 
tram New YesV was fls-sn? to Paris all alcms. All w-era laughing at his 
foolishness, lie was alone and had no means of communication of 
any special equipment in the plane. For ihouunds of miles, betoeen 
sly and ocean, u slight sided in bis aeroplane or any mistaVe o! his 
own ~ and let alone seeking help, he would not Iu« been cs-en found. 
But (his fool committed the folly of courage and straight as an arrow lie 
amc over Paris. Tlic rrcntli did not much like this — an American 
success — where their own ctranliymcn had failed and died. But the 
coungc of Undbetgh* won tltf of the people, and he was wel- 
comed in Paris and in othcf cities of Curopc in a way in which cs-en 

5. U’ilbelm JI (IgjMOtt). tmpim ol Cmtuny and Km? of Pnisoj Hs 
failwl in hu ctiJa'nurs W mAe Cennany wio a mapr naval, cobnii! and 
romowcijl powti. ttit Cntnan defeat m 1^18 imKrf in Ur abdication 
6 Ovaito Anpiinn Llmlbegti (b A»crtan an'itot; on 21 bfiy i«r 

1jiu1p3 in Paru aftn * mV>, owmop transAifantic Bijbt in Tti« Sfinf ot Sr. 
Louii Item Krw Ywk 
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some I J to 20 blhi of pcopfc !ud gall^cd Oicrc, TItc KitscH also, 
With all his otHcen, was th«c m great ponip. llic amliip came in at 
Ibc coofci line 3»d it wui gJttttU mill gfat delight. All round, the 
Gemun Vioc/i', 7i«/i’ coiiM be Iwaid. I was tning to talc some 
pliDlc^ujilu witli my inull ramoa. Ility ate Jtil) »i(li me. ’Ilic liok-l 
m which we had stajed gave m (hat night a \C3^' nice plwtcgnph of 
Count Zeppelin. ‘Ilut too U wMli me still, 

Hut W3j cighietn lean ago. Since thm nun has mastered (lie air 
to a giat Client and the acit^Unci base iripioscd trmradously. Today 
thousands ei paacngcfa traixJ by ah c\ety day and fjotn big atics aao- 
plana earning passengen (ly esety day. I also !ud two occasions to 
trasel by air, once f/wn London to I’aru and then bom London to 
Ostend. 

But St uai in Pans, only two monllia ago, that 1 realised how- much 
progresJ had been nude. T«o Ficndiniai, Chungressor and Colc), 
ttied to Qy direct to Amctica (tom Pans. It was a sety difSmlt and 
daijgerour loumcj. Paris war /all cf (oy and of anxict)'. A few 
lioiin after that dquituic, lltc news omc tliat Uiey had succeeded 
and racbed Anioica. Tliere was ifjoldng in ncry slreet in Pans. Tlie 
big stora slopped svotling for Minetisnc and cstiybody started con- 
gratulating cveryune else. 'Hie bouse of (tie old mollicr of Chungrtssor 
has rsantped Kith dowen. But the liappintss was sliortincd. It war 
laliscd Uiat the ness was false and tlut in fact tlie whereabouts of 
die two ficocs were not Inosvn. Tbemiler dim » 3 s an incessant 
search but Uicy could be found nowheae ami it became certain (hat 
tJic two )ud found llicir grave in the Atlantic. 

Paris was tti mourning. /\ftcr a few dj}* the ncwi tame tlut a boy 
fiom New Voil was (lying to Pans all alone. All were bugliing at iiis 
fotiliibnor, fie was alone and lud no means of ccnimunication or 
any special equipment in tlic plane, for thousands of imla, between 
sly and ocean, a slight defect in liis aeroplane or any mislalc of bis 
own — and let alone seeling lic^, lie woold not iiave been ctoi fomxf. 
But this fool commillcd the folly of courage and straight as an arrow he 
came over Paris. Hie Frcirtb dil not reudi hie lira — an /Wcrican 
success — whCTB their own countryrncii lud failed and died. But the 
courage of Undbcrgli* won llw licaits of tlic people, and lie \«s wtl* 
corned in Paris and in ether crlxs cf Eureise in a way in wbiclj even 

5, WiUicln II HSWUtl): Cmprw* «t Cernuny and King at ftussu tie 
(lilcJ in hu cwleavoutl 10 injl.C CcuMnjr mto a mi|or naval, cnlotiuJ and 
commottil pcmcr. Tlie Cnnon defeat m 19IS lesultcd in Li* aWiCition. 

6 . CliaJa Arigwius Lodhegh Aawican avuton on 21 Miy 1927 

landed in rant alia a tolOi MBiicp tcant.Aib&lie fiighl lU The Spmt c/ St. 
Lows fraai Sfv York. 
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be no patty to any war williont her eqtresj consent, and if site is bullied 
or liustJcd into such a war, she wiH not help in any nay. We must 
ha\c this declaration made and repeatedly made and it should be made 
bnown to tlic people as widely as possible by press and pbtform. We 
have notliing to gain by being parties to such a conflict and we have 
a gi^t deal to lose. 

Montana, Switzerland 


44. Victory Over the Air' 


About 18 years ago, when I wns a student at Cambridge, 1 saw aero- 
planes flying in Germany and France. Befoie that also I had beard 
tliat in iVnerica Uie Wright brothers* liad danonstiated that they could 
fly in a machine heavier than air. Some used to fly h\o yards higher 
than the ground; now they can fly at an albtude of ZOO to 300 yards. 
This was die (list time when a man flew in tlic ait in a heavy* marine. 
Befoie this, people had flown in balloons by filling them with gas and 
malting tlicm lifter than air, but that was a different principle. After 
the Wright brothers, it was luiown that a Frenchman, Santos Dumont*, 
had also succeeded in flying in a similar machine. 

After that news of quid; progress started pouring in. Dkriot aossed 
the Cliannel and flav from France to England. Thereafter an aeroplane 
in the sky ceased to be much of a surprise. 

About eighteen years ago, I was in Berlin. Count Zeppelin* was to 
arrive in bis famous ainhip alter a Vmg flight There was great publi- 
city and a vast number of people had come to nclcome him. We also 
went to the field where be was to land. There was a great rush, and 

1. Aaj, 2S Septonba 1927, Ongnnl m HuuSt, 

1. OniRc Wrght (1871-1948) and Wilbot Wn^t (18671912), on 17 Dcrtm- 
bet 1903 thg’ made the fart ODutroIled, vu]laiii<d flights in a poaff-dro'® 
aiipline. Reeoid bieaUng fli^b in 1908 by OniUe Wr^ht in ibe United 
States and by Wilbur Woj^l n France brought them ^wld inde hsie. 

3. Alberto Santos Dumont (1873193Z), BrazHua aeronaut rcadeat m Frau® 
from 1891 fa 1928 A pmotCT u the development of aircrafl, he war the 
Erst to coostinct and fiy la 1898 a pjobne motored airship 

4. Feidmand Graf von Zeppehn (1838 1917); German army officer and designer 

and builder of the famous named afts him- 
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some IS lo ZO Ukiis of pcopk had galfjocd llicte. The Kaiset* also, 
ttiUi all his oiHccts, was thcic in pot pomp. The airship came in at 
liic correct time and >( s\-a$ greeted snlh pat dciiglit. Ail round, the 
Cciroau 'fioe/i', ‘fioc/i' toiilJ be bord. i was Iniug to talc some 
piiotopaplis with my small CMien. Tiny are slill with me. Tlic hotel 
in which we had slajed gate m that n%ht a setj- nit* pliotognph of 
Count 7xppclin. 'Iliat too is with me sbll. 

Ilut was cigiitttn years ap>. Since llicn nun has nustered d)C air 
to a great aicnt and the acrop&nts base improved ticmctidomly. Today 
thousands of passengen liastl by an cvef>- iy and from big citia aero- 
piano ranjing passengen fly cicjy day, ! also had two octasrom to 
trascl by air, once from Landon lo Paris and then from London to 
Osloid. 

Out it was m Paris, only two toonOis ago, that t Tcaliscd how muclr 
progfcu had been made. Two Frenchmen, Cliungrcssot and Coley, 
tried to fly direct to America from Pam. It was a sny dilEcult ami 
dingcrous jourecy. All Pans was full of \oy and of aniicty. A few 
hours after thdr dqurture, the news ame tlist they iiad succeeded 
and reached Ainetia. lime was icjoking in esety street in Paris. The 
big stores stopped wotling for sometime and r>cr)body started eon* 
patuUbng cverNone else. '(Ire bouse of tte old rnotlicr of Cliangressor 
was swamped with flowen. Out tbc luppitK» was sliottlistd. It was 
realised that the nerws was false and (hat to fact the whenabouts of 
the two haocs were not brown. Tlieiaftcr thne was an incessant 
search but they could be found nowltcre and it became catain that 
tlie two lud found tlicir grare m (be A(lan(ic. 

Paris was in niotitnirg. <Utcr a fci\' days the nnss came tint a boy 
front New Yoik was fljing lo Paib all alone. Ml were laughing at his 
footishnas. He was alone and liad no tnaos of coiniounication or 
any special «iuipmcnt in the plane. For tlitwsands of miles, between 
sly and ocean, a sliglit defect in his acropbnc or any mistale of his 
own — and let alone seeling help, l»c wouW not have been men found. 
Cut tills fool committed tlic foliy *>( cowage and stniglit as an arrow lie 
ame o\cr Paris, llic French did not much hie tins — an rlmctian 
success — where thcii own comlnmcn had failed and died. But the 
courage of Lindbergh* won the baits of tbc people, and be was wel- 
comed in Paris and in other citie* of Dicopc in a way in which cstn 

5. Wfllidni II (lS5?l9tl)i Cmpnor *>( Gamiiij tnU King ul riuJsu. He 
bUo] in 111] mdeawiuis to rule Gaounjr ato * mift nii-at, cclonul and 
wumiKail pcrtct. Tlie Comm dttot in 1918 wsulld in liu aWication. 

6. Chailej Aiijmlm Lindbogli (b. W02)i Amojon analor. on 21 May 1927 
landed iti Faiu afltx a solo, »ni»l^ fms.-ttlMbC fiiglt in Th* SjSi/ir ef St. 
Loutf bom New Ynl. 
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be no par^’ to any ^\ar wiQiout her ogress consent, and if she is bullied 
or hustled into such a war, she will not help in any way. We must 
haie thb declaration made and i^eatedly made and it should be made 
known to the people as widdy as possible by press and platform. We 
have notliing to gain by being parties to such a conflict and we have 
a great deal to lose. 

Montana, Switzerland 


44. Victory Over the Air’ 


About 18 ^eais ago, when I was a student at Cambridge, I saw aero* 
planes fljlng in Germany and France. Before that also I bad heard 
that in America the Wr^bt biolbcts* had demonstrated that they could 
fly in a machine heavier than air. Sonic used to fly two j'atds higher 
than tlie ground; now they can fly at an altitude of 200 to 300 yards. 
This was toe first time when a man flew in the air in a heavy machine. 
Before tills, people had flown in balloons by filling them with gas arid 
making tlicm lighter tlian air, but that was a dificrent principle. After 
the Wright brotliers, it was Imown that a Frenchman, &ntos Dumont*, 
bad also succeeded in flying in a similar machine. 

After that news of quick progress started pouring in. Bleriot crossed 
the Channel and flew from France to Finland. Thereafter an aeroplane 
in the sky ceased to be much of a surprise. 

About eighteen years ago, I was in Balin. Count Zeppelin* was to 
arrive in his famous airship alter a long flight. Tlicrc was great publi- 
cly and a vast number of people had come to welcome him. We also 
went to the field where he was to land. Tlierc was a great rush, and 

1. Aaf, rs Scjjfonfia 1 <} 27 . Oiigiaf uj f/mdi 

2, OrnTle Wiiglil (1S7119«) and Wilbur Wnght (18671912), ca 17 Dccm- 
ba 190) tlicy made the fiist oDaboUed, imUjud fljgbts m a po»a-4nvm 
airplane. Record kcaVmg Bijbts is 1903 by Orville Wiigbl in tli* Umted 
Slates sad by Wilbur Wngjil m rtance trought them world iwde fame. 

). Albato Santos-Dumont (1873'1932), Dnzilun aeronaut reudent w ftaace 
from 1891 to 1928 A pnnetr a the development of airaaft, wai the 
firit to construct and S> is 1S9S ^ psoluKmolorcd airship 

1 Feidinind Graf stm Zeppeba (18581917); German army oEca and doiguer 
and builder of the famous ushipi named afta bun. 
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some 15 to 20 Iikhs of people had gathacd there. Tlie Kaiser* also, 
with all his officas, was there in great pomp. Tlie airehip came in at 
the correct time and it was greeted wth great delight AH round, the 
Cctman 7ioe/«’, 7ioc/i’ could be heard. I was trying to take some 
pboto^aphs with my small amcra. Tlicy ate still wifli me. The hotel 
in which we had stayed gaw os tiiat i^t a seiy nice photograph of 
Count Zeppelin. Tliat too is with me stall. 

That was eighteen years ago. Since then man has mastered the ait 
to a great estent and aeroplanes base improved tremendously. Today 
tliousands of passengers travel by ait every day and from big cities aero- 
plana carrying passengers fly every day. I also had two ocasions to 
travel by air, once from landon to Paris and then from London to 
Ostend. 

But It vms in Paris, only two months a^, that I ralijed how much 
progress had been made. Two FicnchiDCfl, Chungressor and Coley, 
tried to By direct to Amenca from Paris. It wis a vny diSojlt and 
dangerous journey. All Fatu wa full of joy and of airrie^. A few 
hours after theit departure, the news came that they had succeeded 
and reached Amenca. There was rejoicing in every street in Paris. Tho 
big stores stopped working for sometame and everybody started cod' 
gratulatmg neryone else. The bouse of the old mother of Chungressor 
was swamped witiv flowen. But the hap{riness was shortlived, It was 
realised that the news was false and that in fact the whereabouts of 
tlie two heroes were not Istowm. Tlieieaftet there was an incessant 
search but they could be found nowhere and it became certaiiv that 
tlie tvvo had found their grave in the Atlantie. 

Paris was in mowming. Mter a fw days the news catna tlat a boy 
from New York was flying to Paris all alone. All were laughmg at his 
foolishness. He was alone and had no means of communication or 
any special equipment in the plane. For thousands of mfles, between 
sky and ocean, a slight defect in his aeroplane or any mistake of his 
own — and let alone seekmg help, he would not have been even found, 
But this fool committed the feily of courage and stiaigbt as an arrow be 
came over Paris. Hie French did not much like this — an American 
success — where their own cowntiymen had failed and died. But tlie 
courage of Lindbergh* won the b^ of the people, and he was wel- 
comed in Paris and m other dtaes of Europe in a way m which even 

Vt ^ Ga)aui){ ani Xjus nt Vwsix. He 

failed in bis codavewrs to make Comaiur mto a Aa)oc oaval, colonial and 
coirmeraai powff. tlie GeraHo defeat u KI8 resulted la his ahdicabon 

6. Chaile Au|uslus Lmdiwgh (b 19(12), Anwrican anatoi; on 2i htay 1927 
boded la Pans after a solo, noiutap baos.AtUotac 3i|ht in Tht Spait of St. 
Loua horn New VorV. 
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be no part)’ to any war witliout her ej 5 )iCM consent, and if slie is bullied 
or hustled into such a wur, she will not help in any way. We must 
have this declaration made and repeatedly made and it should be made 
Icnown to tl»c people as widely as possible by press and platform. W^c 
haw nothing to gain by being parties to such a conflict and we lia\e 
a great deal to lose. 

Monbna, Switzerland 


44. Victory Over the Air' 


About IS jan ago, when I was a student at Cambridge, I saw aero- 
planes fl)iug in Germany and France. Before that also I had heard 
that in America the Wright brotlicis’ had dcmonstialcJ that tlicy could 
Qy in a machine hcasict than air. Some used to fly two )ards higher 
titan Hie ground; now tlicj' can fly at an altitude of 200 to 500 jards. 
'riiis was tlic first time when a man flew in the air in a hcasy machine. 
Before Uiis, people had Qo\m in balloons by fillmg tlrcm witii gas and 
maVing them lighter than air, but that was a different principle. After 
the Wright brollicis, it was hnown iliat a Ftcnchinan, Santos Dumont*, 
had also succeeded in filing in a similar machine. 

After that news of quick progress sbited pouring in. Blcriol crossed 
tlic Clunncl and flew from France to England. Tlicrcaftcr an actopbnc 
in the sly ceased to be much of a surprise. 

About eighteen jeats ago, I was itr Dalin. Count Zqipciin* was to 
anise in his famous airship after a long flight. Ihcic was giat publi- 
city and a wst nunibo of people ]iad come to welcome him. We abo 
went to tlic field wlicic he was to had. llicrc was a great rush, and 

1. A:/, Sqjtcshcx 1927. Oiipiul la Hindi 

2. CrviUc \V 115 M (IS7M9S$) and Wilbui Wnglil (1S671912), oa 17 Dera- 
tw IM3 rficj" (Hide r/ic £ist ccntrattaL juitiincJ fliglitj in * 

ijpUn:. llccocdUalinir Bijit* m 190S by Onille Wiijht in ite Unit™ 
Stitt* and liy Wilbw WiijliS n friMC btoujKl Ibnn ttOtldniJe 

J. Albcilo iniiojDuciwit llS7J-19)2), Driukia aeronaut tcsaJoit a 
frtita IS91 la 192S poitctr w the dnttopmewt of auciaft. lit 
firil to wnitiutl and Oy u 1699 a (axiliMmotuteJ audnp 

4. ladiniod Ctif 'oa Zq^lia (1S13-I9I7): Cesman umy oSco and deojo*^ 
ofid buiUa of the lamoui aimed alter lum. 
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some 15 to 20 UUis of people had gathered there. The Kaiser® also, 
with all his ofEiceis, was there in great pomp. The ainhip came in at 
the correct time and it was greeted wnlh great delight All round, tlw 
German 'ftoc/i', ‘fioch* could t« beard. 1 was t:}ing to tale some 
photographs with my small camcia. Tli(^ ate still with me. The hotel 
in which vk had stayed gire us that night a very nice photograph of 
Count Zeppelin. Tliat loo b with me sttl. 

That was eighteen years ago. Susce tlien nun has mastered the air 
to a great atent and the aeroplanes base in^tosed tremendously. Today 
thousands of passengers travel by an every and from big cities aero- 
planes carrying passengers % every day. I also had two occasions to 
travtl by air, once fnm London to Pans and then from London to 
Ostend, 

But it was in Paris, only two months agp, that I realised bow much 
progress had been made. Two FienchiiKn, Chungrtssot and Coley, 
tried to fly direct to America from Paris. It was a very dificult and 
diQgcraus ioumqi Ail Paris was full of |oy and of ansiefy. A few 
hours after their depaihue, tlie news came llut they had succeeded 
and reached America. There wa$ i^oicing in every sheet in Fails. The 
big stores stopped woiL'ng for somcb'mc and everybody' started con- 
gratulating everyone else. The house of the old motha of Chungtessor 
was swamped with flowers. But the happiness was short-lived, It was 
realised chat the news was false and tkt in fact the whneabouts of 
the two heroes were not knoum. Theiealta there was an iirctssanC 
scareh but tlrey ^Id be found nowhere and it became certain that 
the two had found their giave in the Atlantic. 

Paris was in mourning. After a few dan Sie news came that a boy 
from New Yoib was flying to Pans all altac. /Ml were laughing at his 
foolishness. He was alwjc aod bad no means of communication or 
any special equipment in the plane. For thousands of mdes, between 
shy and ocean, a sliglit defat m Im aaoplanc or any mistaU of his 
own — and let abnc seeking hdp, he would not have been even found. 
But this fuol coininiltcd the foBy of couia^ and staight as an arrow he 
ramp ovcr Paris. The French did not much like this — an j\mencan 
success — where their own countrvmca had failed and died. But the 
courage of Lindbergh* won the hearts of the people, and be was wel- 
comed m Paris and in other ddo of Europe in a way in which even 

5. Wflbto U E»paoi «t Oitobj »e 4 Kinj u{ Piwsaa He 

tailed in his Eodeawuis » mate Cennai^ into a cafit naval, coloaiat and 
wnunBoal powH. The Getnan defeat m 1918 tmilted in Us abdicaboo 

6 Cbjiles Atigiishis bniiba|li (b. 19021. AiDOMn sviator. on 21 May 1927 
landed la Pa:u after a sob, wwtop ftansAtlartic fiight in Tht Spaii of St 
Louif from New Ywli. 
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kings lave not been icctn'ved. As for America — llic whole continent 
went mad about him. Had lindbcigli lost his head, no one would 
have been surprised. Evrn old and etpcricnccd men become anoganl 
on such occasions, and he was just a bo>‘. But a greater miracle ^an 
even fl)ing Uic Atlantic was the self-control that he showed. He did 
not let this massive applause and cicitcmcnt go to his head. He was 
oifeicd croics of rupees, but Itc refused to accept any money. 

From where did this wonderful boy Icam tliat daring and that 
patience? lindbergii is considered as a god in the United States today 
but very few people know tiut his father was considered to be a rebel 
in Ills own counlrv*. He was a senator who fought for freedom and 
justice in Uic tcc^ of reposition. Such people arc not very much 
lied. \\’hen Ibc United Sbtes went to war against Germany in the 
Great War, the saiior Liadbergb opposed it and was widely criticised. 
He could not get a platform lo speak from and he was called a rcvolu' 
tianarv*. Had lie living today, the very people who arc hailing 
ills son to the skies would have ailed Uve father a Botsiievik. Miren 
he died he was not buried in the normal way, but he was cremated 
and his son took his ashes up in an acropbnc and saltcred them over his 
bod. Knowing that Lindbergh is the son of that 'BobheviV one is 
not surprised at his courage. 

.Utcr Lindbergh, the Atbnlic lias been crossed on too more ocasiens, 
and now attempts ate sb1l being made. Europe and Amcria give 
much attention to dvmg. \Mut about Indu? I do not know if our 
laden pay any attention to this or whetha our ) 0 ung men cv-cr tliink 
of conq'sering the ah in this manner and tnhancing the prestige and 
power of om covmtiy. Our countr)* is unfortunately in bondage and so 
neither our ladcrs not our young an do much; hut still something an 
be done if attention is paid to it. En^nd is full of [nduns who, 
allured by the Dae, mcdiciuc or jobs, stay tlicrc undergoing aD sorts of 
humiliation in London and EdinbuigK If even a few of theui would 
date to luam flying and shun Oie idea oi jobs, Iticy could be of so 
much benefit to Indu. i\flcr all out country also is going to be free 
and f tliiiil tlut will be soon. Wlictc, after independence, sfiall «« 
get penons who an ily aeroplanes? It is obvious even to tiic su[>cr- 
ficui obscTvrr Dial Diu victory- oven Die air in Lucupc and Amnia 
will bung fariachuig levults to tiie world, the foicniost being the dlcct 
on the methods of waifaic. U is now established Hut the old fashioned 
atin-cs and ships annot stand up to aaopbno and gas Acropbnes 
an annihibtc a big army and an win vcvtnl cities wvtli a bomb. Ibc 
vvoik ul llic ordinary army wiU gradualh become what the police arc 
doing today and guru and onaons udi be reduced to the level of kt/ur. 
Out leaden, viho ate slimog to same for Indum also commissaiiis in 
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the army, slionld comidet this a little. Othemise our officers and .irmy 
u-iH be mere glittering dummies on parade and be worth nothing else. 

Passenger aeroplanes ate today most common in Germany. Accord- 
ing to lire V'ctsaillcs treat}’, Germany cannot maintain military aiiciaft. 
Siie is Uictcfote concentrating on passcngei planes. The biggest aero- 
plin« tactorves in Europe are in Conmy. In one of these factories 
an Indian holds a high position. I was so pleased to see him, and my 
cxpcctattons rose that otlicr countiymen of mine also will join this line, 
France too lias progressed tonsidenbly in this matter. En^nd is rather 
backiiard. Aeroplane en fly wdl and flying can be desebped more 
ia 3 countr]' nliicfa is large arid has hundreds and thousands of inJe of 
open country. For tliis rea»n, >n Uie future, it may progress in Amwica 
and ilmsta and polups ia China too. ‘nicTC is also plenty of oppor- 
tunity for filing in our country. 

] hope the Hindustani Sen Dai wflt pay alicntion to this matta. 
TItcy should b)' to understand how iu different parts of tlie wutld the 
air is being conquered and same of (he loluntecrs should by to under- 
itaml bow' an aeroplane notb and learn to fly it 


dl. ToRa|of^au‘ 


Paris 

26.1027 

My dear Raja Rau, 

I have just rccched jout draft for Swiss fts. 2510-20/100. I shall pay 
over £ 100 to the Lague agamst ImpnialuiD and send you their formal 
receipt for it. 

In future if you have to male any remittance to the continent do not 
do it through Coohs. Tliey ^e a leiy bad ute of eschange. 1 do not 
Inow what you paid them m rupees but the equivalent of the monQ' 
you have sent is considerably shod of £ UC-12-3. According to the rates 
picsavteg V.wt 'dvis * Sje^JssJa wrsw^ tIk/M vbouvX to s.’jiot 
2580 Swiss francs. Thus von base been defrauded of nearly 50 

UAICaFifcKo in, >«728 ,p NJiOtU 
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{tancs v-liich means nearly £ 2. Any big banb will giiiC you a better 
rate. It is usually better to send a draft in English money and get it 
conscittd here. 

1 hope to sail willi my wi!^ rfstcr & Indita on Dee. 2nd. Father may 
come us but it is not ccilaia. We shall go by the Mcssagcrics 
Maritimes boat Angers wbkb reaches Colombo on Dee. 19tli. I hope 
to teach Madras in time tor the Congress. 


Yours sincerely, 
Jawalrailal Nclvw 


4B To Syed Mahmud' 


Paris 

26.10.27 


My dear Mahmud, 

Some feme ago you wtote to rot to thank me for not Vi-ritbg to >nu. 
As I have persisted in this honourable ioKtoity, so fat as letter writing 
is concerned, I wonder why you have not repeated your thanks. As you 
have stated 1 am a headstrong and p^-hcaded penon. For mondis past 
1 have almost gn’cn up wri^ letten to India and som^ow 1 cannot 
recapture the mood for cone^ndence. This is hardly a letter. It is 
meant to infonn you that wu intend sailing from Marseilles by the 
Msssageries Maritimes boat Angers on Dec 2nd, reaching Colombo 
on Dec 19th. From Colombo we hope to go to Madras where u c are 
all bnldwg iumed to roeeldog ywa asA 'jous >!.&. I m wat <nw yeh i£ 
father will be able to come wifli us. Perhaps he may. 

Love, 


l. S>fd Mihiriud r’apto. KEtMj. 

1368 


Yours affly., 
Jawahai 




W EirSOPE 


47. To Vllavalahjhml Pandil' 


Moscow 

10.1J.27 


Nan darling, 

Tills is not going lo be a letter. I have ou lime to write a seal lelle: 
but still 1 want to send jou a lew Uocs from Moscow, if only for the 
ttVc of tlic stamp 1 To gi»e an account ol out impressions and experien- 
ces cs'cn Viitliin tlic 36 bout} ot so we luxe been lieie would talc a long 
slice off a day and many sliecb of notepapa. We arc in topsy tuny 
land. All, one's old values get upset and life wcais a sbangc aspect liecc. 
Berybody is imaris^ (comrade). We luxe lo adJeos tbe uyiter or 
potter or cabby as tox<nult and tlic president of tire Soviet Republic 
has to do the same to the poorest peauot. It seenu abght b theory 
but ia pacticc it tales some getting used to. 

Mosenxv is in some ways ble any big aty, and yet it is so different 
The comparatixt povoty of the people is obvious. Thete are very lew 
cats in cxidemce; prixatc cats (liete arc tiaidty any if at alt. Thete are 
some taxis and then tiiere ate the can bdonguig ta the various depart- 
ments of the State. Electric trams and motor buses nm but most of 
tlie people seem to walk. Hie roads and pavements are crowded with 
IKdcsbuns. 'Tlie shops, tliough oittn containing beautiful Russian- 
made goods, aie poor in coTrparison with shops ^smhae. But the 
spirit of equality is rampant, and pride in the revolution. IVe attixed 
a day too late and missed the great celehrahon. There was a grand 
parade of the anay and a mardtpast of a million and a half people in 
front of Lenin’s tomb. It must hax-c been a right woith secu^. Then 
there was an aeroplane diqilay ~ the aeiopbaa are lefened to by 
everyone here as Russia’s answer to Clumbedam.* Dunng the big 
procession, I am told, there was an effigv of Chamberlain which was 
hissed at confinuouviy. 


1. f. N. Cortespoadence, NJIIML 

2, iVuslcn Chamberlam, Bntuh SeoeBw, snaouaced m die Tumma oF 

1927 ihst iTsie wd dipfctnaUc leUbons mih flie U SS.R had beoi senaa! 
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Moscow is full of flags and binting. Tlte hammer and the sickle — 
the Soviet sign — is cveiywhere; and alw tlie figures 1917 — 1927, 
representing tlie 10 jears of tlie resolulion. And of comso Lenin’s pic- 
tures. One annot mow or turn in any direction wthout gazing at 
Lenin — a statue or picture or photo or painting. Every house and 
almost every shop window has it He is the God of Uie Russians today 
and a mere mention of his name males them light up. 

Talking of God — there is a beautiful chapel of the Virgin Mary* 
almost opposite our hotel nestling under tfic Ktemlinh Many p«)ple — 
chiefly women -- visit it still. The Soviet people do not slop anyone 
iiom going tliere but on a wall r^positc they liave displajed prominent- 
ly a quotation from Karl Marx: "Religioa is the opium of the people”. 

Our hotel is a queer mixture of the grand and the lowly. It is a 
big building with fine halls etc. but some of the arrangements arc ptimi- 
hve. It used to be a fashionable hotel. Now, tlie building stands as 
it was and even the fine furniture is sometimes to be found but it is 
carefully covcied up witlv white doUv. Fmery is not encouraged. The 
effect of a few hours of Moscow oo I^mala was that she wanted to 
take off the border from a simple sari she was wearing as she felt she 
was ovet-diessed. ^ 

I can't coutinue this letter now. So I am posting it as it is. 

Your loving brother, 
Jawabar 


J. Near lie fcania we WO fasxm cailtednls dediate3 to tie Vngin Mary— 
Catiedial of the Asumptiao and Caliednl ot tie Anouiiaation Tbey woe 
iqilt in Uk 15ti and 16th ctDtDiie& 

d. The citadel or called aty witfm Jtfomw, u the headquaitor of the Soviet 
Covemnest U cootams also the athedral whae the Tsars were oowned, 
an iispcnal palace, and the bditana of Ivan the CreaL 
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4#. To Vf/ayaJaksftml PandK' 


In Poland 
en loute to Beilin 
I2.UJ7 


Nan dear, 

We are in iLe Uain going across Pobnd. We ou^t to rach BetUn 
tomorrow morning but an unfortunate cnos^ht is Itlely to ghe us a 
lot of trouble and nc may base to stop at tlic {ronhei. We hs'c 
no fi«h German visas on our passports and it appears that these arc 
rrecessarj’ to enter Germany again. We gave out passports to some 
Russian friends and aslcd them to get the necessary visas. They got 
us the Polish transit h the Russian but apparently ovetlooVed the Ca* 
man, Tlie passports nae returned to ns just b^tt ne left and ue 
had no time to look into them before our departure. This morning 
as we entered Polish temtoiy we found out definitely that ne must 
have Cemun visas also. We wanted to send telegrams (o Berlin & 
Moscow to have instnictions sent to the frontier but none of the sta< 
boos m1l accept them. Tlie people and Ihe orgaoisatioo here ate ^uite 
piinutive and hardly anyone understands anylhingbut Polish. Besides 
they say they cannot send any telegnms beyond Moscow. So ne are 
in a quandary. We are going on to Warsaw and will tty to get visas 
there in the evening but thoe is no chance of success as all offices 
will be closed. What inaLcs matters wane is tliat it is Saturday today 
and Sunday tomorrow. PtobaWy wc shall p oo to the frontier 4 get 
stranded thecel This means tire loss of one day at least vvhich is a 
pity as we might have spent it m Afoscovr. 

Out stay in Moscow was lidicnlously short — just three daysl We 
saw a great deal but naturally ouc impressions are of the vaguest kind 
and ra^er jumbled. A mooOi’s shy might have made us understand 
conditions there a little. What was obvious however was the extra- 
ordinary absence of different classes such as we find in other countries. 
There was very little to separate die President* oE the Soviet Union 

1. f. N. Qinespondence, NAiidU 

2. M, 1. Kainm (187iW46); Xntau iwofctoaaiy and a tc 7 il foDowa of 
Stalin; wai th« bst Chainnui of ttc Ptsdwni of the Supreme Council of 
the tJS.SIt. 1924.46, aud a joeaiha of the Folitbiac, 192146, 
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from the poorest peasant, and flic latter is as ignorant and primitive 
as tire Indian peasant. Tlie President indeed was himself an ordinary 
wother and has only recently heen induc<^ to put on a tic! What a 
comparison between this and the pomp & pageantry of other countries. 
We visited the great opera bouse* — a magnificent building with seven 
tiers of gilded galleries. It was absolutely full. Indeed we were given 
some special scab which 'were put in fte passages for the purpose. 
Instead of an evening dress shoxv audience we saw ordinary woildng 
folk and peasanb in every variety of attire— mostly without ties, many 
in their shirt sleeves without coats even; Tartars in their native cos- 
tumes, long coats witii enormous headgear, Mongols etc. No powder 
and puff elegance, only the relaxation of tired working people. Tire 
show was cxcwdingly good. TTicte were a number of separate tunes, 
songs, dances, ballets and some of ttiem were the best I have seen. 

We had no time to see other Ihcabcs or shows although tickets 
were waiting for us. We went to a cinema though and saw one of the 
numerous films of the revolution. It wus very good. 

Then wc saw the central peasants’ house in Moscow*, with museums, 
reading rooms, lecture rooms and bedrooms for nearly 400. Every man- 
ner of agricultural implement of the latest variet)* wns exhibited; a large 
electrical room show^ the application of electricity to agricnlture and 
domestic use. Free advice on legal matters and agricultural questions 
was given and daily lectures o^aoised. We saw large numbers of 
peasanb feeding in the dining room. 

We were told that there were 550 such peasanb’ houses in North 
Russia alone now and scores of othen in Ukraine, Georgia and Siberia 
etc. 

The electrification of the country is proceeding very rapidly and al- 
ready there are dozens of very power stations scattered all over. 

The industrial workers are of course far better organised than the pea- 
sants. They have their trade union halls Bverywheru where frequent 
lectures are given, fine reading rooms eto. Most of the old palaces of 
the nobili^ are now converted into workers' clubs or peasant’ houses. 
There can be no doubt that the conditions of the peasantry and the 
workers in Russia, in spite of the geneiaV poverty and Vow wages, are far 
superior to those elsewhere. What is more, flirir whole moral stature 
has improved and they look forward with hope and confidence to the 
future. 

We also visited a prison — the b^est in Moscow —meant for the 
serious cases. There wne four hundid prisoners. The prison officials 


5. The Bolshoi Theatre. 
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nuinUtcd SZ iu all froai tlie Head to tlic ]o-aoE uaida. 'llicrc ucic no 
convict tt-jidcn. Owuig la llic appluation of llic 8 hour djy ihc 52 
odicuh wuiLnl in three titdts so t^t atone tune tlictc unc only a1»ut 
17 waideis etc. None uf lliovc, arept one or too at the gale, ncic 
atined. Indeed these few naidaj nac not much in evidence, 'llic 
wlwlc jaJ ttoi more lie a factory inude wiicic textile nucliincty wn 
Moikmg away. Tie tumuls »erc Bntti wages for the work llicy did 
~ 2/ Jill of tiicsc wages were kept m coenc for them Itll the lime of tficar 
release to tliat llicy rniglit liavc some money to start life afresh. Ticy 
were allowed to spend 1/aid of liidr wages by maling any purchases iJiq' 
lied —books, fool, cigaicitej etc. We savr in too of the cells we sort- 
ed radio sets fitted which the convict had paid foe out of Ills wages. No 
spccul dress it worn h) (he couvicb, dcm', we were (old, ate fcttcas or 
hamIculU ever used iniiJe or outside tlic jail Fiisuncts ate not given 
nuiubas hut aic icferted to by name. Tie nuumum sentence of any 
pnsunn in die |ail was ten yatt, liable to reduction if good wotV is done, 
lu lire shoit time at out diiposal it was not possible to go into tire systnn 
llioraughly artd pmbaUy only the toty side was thouT] to ut None" 
liiclos wlat we saw created a very favoucvhl: impicuion. Tie jail was 
ttealed not as a place of punishuicnt but as a pbcc of detention. Indeed 
even tlie name lias been ehaogcd. It u caltol a piuou no longer but a 
place for UuUtiun and unprovanent by woib. Tieie was a bul^t shop 
w the /ad run by a yibono and we saw him shave another convict in 
proper style £nis!iiiig u]i by an ntu d« co/opte spray. Payment was 
nude for Uiis out of lire wages earned by wtnk. Prisoners arc not al- 
lowed to keep mouey; lliey pay by diits and (iie account is kept in 
the jail oiTicc. 

In tiic jad yard we saw a crowd of pnsoners fusing their midday ex- 
cmsc. No wardcis wete in cvidcticc and there was nothing special to 
indicate tluht these people were convicts. In one comer tiierc were ar- 
tangemenU to play Usket ball. 

'I'wo of the men we uw were political convicts. One had been sen- 
tenced (or espionage. He was fiom CzcdiuslovaUa and being a good 
musician he iiad bmi nude music director of tlic jail. Tic other was 
a Russian. He was an aviator in the Red anny and he had deserted 
with his plane and gone over to the Wliile Russians when the latter were 
attacking the Soviets. He was sentenced to death, but lata tliis was 
roinmuted to 10 years. He was employed as an electrician in llic jail. 

U'c were inijtcd to a banqucronc night by an asscMrbtion of senwuls. 
We were asked to go at 10 p.ni. Tie liomc of this association was a 
beautiful villi of a rich mailiant wlio had fled from Ruuu. 'There 
wee fine lulls & paintings. Dinner started at 11.30 pan. Soon afta the 
caviar sp«chcs Ixgan and these went on in various languages n'glit 
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Ihrougli tlic feast— tlic hnguagts being Russian, French, CanaB, 
Spanish, Englisli, Esperanto, Czcdi & pctliaps some others. At 1.15 
a.m. tlic dinner was gradually concluding but the speeches were going 
ibong, and we left. 

We paid an interesting vasit to the Commissariat ol Education and 
wac told how liic problem of illiteracy was being successfully tacUed, 
cien among Uie gtowm-ups. We were shown all nunner of ptiincrs etc. 
in the numerous languages of Siberia & Turlcstan etc. 

Tlicn there wac mc^ngs and a great Congress of the Friends of 
Russia held iu a magnificent ball— where in the old dajs the Tzar used 
to liold his duriurs or do some sncIi tiling. 

We saw the Kremlin — also the Mausoleum of Lenin where Lenin's 
body is kept embalmed for all to see. He lies with his great forehead 
calm and peaceful, satisfied, as it were, with tiie work fic had done. He 
died young, in the early fifties. A ceaseless stream of people passes by 
to look at him and do him tocrence. 

rkmong tliose we met were Lenin’s widow*, who is now an assistant 
Commissar in tlic department oi cduation, Kalinin, the president of the 
Union, Cliiclietin*. Bukharin* and several otlios whose names you are 
not likely to know. But one person who fascinated me was Madame 
Sun Vat Sen. 

She is delightful, looks twenty five and is full of Me and energy. She 
was six )ca5 in an Amcncan University and speaks English irith an 
American accent, but not unpleasant^'. 

Impressions crowd on me but 1 cannot go on. The picture I cany 
away horn Russia is one of admiration for the men who bare accomplish- 
ed so much within a few' years in spite of all tlic disadvantages that one 
can imag^e. We arc always complaining of the poor human material 
we have in India; yet in Russia it is or was no better. 


4. N. K Knipskija (1869-I9}9); Loiut’s wife and coHabouCot 

5. Geetp V&sfl)evicb Cbidiaia. {I872-19>6), Rnoua vtatenm, jsioed 
die Socul Demodabc P»ty in 1^04. war uiested damig die O^ober Reivla- 
boa of 1917; tetunied to Kasna in |a«uiy 1918 as TiotsVys aide aod sooa 
sucxccded biia at foioga coiodusss. IU mrmJuIly pr^iared for the ceco^ 
boo of Soviet Ruuia l)j ibe (keat Poivai, noUbly by die Tieaty of Rapdlo 
in 1922. 

6. N. L Bulihaim, (18S8-1938); Riobaii Comciuaist leader and theorebaaii; 
tool: part m fbe October Revdoboo (1917) and Ixcane a leading figote is 
die Commlon and editor of Piauia. In 1924 be nar made a fuQ tsember of 
the Fohthuio. At £iU ao ally of Staba, he latet difiered from his policy. Is 
1929 he lost his major posts. In 1938 he Tas tried publicly for beason and 
was eiecnted. 
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w more 


Enou^i of Russia. 

I diink I mote <o )ou some ncels ago tfiat \^c shall require kkodi 
clotliing Urlicn ^e land in CcAonfbo and later in Madras. So far as 
Madras is conceded jou could send some doihes & beddings for us with 
any of tlie delegates Vilio mig|it be going there. Beddings are not re- 
qaited in Colombo. Please send (hem to Madras and do not send 
bhaf & gaddas S: otiin bulky articles. As foe clotlte I uaot h Colombo : 
1 pairs of ^jy^aiuds, 1 hirtas, 2 dhotis and 2 lahitc caps— no moie. 1 
hare some things mth me also. These and such things as may be lO' 
quited in Colombo by Kamla, Bet^ & Indu should be sent C/o Hies. 
Cook & Son, Grand Orientaf Hotel Buildings, Colombo. 

Out hbdras address unll be C/o the Reception Committee, Indian 
National Congress. 

We aie appioacliing Warsaw now. U has been snowing all day. 
Moscow was quite warm & pleasant for (lie time of tlie year but father 
had previously come to tlie oonclunon lliat Moscow was a very cold 
place and he uas all (he time oo the defensive against a cold which did 
not odsL 

Please do not forget to inform the Cmigrcss people m Allahabad or 
Eenucs wherever the office of llie U.PJ’.C.C. is to elect all of us as 
delegates to the Madras Congress. Any fees tliat may be necessary 
should be paid. Write to Sima Prasad Gupta about it. 

Love^ 

Your loving brother, 
Jawahar 

You will find all the clothes 1 requite in the things I have sent back. 


49. To Rangaswamy Iyengar' 


Montreaux 

16.11.27 


My dear Rangaswami, 

As we have been travdluig about mcessanBy I have not ^et been able to 
gel the receipt for the £. 100 I paid to fte League rgiinst Impenalum. 


1. AJ.aC. File No. 1Z7, Part I92W^ p. 41M31 NMML. 
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\Vc lia\c icccnd 110 Icttcis for 2 weds. Our short visit to Uussia and 
constant traiclling made it impossible for letters to iollow us. 1 liopc 
lioweier to get tlic receipt soon and to send it to jou. Mcanwliilc I 
enclose a letter 1 received from the Sccrctar}*, League against Imperialism 
sometime ago. According to his request I paid tiiis money to Edo 
Flmtncn. 

t\s I VI rote to you ^vc hope to sail from Marseilles by the Mcssagcrics 
Maiitimcs Steamer Angers on Dec. 2nd. This is done to reach Colombo 
on December 19tli. After a day or two in Colombo we shall proceed 
to Madras. It is not certain yet if fallict will be able to come. Much 
dqicnds on his eases in the Piiv^ Council. ^Vnynvay my wife, sister, 
daughter and I will sail bn December 2nd. 

I shall be obliged if you will nuke some amngetnents for our itay in 
tlic Congress camp. I sliall wire to you from Colombo our time of 
anival in Madras. 

Om visit to Russia was very short but nonetheless cwcctUngly inter- 
csttn|. 


Yours v'cry sincerely, 
Jawabatlal Nelini 
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Foreword 


llicsc stticles were contributed to ^3iiotu ncvi^pers in India. Moit 
of tiictn appeared in the ifiniu (rf Abdns, the one on 'Education' sp- 
fxared in Your^ India, and some have appeared in other papers. I am 
luring than issued in bock fonn utth coi^derablc haibtian. I realise, 
more perhaps duui the avaage leada, theu: dehciCDCUs and how dis- 
jointed and sketchy tliey arc. Soine of dwin, may [ confess it, wac 
ratten in railway trains, and all hare been sandwiched into the inbn-als 
between otiier activities which absorbed most of my timt 1 am also 
fully aware that it requires a person o( considerable knowledge and some 
courage to w-ntc about the oomplex and ever changing conditions ot 
Soviet Russia, I claim no such Lixmler^e ai>d tliougb I may possess 
tlie habit of nulling in v>hae wiser people feat to tread, I do not claim 
to lay down the law about Russia or to dogmatise about an) thing that 
has tiappened time. I. have found Hie study of Soviet condiBons an 
absorbing one, and from tlie aumetous enquiries that I ha\B received, it 
IS clear that many otliers buriga for informaiion abrmt them. Ihu 
patchwork series of articles, with man}' cmussions and repelitinirs, based 
on a little personal Vnoivlcdgc and mote on the reading of books, inll 
hardly satisfy that hunger. Bat perhaps it ituy answer a feiv quEStioss 
and point to those who uhh to pursue the subject luitliei, the path of 
fuUa knowledge. Hence my temerity nr oRetir^ this httle book to the 
public.^ 

WoodiQw Wihuti 111 Ins addicss lu Uie Congicv on December 17tb, 
Wi7 said*. "You catch with me tlie\«ees at hamani^ that ate in Hve 
air. Tliey grow daily more audibk, more articulate; more comprehen- 
sive, and th^ come from &c hearts of men ev^whcie". To the stu- 
dent of modem Russia it K thoe nnca ot Iiumanity Qiat come, the cry 
nf the nndislirguished masses, ever louder and more jnsutent, and it 
seems to him &at echoes answer from every counhy. A war weary 
world heard these voices in 1917. Proident Wilson heard them. Out- 
hmi^ bis famous Fourteen Points (ala^ where are they now!) he re- 
ferred to the peace pailgs between Soviet Rustia and Germany, and 
said: " Tlie Russian representatives have msisted, very justly, very wisely, 
and in the true spirit of modem democracy, that the conferences fiiey 
have been holding with tire Teolonic and Turlisb statesmen, should be 
held with open, not closed, doors. And all' the world has been audience, 

1. Puit published by Lab Ram Maban td, Uonernty Read, Altihabad, ia D«em- 
bn 1926. 
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as tlicy desired. . . . Tlicrc is, moicover, a \oicc calling for the defini- 
tions of principle and of purpose wWcli is, it seems to me mote tliril- 
ling and mote compelling llwn any of the more moving soices with 
which tlic troubled ait of the world is filled. It is tlie voice of tlie 
Russian people. . . . Tlicy call to »$ to say what it is we desire, in what 
if in aiijtliing oui purpose and sjririt differed from theirs; and I believe 
that the people of the United Stales would wish me to respond with 
utter sincerity and fianVntss. \VbctliCT dveit present Icadas believe 
it or not it is cor heartfelt dcute and hope tiiat some nay may be 
opened whereby we may be privileged to assist Uie people of Russia to 
atbin their utmost hope of liberty and ordered peace''. And the sixth 
of tlie Fourteen Points was to be tlie add test for the powers. 

"The cvacuabon of all Russian territory and such a scttlrancnt of all 
questions aEceting Russia as will secure Uie best and freest cooperation 
of the other nations of the world in obtaining for her an unemlanassed 
and unhampered opportunity for Uic indcpcivdcnt determination of hn 
own political and national polk)*, and assure her of a sincere welcome 
into the society of free natmns unda institutions of her ow-n dsoosing, 
and, more than a welcome, assistance of every kind that she may need 
and may herself desire. The treabneirt accorded Russia by her sister 
nations in the months to come will be the add test of their good-will, 
of their appceciadou of her needs as distinguished from dieir own 
interests, and of their inldligerrt and unselfish sympathy”. 

These were generous words. But even the author and his own coun- 
try failed to live up to them. And hi^oiy shovvs us the result of this 
acid test and how the “sister nations’' have, instead of giving sympaRiy 
and goodwill, ceaselessly sought to hamper and destroy the new Russia. 
Today, ten yean after &e war, how far we are from an open diplomacy 
can be seen horn the recent seaet Anglo-French Naval Fact But 
Russia has survived because she bad the “vtmccs of humanit/' wifli 
her. 

I am grateful to the editon of the various periodicals in which these 
articles have appeared for their courteous peiuuss'ioa to print them. 1 
am specially grateful to the editxus of the Hindu and Young India. 
At die iasistence of my fiknd, die pnl^isher, some Olustratioiis of his 
choosmg have been included.^ Ibey bear little relation to the text, but 
they may perhaps be appreciated by some of those who are venture- 
some enough to possess themsdves of a copy of this book. 

AiiABABAD Jawahailal Nehru 

October 10, 1928 


2. Not iacloded bee. 


SO\TET RUSSU 


t. Thd rascinailon of Russia' 


Since my refom ftom Europe ( Iia\c ficqucotly been asked about Rusaa. 
On Use sttcisgUi of a scry brief \isit to M^ow 1 base been bcaied 
almost as an expert on Russia and aQ mannet of rjucsions lust been 
put to me, often to my great embamssment ^\^len asked lo speak, 
specially at student gatiicrings, tbe subject u^gested lias almost invari- 
ably been Sosiet Russia. In spile, boncser, of limited knowledge of flic 
subject, I luvc gladly icsponded, fbt 1 have welcomed tills spirit of 
cn^uii)' and this interest in a country which has many points of con- 
tact wilh ours, and which lias burich^ on one of the mightiest esperi- 
mcnb in Imtoty. All (!ie world is watching her, some with fear and 
hatred, and oflicts wifli passiorulc hope and the longing to follow in 
her lafli. 

It is dilHcult to feel indidercnt towards Rusua, and it is still more 
dilScuIt to judge of her achievements and her bilure impartially. She 
is today too much of a lire wire to be tovclicd without a violent 
reaction, and those wlio write about iicr can seldom avoid superlatives 
of praise or denuiioadon, Mudi depends on the angle of vision and 
the philosophy of life of the observer; much also on the prejudices 
and pre-conccivcd notions which he brings lo his task, flut whichever 
view may be right no one can deny (he bscinabon of this stnnge 
Eurasian country of the lumincr and sidle, ulicre wotkis and peasants 
sit on flic flucHiu of the mi^ty and upset (he haf-bid schemes of mice 
and men. 

For os in India (he fascirution a even greater, and even our sdf- 
intercst compels uS to understand the vast forces which have upset the 
oM order of things and brought a new world into easlence, where values 
have changed utterly and oU standards have given place to new. We 
are a conservative people, not ovci^ond of change, alwajs trjing to forget 
out present misery and degradation in vagoc fancies of out glonous past 
and an immortal civilisation, But the past is dead and gone and our 
immortal civilisation does not hdp us greafly in solving the problems 
of today. If we desire to find a solution for lliese problems wo shall 
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have to \cntiirc foilli along new atcnucs ol thooglit and search for 
new methods. 'Hie notld chaogej and tlic ttiilhs of jcstciday and the 
day hcfoTC may he singiilatly inapplicabk today. We ha^c to follow 
the line of life in its m‘ci->at)mg cunes and an attempt to adhere rigidly 
to an outworn creed may tale m oil at a tangent from this cut\c of 
life and lead us to disaster. 

Russia tlms interests us because it may ficip us to find some solution 
for the great problems which face tlic nwld today, ft interests us sped' 
ally because conditions tlicrc love not been, and ate not even now, vet)’ 
dissimilar to conditions in India. Both are vast agricultural ccuntncs 
with only the beginnings of indiistfuUsalion, and both have to face 
poverty and illltcrac)'. If Russia fitids a $atis[.ictory solution for these, 
our work in India is made easier. 

Russia again cannot be ignored by us, because she is our neighbour, a 
powerful neighbour, which may be friendly to us and ctwpcrale witfi 
ns, or may a thorn in our side. In cilliu event we Iravc to Imow 
her and understand her and slwpc our policy accordingly. Tlie bogc)’ 
o! war with Russia is ever with us. In the dajs of the Tar wx were 
told that Russian iinpaialisni vxanlcd an outlet to Our sea; now that 
tlic Tar has gone we are warned against tire insidious altcmpts of com* 
munists to subvert a peaceful and wclf-oidcred woild. Ihc old political 
rivalry between England and Russia continues, whoever may occupy 
the scats of power in Wliiichall or in Moscow or Pehograd,* How 
far must India inherit this rivalry or be made to suffer from it? 'Hicrc 
are mmoucs and alamis of war and tbc problem is an urgent one for us. 

It is right tlicicfotc that India should be eager to learn more about 
Russia. So far bet infotmaiion has been largely derived from subsidued 
news agencies inimical to Russia and Uic most fantastic stories about her 
base b^ circulated. Tlic qoestion most frequently asked me has been 
about the alleged nationalisation of women 1 Ihc most prolific sup- 
pliers of news about Russia have been tlw Riga correspondents of British 
and other newspapers. A writer in the Ndy York Nation described 
recently how Riga correspcmdcnls ate made. 

He wTote as follows: 

“The first tune I served as a Riga corre^ondent was in London. An 
Editor made a correspondent of me bv' pving me an editorial leader 
clipped from one of the morning papers. He instracted me to re-cast 
part of it in the fonn of a dispatch and dale it from Riga. Tlie editorial 

2 . F21&01U alv in Rnuia, ^^lutcd at Ac nwolH ot the iiver Koa. Founded by 
Peter the Great as St. Peterdwg, il s now hiown as Leningisd. 


382 



SOMTI BCSSIA 


was one tesievsing in some ddail the pctnidous activities of the Third 
International I must has'C rc-wntlcn it rather well, for later I was en- 
trusted with oUier tasVs of the same delicate nature, I became the 
paper’s r^lar Riga conespondent -w "from our' own correspondent”, 
as they lie to say in Fleet Street 

"A j-ear later I was in Paris and attached to a ncs-spaper there. And 
in Paris 1 found tn 3 'self again a Riga correspondent The work was 
toofold now. There were Fitnch journals and English journals to re- 
write. All of them, including the one in London svhich formerly em- 
plo)cd me, seemed to boast Riga eorrespondents. In all their dispatches 
there were revelations — Bolshevist atiodties*, Chela* executions, Soviet 
economic difficulties*, dissatisfactiOD the people with the Government 
As in London, this material was turned over to me; and out of the 
mass another composite Riga conespoodent was bom. 

“\Vliene\-er I Uiink of Riga now I do n« visualize a city, but a news- 
paper office— old desks, paste pots, shcon, ^peviriters, waste paper. Riga 
is a newspaper office city. It may have a gecgraphic location, For all 
I know it may be popubted with individuals absorbed in thdr own 
aSairs; eating wcIL sleeping welL draming of owning automobiles. You 
cannot prove it by me. Ooce, in a moment of inexcusable curiosity, I 
went to the trouble of huntmg up R^ in tiie Encjcl^paedia BnYsnmes, 
That fount of cuneot mfonnation docriUs it as a thriving port on die 
Baltic Sea, from which agricultural products, chiefly oats, are exported 
to Engbn^ Obviously, it was an old edition of the £nc}-clopaedia. 
By this time the tumours far outnumber the oats. 

"If dries ever receive decorations for signal service, the Western world 
should confer prime honours upon Riga. By its mere existence as a 
four-letta word used for a dispatch date-lme it has served as a barrier 
against the plots of the Sovieb, thus keeping sacred and inviobte the 
idealism of Wcslem Europe. Riga defends the world against the in- 
sidious propaganda of the Sovkls. Red lies break against its intrepid 
front” 


i. Bolshnism rm Ikeateaed by broga ntenoboo, prolonged Ci\il war and 
Sequent risings and plots. & (he Bdshev-ib adopted nitbles toeasiaes b> 
toot oot oppootma. 

4. Tbe senet police set up by ibe Bobheifti afta tbe Revoluboa of 1917. 

5. The Bolvhevila rtm the onl but donog tliose three jeas flie etnnomy 
wUapwd, fotdgo trade virt«a% ceased as a lesoll of the AlLed bloiiade, and 
tboe was widespread famine. 
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2. The Journey’ 


Wc had been invited the Society foi Cultural Relations avilh 
Foreign Countries to \bit hloscow during the tcntli annisetsaty* celebra- 
tion early in NoNcmbcr, 19Z7. A scry large number of invitations had 
been issued to men and women in all countries — not only to com- 
munisU but to many professors, scientists and distinguished individuals. 
1 believe between seven and eight hundred persons responded to Urese 
invitations, Our own visit was decided upon at the last moment as 
\vc had bttlc time to spare and the journey to Moscow was a long one. 

Wc went from Berlin and croued the whole of Pobnd. It was an 
unevcrvtful and dreary journey. Poland loolcd a desolate and dismal 
country-. Escept for Warsaw, tiic stations were small wa)5idc buildings 
widi \cxy few houses in the neighbourhood. Our German conductor 
in the bain had tlic supremest corvtcinpt for Poland and all things 
Polish. For him civilisation ended at die German frontier and tlie 
Poles were a baibarous people. It may be however that tlic cheerless 
aspect of the country was due to the season; it was tlic b^inning of 
winter. But even winter could not Irave made much difference to an 
industrial country, and from what wc could sec from the train there 
were few evidences of industrialism. 

We reached the Russian frontier at Niegeroloje on the night of 
November 7, 28 hours after leaving Berlin. Just before our arrival we 
were visited in oui compartment by a Russian officer in charge of tlie 
customs. He ashed us if we were gang to the celebrations as guests, 
and assuring himself of riiis, he told us not to worry about our lu^age 
as he would tahe charge of it, Wc were excused the customs examination. 

The frontier station was all beSagged and decorated. There were red 
Bags everywhere, and the Soviet ecnblem — the hammer and the sicUe. 
There were also pictures and busts of C^nih and other readers, if was 


1. Pir^t publiUied u an vbde >n The Hindu, 7 Apcil 1928 

2. The events which led to the Rusaw Revolutioo and the seixuie of power by 
the BoUheviU occuntd on 7 Novemba (25 October by the old Calendar) 
1917. 
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Ihc aanivautj- djy. juil lot yean aflcf Hjc BolshmVs seized power, 
and all Russia was cticbraling it 

W'c lud aficady bten out dinner but tlic jtttion staff produced Urge 
quantities of food and, alter llic Indian fasliion, would have no refusal. 
\\'« Itad to coinjily v.itli 0«it uashes. We Had some diETjculty in eom- 
muiiicatitig with each oUict as llic only Curopcan languages v\c could 
CTpicss ouisehcs in were Englob and rrenth. The station staff Incw 
no KngUili wUatestr and emxdinjty little ricnch. Scsetal Incv Ccr- 
nun well. (JitiinatcJy a person was pioductd wlio could speak a little 
Ficncli and he berainc emr mtciprcter. We lud quite a hllle (unction; 
a spall of welcome wis made to whkh 1 had to ttspond btieSy. 
About a score of sillagcr: were present — men, women and diddrcn — 
and UuT took grot intncvt in tfic piocccdingt. PaiUy tfiis may fuse 
been due to the s.cru of iny wife and sister. We were then taken 
round the room and tlic pictures and posters were capbmed to us and 
we lud oiu iirst apcncnce of Lenin worship. Cvery roariion of Lain 
brought a rapt cxpicssioii on the fates oi those pnsent. Out whole stay 
a( tilts httle u3)S<dc station resembled nothing so much, as my father 
tcnuiLcd at tiie time, as a visit of a Congress deputation to 3 stiull 
town or Village during (he noncoopention days. 

From N'l^ciolojc we travelled in the Russian tnin. Our berths had 
been teservd by our Iiosis and we lud a very comfortable journey. 
Tlicie li only one class iii Russii but tiicy' have some spccul sleeping 
can and we luJ been piovidcd with these. We travelled the wliole 
fligbl and Ihc gccalu pait of the nat day, arriving at Moscow tiio nnt 
aflnnoon. All the stations tn routo were decorated with flags and 
pictures in honour of the annlvauiy. Tlic men and women and chil- 
dren we saw at the sbtions weie wcQ clad and most of tfion lud ^eat 
coats itailiing to tlicir ankles and 1% Rusdan boots up to llic Iciccs. 

At Moscow we found representathts of the Cultural Society to greet 
us as well as a number of Indun young men whom we did not know. 
Mr. S. ). Sakbtvala, who lud pieced «s Iqr a few dajs, was also llicrc. 
We were taken to tire Grand Hotel de Mosnw in tlic Place dc la Revo- 
lution, a large building wiUr many oidcnccs of former grandeur and 
luiury, Cut evidently these signs of giandcuT did not St in with tbe 
present regime and were mostly covered up, 

Our frit /crJing of ^jcst fljret III^ we had not come a day or 
two earlier, llic real anniversary cclclmlion had taken place the day 
before and we had missed it. Tins ewsufed of a niarcfi past the Lenin 
mausolcuni of over a million troops and workers and children drawn 
from every part of Russia. Kalmin, the peasant President of the Russian 
Union, and still a peasant in hb appeaniK* in spite of Iiis high ciHcc, 
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bad taken the march past From caHy morning till night liad fallen 
tiic march past continued to tiic strains of the Inlctnationale*, the 
workers’ andiem; first Uic troops of all lands and then rcprcscnbtiscs 
from factories and colleges and schools, and towns and villages. Work- 
ers and peasants, men and women and children, forty deqj, went by, 
with banners fljing, liads hyi and full of entliusiasm. Effigies tlicrc 
were of Chamberlain and Brund* and Baldwin®, some of tlrcm very 
cimer, One of tlicse showed Cliambcrbin wedged in a sickle with tire 
hammer falling on his head. Finally, l«3g after night had fallen, the 
Cossack canlry made a magnificent clutge at btcak-ncck speed right 
across tlic great Red Square*. Sodi were the accounts that we heard, 
and the more we licard them tlic more wa regretted having missed this 
magnificent spcctade. 


5. A tr.elutioni:j li>wo composed by Eugene Poilia in 1871. 

i. Aruiide Bcisnd (lg6M912): rtcnik stateaun. Setneo) 1909 and 1929 be 
beaded about a doun go\tm(neQts. As waitiine Prime Miftister (October 1915- 
March 1917), he Ucled vigsur. but as lorcign mbbta &osi 192S to 1932 Iis 
«ai tbe chief archiiect of the UicafiK) Part {1921} a&d the KelloggBrUDd Pact 
(192S). He «as a ptonloent Sgme in the League of KabooL tie shared the 
1926 Nobel Peace True with Gustav Sbesemann. 

5. Slasley QaUnia (lS67-t9't7); Consavalixt pobbriao aod Fricae Minuts 
1923-24. 1924 29 and 1915-37. 

6. The Red Square, beside the Krogdin. 


3. Impressions of Moscow* 


The streets were full of people, mostly on fooL There woe crowds 
everywhae, overflowing from the pavements to the middle of the streets, 
but they were orderly crowds db^ing the law of the road and passing 
on ceaselessly without any jams or Iwld-ups. The police, or rather the 
nubtiamen, as they are called, seemed to control the traffic w ell. Their 
task was not so difficult as it is in other great cities, as the vehicular 
traffic was not great. There were many electric trains and motor buses, 
all crowded, and tarh and private cats, but altogether they made a poor 
show as compared with flic vast munbeis to be seen in Paris or Berlin 


1. Pint published as an aihcle n The aRiu. 4 July 1928. 

586 



WlTST iVSSU 


ot tendon. I'tolubly Uic crwdi ttcie greater llaa usual ouing to the 
taith innivtnatj- ctlchnlionj of ihe Smict Republic. 

ITic City uas bcilagjcri anii dctoraicd foi tfioc celebrations. There 
'^as Uic ted Dag c\-«jMhac and the sign ot the lummrr and sidle, 
tiie symbol ot the nilc of the tabouict and tlic peaunL Lenin's picture 
'las otten dbpbjcd, and the figure X tquesenting llic ten jean ot the 
fepabhe Ms also ftequait^- seen. M night tlicrc wee iHummatiow 
silo'll ing o5 these dccoratioiu and signs, and c\a» the electric bulbs 
Mere usually led. Hie colour ted is dear to the Russian ~ e\cn apart 
from its tcsoluhonaiy jignifeance. The Ruuian uotd for it mans Iwfli 
red and baufifiif, and (he facnoiu Red Squoic in .^foscow, iluti'ng the 
Krciulin, "itli Lenin’s nuusolcum on one side of it, was so called cs-cn 
before llie icsolution. 

Tlic first impression of Moscow is almost that of any* giat city, and 
)tl as one ptwtcds Jidcrcncci arc noticed, and one am's'CS at the con- 
clusion dial htoscow stands apait front llie cities of the West. It is 
bcautifufwilh its mmtEticrablegcdJen domes and wide squarsand bnxid 
SiKCts. It is tnU of chuidics ~ some one told us that Uicic used to 
be of them. Some of (he b^cc ones ha't been comoted into 
Riuscums but uimt of tliem are still open to (lie faithful. The Smset 
Cavemment doer rot cncouiagc in any way clmrch-goiag or ref^bn. 
Indeed tlicse ate organisations which cany on a sigoious anti-ieVigious 
propagaridA and education it uhoily Kcoiar. Bet dicre are no Rsto'^ 
tions in llie way of people going to churches, and large numbers, speci- 
aily from die coimtiystdc, slid viiit Ihrm. R^bt nnr the Xro&lin is 
an andent chapel dedkated to llie \'iigin Maiy, and its reputed Iioliacss 
attracts people from far. We saw nunds, diicOy uomm, going io. 
There it no one to stop them, but none who pass tliat way an fail to 
see an inscription on an adjobing wall. In Urge letters, which stand 
out, is pscn a famous saying of i^I Man: Ttcligion is llie opium 
of tlic people". 

N'o city in the West pcilups offers such a satiety of costume and had- 
gar as Moscow. I’aris b supposed to Ik flic greatest intemaflonal 
centre of Luropc. One comes across people Fioirt all countries tlicrc, 
but they are all in the standatd costume ^ the West, almost the sole 
exception being Indian women. wl» continue to wear thdr sen's. Cut 
ill Moscow <\sia peeps out from c»ny corner, not ttopial Aria but 
the Asia of flic wide steppes and the ci^ legioiis of the North and East 
and centre. It has hasy boots on and every variety of long coat and 
liat. I'coplc have grown accustomed to thrae varicb'cs and eccentricities 
of attire and pay little attention to Ibcin. Even the sinw of my wife 
and sister, unusual as they were ui Moscow, attracted less JttentKin (here 
than in Berlin or Paris. 
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But tlie real clangc one noUccs in Moscow, and wliich grows on one 
with every day's st3y, is in the atmosphere and the \ci>’ air of tlic pbcc. 
'Flic contrasts betuten atreme hi’cuiy and poscrly ate not \-isibIc, nor 
docs one notice the hiciatchy of class or caste. E\cr)onc, svhether he 
is a porter at the jailway station or a ivaitcr in a restaurant, is a’toscimir 
— comrade — and a addressed as such. Ment or status is not fudged by 
wealth or by the largeness of the salary. We were told tliat the highest 
salary paid to the manbers of the communist party — and all tlic Iiigh 
ofHcials belong to this parly — is 225 roubles a month, equivalent to 
about Rs.300. Tlie President of Uic Russian Union gets tliis salary 
and probably his clerk gets something not much less, tlic only difference 
being that tlic President will luvc some rooms to lire in, a motor car 
for his use, and some other facilities. Tlie peasant from the village or 
tlic labourer horn tlic factory visiting the President will meet him as 
if he was one of ha own class, only clcvcict and mote capable, and will 
address him as (ovoruh. 

Most of die motor cars to be seen were either lasis or cars belonging 
to the State or to organisations — soviets, bade unions, CD-operadves, 
factories, big Erms, etc. Private cats, belonging to individuals, were not 
in evidence at all. 

There were big shops and stores, oubvardly resembling the shops of 
otlicr cities. Tlie big shops wao alt the property q{ State, only 
the smaller ones belonging to individuals. There were also street hauk< 
ers trading in petty articles. Ccneially Uie goods displaj-ed in tlie shops 
were simple and modest and had no pretensions to fashion or smartness. 
Thae were none of the daialicj of the Rue de Rivoli or of Bond Street®. 
People in the sheets and indeed everywhere were clad regardless of fas- 
hion, many nithout Collars or ties. Many of them of course could not 
afford to buy anything eqaemn-e. Bnt apart from the question of ex- 
pense it was considered a bourgeois ^ing to waste time and money on 
clothes. 

Some of the big squares had loud speakers which gave tho news of 
die day and concerts and probably pohtical speeches from hme to time 
to convert the wavaeis and those in dmibt. The communist does not 
miss a chance to ^ve his^ojncl to the wnild- 
We visited the State Opera House. It is a magnificent building, bmit 
in the Tsar’s time, with seven golden tiers one over the other. In the 
days of the Tsai it was the mating place of wealth and fashion. The 
audience we saw was very diffcrtnt. ’ITjc house «as full to overflowing 
vnth people m their worka.day athre, Sometimes without coats and b 

2 . A stroct 10 the VV «t C «etl blown for its fashuniable diops. 
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tlicic shirt sicacs, llicrc was no attcn^t al sinajhicss or drawing up 
for the occasion. TIrcic were all liomeli looting folk— intellectuals and 
worJ-erj and [feasants, widi a fair sprinkling of childtcn. Tlic peiforra- 
ance, wliicli ctmsislal of dancing and singing and ballets, wss cirecd- 
iogl)' good and was tlioiougliiy appsttiated by the audience, wliicli insis- 
ted on cncoro. A little bo> and girl, not more than ten yars of age, 
danced dgliglitfully, Hie piindpal ilnn Ixnsncr was the dance of a 
s^tar pafomia of 'I'saiist cbjs, now a woman of 60 but loolii^ luidly 
> 0 . She danced amazingly Altogclbcr, from tlic pwnt of \ie;v of 
Ixauly and ait, it was a sliow diGicuU to beat anywhere in lire noild. 

U'e also \-ui(cd a cinema show and saw a icsolutionaiy film called 
(he Last Dii}s of ftfrogred, Tire ftnssuns arc famous for the beauty 
and artistic accllcncc of ibtif films, but unhappily nc in India base no 
opportunities of seeing llion. We base a smfeit of the gotgireus but 
stupid and inioc productioas of ftoUywood in Amelia. Tlic film «« 
saw sirowcl tlic conhut between Inniiy and misery in tlie days of lire 
'isar, and (lien (lie ghasliy scares of ibe war. flic dminfall of Uic 
Tai^, H« Kermsky gmemment*, and die fight for po\scr beb'cen 
die Oolsberiks and KactisV)*, ending witU Lenin’s vkbij*, were shown 
iciy dfiretncly. It naa 3 scry powerful and stfiring film and its propa- 
ganda saiuc must be immense. 

We sisited lire museum of the Resolotion housed in a building which 
Has ihc Tngluh Club’ house in iddcn days — meaning thereby that it 
was an Englislt type of club and not a club confined to Eagbshmen. 
Thac wac many interesting things ta the museum but cn the whole 
we wac raUicr disappointed wttb ih We saw abo an ait gallciy and 
Hue specially inicicstcd in finding pictures in it from Asiatic Russia- 
TurJjstan, etc. 

Due iu influiwa, iood tbcutacs icd poor imrile astun; the Etusrun beeps a 
(eiulution breU out u> Kiusm cm 12 Manb 1917. U a result of wlucii Tsar 
Kirholas tl abstiold. 

lilt abicatioii d Tsar NKbclas 11. W to the kHu^ up el tbs Prosusonal 
Gmunmmt uadci Prince L«», tot hu pobey ol oinhnuin| the v.3i e&rt was 
opposed l)j- (he wkiets of woikw* and sai^ The PreruioMi Goiemnicnt 
HJi itvipmsul in Maj' let lepbccd a Jo^ W17 br a oew one, beaded 
ty Kctoislj. 

5. A. F. KucEily, Ruwan poiilioan, » it(»t.cnWi>e of tie modeafs Labour 
in tlHs loiutli Duma, he [W*d 0* Sooaltst Re'uluOwiujt party alta the 
f'cUuaty Rtiolubon of 191?; haame Uuusler of JusUic; tin* Wat 
Mnaiet and finally Prime Mmtslo (Jrf» WITJ la the fto/uKaal Gosem- 
went He Has wept out of office hj flie Bobbesils m Nmanlo 1917, Acd 
to Pins and later migrated to the Vmted StaicL 
6- Kncasly (aitJ (o curb the po»ii>g power of the DoMevils On 7 Noicmber 
1917 tlic laita oiertlnew Kcenskj'i tieal. iqprne and cstabLshed a Soviet 
govcmmoit beaded by die Ccuwol of Pcopla' Ccnuiussats. 
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Tlie magnificent Nobles’ Hall of Tsarist dajs has now been converted 
into the Trade Union Hall. The ‘Congress of the Friends of Russia 
was held in tliis hall. It is one of the finest halls 1 have seen. 

The Kiemlm with its stately bmldii^ and domes was of course visit- 
ed by us, We did not go inside the Tsar’s old palace or any other 
building except to pay a short viat to Kalinin, the President of the 
Union. He lived in two or three rooms, simply flimished, with no 
evidence of luxury or ^andeut. 

The revolution has dranged many things in Russia but it has not 
changed the drosAy. This is a pnmitive conveyance, a kind of four- 
wheeled licUhaw, drawn by a horse. Why anyone should use this 
ancient method of locomotion it was difficult to imagine. There was 
room for only one person in it or at most two thin persons, and the 
speed it went rarely exceeded ^ miles per hour. 

Tlie revolution has also not succeed^ so fat in putting down beg- 
gmg in the streets, We were often accosted by beggars, sometimes by 
young women with babes in flieir arms. The communists told us tliat 
tliis was much less than it used to be but it was difficult to wean the 
beggars from their age-long habit cd b^ing. 

Our stay in Moscow was too short for us to see much. But, short as 
it was, it was enough to make us feel the fascination of this beautiful 
City.' We came away with regret and with the desire to see again its 
golden domes shining in the sun, and its streets and squares full of 
Strange peoples from Hast and the West 


4. The Soviet System^ 


Tlie Soviet system has become so much identified with Bolshevism and 
Russia tlial it is difficult to think of it apart from them. Yet it is con- 
ceivable that it may exist, or lathcr that its outward structuro may exist, 
witliout communism. One of flic fugUive exgtand dukes of Russia, 
who considers himself tiic li^tful Tsar of Russia and who still clings 
to a lingering hope that he mi^t one day instal himself in the Kremlin, 
sbtccl some time ago that he approved of it and would continue it 
minus of course the communism. But for all practical purposes we 
might consider it as synonymous wiHi the present regime in Russia, 

1. Fun pubUied u an aibcle » Thi IJtndu, 19 Ma> 1928. 
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The Soviet idea was prabbiy first oiiliiticd in 18H, by James Smith*, 
one of the leaders of Uic Cram! Kational Consolidated Trade Union’, 
started by Robat Ouen* in Ertgjand. fn 1W7 was issued the famous 
Communist Manifoto* of Man and Engels*, wbidi is conadered to 
be the patent of present day communtHiu Mcady a generation later, 
w 1871, Paris had its brief and tragic spell of tire Commune’. Louis 
r^ugustc BUnqui*, tlic father of the Commune, dearly advocated a 
temparary dictalorship of tlie predetatiat during a revolutionary period. 
Blanqui himself was put in prison the day bdoic tlie Commune was 
clcclafcd in Paris, and largely owing to his enforced absence anti the 
lack of efficient Icadaship, tlic Cmmnunc fell, drowned in lire blood 
of tliitly thousand Parisians. hIio hoc mcrolessly sbughtered by 
Tliicts’ and his generals. ’I'oday only tlic memory of it temsins, but 
it is a living and a vivid mcmoi)-. And the trail in tlic Pere Lacliaise’* 
cemetery in Patis-'ia iiuir ties Jedcres— wlicre the communanls w!io 
bad been taken prisoners were omod dowm by machine guns, has 
become a place of pilgtlmage for the communists and socialLsts of the 
world. 


2. (l801<lSS7)i diced wioui sodslul fiioivli, uhiiiimbI/ Vemu u Slivybad 
Smtli (ton hu purad Tht SfixpbtiJ, editor o( Tbe Famly llftli, l8lt-lS57. 
i, Tbe leadsn o( the Tnde (/ruoo noveneDt n iji^bnd woe ago id tmsg 
all the wotLitig tan is (be cwntay oto a uagje unea » (bat aa eSective 
gctioai strike mi^t be vgacued. I* tSH (tar eSorti (ukuDatd ia (be 
(ermaiMn oi (be Ciaed Kiinaal Coasobdald Trade Uaion uods tbe prtsS- 
deucy ef Robot Oaoi. 'Ibe oyanaCD^ bmevo, faded. 

1 (177M858)j Bntish Utopian sowhsl. bid to unplaacal bit tiaris bj 
cstaUubiag soculut cobaies in Lancarbu^ (lanitubiie and Anenez. 

S. Diafld b; bUn and Engeli nd GnI pubtubd in Cssun in Lcikiaa la 
rebiwiy 1818, toMins (be batic documnt of afauabaml Comnimisia. 
d. Fiiolncb Cnselt (1820 1895 ); wcuta »ncer tai IMaat tneod of iCuJ Mbs, 
wlh Mliom he eollabeialcd w »n«wc «MnT 0“ naalmn. 

7. Alta die defat cl rtan« in ibc rhnwc-Piuaun War, fte new rteoeb re- 
gime acctpled the pa« tains, nbicb adiKbl ibe catiy of Geman troops 
into Pais. Tliu wu biltaly icsentrd and W to rwts »ad Uie sectmi up trf s 
cental commtlee Mar* IMl), olbiig its* die Commutie. m eraub- 
Csn of Lbe (aobindcwiliiatol AssenWy <i 179J. ll wm nipprosed Vj, Oie 
Govanmeat afta m «eds of figlbaj- 


( 1 W) 518 $ 1 ), Fittcli tevoluiBOjiy ibcnla. 

I. Lduii Adobhe TUxt (1797-1877); Frwdi sUtewiin Alta the drfet of 
Fiance m the rtaaco-Pnissun Wa (IS79-7I) be ebosen chief Exccabve cf 
Ibe Pfovuional Fneument Soon alta, be baooe the Pieideal of the Re- 
public. Vrtich post be he!d fw tw» jm, 

I, A uellbiiown cmeby IscaKd betneea MenilnnmUat and the Place de la 
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During the revobb'on of 1905**, in Russia, the Sonet s>-stem already 
toot definite shape. It grew and developed and clrangcd continuously, 
till it found itself firmly cslabltsbaJ io the seats of pouer in 1917. 
Its growth became rapid after the Bolshevik levolution, and it has since 
been continuously adapting itself to dranging conditions. 

Tljo main characteristic of the Soviet system is its open recognition 
of tlie fact Uiat society consists of different social groups or classes, 
each with different economic mleresfs. So long as this condifa’on lasts, 
e\ay government must express flic relative importance and strengtli 
of fltese social classes. The lor^ course of history is interpreted as a 
conflict between these different social groups or classes. \y'e thus have 
wliat is called flie economic inteipretahoo of history, or historic 
materialism. In each historic period, we are told, there is a dominat- 
ing class, and the interests of other ela$^ arc only considered in so far 
as they sene to prolong or strengthen this domination. But this domi- 
nation of one cl^s over the olhen is sddom, if ever, clearly and openly 
expressed io the form of government It is disguised in various wav's 
to delude those who arc exploited by it, and, where changes are slow, 
flie dominating class creates aa impression of eternal rights and duties, 
to safeguard Its own interests. As society changes and newer and higher 
forms of the economic and social sbuciurc develop, new classes 
venting this development come to the front. These classes gradually 
get the upper hand over those older ones which had become obstacles 
to furtlier development. 

The dominabog class controls the culture and education and the 
laws and customs of tiie people but it alwajs covers up its cl^s charac^ 
ter, specially when a new elks bq;in$ to resist and to demand its own 
rigljts. Ereri present day * demoaac/, according to the commmisti, 
is a form of gov^mment based on class domination, although it seels 
cleverly to cover its class character. It is not in reality a social or 
human donocracy. Its essential characteristic is to split up society 
into a number of individuak wifli the Seflon of er^uality, and to organise 
tire dominating class into a formidable capitalist state against which 
individuals or divided groups are powerless. Its class diameter can be 
seen when efforts arc made to organise other classes. Our present day 
democracies then ruthlessly suppress all such organisations. 


U. in 190J. as Russu suffaerf rmncs m llie war against fapan. a wia of 
stuUcs and wulinics led to ttic £nt levahibOD of 1905 Its onl) itsults vvae 
the tempoiaiy grant of some aril and tbe esUblisbmeDt of a omsoltativ'e 
Dunu. 
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llic SoMcb’* in Ruuia from the lor bt^inning appeared as class 
orgaijiufjoiij nf siatl.cn. llicj' uttc quite sepante from the labour 
imions, allliougli tl;e adwncftl dcuioits of die bttcf ]utiiripalcd in the 
Son’ets and combined intli odict siudar elrninits. During the 
kcftiisLy period in 1917 live pensa of die Soviets increased greatly, till 
mill Lenin's jlogm, "Ml poiva lo tlic Soviets", tlicj- beatne a rinl 
and competing govcnimcnl. 

During tire caihet period bcfoie llie rcvoliition die Soviets represented 
die vvoiLing class only. 'Hien (be soldiers and siibcs came in, and bier 
the peasants. Hut flic jwasontiy woe not given quite the same re- 
picscntatioii u the wuilui. as llic Ultet vicre considered the more 
piogrcssivu gioup. Intellectuals wnc alw ailoncd to participate but 
such as wot ui the scnicc tlic capibhst elements ivcio deluded. 
'Die (ichn peasants were at hist adiruilcJ but bier roost cl tlicm Here 
Ocludexi, 'Jliasc Iniiig from (lie lahoiu of others or on rent, old 
Tsarist cITkxts generally and pnests, ucrc CKludcd, but some exceptions 
U'we nude. In cflcc^ the cutuswns alTcetcd a coniparatsvety snuH 
number uf pciwtu, amounting to X7 pet cent of (he adult population, 
'Hie gmeniiitg piiiiciidc uuda ubicb gioups aie included or eulud- 
cd is said to Ik as falluui : (box gioup ex ebsso that ate necessary 
Of useful to the dciclo|»iin(( of society at a rcitaio sbge sliould be 
admitted at tlut stage, and tlt« inost pK^osivc ctanenl should Iiave 
(lie oppoituoicy tc ocicise iuftuciKc ha accoidincc witli its energy end 
social significance, 'llic powa of exclusion oi inclusion uitinMlely rests 
ttidt (lie AH Russia Coivgscss of Sovicts-dic Mgliest governing body, 
'llic principle to be fonowed was bid do»ii by the Jid All R. S. Con- 
gtc4 in fanuaty I91fi-"71iw must be no parh'cipatwn in (1* Sonef 
govcmincot by mciiibcjs of tJ>c esplohing etasset". lliis was embodi- 
ed in llw comtilutiyii as adopted by «bc 5(li All US. Congress in July 
1915. Tlie actual hits of exclusions arc made by committes that super, 
vise the ekelioiis for tlx different local sovii*. Hiese lists arc sub- 
ject to discussion and aRJcal l« higher MoelJ aid ultntiatcly to the 
Ail Rusm Soviet Congnss of if* cscciihstf ormmiftw. ConimanEts 
dixlatc that dicsc cxcluswn* -w "octssary in the present transi- 
tional stage and tliat as the qstem devdops it will embcice all useful 
linman beangs woiUng with fhdr liawh oi Uains. This may be the 
ullmulc result but for the present the sv^tem ccitainly helps greatly 
in the control of die Sbtc by 3 strong and uelUnit minority. But the 
miaiinty u,ll not long remain m pmn if i( has not got the soppott 
or at any rate the passive acquiescence of the masses. Hence we have 


32. Counat of waiVomod 
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what is called tlic ‘ dictalorsliip of tlic proletariaf, which in effect 
means tlie dictatorship of an advanced class<oiiscioiis and disciplined 
group claiming to represent and to possess the goodmll of the masses. 
In defence of thb dictatorship communists point out tlial present-day 
democrades are in reality also dictatorships. But the latter are dictator- 
ships of the capitalist class or the bou^eobie and arc meant to further 
liie interests of this class. Th^ arc the dictatorships of the 10 pet 
cent or less, wlulst lire dictatorship of the proletariat is supposed to 
be of the ‘JO per cent 

The characteristic feature of the Soviet system is its method of re- 
presentation. It is not, as in most democratic countries, based on 
territorial cr geographical constituencies, where the individual is the 
unit. The structure of the soviets is based on aonomic and social 
units, eg,, factories, villages, co-opeiativcs, trade unions, etc. Tire nu®* 
her of ddegates elected ate proportional to the number of voters, small 
units combining for the purpose of electing representatives. There is 
one important deviation however from proportionality— the village, 
electing one delegate for 10,000 voters, the town, one delegate for 
2,000 voters. The town dvvdkrs, which means chiefly the industrial 
wodieis, are considered more advanced socially and are thus given more 
weightage. 

The village soviet is said to be the soul of the village. The word 
‘soviet* means tabha and a village soviet would correspond to a pen- 
ebayat elected by almost all the reddeots of an Indian village. This 
soviet is elected by show of hands at a hind of public meeting at which 
all the residents, men and women above a certain age, wath certain 
exceptions, have the right to be present and to vote. The exceptions 
are rich peasants living by the labour of others, usuren, priests and 
such Oliver elements as may be considered parasitical and unsocial. If 
there are any small industries or public institutions in the village, they 
will also send delegates direct to the Soviet. So also the local co- 
operative society, the Union ol peasant labourers, women's organisations 
and the Young Peoples League. 

There is generally a Hg noacominUQtst majority in the village soviet, 
but a few communists are always present, and as these are usuaOy the 
most active and intelligent membro, tiieir influence is considerable. 

Most of the questions touebing flic daily life of tlie villagers ate 
decided by the village soviet, subject to a right of appeal to higher 
soviets, which are also empowered to interfere when necessary. Thus 
the village soviet will deal wifli land problems and specially the distri- 
bution of land, the distnbution of seeds for cultivabon, wood to be 
cut in common forests, taxes accoidi^ to general regulations, building 
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of iiliouli aiij iiicdital lullii icntcf, fire pfslttiiwi, inuluil 

2iJ, <lr, 'Jlie Jswi«| jUq icnc» jj j liul; kii’ACwi tiic ^jiioiw ot!»ci 
wgiiuuh.)ii> in t!jc iilli^T, vhI tfioc d a poAiiij iiuml'cr of Uicjc co- 
jiiufiuJ iid vxi£(ia> vomai*! ajiuiuliooj, Young Tcoplc’s 
l-cJjua. ri02i<»i (<ofraj)owJu 5 g lo titc Boy Skouti}, intcroilioiul aid 
loottio, jjc. 

luo oUicf tinjviitiut fntuiQ of Uic Sovatt wiglit be men- 
tojinl fine. The Cut u the pOACt o( iccall. IjcJi coiutitucncy has 
ffi? {ight Id icqK lit lepiucuLtna di auy soiict at any tiino. In 
otIiCT (uuulto. at tj ndlUoAu. tc^ocublhtt to llie Icgulaluro 
are cktlnl fut a CuJ pctxxl dI Mikc oi luar of hie )C3d and caniio) 
he iccjllcd. '[be tc(t>ii4 fcatuic u Uic (onibiaaboa ol ibe Icgubliie 
atiJ nutitiic (uiictkjni in the wiKb. But it tt not i[uitc dot hw 
(hit It done. 

It >1 iLinicJ t!at lltc u»Kt lyitan tiQctU ihe io> life of tiic coni' 
luuiiit)' (at Kiuic llun any ollwi. It it id]«u»T and ikaibSe and can 
k tiude (u fit etiaiigiiig (ondiikmt to But the uatuial grnHtli of a 
[xvs>'<e (0 a Utia un!a u not iupcdnl in asy uay. 


S> ThtCetitlllulloneflhtUSSR' 


'Ibc Uiiwii uf Soculol SoiKt RipuWia (U55R.) m foraicd in 
IXconhcr, 1722. Ikfoic the fomutjon ol BiC Union (Iioe were four 
ic;ufjte icjiuhtidJ (lie Ituiwin Socialut Fcdcralcd Sou’c( Republic 
{lkS.F.SIlj, Uiiainc, UTnW Ru$ii» and Tnmwaucasb. Tlicy »r- 
tied ofi an iiidcjicndnit au(cncc but were alhed to each otJin and 
had mutual a^cwuciitj cn lotny nuMtft. Ibe decision to iotin a 
Uiiiotj nat aiiivcd at sciuratcly by (>« alW theit re- 

[xstne Cangrewet «I Su'ieta. Coogtcisa also chose dclc^tcs 
to talc pail io /faining a coMlitwlioo* lot the Unkm. 

OiigiwlK’ llioc viHc lU foM membeia rf the Union but in 192? 
t«t) otIicT iqmblict jcMiwI R.S.F.S.H, 

Ubainc Wliiic Rutua, Tianicaticaji* Tmlmenutm and UzkJustan. 
Tno of '|1 k 3< rojiililuciit monlcn are thanjch-es fedentionj. TliU} Ibc 


1 , Imt pubiiiltcJ It an 
Z. 'Ibe Ciiunn*t>eii “t 

C«ulitul»n taimiKd 


iiuic » rhf iwb. zt Utj itzs. 

Kjtueil (be fiiU muliiutica ol 1918 . IliU 
m (mk tH a new coOstitiitKn «:! appruttd in 19 tS. 
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ItS.F.S.K. coDjisb of nine TqmUics : Crimean, Taitar, Bashkir, Buriot- 
Mongolian, Kegliiz, Karelian, Dagestan, Lakut and the German Volga Re- 
public. The Transcaucasian F.S5.^ consisb of three republics: 
i\icrbaijan, Armenian and Georgian. Besides these separate republics 
there ate a large number of aatonomous regions, there being h'ehc 
such in the RSP5.R., alone. 

M these republics are suppcficd to be sovereign cssept in so far as 
porscTS have been assigned to the Union. Among these poncn uhicli 
have been assignei are foreign rclatiotis, acceptance of new republics 
into the Union, and certain aspects of trade and taxation. Tlic Union, 
sal's article four of the Constitution, is *a voluntar)' union of ecjual 
peoples’ and ‘each (rf the Soviet republics retains the right of free seces- 
sion from file Union..... the new United State is a worthy aown of 
the foundations laid in October, 1917, of the peaceful dwdling together 
and the bmthctly collaboration of peoples'. 

The constitution of the Union can be changed just like any other 
law. It b tlms dcsible and easily adaptable to new conditions. It is 
based on the recognition of the national difierences and freedom to 
develop different cultures. It is entirely opposed to the autocratic uni- 
tary state of the old regime which tried to impose ib ovsii language 
and culture on all the various nationalities under ib control 
The supreme authonty is the AD Union Congress. The Union 
Council is elected on the basts of proportional repiesentatioQ of each 
constituent republic, and the Couocfl of Nationalities is elected on the 
bans of five members for every repubhe and one for each autonomous 
r^on. Thus in the Council of NationaLties, the R.S.F.SJL, the prin- 
cipal and dominating repubbe of the Union, has the same number of 
representatives as any of the smaller lepublio. 

The Central Executive Committee of tiie All Union Congress is com- 
parable in somo measure to a Pailament, the Congress itself consisting 
of ova 1,100 members and meeting only ouce in six months. AD 
legislation has to pass both chambers of the Committee. Thus the 
Coundl of Nationalities has a detenuiiuQg voice ia all important mat- 
tcR, It u therefore claimed that the various autonomous republics 
have not only full opportuiubcs of developing the« own economic and 
social life and cullme, but they take part in a decisive manner in the 
general government of the Union. 

.UI Soviets and their executives and representatives are elected an- 
nually. Only the AD Union Congress is elected every second year. 

The AD Union Congiess also dect$ the heads of vanous departments, 
the Commissars, and Qicse form the Union CouncD of Peoples’ Com- 
missars which is practicaDy the cabinrt of the Unroa. 
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Each constituctil n^ublic has iU emu Sokiet Congresses, Central 
E«cuti\c Committee and Coundl of Ftnpics' Commissars. Certain 
dqiaitincnts, tg., foreign attain, arc ttsend fat tire Union Gorem- 
meat; certain others oisl both in the thuon and the mdisidual iqjub- 
^5, supfenc economic awndl, labour, finance, etc., and many 
exist only in tire republics, agtienkmev justice, education, healtii, 
social Micltai^ etc. 

In cadi republic tire soslct system s built up from nllage and fac- 
tory iipMucds by irens of indirect and direct elections. Tlius the 
wlb^ic sosict detis the nwjl Disbict Smict Congress astf its ciccu- 
Uic committee, and the latter the Piokineial Sosict Congress, uhidt 
in its turn sends tcprcsentatiscs to the Aepublian Congress. In (he 
touns llic urban SosrfJ- elects the District as nell as djratly tlie Pro- 
sincial Sokiet. Tlic Ptoiinciit Soviets eket jfpicsentahves fat lIic Re- 
publican Congress, but tOMm areas have also the nght of direct n:- 
presenUhon hi tliis Congress- ‘Dius Uic rural areas are r^eseoted 
sciy indirectly in tlic -Ml Russo or other Republican Congress 'ahilsl 
the toMit areas ate represented both lUicctiy and indirectly. 

In the ninl soviets, both tlio nUsge and the district, the peasants 
arc in a conadctablc mijonty. But padually the proportion of com- 
munists increases in the higher soviet organs and they ate in absolute 
control of all pcsirions of po»cr. The All Russian Soviet « entirely 
dominated by them. 

The Commun/rt Party, altborigh it has apjarently no official stains 
in the rtmjiiJwtioB is really a pilbt of the Sorict rrgime. It is a toll'd 
exclusive organisation rqircscaUng the adwuced elements of the wotfc- 
ing class and wntli a \«ry definite purproc Jod programme. It is uell 
organised and die discipline is roflitny in its severity. The comichon 
of the Mnimunist that he icprcsents the interests of the future of 
humanity can only be coinpai'rf ''•th the faith and zeal of a relipous 
cntlmsiast. The paitv admit mtellotuah and peasants to its ranis 
but only sudi as understand and appreciate the theory and practice of 
tlie dictatoiship of the proletariat. It is not very easy to join the part)-, 
and to ptecfvc its punty there are periodical 'cleansings', as they ate 
called, rtlien those who are considatd undesirable are excluded, llie 
powa of die patty may he (Hdged from the fatt that the most pouec- 
fal individual in the Soviet Union today w Stalin,* the geneal sccie- 
bz}' of the party', although he hofcfc no other (ugh oScial positi'cm. 


5. Jojeplj StaJin {IB79 1953)1 Soviet itatcsoafl nbo ki$ i Kllejguc of Lenin and 
cvtohmily bis sutvessoi Uis mb'* sImjs be associated vitli the poky oE 
•Soaakm m one Owntty' wd »id» fcnlwiip ■ die vwt igamst Gennuij-. 

4 . In 1912 SuUn was elected generd mnaiy of Ae Comniunct Patty. 
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Tlicrc are large mimbcis of boards and commissions performing 
wrious duties, tlic most important being the Supreme Economic Coun- 
dl with its offshoots. Tire industrial units, such as Labour Unions, etc., 
arc also essential parts of the Stale or^isalions. They arc built on 
industrial lines, not those of craft Tims all wotltrs in & big indusby 
belong to one umon, whether lliq- arc miners, carpenters or mechanics. 
Then there is tlic wide ramiScatiort of co<)pcnti\c societies and organi- 
sations of women, )outh, pioneers, etc. 

The Labour Unions and factory committees look after the interests 
of the workers in the factor^', but the maiugcr or boanl of managers of 
any industry arc appobted by the Supreme Economic Council on behalf 
of the All Russian Sosict In ease there is a conflict between the managa 
and labour, there is s system of conBict committees and appeals. Tire 
mairagci may be remosed or tramfened. 

Such in brief are some of the features of the Sosict eonstiturion. It 
is admittedly framed to keep all power in lire hands of the workers, and 
to gt\e no quarter ta capitalism or to tliosc who want to bring back 
capitalism. kVhether capiblism may oot creep back irr disguise in 
some form or other is a difhenU question to answer. But in their Sght 
against it the Bolshonls do not propose to be guided by "bourgeois 
democracy' In the manifesto* of the first Communist Interoaticnal 
issued under the signatures of Lentn, Trotsky and others itt March, 
1919, it'was stated that “to demand of the proletariat in the final hfe 
and death struggle with capitalism, tb^ it should obey lamb-like the 
precepts of bourgeois democracy would be the same as to ask a man 
who is defending his hie against robbers to follow the artificial rules 
of a French duel that ha\c been set by hb enemy but not followed by 
him’'. 

We hare the diebtorship of the pioletariat today. But thb, we are 
told, b a period of banrition only, or a period of preparation for the 
great time to come when ck^ confiicb will entirely cease as there will 
he only one class, and the State itsdf will smk into insignificance. That 
will be real communism, which, in the words of the communist mani- 
festo, “ will end the domination of capital, make war impossible, wipe 
out sbte boundaries, transfonn the whole world into one a>operatire 
commonwealth and bring abont real human biotheihood and freedom”. 


5» Tlus ciun\(csto defied by TtoUSn and by UiC 

Congiess of tlit Comnnumt latonabmal be)d m Moscow in ^•[3Icb I')!?. 
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f. Soma Books on Russia' 


J loncjubcr attending a banquet pvCB by the sdcnbsls and pjofessor^ 
in ^toscffw, Ttiere ncic people horn many countries present and 
spcc-clics in a \'ariety of Ullages neic made. I cemember special))' 
a speech gi'.-cn by a )oung student nlu) had come from fat Umguay in 
South America. He had come on behalf of bis fellow students to 
sec this ittange land for himself and tlie impressions he had pthered 
hid flfcd him wtb fiery entbususm. Uc spoVe in the heaubbl sono- 
rous periods of the Spanish language and he told us that he uas going 
back to his distant country with the icd sbr of Soviet Russia engraved 
on Ills heart and cjrrj-tng the message of soo'a! freedom to his young 
comrades in Uruguay. Such was the reaction of Soviet Russb on his 
youtrg and gimetQus heart. And yet there ate many who IcU us that 
Russia ts a Und of anarchy and misety and the 6olsIiev-iI.s ate assassins 
and murdems m]io hat'; cast ihemsdses outride the pale of human 
sodety. 

\Vho is right? Or is it that both are right in some measure? I 
shall not venture to pass iudgment oi io give final opinions. 1 too 
am impressionable and 1 most conftss that the impiessioss I tarried 
back uitli me from Moscow weie soy bvourabh and all my reading 
lias confirmed these impressiems, although there is much that I do not 
understand and much that I do not li)^ or admire. I sbaS only note 
down what I saw and leave st to othen to draw their own conclusions, 
realising tliat what I saw was a very snail part of what uvigjvt have 
been seen. 

But personal impression^ as Professor K,T. Shah* has pointed out 
in his inteiesting scries of lectures (The Russian Expmmuit 1917-1927*, 
Tarapoicvala). are seldom very reliaWe guide although they may give 
a touch of colour to a bald narrative. Those who are interested *ould 
go to the bools on the snl^Kt and read both sides oE the queshon. 
There is already a vast awl pwmg Kteratore and as I have often 


1, fust published as an aticfe m Tfi* ttn*. 4 ^il 1923. 

2. Tnleswr o5 Emmxhw, Eoffitoj Uawesva^ sod StotVsiy of Vbt NaWaal 
Plannmg Coanal. 1935^7; A fWA 

J. Puhlshd in 1927. 
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been asbed to suggest books on Russia, I shall name some that I base 
come aciQss. Tlictc ate qidte a large number of bools in English 
written in criticistn of tJic Bolshevik regime, Pro-Bolslicsik literatuic 
is not so well icprcsentcd in Engli^ as in German and other languages. 
But recently a number of little books lusc come out in English which 
though critical of many aspects of communism arc written witli some 
sympathy for its basic ideas and achiev-ments. 

A proper study of Bolshevism must start witii some knowledge of 
the theory of communism and its historical development. “Ignorance 
and communism ate incompatible," said Blanqui, the father of the 
Paris Commune of 1871, and it is etltaordinity liow even today com- 
munists arc eager to educate everyone in the principles of their doc- 
trine. It tlicy wish to convert any one tlicy will hml at him a number 
of fat tomes from Marcs Co/utol— lire Bible of the communists — and 
Engel’s writings to die bools of Lenin and Bulharin. But life U per- 
haps too short to read all this heavy literature. A little booh by the 
mastec ot Balhol Collie, Oxford, A.D. Lindsay', on Karl Alurx's 
Capital' (Oxford Univenity Press) is helpful in giving some idea of 
Mands theories. It is a critical book and even more so is F. R. Salters 
ICarf Afars and Modern Soctaftsm* (Macmilbn). Tlic communist view- 
point is best given in DuUuiin’s I/tstonc Maleriaiism* (Ceorge Mien 
and Unwin) and his Economic T/icoiy of the Leisure Class* (Martin 
Lawience). BogdonofTs* Sfiort Course ef Economic Science** (Com- 
muiust Party, London) is sbll I believe used as a tert book in Russia. 
There arc several books of Lenin available, 1 think in English, but tlie 
only one I have come across is his Imficrialism— T/ie Last Stage of 
Capitalism'* (Communist Patty, London). Tliose who arc interest- 
ed in the controversy between the Bolsheviks and the German Karl 
KauUk)**, who though vigorously attacking the Bolsheviks claims to 
be a tnie followrcr of Man, may like to read Kautsky's Tfic Labour Ra- 
volution** (George ABen and Unwin). Lenin replied to this, and 


4 (1579 1952); later Lor3 Linduv of Bnka; Master ol Balliol CoUere, Oxford, 
1924-49. 

5. Publslied b 1925 

6 Published in 1921. 

7 Published m (1921), 192b 

8 Published m 1927 

9. Russian Marxist phikisapber 
10. Published m 1923 

1. Published in 1924. 

2. Kail Johann Kautshy (1854 1938), Cenaan Austrian socialist and a domaiant 

( Gguic m die Second laleinatuial 

^ PuWidicd m (1922). 1925 
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Tfoul)’i“ bnllmii polemic In Defence of Terrorism” is also a reply. 

A »tiy abl) written book is ftof. LasU’s'* Communism'^, in the 
Home Uiiiicnity Llirary. !i aitidsa tl« Uieoty and paclicc, and it 
has railed foilii, I am told, art equally able reply from the British 
Communist I’artj; but 1 halt not jcca tlic latter. 

Tlicsc books. Of nen some of lliem, shooU enable the cnijuiier to 
fiaxc some idea of wfut the Dofibcs^ stand for. Tmo oilier con- 
tfoimu! bool* mi'^t also be nienlioaodi Trotslj-'s W/icrc is Bri'tsin 
Going?” and Nomun Ar^tlTs” .\tus( flnfain Tollov the Moscow 
Rood?” (S«l Douglas). Aiiotlici book— T/w CoWicnk Thcor)” by 
Pottgate” (Grant Ridutch) is a clear and good and sometimes 
criliral account of the ilicoiy undcilyiog the Smnet system, but tiic 
book is somculiat out of date, tmkas a nn’ edition has come out 
since 1920. 

'Hius far the tlicory. But to undentand tlic great drama of the 
Russuu Kcsolulian and the inner fortes tfut sliajid and brought tliC 
Great clungc about, a study of cold tbcoiy u of little use. The Oc* 
tuber Revolution” was un^ubtcdly one of the great events of world 
history, the giutest since the tint French Revolution, and its Story 
is tiioic absoibing, from the human and tlic dramatic point of view, 
Uran any talc or pivaatu). Something ^ lU elemental power can be 
felt in two accounts of eye uitncucs, an Englishman and an American. 
Hie furniGf, M. Iliillips Fticc”, vtas the nmcspomlcnt of the Men- 
c/infer Guarifiin in Russia, aud in hts book — Afy Rcminucencer of 


14. Iwg TfObSy |lS/9'19f0>i vat ol l<niai (liid aallofuet u> tbs Rtuuui 
loolutjoii. lie *n War Mjwin aod kada of tfie Sonet Jtkeslo st (he 
BinlLlo*^ pnc« conlacnct ol I9I7-IS. Dumiued by Stabn la 19tS, be 
became lo 1519 a wsadBins tufc He *a» muttJBcd in Meuco in 1940. 

15. Pobbvbcd in lOtl. 

16. HiioU Joitpli LsiU (U95-19SO): Bntuh pobtiol KienUit; rnlcuot cl rob- 
bal Science at ll>e Lwiloo bdwol o| Cgroomb for spcul >tais; aiairmia 
d( the Biiliili Labuiu Paty. I94M6 

17. Pubbsbed in 1927. 

Ih. rnblii1.nl in (I92S), 19:6. 

19, Stf Kotman AnacB (1872-1967}, Bntuli ntitcr oa iqtenahonsl relsbow and 
lutbor ol The Greet Ilbrson. awatded NoM Frire m 1913. 

:0. Tubyied ui 1920. 

21. MUoi io 1520. 

n. IU)incind WiUum rsalgalc (b, IS96)t Bnbd kflvuic v-nta. 

21. Tlie ic'nlulKfl of Novemba I9l7 (Odobet according lo the old calendar). 

24, (B. 1BS5); eoriespondenl ct bfcmcbafai Cu*fil«« a Itusai, 1914—18; Cones- 
pendent of Oisiy Ifrc/d u BbIid, 1919-21. 
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the ilusstan Rc^'olution*® (Geoigc Allen and Unwin), he has told us 
the day to day story o! Russia duiing those cs'enlful daj'S. From the 
March Resolution he has toU the story, when Kcrcnslcy came into 
power; of how the red dawn broke in Moscow and tlie shackles of 
centuries of Tsardom were suddenly removed; of the coming of Lenin 
and of how he was jeered at in the very Soviet which a few months 
later was to mate him the dictator of a vast territory; of the pitiful 
shufflings of Kerensky and Ws weak comjH-omises with reaction; of the 
growth of the soviets and their victory and ultimate capture by the 
Blosheviks. He has also told us of the montlis of stru^ie against 
external and internal enemies, when the Soviet power licid on by a 
torcad, by sheer tcnacit)’, when all hope seemed to be lost 
The second book— Ten Ekjys that Shook the World**— is by John 
Recd*L an American conespondent This deals in even greater detofl 
with the first ten dajs of the October Revolution. /\nd as one reads, 
Viitli horror and pain at times, the wrmdcr grows tlut such a miracle 
could have happened and succeeded. And above all there is admira- 
tibn for the group of men who did not flinch at the mightiest of 
obstacles, and, in the midst of war and r^llion, with a cnicl dcatli and 
disaster continually facing them, ut down to evolve a socialist order 
out of the chaos tiiat sunounded them. They had time even on tlie 
fourth day of the revolution, with firing going on in the streets, to 
establish the eight hour day for the workers and fonnulate their policy 
for a system of popular education. W^in a week they had tackled 
the problem of mmonties, which like the poor is always with us m 
India, and declared : 

"1. The equality and sovereignty of the peoples of Russia. 

2, The right of the perries of Russia to free seU-detenuina- 
tion, c’cn to Uic point of scpaiation and the formation of 
an independent slate. 

L The abolition of any and all national and national-religious 
privileges and disabilities. 

1. The free development of national minorities and ethno- 
graphic grrjups inhabiting the feiritory of Russia.” 


25. PohUitd jn 1921. 

26. PulliiSiai la 1919. 

27. An Affitiicao Comiuuaut wntex *lvi ilied in Aloscow and was burind in the 
Kiealin nnH. 
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Soviet 


1. Lenin 


t iusc altculy t<.-{nici] lo a nnnklKf o{ liooLi Mhicli might )ic]p in 
unJcivnniimg liic l«clgfmmJ i>( the Riisuan Ra-olulion. Lie cvciy 
other gtat uplicak-al it lud ilt causes deep dou-n in histoty and in tlic 
iiiisct) of gwicratiaiM of huituii facings, hionomic fictois, ^*•6 are told, 
guvcni die Murld and politics is rapidly becoming a handnuid of 
ixonaiiiics. But Kuuu also nrjKats (lie l^ii of liuloiy (liat men also 
sUa^x: datiny and suinLtnncs tbc uill of one man alters Uie lim of 
iMilItoni. ft it iintructiie tlicidutc (o study the careers of sonic of the 
inalcts of the iciolulion, wtio out o( ananfay and duos created a nDV 
and strong Russia, llxikt, uilli no Lnoulcdgc of military allairs, creat- 
tng great and sictoiiout amucs; uiih no cipcricncc of diplotnacy, trsst- 
ing sucteufully uilii the ucllscatoncal (%lQin3b of other countiiess 
datii no Lnowfodge of business or adminniration, running at) enormous 
slate nucliiiie uhkh coiitrolkd all piuduclioii aixl dutiibuiion, Spe* 
cully it is uoitlinliilc to Inoiy mmcliimg of the gicstcst of Uicse- 
Usiin. 

Many |>copk haic paid Ihcit tribute o( admiiation to liim, but I 
hast* unloituualcly not come across a satisfactory account of lu$ fafe.* 
A liook uliicli mil intcicsi Indian readers is Rene Fullop-Millct's* 
Lenin uiid Cdiidfu^ (Fuiiiam), It is somcahat supcefieu) and does 
not utiif), but it contains some good pen pfchiics of Lenin. A sliort 
and intcrisliiig sVctcIi of Lenin is also to be found in Lmil Ludu^’s* 
Genius end Charucter’ ((onatlun Dpe). 

Tour years ago Lenin died*, lie to iust ostr fifty, of ssfaich thirty 
yean had been spent in preparation and casclca toil saiied with persecu- 
tion and flight in Siberia^. Victory came to him in the end hut willi it 


I. Fint publiUinl as an article » Ihc IlinAi, S l^nl 19ZS. 

• A rctwt lw)l, Insliiy rpAcn of. n Uiiw, by Valnin Ktatcur TraniUtcd 
Iiom the Cctsnan inlo Dighib (VkUu CotUnc*). 

J. Aiiliiot; iiuttJ RuMia seven! loss after (Wskl War L 
I. I’ublisiid in t5Z7. 

4. <1881 lltS}; Ccrmiu hK>j.^hci; 1 h> wnVs B«clnd« Lit* of Coctlit, Napoleon 
anil Risinaitl ' 

5 . PiihWiol in 11:7. 

6. Lenin died on il Jammy 1921. 

7. Lenin nij anolcd in Ucmntier IMS, Itpt in jaboii for ovci a jta »ad 
jeiitcnecd lo Uwre jcaij caale m Sibena. lie nas tcleawd m Febiuaiy 1900. 
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came )’eais of tremendous difficulty and darker. He died as the result of a 
bullet \vound but before be died be lud conquered over these difficulties 
and dangers and he passed away in the knowledge of his tnumph. Today 
he lies embalmed in a simple mausoleum in flje beautiful Red Square of 
Moscow under tlic shadow of Arc Kremlin. lie lies asleep as it v'crc 
and it is difficult to bcliexc that he is dad. Its life tlicy say he was 
not beautiful to loot at. He had too tnudi of common clay in him 
and about him was the “smell of the Russian soil’’ But in deatli tlierc 
is a strange beauty and his brow is peaceful and unclouded. On his 
lips there hovers a smile and thwc » a su^ation of pugnacity, of woth 
done and success achieved. He has a uniform on and one of his hands 
is lightly clenched. Even in death he is the dictator. 

To this resting place of Lenin’s body come people from distant parts 
to do reverence to his memory. Every evening the doors arc thrown 
open for some hours and a continuous stiam of the pasants and 
worheis, for whom he Kved and died and who loved him, passes by. 
'The ortliodox Church is at a discount in Russia but tire cult of Lenin is 
everywhere in evidcrrcc. Every shop, every room almost, has his pic- 
ture or bust “ In a religious age,” s^s Maxim Gorki*, “ people would 
have made him a saint" In India Itc would certainly have been can- 
onised, but saints are not held in repute, in Soviet circles, and the people 
of Russia have done him the higher honour of loving him as one of 
themselves. To cadv of tiiem he was a brother, a comrade, who knew 
and laboured foe them and to whom they could always turn when in 
distress. 

"I know a pair of ^cs whidi have been for ever numbed by the 
burning sonow of the Terror,’’ said Cotl^ of Lenin, This sorrow did 
not leave him to the end. It made him a fierce fanatic and gave him 
the strength of will to persevere and adiieve. But sorrow for the 
misery of his fellow men did not make him gloomy or reserved. He 
was "filled to the brim with the sap of hfe," and even "in the un- 
happiest moments of his cidslcncc, he was serene and always prone to 
gay laughter.” 

Lenin's early years were typiul of the man. When he was seventeen 
his elder brother was hanged* for an attempt on the life of the Tsar. 

wu h>jlt ««sv tjisr. ^ \vii cljearly 

could be gained by tenoristic methods. 


B, Maxim Gotly (1&6S-19)6), Rnssun novdst and diimatist 
9. Lenin's elder brother, Alexander, y/as a lenotist who in 1887 nas implicated in 
a plot to assassinate Tsar Alezanda III and was executed. 
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■' \Vc Qnnot iuccctd in tlul mwj; it « not llie riglit vray," he uicl. 
But Hut did not mean his giving up tlic vltngglc. IJc ict about pic* 
paling in Iiii oaii way. It wai s long way and a mamome way but 
quielly and pcnUtcntly lic WQiLed at U for tliiity jora of bb Lfc. He 
did not vuddcnly develop into a cluiiipioa of tlie vioikcrs. He paid 
little attention to spcaliiig in public of voting, but set liintself down 
to imtstigalc and undeistand thoroughly tlic masses. In after yean 
fie had littfc patience with ontots and fine spalcot lie was always 
afraid of too many words ptcvniting aetica. For him action was tlic 
only thing tlut counted. ** Roolutioiu,” armrding to him, ‘'must not 
remain on ppn, they must be canied out in action; and the proper 
ciccution of cs'cii the most uninipoitanl ntcaiurc was mote impoctant 
for tlic csisicnoc of Soviet Russia ttian tea Soviet rtsolutions,” Tliu:^ 
u ^{aum Guriy las uid: "liu bciouin laclcd almost all cxtcnul 
glitter. It was tfic modest ascetic aal, not seldom seen in Riusb, of a 
rcYolutiotury who believed in die possibility of justice on earth, tlic 
heroism of a man wlio, for the sale of his heavy tasl, icnouncnl all 
worldly jop.” 

A cliuic instance U often given of Iiis utter calmness in csncigcncy 
and hir sltcrituii to triiuf detail aen uhen the life of the State usr 
tJircatened. During die cnlical day^ of 1^21 vvhen Nfoscow itself was 
threatened by tlie cicmy and most pcopk thought iliat the Soviet 
powee was going to cullspscv I.cnin lluHight of llie inhoduction of elec* 
ttic light in the villaga’* and issued an ordinance for the immediate 
supply of electric light to certain areas. 

Lenin has been called llie coldest of fanatics. He would qcyci let 
iimiKlf be carried away by cnlhusiasm and would not giv-c in to the 
best of Ills friends even at lltc rok of a break. lie liad no use for 
sympatimcis wlio did not aciivdy join the fray. Only full-blooded 
adlicicnti were to his liking, experts m revolution wlio devoted llicm- 
selves wholly to llie cause, Rndulion was to be prepared for cautiousty 
and quietly by educating ** icvduUwiary expert^ men who were re- 
volutionaries by prolcssion and not mere oithusiasts, idealists or dilet- 
tanti," He realised, what we u India arc dimly beginning to appre- 
ciate, tiut it is a difficult, if notan inpOBdilc lasi:, for amateurs, with 
little time to spare from their daily routine and no special training, to 

to, KujI clcCtnSntion was one ef Lqim's pet ptoictu. He wide U the Cbttf- 
nun of die Sluie Pimnm; CoininuuM (wMi bad beta set up in February 
1921) dial ‘a plan inuit be »uiScd ootlui llie uiktilUiaja oi dcctric lipht m 
Cl cry bouse in ll>« Ri Fi R-' A ^coal Iw^ ailed the Slate Ccmmision fur 
ElccbiScaliDii' wai acalcd to du« up die pluu Ibis plan wu later used by 
tbe State rbnmng Connussion. 
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figlit wliolc-Umeo wha aic experts at llitir business o^ defending die 
existing regime. "Let our comnidc^’, l»c svrotc, "permit the use of 
tiic rigorous tern ‘tcclmica^ expert’ few when I speak of inaclKiuate 
preparations the accusation :q>pl»cs also to myself. I Iiave worked witli 
men who set tliemscKcs to \ciy Wgli and difficult responsihilities, )ct 
we suffered painfully from the feeling Uiat we were but amateurs, 'Hie 
more ashamed I am to confess this, flic more bitter 1 feel towards tliosc 
sham socialists who fail to realise tliat we date not Iowct tl»c iciolu- 
tionary to tlie level of the amateur." With how much greater tnitli 
does this apply to all of us in India who dabble in politics I 

Lenin was no believer in a palclicd up unity of which we heat so 
much in om country. He dclibcmtdy broke up Iiis party” as early 
as 1903 by his insistence on acBoti, and was accused by his own col- 
league, Trotsky, of being the ‘‘destroyer of tlic party." He insisfed 
that die rules of tlic party should by down tliat each member must 
actively participate in the woik and not merely give monetary help. 
The majority of flic patty wanted to give sympathy and financial aid 
only, but I^ri would have neither unless action followed. And so 
tlie men of action separated from flic men of sympathy and money. 
When later he was approached with proposals for unity he said witli a 
smile: "I recognise only one fonii of conciliation with political op* 
pDQcnts, certurr— smash them," words spoken wiilvout the least emo- 
tion or exdteoieat. 

Gradually bis colleagues left him but he had no fear and did not 
budge an inch. " I shall peihaps be alone,” he said, " but 1 shall never 
be turned aside from my opinions; 1 shall never cease to champion them 
and follow the straight line.” 

And yet, fanatic as he was and nnbcndii^, he was a realist and ever 
'ivilllng to change his policy if Bie sitmtion demanded it. Lunacharsky, 
a friend of hh and the present Commisur of Education in Russia, has 
called him “ a genius at oppoituiusm." " It is cliUdisli.” Lenin wTote, 

“ to reject compromise on pimdple One must simply know how 

to analyse the circumstances and ftie concrete condibons of each issue." 
And again when accused of departing from »nie maxim of soaalisrn 
he said : "You are worse than bens. A hen has not the courage to 
cross a chalk-line, but it can at least justify itself by pointing out that 


11. At a meeting of tlie ItnuiaD Social DemowaUc baboiu Patty lield at London 
m wot Learn biouglit altout ttir of fiie patty into the Bolshevib (extreme 
-Aing oE tliE Rusaan Soaahtf Rutyl the Mnshe^iU, the modoales. 

12. A. V. Lunacharsky (187S 19J1); Rtisiaa levolutiotiaiy, diamatut and aitic. 
was Commic.eit of Educaboo bw 1917 to 1929 
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tiic ch^Ik nrcic inwa by somebody else. Eut )du lia\c dIa^^'n 
jout own circle and arc now gaing at Ihc clulLliuc instead of seeing 
reality r* I’etiiaps we nuj find many tlicsc cliall-lmcj of our own 
maViiig in ludu also, wliitli keep w from looking at tcalit}'. 

One of the greatest sliixls tlut lie gasc to Ills foUowcis was after 
the fjiluie of l!ic 190) resolution. Not daunted by this, tlic adsoatc 
of an armed rising suddenly liconuncndcd** a paitidpation in the 
moderate and soiiioQieul Duiiu'\ and asked his adliacnts to study 
the debiled reporh cf its sosioiu. ntit was isifh «o dnirc fo giie 
up Ills principles or to adopt llic csolutionaiy mctliod. Out he felt 
tliat the only plalioiiii o^xn to liiin Uicn (or carrying on icsolutiotuiy 
pioioganda was tliiougli Ihc Dunu. lie was decried as a weakling 
and a lictiui of jurlumcntananiun; but r^arOlcss of censure lie pur- 
sued liis (Util, nuncthcless keeping aimed icsolution as his goal. To us 
ill Indu with out (oiilroscnics a^ut Council entry his cliange of front 
must prose interesting. 

(d Ifiuse days of {ucti and unity con/eroiccs Latin's ifcwi cn the 
subject may be of intcraL In a kltcr to a fn'aid in 19IZ Ire wrote: 
‘'Hie luurgwisic, the ItlicrJls and ilie social scvolutiofiaiics, srho nnis 
deal uiUi 'gtot prublans* seriously, but trot one Urirind tire other, 
make pacts and go on irt Uic old grootes with cclcctictsm, are always 
crying out about tlic disscnsiiKis and discords in social dcmocncy; Tliat 
is the nact dillctcncc between all oh them and social democracy; tlie 
fight between the indisidual social democratic groups comes from deep 
nioM of thouglit whersu with them cten the differences are tamtshed 
user on ttiu surface, wlnlc inside they arc anpty, petty, supcrEcul. 
Neser at any piicc would 1 crchai^c (he rigorous fighting of tlie seri- 
ous icndemcia in social dcmociacy for the logged up emptiness and 
posaty cf (lie social rcsolultoiuiics and tlinr partners." 

So Lniiii prqiarcd (or the great day. And when Uiis amc, early in 
1917, and lie was summoned from Swilraland to his country to lead 
the tcs-oluUon, he Idt a message to the Swiss workers**. Tlicic was 


n. Loim wis cl tlw sm ilut die Dum «mld be heitoJ as a forem tor pro- 
p^ndi. llie laclici oi Uojcott. he wrote >n Srpteuvbtr 1905. must he 
‘rmiBsiJcrrd’: 'bisfotj had dentonsteatof (bat the Dwii is a salnable tcnrni 
tor agUation, 

14. The Riusun ratljmoil itWcO by ft«i»las U in response to Ocmindi m the 
Resolnllou of 1905. Tlie r«t Diana sat (rom 1C Majt to 21 July 1905, the 
i«BnJ from 2 Much to 16 Joae 1907; tie llW from tlie aid of 19CT to 
19J2, and die fourth from 19(2 to WI7. 

15. Unin’s Titeuell Istta b five Swm WoiW |26 Waidi/S April 1917). See 
Salcclsd Woib, Vol Vt (Lmdon, 1946), [f. IJ— ZO. 
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no hint of cxdtcmcnt or imitation at Iho approadimg fmition of the 
labour of a lifetime. Carefully, libc a Kicntist, he slated what the 
eonditions in Russia were and wlot he wished to do. 

It is difGcult for most of us to ttiinh of our ideals and our theories 
in terms of reality. We base tailed and written of Swaraj for years, 
but when Swaraj comes it will probably talc us by surprise. We hare 
passed the independence resolution at flic Congress, and jet how many 
of us realise its full implications? How many belie it by tlicir words 
and actions? For tlicm it is something to be considered as a distant 
goal, not as a tiring of today or lomonow. Tlicy talk of Swaraj and 
independence in their confncnccs and Uicir councils but their minds 
are full of reservations and flicir acts ate feeble and halting. 

In Russia also the revolutionaries of an older generation lived in a 
world of flicorj', and liardly bdieved in tire realisation of flicir ideals. 
Rut Lenin came with hU directness and realism and shook the fabric 
of old rime ortliodox socialism and revolution. He taught people to 
tlrink that the ideal they had dreamed of and worked for was not mere 
tiicory but something to be realised then and there. By amazing power 
of will he hjpnotised a nation and filled a disunited and demoralised 
people with energy and detenniDation and the sbength to endure and 
sufier for a cause. 

Many had their full share in fliis remaibble triumph, among them 
specially Trotsky, W(ho novT lies in Siberia. But Lenin stood supreme. 
Saint or sinner, the miracle was ebi^y of his doing. And we may 
wcU say with Romain Rolland, that Lenin was "the greatest man of 
action in out century, and at the same time live most selficss.” 


8. More Books' 


1 have suggested that an attempt to understand Russia as she is today 
should begin with flie study of flie theory of communism, and flic 
history of the Russian Revolution. With my very limited knowledge 
of the subject I have menrioned the names of a few books fliab might 
help in this enquiry. But Bie real test of the success of the revolution 
does not lie in the theory, or in the courage and enthusiasm of the 


1. Fust poblishol u aa atucle la Tht Hmtfu, 6 April 192S. 
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people, or ocn in llic gralnca d Lenin. Nor an tlic ie\-olulion be 
laid Id luve been a fiilmc because Uic Do!shc\-iks nillilcssly exterrai* 
lutol their uppunents and cotmtacd tlie uliitc tenor uith tlie red. 
’Hie teal tot of success an only be the tneasiirc of happiness of the 
nussa of t)ic people. It if partly a qocstian of ps^tiiobg)', but partly 
aho of uuterial conditions, and facts and figures, ft is not asy to 
judge the psjxlology of a people uilhont tlic most intimalc lnoulcd|c. 
It ntay be tlut ftcedam from cqtptcsston ts preferable even thou^i it 
tcsults in a diminution of mataial uelVbcing for a time; and s-isitots 
to Rusua tell us tlut in tltc catty yean of tlic m-olution t^licn chil 
uur and tiic blocLadc iud brought (lie population to (he stige of stars* 
alion, Uic ncui* freedom more l^n compaisatcd for tfic sufenhg and 
lack of food and all comforts. But lasing the realms of psychology 
alone, uu an at least study the niatctial conditiotis that lust resulted 
from the icvoluliort and follow that changes from yar to year, and 
thus paliaps be able to indiate the lines of fotme progress or retTO* 
gression. 

Ihcru is DOW an abundance of maleru} for tiiis study but iny oun 
knowledge of it is unfortunately magte. I slull only mention here 
some of tlic books 1 luve read and some I base heard spoken of. 
Bolshnist Russia* by Anton Katlgten, Freiessor of Sbv at tlie Univos* 
ity of Copenluigen (George AQcn and Unwin), is patcartly anti* 
BolsheWk propaganda. I mention it so that the other side of the case 
may be fully known. Bertrand Russell's TAC07 and Prcetica of Bot 
shnum* (George Allen and Unwin), is also a cribosm of the Son'et 
system, tliougli a temperate one. Dcttiand Russell and his wife both 
sisiUxl Russia, and it is curious that they returned with cntiidy difcrcnt 
impnsHoas -> he wws depressed with much that he saw, she w-as entbusi* 
astic and believed that the foundations of a happia otda vsac being 
laid by the Bolshcnks. Tlicir vid took place in the ailicr yars before 
Russia had suilicicntly' rccoiercd from (he dark days of the cavil war. 

A ponderous book worth consulting, if only for the fine pictures it 
contains, is Rene Fulcp-Millci’s Alind and face of Bolshevism* (Put- 
nam) . It deals with the cultural side of Russia, and though very cnticsl 
and not appteciaUve of muclr, is helpful m giving some ida of many 
of the tendencies of modem Rns^ 


2. Pablished ia 1924. 
J. Publilicd m 1927. 
4. rDblihal m 1927. 
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A nxcnl book, well rccornmcndal but wliicli I Iuac not icad, is 
Maurico DobVs* Jtussiaii Ecwioiiitc Deve/opJiJCfiis tjnee the Revolu- 
lion* (Roullnlgc). Dobb is an crainent (xonomist witli considerable 
spipatliy for tlic basic ideas of Hie revolution, but willial critical and 
sciciitiGc. He deals willi llie growUi and cliangcs in Russia's economic 
policy, of the intctaclion of tlic communist in the cities and conserva* 
bvc peasantry in the villages, and specially witli tlic effects on produc- 
tion. 

Another recent publicafiorj is tlic report of tJic British ^Vorl.cts’ Dele- 
gation to tlic Tenth Anniiorsaiy cclcbiatkns in Russb last year. Tliis 
is called Soviet Russia Today (Labour Research Department, London). 
It is franUy a report of tive friends of RiKsia, but is nontllvclcss valu- 
able and full of information. It is signed by 92 rcprecnbdvcs of uoik* 
CIS’ ergmaations in England and Scotland and no such document how- 
ever partisan it may be can be lightly treated. It is not very critical 
and is full of enthusiasm for wliat saw. Indeed as they tlicmsclves 
say. “No wtiting an adequately express tlic intense emotional cspeii* 
cnees of every day of out visit, ulicn «c raliscd tliat in lliis country 
die crushing wciglit of feudalism and capitalism had been thrown oSi 
and tlic highest acliicvcmcuts of knowledge and industrial development 
woe here at the service of the working class.” Tliat Russia sliould 
pioduee such a reaction on representative haidhadcd wotkers is itself 
a signlGcant fact It gives us a glimpse of bow tlicf Russian Revolution 
is CKCping into the hearts of wotken io different countries and Moscow 
is becoming the Mecca of the proletariat Soviet Russia by translating 
their dreams into tality has given llrcm a nevv hope and a new courage. 

I remember meeting a Negro vvoikefwbo had come from South Africa 
to the Brussels Congress against Imperialism. He was not a well-read 
or wcll-infoniied man; he was jiut a simple worker. He said at tiie 
Congress diat oldiough he had been toVi a great deal against Russia, 
somehow he felt that »t could not be all Cue, and he and his kind 
had a soft comer in their hearts for Russia, and looked to her with hope. 

This report of the British Labour DclegatioD gives us a great many 
facts and impressions in a short compass. It deals witli tlie factories 
and working conditions^ with wages, lenb and housing; with cducab'cai; 
witli prisons; the peasantry; and cooperation. Having read it one feels 
that if only half of what is written is true, Russia indeed is a land of 
hope. 


5. Maiaice Habnt Detb (b 1900), Bnlish economist. Fdbvv of Tno'ty 
College and Reads lo Eumooucs. Canitnidee Umiasity, 195967. 

6. Published in 1928 
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One ollici inm t>{ booU i JaU mcfl^oa. Hiis is iww being mued 
bj' tiic VaiijujiiJ Ticu of New Veils at 50 ciiiU a \o!uinc, and it 
con'ptiia IJ vulmiics dcaliuj wilh aliwttt ci'ciy pliasc of life and uoik 
ill Itiuiu. 'llie aiilliOH ate tiiitmgmilioi vmtns, all wiili sonic spetial 
UiottW^c of tt>e ctjuntty. Itw fot of tlw sew is Ifow {fio Missis 
Woit’, b) DraililoiJ'. 'Him theie ate booU on Itussa’s fottign 
polity, lin Kiigioii. ullage life, economic otgaiiisaiioii, llic family, tlic 
sehoola, riiil IiUiSks, trail? uniom, lutioiul sninontics, and ait and 
luidiic. 'Ibe sciia sliuuld Ik a saluabk addition (o tliC literature on 
Hmiu. 

lliusu lua pasicd thicugb ten yean since die Qolshctak Ilci'olution. 
But It limit be teiiinnbacd But tbe fint fiie of time ten jars nae 
cnticciy bLcn up in war against foic^ and mtJtuI oicniics* and is 
(lie liJidcT stiuggle againil famine and Uuibdc. A bust of iiismics 
altacVcd and tiicd to stiiiigle bet by rutting oil her food supplies, Kor 
yars tiic (csolutioa Imng in (iic lubnee ami tlic Kouomic life of tlie 
nation umt to picta. U it only during Ibc past five yaii ilut tbe 
lias !iad comparatnc |W<c and j dunce to dciclop bet icsouitcs. 
Ilut even (luiing tins ^Knod she Im bad to contend against tite bosblity 
uf nUAt o( die go\cniiiicnts of lauio|)e and of tbe supnojubiist United 
Stata of America, ilanag liltb inoticy to desebp licr nsourecs slic 
lias buaa denied ticdib and capital abioad. If sbe lay piogits&ed tben 
(luiing tlicse fisc >ots it fus been despite llitsc diiCcoltw. And tlie 
tcsiimuii) of all cviii|)ctait ofpstners is that she has progressed and 
lias abcady nude good tbe losses ol tbe War period of eight yean. 
Today her pIl^{uctioll ii gicitcs tiuii i( »as in 19H iiliin the Goman 
viat broke out and it is uid to be inciasing npiJiy. 

Tlw United Stales of America do not ofEcuby recognise the Soikt 
CovcniiDcnr, but in spile uf lliis oSoal bosbluy, tiic progress tiiat 
Uussu is inaUi^ is attiactuig nuiuloa of American businessmen to 
lia and many professors and sindents mini go to study conditions ou 
tltc spot Indeed Russia 1w many toidpi srsiloa novi’, not the tourUts 
Mho hll every comer of Western Europe, but earnest students and 
cnquiicn; not socialists only nbd go to admire, but OiiiiLing capiblisls 
who go in scaitli of business and to find out «lut tins strange opponent 


7. riibWitd In 1917, 

4 tteis EiiiJit'ad. (.V87U958\; lMto««cr wcttnutlr ta Mriwlicjifr 
Ciwidijn, Intunr. Oui/; Se^t lud Aaltim; liAtor. Iki h>cw ItUikr, 1922 26, 
\iiilui In^u w 1930, 

9. Hie Cobicvili msik pace »ilh Cenuay n Marti I9ls lul it »« only »ft« 
ilufs jtaM ot rivtl tijJ "‘rt ft* ^li«e Anw iw dttcwtsl, ivvi Ute 
(USA. lipin. fiMiw Jnd Great DnUin) Mi«>iiiew tiinr forces. 
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of their time-honoured Ideas b like. The eastern countries ate well 
lepiescnted in this band of enqmreis— China, Persia and Afghanistan. 
They go to study specially the educational sjstem, agriculture, co- 
operation and tl:e military machine. During our visit to the Com- 
missariat of Education in Moscow vtc were suipiised to come across 
two high officials of the Af^an Mmisby of Education— one of them 
an ex-student of Aligarh College. 

It would be an excellent thing if our proiesson and students also 
paid visits of enquiry and studied the educational and agricultural deve- 
lopments in Russia. Thdr visits wrould be even more helpful to us 
than those of politicians. Ow- unirenities could easily amnge for a 
small but competent delegation for Uits puipose, 

Our universities and others interested could also without any diffi- 
culty, unless the British Covemment ioterv ernes, get into touch by 
means of letters with cducatioiial and cultural establishments in Russia 
and exchange publiations with them. The Russians will welcome such 
cooperation and will gladly supply any informatioD. ITiey publish 
periodically pamphlets and little bc^ in various languages, including 
English, showing the progress made. These will of course be entirely 
one-sided but they wiU t^reseat the official viewpoint and they will 
give the bfest dgurca. The Information Bureau of the Peoples’ Com- 
mlssariat of Education, Moscow, Issues regularly statistics r^rding 
education and annual reports. 

The “Socie^ for Cultural Rebtions with Foreign Countries" issues 
a wedJy bulletin in Russian, English, French and German, besides 
other publiations. Tlie address of this society is Malaya Nikitskaya, fi, 
Moscow.* 

• Hie Sonet Unioo Year Book, pubbhed by George Allen wd Un«m, « a 
mine oE infonnation. 


3, Th»PeAaantor‘ 


Among the sights we saw in Moscow one of the most impressive was 
the Central Peasants' Home, It was an enormous building containing 

1. Tint pabliihed as an aiticle m T/ie Hindu, 5 Mai 1928. 
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mtiscumj, dctnonslntion looms, Uctuie rooms and icsidcnlial accom- 
modation for about 3J0 permns. PlactiaH)’ m-ajtiiin? that might in- 
itiuct tiic paunt uas there. Thac uit a fine display of apicuUural 
pioduce, all ticketed and eompared aod espbined. Social lulls u-erc 
lull of the latest agncultural intplcmcnts and nuchinoy and models 
of up-tixlaw and unitary Sinuses and tamu for t!« paanbj'. Ks\tA\\a 
pait of the building uas dooted to hallh piopagaiidj. Pictures and 
posters and models nptained hon disease uas to be asoided and homes 
kept clan and halthy. 

A large hall was dcsoted solely to clcctiicily and was full of work* 
ing models showing rts uso for lighting and agricultural purpose. 
Wata pumps o( various sizes uoikcJ by ckebic (lonti wac muci) in 
eidcncc. A big chart slmwcti the npid deelopmcnt of ctatn'e power 
stituns all over Rustia. Ilic whole display was admirably designed 
to impress tfie pcaunt willi the adsantages ^ cicchicity from his own 
xiewpoint. 

Many pcaunls came to the Home and oplanatory tours round the 
various show rooms were organised. Lfctores took pbcc daily cn edu- 
cational subi'cets of inietest to llie agiiculiuiuts and free legal and tech- 
nical adiice was given- Feasants were encouraged to sby in the Home 
for a nmimuni period o( two moatht to go througli a small course of 
agrieultunl mining. 'Ibe buiMmg had a rcsburant albclied Vihere 
cheap meats were ptovided. We saw it crowded with rustics fresh 
from tire couotiy. 

It was a fcmaikably fine institution and one felt that even one such 
centre must improso tlie lot of Uic peasantry. We woe told, liowcvo, 
that suds peasants' homes were springing up ail mo the Union, though 
most of than wne much smaller than the Central Home. There was 
anctha in Moscow city (or dtc Moscow dssSiict and there were about 
T>0 of them in Ruuu proper, excluding Ukraine and Asiatic Russb, 
whoe also tlicie were iiuny such homes. These hundreds of homes 
must transfoim the outlook of the pcasantty to a remarkable extent 
within a shoit time. 

Russia, as is well known, is pw-aninen^ a bnd of pcasaots, and yet 
tlic burden of tlic tcsnlutioo Wl almost entirely, in its earlier sbgcs, 
on the mdustrial woikcn. The city pidcbiiats of Leningrad and 
Moscow were tlic spearheads of the tcvohilion and the peasantry was 
lot some dmc poorly reptesesRd in the Soviets. Immediate advan- 
bgc however was blcn by Ihc pcasanby of the Soviet decree to nation- 
alise bnd, and even without tlic intenention of the central authonty 
they ejected the landlords and divided the land amongst themsch-cs, 
lla^ng done so the mote pr«petosis of di«n were content and hod 
DO deirc for further change or more revolution. Many of them knew 
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little about communism and caied less, and gradually they daeloped 
hcsblil)' to die Soviet power whidi did not We\v with favour the hoard- 
ing of com and die profiteering in which the ridier peasantry was 
indulging. The blockade of Russia by the western European nations 
and the possession of some of the richest food-producing areas in the 
South by hostile powers created a temble crisis in the large cities and 
the Red army had to face starvation. Immediate and energetic steps 
were taken by the Soviet Government and the hoarded stores of food 
wttc commandeered from the richer peasantry. 

Tills eased the situation but the uihcrcnt confiict betiseen the advanc- 
ed cbss-conscious city woder and the oonservative peasantry attached 
to the soil, continued, and uitiinately tlic latter made its weight fe!t. 
At tiic instance of Lenin tiie wdiole policy of the State was suddenly 
clianged and what is called the “Kevv Economic Policy"* was intro- 
duced. Wietlicr Lenin was forced by circumstances to follow this 
line or, as some now asseeb it was the natural and intended outcome 
of his policy, it is difficult to say. The period of militant communism* 
could not last long, but the manner of its ending certainly seemed to 
indicate that the pressure on the Covetnment was great. 

Lenin adapted himself to the circuimtaDCCs even at the cost of some 
o! the principles of communism. He gave in to the peusanby and to 
tlic petty traders, but his gbnt brain evolved 3 new and subtle schemo 
to introduce the industrial outlook amongst the peasantry. '‘^Vhat is 
communism?" asked Lenio once, and he himself gave the strange 
reply that it was " The Soviet Republic plus electnficaliDn.” He laid 
down that tire whole of Russia must be dectrified. It was a stupendous 
project, for Russia is a vast country. But already it has made good 
progress and Russians point with great satisfaction and pride to brge 
maps which show tlic many great powa stations which have sprung 
up all over the country. 

The power of ttie peasantry b undoubtedly growing in Russia. The 
veals of autlioiity may be filled by workers and intellectuals but little 
can be done , against tlic dad weight of the duappioval of the peasantry. 
Tlic controversy between the rival groups in the communist party - 
Stalin V. Trotsky ~ is brgely concerned with llie attitude to be taken 


.N puioil ol idJlitc reouamic UiajlBalMii — llie pcrind of tlie New CionocnK 
Tokj wliith bstcj from 1021 to 1928 NEP allov.«l limited pri'ite tntcr- 
p(»e 3iid Iradr. 

3. II 1 C pctxx) of 'Wit CoHunamun' fioa 191S to 192), nlicn Ituuu ksd to 
[mc cinl vrat and loinpi mlmcBlioa Tlicro vsi dciiuie nilioniUsstion, 
[uol icijuLitauiiing. and nmliot oiti mdintry. 
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up on agtarian qucsHotis. The Sbltn group which is ptcdominant to- 
day is apparently more amenable to tamptomise mth the peasants tlraii 
tliG other group. 

Some people assert flat a new r^raiian aristocracy is gtaduaHy being 
built up, 'nine may be some sudi tendency but it is difficult to be- 
lie\’c tiut it Can go far. lie whole apparatus of the State is against 
it, public opinion would not toloatc tl^ and die poorest classes hare 
too much powa to permits groi^ lo monopolise wealth and economic 
power. By its system of taxation Use Slate is alwajs bjing to ]c\cl 
iuLomes up as far as possible. About 25 pet cent of ttic peasant fernis 
arc aempt from tlie payment of llic agncullutal tix and it has been 
proposed to CNcnipt an additional 10 pci cent. Tlicy are exempt as 
thdr income is supposed to be barely sufficient to pemit the peasants 
wotting them to lue decently. On lire comparatively iiclicr classes 
die burden ol taxation i$ consequently all the hcavict. 

land in Uicory belongs to the Stale. In pracbec, tiic village Soviet 
divides it amongst tlie inhabitants, usually giving as much of it to a 
person as can U tilled by his family. Tlie extent of the holding 
depends on the density of the population, and various schemes of 
colonlvadon arc afoot to equalise to some extent at least this ilsnsity, 
Ao individual or family liolditi; bnd ndl probably continue to hold ib 
but if tlie family increases or decreases a conespondmg change may be 
made in the size of tlie holding at the uixt ledistnhubon by the village 
Soviet 

Some figures of tlie agricultmal output in recent years may prove 
.interesting, It must be reinembctcd that Russia went through six or 
seven years of foreign and dvil war, bloclade and intervention, hunger 
and cold, general dilapidation and taiUcal tiansfonnation of time- 
honouted soda/ traditions. The whole machinery of the State was upset 
and recast, nieic was a continuous fall in output fall 1921-22 when 
tlie tide turned. During lliis penod of war and decline the peasantry 
lost about 30 per cent of aUc bodied man power and there was a great 
destruction of livestock and ipipJemcnls. Cattle raising went down to 
dO per cent and tlve area under cnltivatiixi dropped from 109 miUion 
dcssiatinES* in 1914 to 75 million in 1922. Tliesa ^les are taken from 
the report presented by Rylofi*, the Chainnan of the Council of Peo- 


• A dcssiaUac ij cqurl to al»»t 2W «K3 

•4. A. I. RjlflV (I88ll9>8y; R«$sbi» leroluliuiui)'; twamc Conunissa ftii tfie 
Intaioc alter the October Rerdntwo of 1917 and a mrober of the Pohtbuio 
in 1922. On Lenm'r dalh (1924) be nocteded as Oiairman oE the Council 
oF ComnuBais (ic- pjcwi« rf Ac USSR.). «c «is epslled tom the Folrt 
buio in 19J0 and cusuted ifttr a pubic trial for hcason. 
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little about cominunitni and cared less, and gradually they do eloped 
IlD^tll^ty to Uic Soviet porvci whfcb did not MCw with favour lltc lioard- 
ing of com and tlic profiteering m whidr the liclicr peasantry was 
indulging, 'llic blockade of Russia by tlic western European nations 
and ilic possession of some of the nclicst food producing areas in tlic 
South by hostile powers orated a tcrnblc crisis in the large cities and 
tlic Red army liad to face starvation. Irnmcdulc and energetic steps 
were taken by tlic Soviet Government and the hoarded stores of food 
were commandccTcrl from the ridicr peasantry. 

lliis eased the situation Iwl tlic inherent conflict between tlic advanc- 
ed class-conscious city worker and the conservative pasantry attached 
to die soil, continued, and ulHiiutdy Uie latter made its uciglit felt 
At die insbiiec of Lenin die vviiolc policy of the State was suddenly 
changed and what is called die “New ^onomic Policy"* was intro- 
duced. Wicthcr Lenin was forced by ciicumstanca to follow this 
line or, as some novv asscit, it was dm natural and intended outcome 
of hU policy, it is dtfflcuU to say. Tlie period of militant communism* 
could not last long, but the manner of its ending certainly seemed to 
indicate tivat die pressure on the Government was great. 

Lenin adapted himself to the circumstances even at the cost of some 
of the principles of communism. Ife gave in to tlic peasantry and to 
die pet^ traders, but his giant boin evoKed a nciv and subtle sclicmc 
to introduce the industrial oudook amongst the peasanby. “What is 
communism?” asked Lenin once, and he himself gave the strange 
reply that it was “Tlic Soviet Republic plus electrification" He laid 
down that the wfholc of Russia must be clatnfied. It was a stupendous 
piojcct, for Ruvsia is a vast country. But already it las made good 
progress and Russians point widi great satisfaction and pride to large 
maps which show the many gicat power stations winch have sprung 
up ah ovCT tlic country. 

Tlie power of the peasantry is ondoubti^ly growing in Russia. The 
seats of autiiority may be filled l^ workers and intellectuals but little 
can be done, against tlie dead weight of the disapproval of the peasantiy. 
The controversy between lie rival groups in the communist party - 
Stalin V. Trotsk7“is laigdy roncemed with tlie attitude to be taken 


Z. A period of iclibYC economic Idxnluation — Uit period of the New Economic 
Policy which listed from l‘>21 to 1928 KEP iltowcd limited pruaie eota 
prise and trade 

3. The period ol 'War CornDtunran from 1918 to 1921. ohm Russia had to 
bee cistI war and fotagn mtenenbon Thwe was eitennse nationalisation, 
food requLsiboning, and conbe) oter mdusiiy. 
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'lien 


-ua. .vwpa. .ttv.k «« a vomoioolu lau jii yuipui bll 
the hue turned. Puiing this period of vrat and dcebni; ji, 
lost about 30 per cent ol abU-bodicJ man power and Ujof ' 
dcstniction of livestock and impIciDcnts. Cattle raising «cnM^ 

•to per amt and the aia unda cnlbation drojrpcd frB,„ irn 
dcssatincs* in 19H to 75 million in 1921. Tlicsc figures are hi 
tlic itpoit presented by Ryloff*. the Chairman of the Coujjni^^ 

®f Pco- 


* A Routine 11 ngiul tc iKoot Zlf aaci 

4. A. 1. Rylov flSSI t9J8); RuaM tevfltuUwurjl Irccame Coa 

lulBwr aflcJ llie OcloHa Roohliwi «•( 19J7 snJ a monhn Itif 

m IML Oo Unm'j iaA (1924) Iw wotodexJ „ CUainai,",“'' '’♦'■Uxso 
of Coinniwaii (le, piannf of the US5R.). lie »a$ npclijjj c 
bufo in 1910 aiii ncatrf afttr a jnAlc bial let hMson J’oli 


41 ; 



SEIXCTtD WORKS OF JANVAllARUL ^'EBW 


pics' Commissars, to llic tenth annu'cisai^' session of the Central Execu* 
ti\c Committee of the U.S5.R. in October, 1927, RjVoff also gave 
the following figures of the aggt^tc wluc of agricultural output. 

In 1913 11,790 million roubles t 

1921 6,900 million roubles 

192S27 12,776 

Estimate for 1927-28 13.186 

Tlius in spite of the great fall in 1921 the pre-war level had already 
been rcach^ and exceeded last year, 'flic pre-war level of the area 
under cultivation and of cattle raising Was also reached in 1927. 'HiC 
Central Government is investing large amounts of apilal irr agricultural 
improvxaiicnts. In 1926-27 the %urc was 418 million icmblcs: in 1927-28 
it was proposed to invest $20 million roubles. 

Tlrcse figures, and Uicy are supported by indq>cndcnt testimony, indl- 
ate rapid progress. The progress is rcmarteblc when Ure manifold diffi- 
culties and the lack o! aid from outside are considered. 

f A touble IS lougtily n^uivatcDt to 2 En^sh shillop os lU. 1-M. 


10. Criminal Law* 


Nothing is perhaps more confusing to Uic student of Russa than the 
conflicting reports that come of the treatment of prisoners and of the 
criminal law. We arc told rf the Red Terror and ghastly and horrible 
details arc provided for our comumptian; we are also told that the 
Russian prison is an ideal residence where any one can live in comfort 
and ease and with a minimum of restraint. Our owm visit to the chief 
prison in Moscow created a n»sl favounble impression on our minds. 
Probably there is a measure of truth in both the statements. But before 
we examine the practice it is dcriiahle to study the theory of tire criminal 


1. Fust pubbihfd u an aiticie ui TA( Hindis 5 May 1928. 
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law in Russia. It may be that there is a great divergence betacea theory 
and practice, but tlic foimcr mil at Icatt tell us what ideals tlie Russians 
have placed before tiicmsehes. 

The new Criminal Code tame into force on tire Ut Jatiuaijv 192?, 
in the R.S.F.SJI., that i^ in Russia proper, I do not know if it appli'cs 
to the other republics of the Unloa. Qcfocc 1927 the tribunals had a 
few decrees to guide them but u'cib gcneratly supposed to deride on 
grounds of common sense and equi^. Tlicse tribunals were composed 
of workmetr and peasants. 

Under the new Code botli the judge and the jury have to be chosen 
fsoBi tn«\ who enjoy political ri^ts undo tiv* consbtotion o? the 
U55.R. Tlius they must he tvoiUis, other manual or intellectual. 
Capitalists, persons hving on rent and nep men (those who unda the 
new economic policy practise a modified form of capiblism) and the 
like, are thus esclud^. The tribunal is picsidal over by a judge elected 
for one year by tlie local soviet of workers and peasanb. He is helped 
by too jury men clioscn apparently also by the local soviet, that is by 
aU the voters in tlie area. These jury men arc constantly cliaogrrf os 
each poson serve once a ye» only, fbt six days at most. Thus great 
numb^ of Korkers take part ui the working of the tribunals. K was 
estimated that in 1926-27 over 5,00,000 vvorkeis and peasants helped 
the judges in this nay thiouglmut Russia. 

Lenin specully desired that as mmy people « posible, and specially 
the poorest inhabitants of the country, sht^d assist in the administra- 
Iron of justice, He declared that »hc Soviet power must call these poor 
people to help in tiic tribunals » that they participate in the gov- 
ernment of the country, and Ums shooM idenhfy themselves vvifli die 
State, fn this vvay they vvtiuld quicUy learn the sdence of political 
power. 

The idea of 'punishment' is not approved of in the Soviet Code, and 
the word itself has been replaced ^ a phrase, measures of social 
defence.” There is a sbhl probibilioo against the inSictioa of physical 
suEering or the doing of anytMog which lessens human dignity. Article 
9 of the Code ays: 

‘The measures of social defence do rwt have for their object the 
infliction of physical suffering « the human dignify, not 

ate they meant to avenge or ynoR*-"* 

• tniEhr be conbaitd with arti* 97* of the Uflitd Piovmres Jul Mimial: 
"Ubow m a pJ shoold be wnsdeied n a means of punishment sad 

not of eroplovmrat oolj; Dtidiei should the qneshoa of its hong highly t^ 
muoaame have much wo^t, the d>|«rt of pwanount unpottuw beiDj that 
Xaxsa wh siwoH be ufaomc a*f bbewn and a onse of liiead to evil 
doeK." 
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Clime, according to the Sowet Ctimiaal Law, is alw-aj-s the outcome 
of the antagonisms existing in a sod^ dh-ided into classes; it is alwajs 
the result of a faulty social orpmsation and a had environment 
These ideas about punishment and crime were first put forward and 
discussed in some detail by an Italian, Enrico Feni*. But no state, 
with the exception of Soviet Russia, has «> far incorporated them in its 
criminal code. 

The convicts can thus more or less be called detenus, and tiie Soviet 
penitentiaiy system is based on the coHaiivc worh of these detenus. 
Anofliei method is compulsory wrodc wilhoit the complete deprivation 
of liberty. The latter is the usual form for all except those who have 
committed serious oSences. 

The measures of social defence need not nccessanly be applied to 
every act mentioned in the Code as being against soda! order. If in 
reality there is no danger, or the delinquent cannot be considered danger- 
ous to society, the tribunal need not apply these measures to him. It 
may be also that the act committed Umugh originally daDgerous may 
have ceased to be so. Thus during the blodade of 1918, when there 
was great scarcity of food, the talaog of false bread cards vvas a serious 
oSence. lu 1927 however there was no such scarcity and the oSence 
bad litde meaumg. Probably a tribunal would not punish any one now 
for having committed this oSence even foimerly. 

The death penalty vvas abolished by the Soviet soon after they came 
to power, but only a few days later they had to reinstate it for acts 
of treason. It has abo been appli^ in cases of corruption and embez- 
zlement of pubhc funds. Article 21 of the Code now states that: 

"The peiulty of death is a temponiy measure of repression for the 
most serious crimes which threaten the very basis of the Soviet power 
and the proletarian State; it is onty applied in exceptional cases of 
defence, pending ib total abolition.'' 

A proviso bys down that no pregnant woman, and no one who had 
not attainol tire age of 18 at the time he committed tiie crime, can 
sufiei the death penalty. 

The measures taken by tiie state agamst criminals are divided into 
tiirce classes: 

(1) repressive; 

(2) m^cal treatment; 

(3) pedagogic treatmcnL 

2. (lSs6-l9Z9); Ibtoa wbo anpluased Uit sodal ud eCQooimC 

factot) undctl)'!]]^ dime; dun£c 2 Uoa of criioioali u a tosis for 

pievtoto-e trattneot. 
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Tlie last named is for childrm and Oie joung. The law forbids abso- 
lutely all judicial measures of correction for children up to the age of 14. 
From 14 to 16 such measures can only be taken on the report ol a 
special commission, consistii^ of a doctor and an educationist and if 
it is found that medical or pedage^ treatment will have no effect. 
Tlie various repressive measures taken by the state aiei 

1. The death penalty. 

2. The criminal is declared an enemy of the workers, b deprived 
of hb atizenship of the U55.Il., and U banbhed. Persons 
thus banished by the judgment of a court cannot enter tlie 
temtorics of the U55.R. at their own will; should they do 
so they rbk tlie pena% of deadi. 

3. The deprivation of hlioty for a period not exceeding ten years. 
Formerly tlie maximum period was five years but in 1922 this 
was increased to ten. In reality few convicts or detenus have 
to remain in jail ten yean. But bv a system of remissions for 
work* done die period of ten years can be reduced by two or 
three years. 

4. Compulsory labour nithout total deprivation of liberty. The 
person condemned b not kept in detention all the time. He 
can go on leave. For the peasants compulsory lease a given 
during the harvesting season and other periods whet) agricul* 
turn! work ha; to be done. 

5. Los; of civic rights. 

6. Banishment for a period from the U.S5.F. 

7. Deportation from the R.S.F5R. (Russia proper) or from any 
other republic in the Union, with or without the obligation 
to hve in a particular place. 

8. For officiaU-dismissal. with or without a prohibition to occupy 
a particular post 

9. Prohibition to praetbe a particular profession. 

10. Confiscation, total or paitiah of goods. 

11. Public blame. 

12. Fine. 

The Code lays down that in place of fine there can be no imprison- 
ment, and no fine in place of impnsoiunent 
It b abo laid down that counle^^evQlutionary crimes or treason in- 
fJiidc iin/ arfs another -wakets' state even though it mav not 

belong to the U,SS.R. Russians of comse pride themselves on not 
being national in the nanow sense. They befee in the international 
solidarity of wotters and that dogan is not “Russians unite,” but “work- 
CB of ie world unite.” 
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During our stay in Moscow w had occasion to visit a prison on the 
outskirts of the city. W'c vverc told Uiat it was meant for the more 
serious offenders only, 'Die huildu^g was an old one — it used to be 
a Tsarist prison — and was not ptcpossesshig. On entering it we found 
ourselves in a lobby with many corrilots radiating from it witli ceils 
on dllrer side. There were tluee stories. We uere asked by tie gov- 
ernor of the prison to choose the cells we wished to see so tlut vve 
might not tlrink lliat we had been shown selected cells. The insistence 
on our choosing (lie celts outscKcs was rather curious and seemed to 
indicate tliat the whole prison was more or less of a sliow' pbcc, seri- 
ally meant for tire cdiScatioo of visitors. 

We went inside some cells. They were narrow and uncomfortable 
tvtUi bvo or three cots in ach. 'nicrc appeared to be little venblation 
but tlris was apparently avmdcd as onach as possible owing to the great 
cold. The cells were not particularly clean or tidy. They lud a num- 
ber of books, and m two cells we saw radio sets which we were told 
had been fitted up by the piisorjcn concerned. 

There were over 450 prisoners, most of them sentenced for the graver 
offences to long terms of imprisonment — the longest being ten years, 
which was trsrially reduced by two or three jean for good work and 
good conduct The whole prison staff consisted of about SI or 53 
persons including Uie governor, and the surgeon and his assistants. This 
number worked in three shifts of Sliours a day each. Thus at one time 
there were not more than 17 or 18 members of the staff on du^. 
This seemed a small number specially as there were no convict warders. 
We were told that to appoint piisoncR to watch other prisoners was 
considered vey objectionable. We also noticed that the warders bad 
no arms, not even sticks. Only two men at the principal entrance had 
bayoneb. 

The governor of the prison iolormeii tu tiiat tire idea underlying the 
pcBun system vns$ not fo ptmuh or <6 ma^ an exampfe or' t^e oifendb*" 
but to sqjarate him from society and improve him by making him work 
in a disciplined manner. Indeed the V'ety word "ptison’ was not favour- 
ed as it savoured too much of old methods of v engeance and punishment 


1. Fast piJjlijhEd ar an artick id the Htnda, 8 ^tay 1928. 
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Instead, a long name, ^’ihich I foigeli but whieb si|iiified a place for 
impK>\cnicnt by meua of woik, oi some Hang, was given. Tbc 
idea vas that the human clcmait m the prisoneis must not be crushed. 
No numbere \icte ghen to them and as fax as we could see no special 
dress was prescribed. We saw 2S to 30 ptisonets ssalhing about ia the 
prion jard during an intct\-at in theu voiUc^ Lour, and theic appeared 
to be nothing in their diesses to distinguish them. In tbb jard some 
games could be placed, including baslel-bail. 

We asked if fetten and handcuffs woe used. The Covemor laughed 
and said that they kept these aiticles in their museums, and if we 
wwnted to see tliem used we hi bomgasis ccmntriesl Even 

when prisoDOS were taken outside the jail handcuffs or fetters were 
not used. 

All the prisoners had to work 8 houn a day. A few did special woik 
for which they might have been previously trained, but most of ffiem 
walked in a teidilc factory attached to the jail. A great part of the 
jaQ was couserted into a spinurng and weaving factory, and the machines 
WBC working away at full pressure. Inside this factory there was hardly 
any evidence of the jij, except the presence of one unarmed warder 
at the cntaance to ea^ hall, u!io kept the dooi locked. 

\S^e were told that as far as pottle trade union rules applied to 
the jail workcR, hours of wortv etc, and apparently the trade union 
occasionally inspated them for the purpose. The wotleR were given 
wages which wme behveen 30 per cent and 50 per cent of the tnde 
union rales of wages outside. Two-thirds of these wages were kept in 
a reserve fund for the prisoner and be was not allowed to toudi ^em. 
On being discharged this money as irell as any other that may lie to 
his credit was given to him, so that he have somethmg to start 
Me afresh. One-third of liis earnings couH be spent by the prisoner 
in buying anything available in the jad slom w even from outside when 
feasible. We saw this stoic. It was in charge of a prisoner and con- 
tained cigarettes, articles of food and Ir^ct, etc. Books could be pur- 
chased. No cash was given to the piisoneis hat they could sign vouchers 
in making purchases and the jail office adjusted the accounts. Friends 
or relatives outside could send money or goods to prisonen. 

Prisoners were permitted to smoke at any time and <»u]d speak to 
each other. There was a barber's shop made the jail fitted up like any 
cheap barber's shop in a vvoikiog ^juarter oE a ciqi. It was run 
by a pik>u« who earned nu»^ ^ work there. The ptisQuen 
visiting him paid Uim out of their own einiuigs. We watched a prisoner 
bang shaved and at the end an EaudeCologne spray was pven. 

We asked if diere were any pohtkal prisoners. We were taken to 
two. One of them tnld us that he had soilenced to ten yean for 
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spring in Russia on bcliaU ol Czcclioslovakia. He V’las a sscll educated 
man and a good musician. Hence he lud been made the diicctor of 
;nuiie in t)jc JaiJ, Wjcn ssc enlcrcd liis cell l>c was actuall)' aniting 
tlic musical score of a piece. He lud a isiiclcss set in bis cdl ulu'cli 
he had fitted up liimsclf out of tib earnings. 

Tlic second poliUcal prisona we were taken to was a Russian who 
had been sentenced for a wry gnne ofTcncc. He liad been an asiator 
in the Red Army and during Ihc civil vvais when numerous attempts 
were made by old Russian gcncials, with the assistance of the allied 
governments, to break the Soviet power, he deserted the Red jVrmy 
and flew over willi his actopbnc to lire enemy. He was bter captured 
and sentenced to dcatlr, tl»c sentence being subsequervtiy commuted to 
10 years. He had already served 3 to 4 years and he was hoping to grt 
off in anodict 3 or 4 jacs. He bad been put in cliarge of riic clKtfic 
Strings of the jail. He also bad a radio set in his cell and a number 
of books. 

As we were very much pressed fot time we were unable to see as 
murii of tire jail as we wanted to. We had ttr impression tlut we bad 
been shown tire brighter side of jail life. Nonetheless two facts stood 
out. Ooe was that we had actually seen desirable and radical imp^t}^^ 
ments over tlic old system prevailing even now in most countries; and 
tlie second and even mote impoitaot fact was the mentabty of tlie 
piisoQ olficials, and presumably die higher officials of the government 
also, in regard to jails. Actual conditions may or may not be good 
but the general principles laid down (or jaib arc cciUinly far in advance 
of anything we had known ebewbere in practice, Anyone willi s laiowl- 
edge of prisons in India and of the barbarous way in which handcufis, 
fetters and other punishments ate used will appreciate the diflcicncc. 
The governor of the prison in Moscow who took us round was all the 
time laying stress on the human side of jail hfc, and how it was their 
endeavour to ke^ this in the front and not to make the prisoner feel 
in any way dehumanised or outcasted. I wish we in T prijri would re- 
member this wholesome piinciplc and practise it m our daily Lves even 
outside jail. 

The prison we saw was a central jail for serious offenders — those who 
had cemmiHed murder, h^h ixeason, ete. The usual sentence was the 
maximum, which, apart from the death sentence, is ten years. In other 
jails, where lesser offenders arc sent; we were told that conditions were 
even more agreeable and considerable freedom was allowed to prisoners. 
They ate even permitted to go home for a few days on paroL In the 
case of peasanb this leave is usua% gven during harvest tune so that 
they can utilise it to the best advantage. 
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Miss Freda Utley has contributed an interesting article to tire March 
number of the Sodalisi Iteriew, dcscribfog a visit to a Eolsboik prison 
in Georgia. It u-as in Tiffis. She tells us iiow hununely the prisoners 
nere treated and how they uere all being educated. Tire Russians arc 
tying to put into practice what pqrcbotogists have discussed for jeats 
past and their prison S)-Stcm, instep oE biutalising offenders, tends to 
change them into good cituens. Crime u (cgatded as the result oE bad 
environment, and bek oE eduatioa and andastanding. Criminals are 
therefore treated as "victims of economic cucomstanccs or as sick and 
ignorant people who have to be taken into an institution to be trained 
to live in society." 

IE this account is correct, and U what «e saw ourselves truly repre- 
sents the state of prisons in the Russbo Union, it can be said without 
a shadow of doubt that to be in a Russian pnson is far preferable Uaan 
to be a worker iu an Indian factory, whoso lot is 10 to 11 hours w ork a 
day and then to live in a crowded and dark and airless tenement, hardly 
fit for an animal. Tlic mere bet (hat there are some prisons like the 
oQB vse saw is in itself sumcihing for the Soviet CovemmeDt to be 
proud of. 

In considering this question bowcvci we should bear in mind too 
facts. 1116 Soviet Covemment has a special and a ruthless way of treat' 
hg its political opponents and all those whom it may uispect of counter- 
tevolutianaiy activvtla. The buoiane principles oE tlie general cTtminal 
bw are not supposed to app% to them as they are considered to be the 
enemies of society. These people have been beated badly and in some 
cases very cruelly in tlic past and hence many of the stones of the 
Red Terror and Bolshevik tyranny. Eatrome cases of such treatment 
may not occur now euept when a war scare lightens Moscow, but even 
now the hand of the Soviet Covciniiieiit lies heavily on all its political 
opponents. Thus we base the general Uw of the land apphed 
humanely to the great majo^ of the popubtion say 9S per cent; aud 
5 per cent or so bdog suspected and watched and treated badly. The 
oidmaiy worker and peasant q probably very much better off; the relics 
of Tsarism and some individuals who ate too independent for the gow* 
emment ate much worse off. 

Another consideratian to be borne in nuad is the paucity of funds 
at the disposal of flic Bolsheviks. They want to spend cvciythbg they 
have on industrial development on education and agriculture. They 
have no desire to spend it or erecting b^e prisons. They say that 
they hope to abolish most of the jmsons by their better organisation of 
society. Why then wasteaicneyoaprisonr? For the present thg- cany 
on with the old Tsarist prisons, fc Mosrajw and m (he brger cities 
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these prisons may he in tolerable conation, but probably in the pro- 
vbces tliey are not at all presentable. And tlic Soviet Government Viill 
not spend money on imptovit^ fliem. Hence probably the accounts of 
bad conditions in sonre of tirese jails. 

But tlie ideal of a better social order and a humane criminal law, 
which inspires lire Soviet luiKtbnaiy in a prison or outside, is some* 
tiring far more important than brids and mortar and a better jail build- 
ing. If that ideal endures Rmsb 'nail mabc good despite all difficulties. 


12. The Pioblem of MinortiioB’ 


Many of us are apt to imagine tliat India is particularly unfortnnate 
itt having to face a complicated problem of minorities and different 
comcnunitics, As a matter of fact many otlier countris have faced and 
solved this problem. Russia specblly is a country with numerous na- 
tional nrinorities vvitlt different languages and cultures, and it is interest- 
ing and instructive for us to study the methods of die Bolsheviks in 
regard to tliese minorities. 

In Tsarist Russia there were about 140 different nationalities who did 
not speak Russian. There were twenty nationalities of one million 
each: the Turco-Tartars numbered 20 millions, the Ukrainians 25 to 
50 millions, tire Poles 3 millions, and the Jews 7 millions. The non- 
Russian speaking nationalities were 57 per cent of the total population. 

The old policy, under the Tsar, was to pitch one nationality i^ainst 
the other. Attempts were made to Russianise aliens by bnngmg them 
into the Russian church. Any person, belonging to these minority 
groups, who aspired to become a piufessor had to change his religion 
and enter the orthodox church. The teaching of minority languages 
was not encouraged and sometimes was activ^y repressed. In 1851 
under a decree of the Tsar all Fohsh schools were closed; only the 
religmus schools of the Jews and htoslems were permitted to continue. 
Thus these minority commumties became very backw-ard. 


1. Fust [mbUshed ts an article m Tte JJtnctu, 10 May 192S. 
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Soon aftct the Octoba lloT)lutioa in 1917 the 2rnl Ml Russia Con- 
gtess oi SenieU tnadc the fuRonin^ dcdantionsi— 


(1) equality and soictcignlr ot the peoples of Ilussia. 

(2) Right of self detennination, evta to separation and formation 
of 3U indcpcndait states 

(3) lUiolition of all and oct) kind of national, racial and religious 
prisiltges. 

(•() I'tec iJcscfopincnt uf natibiiaf minorities and ctfinographifi 
groups. 

Tlic Russian Union tlic US5JU — u a federation of six ronsti- 
tuQit republics. Some of these republics ace tlicmcists federations and 
Ime besides rtunv aulouomous areas, 'rms ach coirsidcnble mmorit)' 
inlubiting a patticulat area has a great deal of autonomy and can develop 
its own language and culture, ft is the policy of tlic CaCnl Coicm- 
ment not only to leave tlicsa republics and autonomous areas to uork 
along their ovvn lines but to help them actiixly to develop iJicit resources 
and eultura. Schools conduct^ in tlic total languages ate opened; an 
altoiipt is made to carry on public activities, work in the Soviets, etc, 
in tlie language of the area; and ocuspapen ate published in tliese 
laogoaga 

A clistinction is nude bctwccQ the politital rights and tlie cultural 
lights of a tninorily group. So fa as liic former ate concerned tlicy 
lure tfic ume tights as any otha m(norit}’<on]n)URit}’ or u Oie {Rajo^ 
ity. llicy arc not specially protected or given any weightage or separate 
iqircsentalion, except in so far as a uhole area may be made icto an 
autonoiiious ana. In cultural nutters, honever, siucir more !ncdm is 
given to tlicm and tlicir rights ate spccuBy protected. The Central 
Covemmeut feels tliat so long as thae are bacUard ccmmunifics in 
the Union the progress of tlie whole Union will be rebrded, and lienee 
the stress on lotUing up of tiicsc groups. 

In 192&27 the primary schools, spccuBy meant for different national 
groups, in one of tlic constituent republics ~ tlic R.SF.S.R. alone (but 
including iiotthem Caucasus) — amoimted to: 


for Turkish nationalty 

... 1,197 

„ Ugro-Finns 

... ifiiQ 

„ People witli western colbiie 

... 1,272 

„ Mongols and Manchuiuns 

... 25S 

„ Moitb Caucasus 

... 783 

„ People of tile North 

... 36 


llic school books ate prepared in the Afferent languages. Indeed 
pfitfijty mslruction is given iwir ia 62 differeat languages in the Unbn, 
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and books and.papeR are issued in 52 languages. In August 1927 the 
nnvspapeis of the national ininotitics in the Soviet Union numbered 
201, with a total circulation of 9,28,580 copies. 

Prior to flie revolution many nationalities had no regular written 
language, e.g., .the Mordwa, Clmyls, Oirats, and tlie South Siberian 
peoples. The Soviet Governmoil had new scripts prepared for 16 such 
groups, and it reformed many other scripts and made them simpler and 
more scientific. 

Attempts have been made in the eastern republics to follow up the 
building of schools conducted in the nahve language by introducing 
this language in the local soviets and public institutions. This is speci- 
ally succeeding in Tartaristan. In die village soviets of Taitaristan the 
Tartar language has been adopted at the following rate: 

1922 1923 1924 1925 

20 50 80 S5 

Tire town soviets have made similar progress. 

During the last two or ttitee years special steps have been taken to 
prepare teachen fot higher education in the non-Russiats languages* 
For this purpose 28 linguistic departments were opened, up to last year, 
in the higher schools. These depactmeats will give a r^ar supply of 
graduates after a few years. 

The Corumissariat of Education also sets aside a number of places to 
train young people in languages, customs of natioiialities, etc. Ihe num- 
bers of these during the last few years were;— 

In 1923 ... 991 

n 1924 ... 1,034 

„ 1925 ... 1,777 

„ 1926 ... 1,283 

Of these 236 men were Turco-Tarbn. 

Wotnciv ia some of these eastern republics are making great progress. 
In Uzbekisbn before the levobibon women were mostly purdanashins, 
seldom litente, and in a sbte of half slavoy. Now m this republic of 
Central Asia thac are 276 women’s educabonal mstitutions vviU: 13,200 
students. Of all the students of the national minonties 20 per cent last 
year were women. Tliey are spccuUy attracted to educational work 
and also to medicine. 

It is diScult to draw arqf final conclusions about anytliing Russum 
at this stage, but it would certainly appear from the progress made in 
the last five years tliat the problem of minorities has b^ largely solved 
there. This docs not mean that annplete equality has been established 
and thae arc no evils left. Ryko^ tiic Prime Minister of the Russian 
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Union, sblcJ bjt jnst lliat ahhonjU much progreu kJ ken made, 
much itill icnuincd. Tliqr l>ul not succcwlcd m uproolmg scifdom, 
igaouncc swJ HJpctstitmn. By ilcacc they bj ntablishcd tlic com- 
plete equality of all nationalities in tlie Union, but in practice this sc-as 
not fully Oonc. Full eijuality ciwU only come nilli tlic rcnionl of eco- 
nomic and cultural (jillocnccs. Sot couM voinen be free till they 
atuincii economic ficcdotn also. 

KyLoti is (citamly right ui dmtag attention (o alt that has not been 
done. Cut the tucccssci alitaily achieved aic great enough and show 
tlut p[o]>c;ly belled the jnohlau of uiiDuntics can be toUcil s\ith 
rapidity and ease 'ilia hundiol and 01y yuit of Qiitisli rule in fndia 
coinpjtc scry bdly m tlk tcsjscct uith litis cffoii But nuy ne sshispa 
>t7 Hie Uiilisli do not svant the ptoblcm to be solscd. 


n. Edueallen' 


Ills new ilussia is a fascinating study fion many points of siew. Cot 
to an Indian the most intaoling and instructise aspect of het nciv policy 
is prubbly her altitude to education and specially her gallant Sght 
against illiicncy. Diormous agncultural areas msUi an almost illiterate 
pcasantiy oticr problems for solution uliich ate not dissimilar to outs. 
An eminent cduutionist of America, Dr. Luq' L. W. Wilson, fm utit- 
ten a little book on die Stw Sc/ioofs of Srw fkou’ uliich giscs us 
»mc idea of how tiio Soviet govanaicnt is trying to sol\« these pro- 
blems. 'Hiis book is one of tlic excdknt studio of Soviet Russia uliich 
the Vanguard Press of New York arc publahbig. 

Tlic first impresaon tbt one plliu from this study, and from all 
accounts of Russia, is of the ownnous inipoibncc tlut is atbehed to 
the education of youth by the Boldicvik leaders and rank and hie. vUI 
tlis uotid over tlicrc is a rcaliatkui lliat only through right education 
can a better oidcr of sockly be biult up. In Russia the leaders today 
base no doubt as to ulut this future «dcr should be and afire with 
tiicir ideals they have set thcnsclvo out to icalse it in thdr oirn time. 

1. lint as ailxlcs la Young laiks, 9, 16 and 21 iSegiut 192S. 

2. fjbkikil ui 1915. 
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'riicy liavc conccnlralcd Uicir great energy on tlic training of the youlli 
of Uic country, and Uicir allot men and \vomcn have been cliargcd 
with Uiis task. Within a few days of the October resolution willi civil 
war raging in the heart of Petn^rad and every one predicting the speedy 
collapse of the BolshcviVs, they had time to announce tlicir educational 
programme. Later, with amazing audacity, they proebimed tliat they 
would put an end to illiteracy in Uie whole country witliin ten )can. 
It was not merely a pious vvisli. Tlicy bid down a definite programme 
not only for tlic education of the youtli but to “liquidate illiteracy," as 
they called it, in tlic adult popubtion. 

nicy failed in their endeavour. 'Hie fates were against tlicm. Civil 
war continued, and Uie wars of the intervention, and famine and block' 
ade ravaged the country and reduced it to a pitiful condition. But 
altliough they failed to liquidate illiteracy tiicy have shown remarkable 
results witliin these ten years. 

A second outsbnding feature of Russun education b tlie icbtion 
whicli exists between Uie sdiool and tlie everyday world. Education 
is not somctliing in the air, cut off from the ^ily life of Uie student 
or from his future work as a citizen. Real education, it is felt, must be 
based on the actual environment and cxpcncncts of the child and it 
must fit him for tlie woH: he will have to do in aftcr-hfe. In order 
tlierefoie to pbn an intelligent cuniculum, one of Uie leading educa- 
tionists nude a thorough study of an industxbl region and an agri* 
cultural region. It is Msg continually pressed on all teachers that 
tiiey must keep in intimate tonclv wiUi the life conditions of their pupils 
so as to be able to adapt their currkuluni to them. 

Thu necessitates Uiat tlic medium of instruction should be the mother 
tongue. Tlie Soviet Union has a far greater diversity of peoples rmd 
bnguages than Indu has, but in spite of Uie difficulties involved, this 
principle has been rigidly adhered to. For every different bnguage 
group in the Union the schools use tiic particular bnguage of tliat group. 
Sometimes in the same dty the language of instruction in different 
schools is different. Efforts arc made to develop in evoy way the local 
languages. The soviets in different areas are encouraged to carry on 
thdr work in the language of the tepoiu Official newspapers and boob 
vJi syishfti in. bvi/giaj,^ wii •ruAAi.'ics kssu. cujifinfid. 

in Leningrad and Moscow and elsewhere to train teachen in the various 
bnguages. There arc at present 45 such institutes The big universi- 
ties iiave specbl faculties for national minorities. Tliis desire to en- 
courage the culture of tlie minonbes has been earned so far that where 
there w'ere only spoken diakets and no written bnguages, new scripts 
have been evolved. ^Vhea we visited the Education Department at 
Moscow we were shown many school boob in a variety of scripts, some 
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resembling the Persian script, oUiCis entirely unknowTi to us. 

An extreme aamplc may palup* caiti^ some idea of the length to 
which the Soviet government is cattjing this poliq. There is a small 
ttbe in tlie Irkutsk i^ion of Siberia. U is called tlie Karagass tribe and 
in all it numbets -105, iaclu&ig infants. They speak a variant of the 
Turkish language and are a nomad pa^e living chiefly by Iiimting. 
Even for the children of those people a special school was opened. It 
IS attended in winter only as tlie pupils accompany their patents in their 
summer wanderings. Another nomid pcoplr^ the Gjpsies, have direc 
schools and an attempt u being made to produce a " Gjpsy Speller". 
This has not been easy as tlicic q no Gypsy alphabet 

The names of some of llic other national minorities In the Soviet 
Union might be of intocst They ate Uic Poles, Ukrainians, Latvians, 
Eslhonians, Cennans, Finns, Helrcws, Annenians, White Russians, 
Samoyeds, OstiaVs, Mongolians, Yakub, Tartars, BasliUrs, Tungas, 
Bmyab, YuLagirs, Kamtchadols, Esquimos; fSighiz. Hakassians. Oirab, 
Tchtivasli, Komi, Mari, Kabnud; Ingush, hbrdtans, Assyrians in Nor- 
thern Caucasus, and Koreans. This b not meant to be a complete Ibt. 

As tlib articie b wntten the newspapeis announce that the Leningrad 
Academy of Science* has founded an institute* for the study of Buddhbt 
cultuic. The institute b eompilbg an Kicydopaedia of Buddhism, and 
an mtcmational Coogtess tor the study of Buddhist culture u going to 
be convened. 

It b intercstiog to note that in many d the outlying republics of the 
Russian Unioa, for instance ainoogst (he TaiCars and Qasbb'n, women 
who till lately were in purdah, are being trained as teachers. 

A third feature of Soviet educalun, whidi necessari!/ follows from the 
principle of communism, u ib oegaabation for tlie masses. In most 
countries the better type of (ducstion is a monthly of the we]l.bn3o in 
private schools. In Russia an attempt b made to give this education 
to aR And it is based on the pnnciple that education must be col- 
lective or c(K)pcrarive, that is, (be goat b not merely (he acquisition of 
knowledge and individual skS but (be ability b give to others and to 
take from them. Krupskaya, flw widow of Lenin and a leadbg educa- 
tionist, has slated in thb connection that, " The coUechve principle is 
boQi the point of departure and the final arm of every educational pro- 
CCS. This principle irms throu^ it like a ted tliread. Except through 
the cullectrve oigatiisaUan of the childtcn Rieic is no social education. . . . 
Thb principle b its base, its essence and its content" 

5. The scadany of Sciences of tf55BL w tncittil >t Loimgiad hB 193<, when 
It V.1S aoyti to Moscow. 

4. The Oriental Section o£ the LenmgpB Acatany of Sciences. 
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Education in the daj? of tiic Tsar was largely in the hands of the 
orthodox church. Its purpose was to teach lojally to lire Tsar and the 
Chutclr and, as in Indb, to provide ckihs for goscrament oiSccs. TIic 
‘lower classes' were not encouraged to rise abosc their sbtion. A 
Tsarist minister of cducatiwi hid it down that, " the children of coach- 
men, senants, cools, laundresses and such hLc people should not be 
encouraged to rise aho\-e the sphere to which llicy were hom.” Chil- 
dren were taught (he following cafcchtsnr : 

Question ; Wiiai docs religion teach us as our duty to tlic Tsai ? 

Answer; Worship, fidelity, payment of bxes, scisicc, lose and 
prayer, the whole bdng comprised in the ssords 
woisliip and fidelity. 

The first decrees of the Soviet department of cducaSon provided for 
the separation of tlie school from the church, coeducation, and the 
encouragement of non-Russian natiotuhtics to organise scliools in that 
own languages. It was further hid down that a pie-school education 
for children from three to seven yean, elementary education from eight 
to rivche years and secondary education from Uiirtccn to sixteen were 
all free, obligatory and universal; and in addition it was proclaimed that 
every Russian citizen was entitled to higher education, ft is presumed 
tliat the social education of all childien up to fifteen or sixteen is the 
aSaii of tlve sbte and not of the family. The aim of this education has 
been stated to be : “ To promote the all-round development of an in- 
dividual who shall be healthy, stroi^, activt, courageous, independent 
in thou^t and action, willi a many-rided culture; an efficient person 
stiiviag for the interest of the working dass, which is ultimately for the 
inteiest of the whole of hurnanity.** 

Education therefore begins at the age of three. Before that the child, 
and indeed the pregnant ruotbet, is the responsibility of the department 
of health. Fregnant women workers are released from all work, with 
full wages, Qircc or four months before and after child birth and are 
entitled to receive free medical aid. The mother is further given suffi- 
cient time daily during woik-homs to muse her baby, who is kept in 
creches attached to the place of vvoil. 

Every factory and trade union contributes to a culture fund which 
tihances crecfies, nursery sefiooh, bridergartens and cfiddien’s playgrounds. 
In the pre-schools special attention u to hygiene, food and and sleep, 
and the curriculum ioclodes play, stories, excursions, music, art and 
drama. An attempt is made even at ths early age to encourage co- 
operative habits in the chddieiL In the last few years about 10,000 of 
these pre-schools have been started, but of course they can only serve a 
small proportion of the population. 
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ITic Trade Unionv ako conkribflte 10 pet cent of their income to 
adult education, and ia their coHective agreements with emploj’ers there 
is a special clause w hidi reqrmcs the latts to pay 1 po cent ti the total 
wages bill to this fund. 

EJementaiy and secondary education b conceived of as a wliole, the 
school being called the Unified Labour Sdiool and disided into a fint 
grade (elementary) and second grade (secondary). The full course 
van’es fiom seven to nine jear*. There arc certain special features of 
this schooL Thect ate no cucruiations fat adrobsion, and promotion 
fates place on the quality of the veal’s work, which is judged by the 
collective work of the group of uhfeb Uie student is a part. In all 
scliools there is coeducation, niete arc periodical medi’cal euraina- 
tions of the children and individual aitentioa is paid to the chDd’s capa- 
dt)'. Thus, weak children are acmpicd from heavy work; those with 
poor e)r:aghl are put in the first row. The Dalton plan has been largely 
adopted and this intalves (he givutg up of lecturing as a method of sO' 
stnjction. 

Student goremmeot in schools is enccura^ greatly and there axe 
many students' otginisations : Octobrists*, Panecn, Comsomof, Chil- 
dren's OMpenbves. Students have a coosidecable share in diawtrg up 
the sdool pKgnsunes. Communists o( course firmly believe is a cUs 
war but » br as schools are concerned Krtq>sh}a, Ltnin’t tridoiv, has 
stated that " student self govemotent annot be a copy of the forms of 
the political life of adults, for in the life of cbildren, neither class stnrggie 
nor class deminadoa can take {dace. The sdiool is ladisr an embi }0 
and a symbol of the future society without dasses.” £ut b spite of this 
praisewcithy ideal Qieie is probably a good ded of fricbon and anta- 
gonism even in the school. 

The cicunion method is very lacgdy used in the schools. One of the 
reasons why this has become so iuipuitant a m^liod was the paucity of 
equipment and books b the early yean. Students are being contbualiy 
taken in groups to museums, historical places, art galleries and to study 
nature. Sometimes longer eicuisions are otganwed to distant places and 
if funds are not sufficient the group tries to earn money en mute. 

Anotiitt important method of education b what is called the com- 
plex or project The complex is a ceolre of bterest round which arc 
grouped aD the associated ideas. For mstance the village compla would 
deal with village life; oops and harvests and agyicultunl produce; village 
hjgieac and social bfc; local trade; flie interrdation betwera village and 
town; the defects of rural bfc, their causes and cures; the government of 

S. A Rtuiun child B > tDOiiba of the Ortatnists (com the ages of 8 to 10. a 
Fiooeer (com 10 to 14 and a Koasnaal afle IbaC, 
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village. Large numbers of people are going through the army and re- 
turning to tlreic village homes wifli some training to help in the improve- 
ment of village conditions and in tfic fight against illitcmcy. 

There arc many number ol special schools and institutes — research 
institutes, technical schools, tcdinical sliort courses, workers’ faculties, 
peasant schools, schools for defectives (daf, blind, etc.), art and music 
schoob. One of the.most important training instituttons is the Institute 
of Psychology and Defcctology. Tlic m(Kt eminent psychologists, phy- 
sicians and educationists woH: in this institution for child study. 

For higher studies tliere arc about a score of universities besides tun 
special communist universities in Moscow. Tlic two latter are tire Orien- 
tal University* and live Sun Yat Sen University^. They are specially 
meant for teaching the communist doctrines and methods of pro- 
paganda. 

There was a tendency soon after tiic revolution to run down everything 
appertaining to the old rc^me. Even famous Russian classical authors 
were called bourgeois contemptuously and were not encouraged. Re- 
ligion of course was a special target .Gradually these tendencies have 
softened and there b more tolerance. There b no active anti-religious 
propaganda in the schoob althoogii the whole background of education 
is con-religious. The letter sent by Marim Goihy to Remain Rol- 
land, which was recently publbhed in the newspapers, showed that 
Russian authors of Tsarbt days are widely read and appreciated. The 
Russian, even though he may be a communist, b too much of an artbt 
not to appreciate good literature and art and music wherever they may 
be found. 

Lenin himself was very much attached to some famous Russian classics 
and used to be affected powerfully by good music. 

There is a story told of Luuachatslcy, the present Commbsar of Edu- 
cation, which gives us an insight into hb character. During the early 
days of the Revolution when civil war was waging, news came that a 
part of the Kremlin in Moscow was destroyed, The new's turned out 
later to be untrae but for flie moment Lunacharsky was greatly affected. 
With tears in his eyes he mshed op to Lenin and handed in hb resigna- 
tion. He could not stand, he s^, the destruction of the beautiful 
stnicbiw created in the past He was prevailed upon to withdraw his 
resignation but only after the custody of Russian art was placed in his 
hands. Lunacharsky, as head of the department of education, now con- 
trob libraries, museums, artistic and sdmtiSc institutions, the theatres, 

6. An Icsbtute of Orinttol Studies wis csUbluhed in Moscow in tks auttunn of 
1920. 

1 . The Sun Yat Sen Univerohr of Toilas of the East was cstabhshed in Moscow 
in 1925. 
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music, the cinematograph— practicallj the vshole of the cultural side of 
Russia. A poet and a dramatist and % lose of the humanities and jet 
a woludoiiaiy and a communist, he has given to the Russian educa- 
honat sjstem the wide cultural oollcx^ tthich it possesses. * 
Another leader to wliom Russian education owes much is Kmpskaja, 
the hfepattner of Lenm in his long j-eao of tribulation and in his 
triumph, Eicn during the jeais of cole she specialised in education 
ami wrote a book on PuhHc EduCdtioii and Democracy, dresses 
Stiy plainly and her features arc heavy and KSmewhat unattractive, but 
even a few minutes’ convcrsatkio with ha discbses her charm. Charac- 
teristic of her woe some words Ac addiesscd to the Congress of Soviets 
after Lenin's destli: "Comrades, men and women workers, men aud 
women peasants : I have a great bwur to ask from )au. Do not pay 
external respect to Lenin's personalit}-. Do not build status in bis 
mcaDoty. He cared for none of these thmgiS in bis life. Rememba 
thae i] much poverty and min in tliis country. If }ou w-ant to bonmtr 
the name of Lenm, build diildieDS homes, VindagaTtens, schools, libra' 
ties, ambulatories, hospitals, homes foi cripples and othtt defectivts," 


14. Th« Peasant and the lanrl 


Moscow looms large in the Soviet Unkm. It dominates Russia and casts 
its shadow on the other counbies of the world. Sot Moscow and 
Leningrad and the other towns arc hut a few islands in a sea of villages. 
For Russia, like India, is essentully rural atui agricultural. Eighty per 
cent of her pr^ularion lots in village^ and sev^ty-five pet cent of her 
working population is ei^ged in the cultiration of the soti. 

Tremendous eSorts have been made to industrialise the country but 
for long years Russia is bound to be m^ly agricultoral. To understand 
her therefore one most go to the village and see the peasant at bis work 
And to measure the gams and losses d flw Soviet te^me one must see 
Ibe drJieience it has made to the peasants. 

But the very vastoess of the county mala the enquiry very difGcult. 
Conditions vary and what is true of lie villages nar Moscow may be 
uttedy false for wore distant viTl^. There was indeed a report a year 
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the village; and the necessity for cooperation of all public workers to 
improve the village. In woildng out tiiis complex the students arc 
encouraged to work in tl>c vilbges and put their theories into practice. 

The health compla deals In some detail with the health of the in- 
diridual, of the home and of the communiri’, and tries to impress upon 
the student that the two foitnet depend on the hcaltlr of the com- 
munity. The functions of the body, tood, digestion, etc., ate dealt with 
and the harmful effects of alcohol arc demonstrated. 

In thU way many other subjeeb are treated as complexes— nature- 
work, children's life, human relations and finally community life. The 
object aimed at is to produce a desire to save the community as a uhole 
and to apply tire JjiouJcdge gained not only for personal but for public 
welfare. 

Very detaEed programme for thee complexe are issued for the 
teacher, but it is made dear that these are for his genaal guidance only, 
and he must devdap his own ptc^ninmc in cooperation with the other 
teachers and the children thcmsds'cs. It is pointed out that aitifidaf 
tendencies and mere moralizing are to be avoided. Students are made 
to tliink for themselves and to draw their own conclusions. 

Sdiools ace infiuenced comidetab^ by the odghboiuhood in which 
they ate situated, foe this neighbourhood seixes as a practical bboratoiy. 
In rural areas village conditions dominate. If situate near a particular 
factory that factory will influence the teaching of many subjects— geo- 
graphy, sdence, and mathematics. 

location has been made tmnetsal in the urban areas but in nital 
areas amcli remains to be done. It b intacsting to find, howc\er, that 
the peasantry are begianiug to take a lire interest in the spread of tdu- 
cation, and in some places haw constructed schools with thox own hands. 
Another interesting fact b that according to scientific tests it has bear 
found that the as-eiage peasant child ranks higher in intelligence than 
the town child. This b probably due to theii doscr contact with nature 
and the school cutiiculum hdps thb natural derelopment 
In some parts of Russia the land b not rich enough to support the 
peasants and an additirmal ocaipahon is necessary. Weaving with 
handlooms b pterwlent and the brnHy loom b contimially bdng svorted 
by some member of the famOy, indu^g the chfldien. 

The growth of rural education may be jaitly judged by the fact that 
in 1915 there were only 2,600 mtal ktta boxes. In 1926 there were 
64,000 such boxes beside tias'dimg post offices for the oulljing vinages. 
TTie dris'ers of these mming post offices dbtribute agricultuM goods. A 
Pciisants* Gazette started in 1923 has attamed a arculabon of a ni2' 
lion copies and deals wiOj all mail er s lelatiog to the peasantry. Hun- 
dreds of diousacds of letters are leceiied bv it containing enqumes, com- 
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plaints of ofSrials ctcu, and tlicse aie mvcstigafcd and nlienever neces- 
sary action hlcn on (hem. 

, Tlie wncts Imc used cinemato^aph films a great deal for cduca- 
tiotul puiywscs. One of llrcit most famous sitist-pioduccn has recently 
product a film called "Village Policy.’* This deals s\ith all phases of 
agriculture and peasant life specify with the actual problems and 
diiEcuItics of Uie peasant. An attempt is made to rouse the audience 
b face the problem and to appreciate the solution. 

Tlie Rcs'olntion was primarily the wort of the tovm uorlcrs and the 
peasantry only gradually drilled into it. For long the antagonism be- 
tween town and \Tlbgc was wry evident and it was largely owing b 
pressure from tlie peasatib that Lenin introduced the New Economic 
Policy which was a departure from the pure milk of communism. The 
ctmSict between tlie two ideals still continues and is an important fea- 
bte of domestic policy in Russia. Tliosc in authority are scry desirous 
of bringing about full undcrscmding and c<H>pei8tion between the town 
and the village and Ixnin invented a special word for this purpose, which 
means " dovetailing." A wmkcis' society for the Union of Ci^ jnd 
Village was started m 1923 and it now bu scvml million membeis with 
btan^cs all ONtr the country. Factory groups and woiUrs' cli^ also 
develop special conbets with paiticubr lural areas and help them in 
improving village conditions. 

The fight against illitency was cairied on iu a variety of ways. Trade 
unions, wotLcn' clubs, peasant institvitcs, cooperabvts, prisocu vvere all 
used as educational centres. Special schools for adults, agriniltuial and 
industria], and both daily and foe Sunday only, were started. An ex- 
baordinoiy commission foe the Liquidarion of Illiteracy was established 
and a voluntary sociefy— "The Down with lUiteracy Society"— with a 
large membership was formed. The object aimed at is not merely to 
teach the three R’s, but to impart socbl krutwledge and to rouse a desire 
b cooperate in the building up of the State. The number of libraries 
is mcreusiog rapidly and each one of Orem has one or more study dtdes. 
There arc also travelling libraries. Cheap booUets dealing with tfie 
daily problems of the peasant and the worker are issued by the million. 

All tlib has resulted in practical^ abiding dlitcmcy in the urban 
areas and ainungst tlie industrial woilcis. But the peasauUy is sdll 
'ssgt’iy wTijfie.Vti. TlEriry b»vt been appststbei, wpsfit few 
methods, through the Red Army, rvirich ooiuisti largely of peasaub. Far 
the two years during which flic peasant senes in the anny he is made 
to go thror^h an educational comsev and a little before his discliaige a 
course pr5paics him to do edricatioaal and cultural work in fus 
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01 tm ago lhat a pnity of crploicn in Ihc Ssbcnan forots had suddenly 
come across a sctllcmnit of 1,500 persons entirely cut oS from tlic icjt 
of the Nsotld, Tlicy had not Ijcaid of lire Great War; tlicy did not 
know of the Russian Ro’olution. 'Hicy thought that the Tsar was sUll 
ruling Uicm. Tlic rqiott is Iiaidly cr^ibtc altliougli it appeared in a 
Leningrad nmpaper. Gut whether it is fanciful or merely mggerated 
it ghes us some idea of the dKcnity of conditions in Uic Soviet Union. 

It is well-known that serfdom existed in Russia till not long ago. Tire 
last of the edicts liberating the seifs wus issued In 1863. At that date 
out of a total population of sixty nullions nearly fifty millions were serfs 
of swtious kinds, dlhcr on state lands or on the lands of the royal family 
or witli prirulc landowners. During tlic period of serfdom lire proprietor 
had almost complete legal power lo make )iis serfs do what he liked 
and to punish tlicin wiUi lashes and blows. He could also send a di$> 
obedient serf to Sihaia. 

EmancfpaKoH did not bring great relief to the serfs. Tlicy usually 
had little land and it was not good and tlic vilbgc was burdened with 
tlic price of the bnd or tlic rent of it whicfi liad to be paid to tfic old 
landlord. Tlic state helped outrigiit purcluses by means of loans but 
tlie burden continued. Tlie people who benefited most by the new 
amrgement were tlic landlords who got lurd ash and ftc^om from 
all worry. 

Soon after, tlic rciolutionaty movement was arried (o tlic silbgcs but 
it met with poor response tlicrc. The pasant in Russia, aa in India, 
did not appreciate or undastand v-aguc ideas of freedom. kkOiat ho 
wanted was land and lighter taxes and protection from oppression. We 
find in the stories of some famous Russian novelists descriptions of this 
period and how young revolutionaries were suspected by the peasantry 
and sotnerimes even hLidcd over to die police. 

After the Russo-Japanese war* the pasanls arose in many places, and 
riots and disorders sprad. Tliey were put down, but not entiiely, and 
the peasantry organised a Peasants' Unimi* with the cry “all the land 
for those who labout on it." 

The peasantry were helped in oiganising themselves by tlie existence 
of andent village councils called mil*. These were puncfwyats, on a 
highly democratic basis, often mcetuig m the open and discussing the 
loal aSairs of tlic village. Thty owned some times Some common land 
which used to he divided up by them. There were also more formal 
and oSdal local bodies called ttie “zemstvos ” which ame into existence 

1. 190t-05, 

2. A PeauDt^ Union was fanned in ttie smBmer of 190} This Us;on {oioed 
Qie Union of Unions and sUsbI the saccetssfu] genaal sttS-e of OctolxT 1907. 
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affei the emancipation. The franduse for Aese was lased on property 
and they weie thus usually contnJIed Ac landlords. TIaey may be 
compared in their functions and actmtjes to the present District Boards 
io fndia. 

The Mar hit the peasantry Ac hardest. The anny absorbed their best 
men and it js said that scsen milEoos of them died or were maimed. 
Fields remained unclutisated and where man had fought for long jcais 
against fee forest and h-id gradnaflp driven it hack, fee forest adi-snced 
again triumphantly and undid Ac work of generations. Strange forces 
began to move die great loatses aud the ciy aios^ ever more iujisleiil, 
of " peace and land " — to whidr Ae fowm per^le added “ bread." 

The peasants held aloof from the Bokhmifcs during the early days of 
Ae revolutioa. But without the help of Ae peasant BoTsbevism was 
doomed to defeat. UlAnalely l^nin won met Ae Peasants’ Congress’. 
But even before Ais Ae peasants had taken Ae law into Aeir own hands 
and had expropriated Ae fandbiA tbcniselvcs and taken possession of 
Ae land. 

The civil war Aat followed, wiA its hands of adventurers attacking 
the Soviet Government wA foreign money and munitions, was .1 time 
of sore trial for Ae peasantry. Fearful of losing again Aeir land, whldi 
had acquired after so mudi toil and saSferag, they rallied to the 
Soviet Government and it was largdy wjA Aeu help tlut Ac Soviet 
triumphed. But Ae war was (oibwed by famine and disease and It was 
on this scene of honor and destnicrion that Ae work of reconstniction 
had A be^. 

The earliest decrees of Ae Soviet Govenuaent dal wiA Ae nation- 
alisation of land. Land could not be “bought, sold, tented, giien as 
security, or equopriated by any mans whatever." “ The tight to enjoy 
Ae land is accorded, without distiocrion of sex, to all cibiens of Ae 
Stale mIio whh la work Ac tani^ citlicc niA Acir own famiiia or in 
oAei forms of association, and only as long as Aey are apahle of «oA- 
ing. Hiring of labour 1$ prohibited," The peasant Aus got Ac land 
and was freed from the debt on Ae land and from yearly rents to land- 
lords. Some of Ae big estate were taken ov« by Ae State and made 
into model farms. Distribution kmd amongst Ae peasantry was left 
to Ae village communes. 

The old practice 0/ communa traUing latrd made narionalisation 
easiet Aan it tjAerwise would have been. This however olten meant 

\ The progtamme of the Socuha RnobbOMna (ll* pcisant party) iacloded 
the abolition of pinatc piopety « bid and She dotributwa of lie large cslates 
by elected vilbge tommumUa. This pogonine vm inEnrcd at the AU- 
Russian Soviet Peasants' Depodts in S^tenber 1917 and Learn at ones pp- 
Dused that the Bolshei-is «aa!d impfcswnt it if Acy came to poncr. 
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that the fanner liicd far from the land and $o tJjc tanna lud to migrate 
to bb fi^ds during tlic woibing season. Tlic uomcn-folb help in tlic 
fields in summer. In v.inter they keep busy by spinning, knittini and 
sevs-ing. 

The early decrees totally pte\cntai the transference of the right to 
use land. But in spite of tliis aB manner of ill^al renting grov up. In 
192Z the law was changed and tenting for a fixed small period was per- 
mittel. Hiring of labour continued to he forbidden. Eseu this did 
not bring suffirient relief as large iminbcis of families bad no horses or 
other animals to do Uie ^voIk. So a further change was made in 1926. 
The period for renting was increased and hiring labour on such rented 
land was permitted, subject to certain condidocs. All rental contracts 
must be titered with the local authorities, and the wotHng members of 
the family of the renter must work on die land, though they may hire 
labour to assist them. Hired labourers must be treated as regards food 
and lodging as members of the family. There are a trumber of other 
conditions regulating the rentiog of bmd and the hiring of labour. 

The peasant pap one tax to the Stale— the agricnltual tax. This U 
so arranged that the richer peasant pays not only more proportionately 
but the rate is an increasing one. On the other hand a large numbe 
of the poor peasanb arc wholly exempt from taxation oo the ground 
that thdi income is too httle and their standard of lie too low to peintit 
of fnriher detcrioiation by taxation. They thus bold the land without 
paying anything for it TUI last year tins exemption applied to twenty- 
&« per cent of peasant farms. On the tenth anniversary of the Revolu- 
tion, Qte Coicmmest annoooced that they proposed to extend this ex- 
emptioa to a huther ten per cent In addition a proposal was made to 
state pensions to ag^ people amwg the poora peasanb. 

Russia is very poor and there is nothmg it wanb so much as money 
for education, agricultural desdopmerit and indnstrial expansion. It is 
curious therefore that in spite of this demaiid for money tax exemptioas 
should be increased. The Communist Party Congress of 1926 stated 
that they refused to regard the peasant merely as an obiect of taxation. 
Excessive taxes and the maeariog of retail prices would inevitably stop 
the progress of the productive power of the village and diminish the 
fcumaodJtig of agrimltiireL 

The average tax per peasant household m 1921-25 was H2 roubles; 
ID 1925-26 it was 9.3 roubles and in 1926-27 it was 11.9 roubles (£ 1=10 
roubles). The tax is based on the area of arable land, Yaried by the 
numba of members of the family. Livestocl: b treated as parts of an 
aac for purposes of taxation. The tax is a steeply graded one. Thus 
for incomes up to 155 roubles it » 4.7> per cent; to 200 roubles, 325 
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p« cent; to 300 louHcs, 5.75 per cent; to W roubles, 8 per cent; to 
fiW loubles, 10.5 per cent; and o\a 600 lotibks, H pci cent 

A comidetablc part qE the agricultuial bx is spent on local needs. In 
1925-26 the tax )-ieidcd 235 million mubte. Out ol this roughly 100 
mOIion roubles «ere spent locally. Tic tat is thus meant to co«r both 
local and national budgets. It b intcicsting to find hoiveicr that many 
villages all over tiw aurntry taisc vcJnntacy taws tot tlicit wti needs. 
This soiuntaty tax sometimes is as h^ as 35 pet cent of the agikul- 
tiual tai^ and in one instance vas rcpoitcd to be 70 pci cent of it 

Soon after the Kesolutioa btge numbas of communes sprang up. 
Groups of vstnlcrs organised themselves into litHe communities to uotk 
on the land together and Ihe a common hie. Many leligious groups 
did likosisc. Out in spite of its gieat initial success die movement 
dwindled, diieSy on account of friction on matters of detail. It war 
tqilaccd gradually by the and sshich was an assodataon of peasants ssho 
pooled thdr resources and cultivated a common plot of land. Later 
came odier forms of ^>opetative use of bnd known as “collctriies." 

The great advantage of tlicse coOcctive forms of cultivation is (he ose 
of machinciy, tiaetors and the hie, which are utterly out of tlie leach 
of the individual peasant Tlie tractor is almost a god in Ilussia today 
and it is the tnctor that has led people to brge scale cooperation on the 
land. 

Agiicultuial banks and credit sociebes have been otcnsivxly urganuol 
and there are marry facilities for obbining a^it Tliere weie In 1926 
over four mdlioD too hundred tbousaoil membeis of these societies. 
Help is given by the State through these societies in the (onn of loans 
of money for capital, or loans oi seeds, or by deferring payments on 
machiocry. Co-opentive societies of other fcuds, consumers and agricul- 
tural, have also spread remazbUy. 

The Soviet Government is making every effort to indues familia to 
migrate from the overcrowded areas to other parts of the country. Facili- 
ties in knd and railway fares and loans and temporary exemption from 
taxation are offered to those who morale. 

Cottage mdustries used to ffouitdi in Riusa and several million men 
and women were engaged in (hem. The number decreased greatly dur- 
ing and after the war but th^ are again inCTQsbg. They aie being 
encouraged in every way and such taxes as were a hindrance to them 
have been remorei This home industty is specialiy useful in the 
winter months when there is Irifle else to be done. CJothii^, boob, 
tinware, wooden goods and many other tiungs, are thus made by hand 
or by simple machinery. 

I have leiened elsewhere in flie course of fliee articles to the Peasant* 
Houses or Institutes and to the many other activities of the peasantry. 


439 



SEUmD WORKS OF JMVAEAIUL KOmO 


They have tlieir newspapers and rouuUy fairs and academics and sana- 
toria; their libraries and reading rooms and women’s clubs. Tlic Societj' 
for tlie liquidation of lllitemcy and Mutual Aid Societies arc to be 
found everywhere. And so aie tliC youth organisarions— tlie Pioneers 
and the Komsomols. 

Great changes lia\ e taVen place in the economy of the village in Russia 
and the church has lost its yttc^nment position. But sbll it continties 
to be a centre of activities and the church holidays arc celebrated willi 
feasting and festinty. Civil matriage may be easy but many still crowd 
the church during wedding season. 

Gradually houever the chuidi is being ousted from pride of place by 
the “Naiodni Dam", the Peoples House or Panchayat Ghat. Tliis 
usually liouscs the library and reading room and club and class-rooms 
and tteatre. And inevi^bly flicrc is the Lenin comer, draped in red. 


IS. Women and Marriage 


“ Have they really nationalised women in Russia ?” That is, almost in- 
variably, the first question that is asLcd about Russia. It is not easy 
to undenland what nabonalisation of women means. Probably the 
newspaper coirespondents and editors who have taken such pains to 
Spread Qus patrioilM item of “news” do. not tb.ccusel\es know wliat 
they write about At the badr of their nuads, perhaps, there is an idea of 
promiscuous scnial intercourse going on all over Uie Soviet Union. And 
they must ima^e or wish others to imagine that the status of woman 
has been terribly degraded and she has Wome a mere chattel for the 
fulfilment of man’s passions. 

This is very far from the impression that a visitcii to Russia, or evai 
one who reads about her present condition, carries away witli him. 
Whatever other fadings flit Rnsskn woman of today may have, she is 
cEiUinly uot a diatlel or playfliing of man. She is independent a^res- 
sively so, and refuses to ^ second fiddle to man. 

I was present for a while at a women’s conference in Mosrxiw. Krop* 
skaya, the widow of Lenin, was flicie, and Madame Sun Yat Sen and 
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flic agd Clara ZclUii\ ao<} a laigc number of women flora foreign 
countries. And ail tlic women fiwu flic oilier countries of Europe who 
spolc, cniicd ihdr Russian siiias for the social and economic freedom 
they lud won. 

lliC lot of the woman in Hiissia in old times was certainly not one of 
equality wiflt nuti. Tlic law faioutcd men. TTic wife was obliged to 
do what her husband told ho. She owhl not enter any sctiice with- 
out her husband's consent It was almost impossible for her to get a 
diioice, Tlic daughtiT ccnld inlicrt only onc-fourteentli part of the 
inhcTitancc, flic remaining thirtccii parts going to flic son or sons. After 
mamage flic woman's piopcityand money was under her husband's con- 
trol. in the Milages there wus abysmal ignorance and it is said, and 
supported by many homely Rusuaa sayings, that one of (lie priudpal 
pastimes of tlic pcaUnt was to heat htf wi^ 

'Hie great war and tlie civil wu that followed bioU up many families 
in Russia. Tlic Soviet CovcrmiicDt had thus to deal with continually 
changing conditions. In tlicic catly days they legislated foe women 
woihen and marriage and in lltcory at least made woman the equal of 
man. But mucli of the Icgislatioo temamed on papa although it had 
a powerful eflcct on dunging the mentality of the masses. Lenin, 
speaUng two yean after flic molution. said ; "A complete sm-olution 
in flic kgisialiQii affecting woinco vias biought about by the Goicmtncnl 
of the workers in tiie first months of its nistrace. The Soviet Govcm< 
merit has not left a stone unturned of these laws which held women 
in complete subjection. We may now say with pride and without any 
esaggention tliat outside of Soviet Russia them is nut a cuuulry hi ths 
VI odd where v\omen Iwfi been given full equal tiglib, where women ate 
riot in a Iiuniiliab/ig positwe which is felt speoafiy in eicry-day /aroly 
life. Tliis was one of oui first and miKt important tasls. Certainly laws 
are not enougli and we will not for a minute be satisfied just with dcaces. 
Ttie Ir^l position of w omen in Soviet Russia is ideal from the pnint of 
view of the foremost countries. But we till ourselves plainly that this u 
Duly the beginning." 

‘Tiiu gencial labour legislan'OD was parbculariy bmeficul to women - 
woihcis and in addition there weie special laws for the protection of 
women. Among tlie general lEgubtions may be meolianed the dght 
hour day, which it is now psopos^ to icdocc to scvenihoius, yearly holi- 
days, social insurance, pmsious for timg service lest homes, sanatorium 
treataent, prohibition oE chiH labonr under fmwtcen, only four hours 

I, one of the (oiindat o( |]ie Gwaun Communist Fuly (1919) and 

a Coinomnist mcote of the Kndstag WW 3i Het KcminiiCfnrtj of Umn 
^3i moslated a 1929. 
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woik as training from fourteen to sixteen, and six liours from sixteen 
to eighteen. It must also be rcmembeicd that workers’ committees in 
factories and trade unions have considctaUc aulliority in regard to vvor- 
ken’ conditions. The special laws for the protection of women and 
motireihood are : 

(i) Emplojincnt of women and )Oung persons under 18 in heavy 
and dangerous industries is prohibited, such as tlie chemical 
industry, and others wlieie wmkas are exposed to lead dust 

(ii) Four months’ maternity vacation is given to industrial workers, 
and to non-mdustrial workers whose work involves special 
strain. Other non-industrial workers get tlirec months’ vaca- 
tion. 

(iii) Night work and oveitiinc for pregnant women is prohibited. 

(iv) A pregnant woman cannot be sent away from the place of 
her regular work without liet consent 

(vl Nursing mothers ate allowed. In addition to the usual inter- 
vals, further intervals of not less than half an hour at least 
every three and a half hours. These intervals arc included 
in wotkiog hours and paid for. 

It was feared that owing to ttie privileges given to pregnant women the 
employer might infringe agreements without proper cause. There is 
therefore a provision in tlie law which forbids the discharge of a pregnant 
woinaiv witliout the sanctioiv of the bbonr inspector. 

There are also what are called ‘night sanatoria' for workers who ate 
not ill enough to leave o9 vvork but require care and dieting. They go 
there after theii work and spend the oi^t and their leisure hours there. 

The number of women in industry has been growing, though not so 
fast as the men, and there was a tenden(7 to employ them in almost all 
kiods of work. But lately there has been a reactioa against this and it 
has been pennted out that “equal iighb for women" does not mean 
tlie employment of women jo some kinds of labour for which they are 
physically not filled. 

Women cxxmpy the highest positions in the Soviet Union. It was a 
Russian, Kollontay*, who became flic world’s first woman ambassador. 
A hundred thousand women were elected to the village soviets in the 
R.S.F.S.R., and the Ukraine in 1926; and 169 peasant women wae 
members of the All Union Congies of Soviets. Even in backward 

2. tCollontay {I87Z-19$2), Russian ics'oluboaan. diplomat aod novelist be- 
Caoie w 1920 People's Cominisss for Socut welfare. In 192V sbe was ap- 
pouted Mmistec to Norway— the first woman to hold that rank— and thae- 
aftcr held xanous diplomatic posts till 1945. 
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Siberia &cre are 8,000 women menihei} oi flse yBlage sorieb, lortj’lire 
of tfiem being presidents of ihcu sovieb. Women hare an equal ri^t 
to the land. There are a million of Btem worlang their own land as 
heads of tlieir liousebolds. 

There is a special woman’s depaitmcnk of the Communist Party tnown 
as the 'GenotdeV, which carries on vigorous achsity for womai’s educa- 
tion and rights. Tire 'Genotdel' puUishes sereral journals and organises 
lectures on hjgiene, baby welfare, cs^operation, politics and like subjeeb. 
March 8th U cclehretcd througWt Kuaria as Inlnnaric®! Women’s 
day. 

Tire marriage and divorce laws of the Soviet are certainly a great 
breah from old tradition. The ptr^lems Uiey had to face were part- 
ly similar to those that other countries of ^lopc and America have 
to face and were partly the result of the general breatup of family life 
after tire wars and of commimrit kfei^ogy. Other countries lilre Den- 
mark and Turkey have not dissimibr marria^ laws and in the United 
States of America there is a strong movex&ent for what is called “com- 
panionate marriage." Soviet Russia is therefore not ddTecent in this 
respect from many other countries. 

But Russia is different in one important te^t. Trsditicin and an- 
cient practice have no value there; indeed there is a tendency to go 
against them because they ate inseparably connected with a fonn of . 
society which is a symbol of slavery for fte Russians of today. What 
the ideal of marriage in a commuaist state should be it is difficult to 
say for tlie high priests of the doctrine dif^. Many of them are strong 
believers in the family but the family would be different bom what it 
is now. 

The Ebt Soviet marriage law made marriage a civil ceremony. Re- 
li^ous ceremonies were not prevented and most people continued to 
have them, specially in the villages. It is curious to notice, however, 
that even the civil marriage gradually developed a ritual of it: own with 
red dtaperia and pledges arid specebes. Fdy^amy was prohibited and 
it was nude a ciuuuid olTciicc lu conceal a previous maniage at the 
time of a retowd. Divorce was fee and easy and subject to mutual 
consent, No community of prejw^ was created by marriage, and hus- 
band and wife were mutvuDy responsiWe for each other's support. 
lUegitimale childtoi were given the same rights as legitimate ones. 
The husband and wife were pernntted to take the name of cither as 
a common name or to keep them own names. Children, after the age 
of fourteen, were permitted to decide whelha they wonld take thric 
fath er's or molhei’s name and abo to dedde about their citizenship and 
religion. The law requited the parents to keep their children with 
thcin and support than. Adoption was not permitted- 

“HJ 



SOXCIU) ^VOm OF JAWUIAXUL KElIBV 

Tc$taincnlarj' disposition of propaly is only pcnnftted in cciUin 
uses and c\a\ then only m favour of the legal liciis. Oidinatily titc 
wife and the dcpendait (clatises receive equal portions. If the amount 
is insufficient to supiwit all having a legal claim, tliosc in giutcst need 
liavc Uic Cist durge on it Hie law at first did not permit the wife 
to inherit more tlian 10,009 roohlcs tiic Shta gelling Die rat 

Two )uts ago this was dunged and now iiihciitancc is supposed to be 
uuliinitu], but the tax on it iuaeascs on an ascending scale. For a 
sum acceding 5,00/100 rouldcs tl>c tax u 90 per cent 

Sudi wcic die main provisions of the marriage law some )curs ago. 
In 1925 however an attempt was made to dungs it but Uic attempt 
did not succeed Uicn and was postponed. For many montiis after- 
wards tlie wbulc of Russia discussed the proposed changes. Innumer- 
able meetings were held all over tlie country and newspapers were full 
of tlvc controversy. Leading communists look opposite sides and dis- 
cussions were not lacking in frankness or vvanntli. Crmcmlly tlie pea- 
sants were more conscnatiie tliaii the tourr people. 

One of tlie principal reasons why tlie dungcs were proposed was tlic 
existence of a large number of couples, cstiinatcd at one hundred Uiou- 
sand, wlio were living togctlicr but not registered tlicmsclve. It 
was proposed to legalise tlicse maniages. Tlii$ was vigorously opposed 
as were also certain clauses making the wlmle household liaUc to pay 
maintenance to a wife in case tlie husband was too poor to pay it 
The women’s organisations were however in favour of protecting un- 
rcgUtCTcd inamaga. 

After long debate the new maitlagc law was adopted in November 
1926. It stated tliat “registration of. marriage is established vvitli tlie 
aim of facilitatirg the piolcttion of personal and property riglits and 
the interests of the wife and cluldteti. Registration is an indispubhlc 
proof of tlie existence of marriage.” Thus registration was not marriage 
but die proof cf it only, and nurruge could take pbcc uithout it 
fliough it miglit be mote difficult to prove it then. The same protec- 
tioa was afforded to icgistcied and unr^tered unions but in Uie latter 
case dehnite proof was le^oiicd by the court that an actual state of 
maniage existed. If there was an Unregistered union tliere could be 
no lematriagc. 

The wife’s maintenance was made a charge on the husband’s house- 
hold but only to the extent of the husband's share in it. Divorce was 
made even simpler, one party bang permitted to claim it without the 
consent of tire other. It was pointed out that in spite of this easy 
divorce the average number of divorces every year were eleven for every 
ten thousand of the population. Tins is said to be less than tlie num- 
ber in many other countries where divorce is not free. It was also 
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stated that (iic new law aitliou^i apparcnliy temonng restn'etions on 
unions in cflcct helped to cslablbU roonogawy firmly, by attaching 
inatctial cesponsibihly to net)’ tdation. 

Adoption was pennitfed by tfic new law. Tlie old law forbidding 
adoption liad not been a success. Tliac wctc large numbcis of jouiig 
oqrhans who had no one to look aftn tlion and were blcn as extra 
iiands by peasants and tieafcd Ee tiick own ciiildrcn. 

Tire legal tnaniage age was at first sixteen for girls and eighteen for 
bo)s. But largely at the instance tA women, the marriage age for wo- 
men was also raised to (%htccn. 

Tills inattugc law applies to tbe R5F.SR. In the oilier tqiublics 
of. the Union there ate some uriitnm. ‘Ibirs in WTiite Russia only 
registered numagea arc recognised. 

U is diiTicutt to moralise about any iiiaUa, as ideas of ccmxntbnal 
morality diffa from age to age and country to counti)'. And rxm- 
senlional rnotahty lias suffered a sevae scthsck in Russia. Tline are 
many who allacli little importance to cwutancy in married life, But 
there arc also many who arc called puritans and who wage unceasing 
war against sesuat laxity of any (and. Ap eminent professot is the Ica< 
der of this moi'cmcne and he has laid it down tJiat continence sliould 
be the rule and tlie sexual act should rmiy be indulged in for tlie pur- 
pose of basins children. lie is gtcady against birth control But con- 
trol indeed is not faiourcd by die State, not because they haie any 
mcral objections to it, but because tbey want the population of Russia 
to increase. 

Many of the well known leaders of the communists — Lenin, Bukha- 
rin, Lunactiaisly and otlios — has-c ciprcssod great concern at the ex- 
tremist tendencies on both sides — sansl laxity on tlio one side and an 
extreme form of puribnism wliidi frowns cicn at handsliaUng and 
laughter and ammement of any Lind on ifuj other. Tlie emphasis has 
been on tlie side of restraint and they bare denounced indulgence 
of all kinds, sexual, in alcohol and m tobacto, 

Lenin discussed these matters in an intctsTew witli Ciaia Zetkin in 
1920. He said that liis alarm bad forced him to speak. “Our future 
gewentiun dwtuibs we decp%. They ate i part of liie revolution. 
/\nd if the csil manifcstatioos of bourgeois society bc^ to appear 
in the icvolutionaij’ world ^»tlie widely flowering toots of certain weeds 
— then it is better to take mcasnics against them in time.” Fuitlicc he 
said tlial; “Tlie changed attitude of the )xmog to questions of sa life 
are of course on grounds of 'princ^lcf and based on theoi)’. Many call 
their position ‘rcvolutionai/ and 'conmiunistic'. They sincerely 
Uiink it is so. Bui that does not imjacss this fellow. Although 
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I am less than any one a gloomy ascetic, Urn s<Kallcd ‘new sex- 
life’ of tlie joung, and often tlw oldei ones too, often seems to be 
entirely bourgeois, just another fonn of the bourgeois house of pro- 
stitution.” Referring to tlic thcoiy that the satisfaction of Uic sex im- 
pulse and tire demands of love should be as simple and inconsequential 
as the drinhing of a glass of water, he sajs: "Certainly tliirst must be 
satished. But docs a normal person, under normal conditions, lie in 
the street and drink (lOm mud puddles? Or even from a glass that 
dozens of other people have been drinking from? Butsbll more important 
is tlic soda! aspect of it. Drinking water is an individual matter. But 
two participate in love, and from it arises a third, new life. Here the 
interests of soriety come in. Tlie duty to the collective must be con- 
sidered. 

"1 don’t for a minute want to preach asceticism. Communism must 
bring the joy of life and vigour uhidi comes from the completeness of 
the love life. The cicos in sotdife so often observed at the present 
time docs not, in my opinion, bring with it joy of life and vigour, but 
on the contrary, lessens them. In time of revolution this is bad, very 
bad. 

“Youth needs healthy sport, -sttimning, ocuisioos, physical interests— 
study, investigation, sdentiSc research— a sound body maka a sound 
mini \Ye want neither monks nor Don Juans, nor ytt the German 
philistiRe as the happy medium." 

To combat these unhealthy tendencies which troubled Lenin a special 
eSort is being made to cany on propaganda on the dangers of sexual 
indulgence and venereal disease. The sport and physical culture move- 
ment is also being encouraged and has spread very fast Prosbtutioa 
is also being combated vigorously. The Communist Party has a rule 
riiat any member of the Party having relations uith a prostitute shah 
be expelled from the party. 

But more than these devices of lecture and propaganda it is hoped 
that the new conditions of life will teach restraint and rSveit attentiou 
to other mteiests of life. Laxity and indulgence fiouirsh in wealthy 
Idsurc class wluch has little to do and takes to sex to escape from 
ennui and boiedcm. And tins leisure class, being the model to be 
admired and looked up to, sets the Lisbion to the other classes below. 
In Russia this class has disappeared and few people have the time to 
Qiink of much dse than dieir work aad Iheii many other occuparions. 

In Moscow there stands the great Palace of Motherhood on the river 
lank. It has a fine exhibition of evoTtoisg that relates to the health 
of the mother and the child. It cames on research for the fight against 
disease and mortality, and trains and sends out doctors, midwhes and 
nurses. Beautiful pamtings and posters carry its message to the distant 
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VTlhga and teach the father liow to treat the motJjcr, and the reolheT 
how to treat tiie baby, and both how to luw a pleaunt and clean 
home and liallliy children. TTiqr leach lire inolhet specially to feed 
tlic baby at her ovn bicasU. A poster represents a little calf looUng 
with nproacb in its eja at a loby dnnling mill: out of a bottle and 
«Ung: ‘‘Wliy do jou drink my raother’s milW’’ 

The Department of Molhahood and Infancy Is in charge of all tlic 
v'otk concerning mothers and babies. It has started tliousands of day 
nurseries in the nlbgcs. The peasants thcmsches contributed through 
Uicir organisations 6,^0,000 toubks for these nuiscrics in 1926 Die 
number of nurseries inneases npidly as the peasants get to know them 
and appreciate their benehts. 

Sot liic Soviet Union is a vast aica and all this clunge and improve- 
ment great as it is, lias but touched the fringe of it Most of the men 
and women are, as cvcryHhctc els^ consenativt and suspicious of new- 
fangled notions. Still, the new ordet has cut deep into tlie ancient 
sod, and in Toikestan and Vakubk and Aactbaijan, uhcie women till 
lately sat secluded behind lire vc9, women today sit as the equals of 
men in the ctnindl cliambcn of tire tcpuUie. 


1i. Rusila«nd India* 


1 liavc endeavoured in these aticles to touch on some aspects of present 
day Russia. I have done so »«iy rapeifidaHj; for I do not claim special 
knowledge, and I liave rot considered here many subjects of execedirg 
interest. Nor have I considacd the future prospects of the Soviet 
Union, and wlirthcr it will retain its aggressively communist character, 
Of gradually develop a sjstan roore in hsmtoay with that of its neigh- 
bours. Soon after the mohitioo Lemn wrote; ‘Tire outstanding 
achievement of tire Revolution has been that Russia, by her political 
system, has in a few months oveitalcn die progressive countries. But 
this is not enough, the stniggte admib of no compromise; it is either 

1. Fust pulliAed aj an achek m Th* ItwAi, 25 |ulv 1923. 
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to fail, or to overtake and even to mq)3ss the progressive countries 
economically as \\ell....fttlier to go under or to move forward at full 
stram. Thus has the question teen put by History.” Tlie struggle is 
indeed continuing hut the period of militant communism is already oscr 
and tlic gentler methods of diplotnaqr arc now being used more and 
more. Some people say tiiat in sinte of tltc desire of tlic communists 
to ha\e a classless society new clas^ arc gradually being formed in the 
Union. ^^Tvatescr the future may bring, lioucvcr, it may be said today 
tliat in spite of minor cliangcs the struck admits of no compromise. 
As Lenin said, Russia will either go under or mo\c forward at full steam. 
A middle course seems hardly likely. And ten jean have shown that 
Russia refuses to go under. 

These arc some of the questions which must interest tlie student 
oE world aSaiis and politks and economics and history. The dynamic 
forces released by tlie revolution of 1917 have not played themselves out. 
They luve made history and they will rontinuc to make history and 
no man can aFord to ignore than. We in India can least of all be 
indiSerent to them. Russia b our neighbour, a gbnt sprawling half 
over iVsia and Europe, and between such neighbours there can be cither 
amity or enmity. IndiSercncc b out of the queshoo. 

We have grown up in the tradition, nrcfully nurtured by England, 
of hostility to Russia. For long years past the togey of a Russian Inva- 
sion has been held up, to us and been made the excuse of vast espendi- 
ture on our armaments. In the days of tlie Tsar we were told that the 
impenakm of Ruvvia wav for ever driving sontli, coveting an outlet 
to the sea, or may be India itself. The Tsar has gone but the rivalry 
between England and Russia continues and we are now told that India 
u threatened by the Soviet Government. 

How far b ftis true? Thae can be na doubt that there is intense 
antagomsm between British Imperial policy and Soviet Russia, and such 
ant^onbm oEteri leads to war. Thus the danger of war is real. But 
wiE this war be of Russia’s sccUog, or does England desire to precipitate 
an armed conflict? 

Russia has only recently passed through a period of international war 
and civil war, of famine and blockade and above everythmg she desires 
peace to consolidate her economic position and build up on a sure 
foundation her new order of sodety. She has already attained a large 
measure of vuceexv and is wotlang at high pressure and with "full 
steam" to develop peacefuDy her vusl territories. War, even successful 
war, must put a stop to this process of consolidation and development, 
and is hound to delay indefinitely the full establishment of her new 
social Older. She cannot wdeome tfab. And so we have seen in the 
past few years that she has refused to be drawn into an armed conflict 
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ill spite of peal prosTjcalion and insult In Cliina, largely il is said it 
the instipHoii of Engbnd and same oUicr powers, her embassy ivas 
raided* and her amlussadot pissly insulted; in England the Aicos rahj 
wnuld ordinanly liasc been eonsidcred a sufficient carus Jjflli. Her 
amtmsadocs* line been shot down in cold blood and her diplomatic 
agents imprisoned* and huimlblcd. But Kusua lias succeeded in asoid- 
ing war c\ai at the cost of iuvwg to swaifaw tier anga and resent- 
ment. 'I’o every student of recent bistory it is dear tiiat Russia docs 
not want war, 

England on tlie oilier land is sotoriousl}' prejuriag for war and re- 
fusel So apec to any cfTccIne scheme for disarmament or compulsory 
arbitration. Her attitude in the League of Nations bas been one of 
frank and unabashed opposition to aR sucli propouls. Slie will not 
suffer liet empire lu be included In any sutli scheme not her imperial 
policy to be aJctlcd in any way- Only a iciv dajs ago she gave jet 
anotlicr instance of ha dctcrotcoation not to loosen tier grip on ha 
cmpiie in any wjy or clianBc bet agpcasiv-c imperolist policy for the 
sale of ensuring moild pace. En^nd’s answer to t)»e United States* 
proposal for llie outlawry of war lias liccn tlie liaidcst and most uucom- 
jitomisin; in spite of tive fine phrases in tthicli it is wrapped. England 
is prepared to agree to any pace proposal, it piactially saji, subjat 
to her having the right to fight for her unpciial policy and adv-cntural 
\ strange acceptance. Tlie actual wrnds of the Bnlish note to the 
Sulci are: "Ibcic at: certain i^ions of the woild, the welfare and int^ 
giity of whicli constitute a spe^ and vital interest for our peace and 
nfciy. ills Majot/i Government have been at pains to male it cleat 
in the past that interference witli these region; nnnot be suffered. 
Tbei'r protceb'en .igainst aiUtk is to the British Empire a measure of 
self-defence. It must be clathr understood that Kis Majesty's Covem- 
ment in Gnat Britain accept the new tialy on the distinct understand- 
ing that it docs not prejudice their fnxdom of action in this respect.’’ • 
'lliis in plain bnguage means that the British Govemment retain 
full freedom to wage war when and where they will. But as if this was 
not enougli, the British tote males a further teservation, It surest: 


a Oil 0 iVpol 19*7 tn«f» of the Clmae Nibnnalut goicrnnioit. iiubfited 
by tbe Wc-ien Tewen, tailed Uie Soviet Dnbauy in fetm; itfore tfiin 
Mwl) CIiw«e onplajre utrc antded as CenunuroU sod mosl of Ihem 
w<te cxccotoL 

h Ilie Sowel sisbauidut in PcIkh} was auudend on 7 Inoe 1977. 

4. In Uic ninviDR of [919 ibc Soviet Covoamett sat a dipkiiaatiS missiau, had- 
ed by I. 0. Kolsaiilser, to Inn lie vat buDutiiied, impnsoned sod fiaalt)r 
niurdetcd. 
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tliat the treaty should not be nnivasally applicable "for there ate tome 
states svhosc governments lave not )'Ct universally recognised.'’ 
Every schoolboy knows that the prinapal state in tltc world whose go- 
vernment Iras not yet been univtt^ly recognised is Soviet Russia. Thus 
England after taking away by various tesetvations and qualifications all 
Uie cffectiv cress from tlic proposed treaty for the "unqualified renuiida- 
tion of war,” as the Ametian note puts i^ actually makes an exception 
of war against Russia. The unabashed frankness of these reservations 
and thb exception is a little surptiring but they arc in full keeping with 
British policy. The whole basis of tlvU policy' lias been to encircle 
Russia by pacts and alliances and ulHmately to crush licr. Engbnd has 
worked unceasingly For this end and has made the League of Nations 
an instrument of her policy. Locarno’ was the result of this policy and 
tire occasional Qirbtions of Engbnd witli Germany* have also tlic isola- 
tion of Russia for their objaL "Angur”, the well-known spokesman of 
the British Fordgn office, IcUs us candidly in a recent b^k that the 
growth of the Laguc of Nations and the spirit of the Locarno pact 
ai6 expressions of a desire to combat Bolshevism, It b the rigidity of 
the present British Government,” he writes, “which builds up the wall 
of a united Europe against them (tlic Soviet Union)." 

Thus it is absolutely cleat from tlie oScbl utterance and policy of 
British politidaru that they eagerly desire a confiict with Russia and pre- 
pare for it and only await a suitable opportunity to wage open war. 
hlany of the other great apitalUt countries arc equally opposed to the 
socbl thcoriea and practices of Soviet Russia but they have no special 
poKEcai animus against her. It is only "the rigidity of the present Bri- 
tish Government” that seeks to encircle and strangle Russia. It is 
equally cleat that Russb eagerly deates to avoid war, but apprehensive 
of die dangers that threaten her she prepares for it, for she will not 
easily forego the freedom she has acblevrf at tlic cost of tremendous 
effort and sacrihee. 

It is inconceivable that Russia in her present condition at least and 
for a long time to come vt 3I tbiealen India. She can desire no addi- 
tional territory and even if she did the mks are too great for her. She 
is stall mainly an agricvdhml counhy trying to develop her industries. 

S. A ioics of agreemaib made m 19U vihaeby Germao), Belgium, Fiaiice, Cieat 
finbio and Italy mutual^ gmaotced the peace in Western Europe, and G« 
many undatoeV to ubitrabon of h« disputes with Belgium, Fiance, Czechos 
braiia and Poland. 

6 The eoncilialoiy policy tswaids Cennaev was mailed by Germany’s admisMoa 
to tbe League oE Naboas, die tegalat payment oE tepaiabons uudtf the Dan'S 
Plan and the nithdranral of the AIM Oniimiuion to control German dbaima 
ment 
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I'oc Ibij site tcquiics opibl and cs^il Intwlcdgc. Slic jets neither 
fiuBi }ndb. She produces raw mtetiaU in alnntlancc and trot manu' 
iictuicd articles for export and dumpiiig hi foreijn couDtrio. So does 
India, llic Ho cQuntna arc lodtf too ^lar to be exploited b)- each 
other and tlroc can be no ctonoow mo^c for Russia to covtt India. 

Onluuniy Russia and Indu should hvc as (lie best of ncijhbouts uith 
tire fcMcst points of friction. Tlic cootiiiiuf ftictbii that uc see today 
is bcHecn England and Russia, not tpetnccn India and Russia. Is lliae 
any leascn ssh) uc in India should inltciit the ^g^loDg Ksalty of Eng- 
land against Russia? That is based on Uic giccd and cosetousness of 
Biitisli impcrahsut and out intCKsU sorely lie in enduvg (his impetulism 
and not in supporting and sUcngtlicning it. 

Indian] hare for genaaBons bctu told lo fui Uussia and it is pcilups 
a httle difScult to exorcise this fear today. But if ot faco the foeli oe 
can only come to one condurion, aod But is that India las nothing to 
fear ftosn Russia. And hasmg come to tl\is cqtkIuwa u>e must mabe 
It dear tbt ue shall not permit uuneUcs to be used as pantis in Eng- 
land's imperial gome to be mmed lulhcr and ibitha for her beneSt 
W« must continually proclaim, in (lie uoeds of the Madras Congreu re- 
tolutioa, "that in tlie event of the Bnlish Cmmmcst ctnbaildQg on 
any Viltlikc adetnture and endea\curing to explcnl India in U let the 
luiliiciaAce of tlidr imperialist stms, it «ili be the duty of tlic people of 
India to tduse to lake any part io such a uat or to c&opcnte u-itli 
tlrcm in any rvoy uhatsoevef.'' And if this dcclaiatiDn is made repeated- 
ly and capbabcally it may be tlut England may hesitate to embark 
on tlsis adventure and India and the notld may be spared the hotmts 
of another great uat. 
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Ad!i Kumblii 
(Ardlt Kumbh) 
Aligol 
(Alighaul) 

iSrfi 

Azan 

Cardc Nlataram 
Bania 

Gila 

Bliaiaiis 

Bhandar 

Butlmaali 

Chabulfa 

dial gai 

daman 

CbationVamcla 

Cltaw 

ChchUm 


, lotml " 

TOin Kumbh fail It PnjuS 

Icctl 

vonhip »ill' 

at Ihe tmc 

nvtn lt> indmg vima’s 

Jftcowfw 10 Aijun before battle 

dnotional tongf 
jtotc bouse 

:S".n»madacfbrtck.na 
tnortai , , 

fommcncemcnl of a quaficl 
one <A tire stlicduled castes 

rp.««ti=u 

scnbrie some saint or peer 

cJ iled dim at Iht ^ 

,ht caen»»y »» *' 
pcfomd by * 


Dai 

DanVas 

Dasuti 

Dallanda 

■riSS" 


pVHtS 

Devi 

Diisebia 

ym^ 

tober lo commemorate Ra 

(Dasbaa) 

toiy over Ra\ana 
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Cadda 

cushum 

Gancsli 

a Hindu deity 

Ganga-mai 

mother Ganges 

Ganga-inai-U-jai 

liail ! mother Ganges 

Canja 

liash^i 

Gliat 

bathing place on riser side 

llanuinan 

a Hindu deity 

jatha 

a group of xolunteets; a sc^uad 

[athedai 

leader of a group of soluntixrs 

Kabaddi 

an ind/goious game mvolsang test of 
stamma 

Khaddai 

Coarse dotii uosen by liandspun 
tluearh 

Kiudi 

handrspuu clotti 

Kripan 

sssotd 

Kotwal 

station oScer, police 

Kumbh Meta 

a fcstiwl held esery bscifth )eat at 
Prajag, Harduar, Naiik and Ujjain 

Kunjcas 

a schedidol caste whose tradiiiona] 
occDpation »as suppl) of tegeiabte 

Kutcha 

rasr, uametalled road 

Lathi 

a woodeo slaf 

Lathis ala 

one who can wield a wooden staS 

Leechee 

a pulpy fruit 

bhaf 

<iudt 

Lolnunjat 

universally respected; a title bestowed 
on Tilak 

Mali 

a gardener 

Mchndi 

an arc earned in procession during 
Muharrum 

Mela 

a ^ 

Mohalla (muhalb) 

alocah^ 

Mohamjm (Muhamim) 

a Muslim festival 

Naaul 

gosciumeiit lands in luban areas 

Octroi 

tax Inied on articles entenng muni' 
cipal limits 

Pasis 

a scbedoled caste in and around Alla- 
habad 

Pecpul 

a kmd of tree 

Pinjrapole 

a eonshed 

Prajatantric 

i^ubbcan, demoaatic 
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Pnsad 

ruji (pooja) 

Pujiii 

Puniui 

Pufdnasliiii 

Puma Sw-araj 

(Punu S^^■alanl^aU) 

}l3i$ 

Sadliu 

Sanuj 

Sangin 

Sangallun 

Siww (Slirawan) 

Sol 

So'a Dal 
Slialiidi IiUia 

SliarVli 

Sbcibct 

Sliiaalaja 

Sitar 

Siijut 

Suhzirundi 

Swadeshi 

Taltis 

Taiia 


TJiakwrdw-ata 

Tecitli 

Vedas 


food dirfiibutcd after oUcring at an 

altar 

uorslup 

priest 

ancient Hindu sciiptiircs 
a \ciled viouian 
full independence 

a nobleman 

one »h» te icnonncol tlic 

society 

confluence of tncrs 

:T:rfl;t.i.cnwucw.. 

service 

service terps . 

a scjuad of solunlccrs couilmg nurt-^ 
yrdom 
tench 

a sweet drinb 
a temple of Sisa 

a musical irsliument 

a („ro ol 
sicur' 

.t sociable market 
iirffcaims couTiti! iMdc 

cwbin m* »' ‘'”7 „„ 

a miainiiUc ilnictais mia= "f P»l“ 

Vnd tamto >"■' P““' 

sion during Muhamim 
a place of worship 
a place of prlgrimagc 
awient Hindi scriptures 
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